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 God’s Word reveals his character and will to us, transforming our lives and leaving us in awe of 
his glory. Through these words, we know that God is faithful and true to guide us and provide 
for us as we pursue his mission around the world.

The words “faithful” and “true” also speak to the heartbeat of your ministry and are evident in 
the years you have spent faithfully teaching and challenging people to live the truths of Scrip-
ture. This is an identity LifeWay is proud to share with you—in everything we do, we strive to be 
faithful and true to the Word of God, just as you have been faithful and true to the Bible in your 
work for the Kingdom. We are thankful for the work you do.

Throughout its history, the Holman Christian Standard Bible has held fi rm in its commitment to 
combine strong biblical scholarship with a translation fi t for modern readers. 

Today, we are excited to introduce you to the Christian Standard Bible (CSB). With an ongoing 
commitment to scholarship and readability, we are now positioned to serve more people and 
churches than ever before. We want to reaffi  rm our commitment to you and your church as we are 
servants of Christ, together, for the mission to which he has called us, and we cannot wait to see 
what God has planned in the days ahead. 



WHY THE CSB?

According to a recent poll by Barna Group, only 37% of Americans report reading the Bible 
once a week or more.1 While the Bible’s place in America as a cultural icon endures, it’s not 
always perceived as a life-changing book. Even as Bible ownership remains strong, readership 
and engagement are weak.

Yet, as evangelical Christians, we believe that Bible reading is the number one indicator for 
spiritual growth; in fact, research tells us that this is true.2 So how do we encourage more 
engagement with Scripture’s transformational message?

The answer is complex, but one factor cannot be denied: the importance of a Bible optimally 
translated for today’s English reader. Some translations are more literal to the original languages 
but harder to read. Other translations are easy to read but stray away from important accuracy 
and precision. But Bible translation does not need to compromise on accuracy or readability.

1. Barna Group for American Bible Society, “State of the Bible Report,” 2014

2. Brad J. Waggoner, The Shape of Faith to Come, 2008



The Christian Standard Bible (CSB) translation team is passionate about ensuring that ancient 
truths are communicated to a modern audience as faithfully and clearly as possible.

On the one hand, the CSB provides a highly accurate text for faithful sermon preparation and 
serious study, translated straight from the biblical languages by scholars who love God’s Word. 
On the other hand, it does not compromise readability and clarity for those who may be less 
familiar with the traditional (and sometimes diffi  cult) vocabulary retained in some translations 
of the Bible.

We also know that God’s Word is meant to be shared. A translation that is both faithful and 
readable opens the door for every believer to share the Bible with someone who has read it 
for a lifetime or with someone who has never before encountered its life-changing message.



HISTORY OF THE CSB

A DREAM TEAM OF BIBLICAL SCHOLARSHIP

Over 20 years ago, a team of more than 100 top conservative 

scholars from 17 denominations came together with one 

common vision: to create an original English translation 

meticulously faithful to the ancient Scriptures and exceptionally 

clear to understand. With the benefit of up-to-date manuscript 

discoveries and significant advances in research, these 

translators, reviewers, and stylists exhaustively scrutinized 

ancient source texts—including the critical Greek text favored 

by scholars—to determine every nuance of original meaning 

and intent. The result was a Bible that not only shines by 

academic standards but is also remarkably enjoyable to 

read—The Holman Christian Standard Bible.

REVISED AND IMPROVED

Top biblical scholars reviewed the full text of the Holman 

Christian Standard Bible to provide today’s readers with a 

translation that is even more accurate and readable. This 

team of conservative evangelical scholars has incorporated 

feedback from pastors, seminaries, and conservative 

denominations to ensure the very best fidelity and clarity. This 

revision, renamed the Christian Standard Bible, is available in 

a wide variety of editions from Holman Bibles and from other 

publishing partners. Reference works based on the CSB are 

also being developed.



OPTIMAL EQUIVALENCE—A BEAUTIFUL BALANCE

The CSB was created using Optimal Equivalence, a translation 

philosophy that balances linguistic precision to the original 

languages and readability in contemporary English.

In the many places throughout Scripture where a word-for-word 

rendering is clearly understandable, a literal translation is used. 

When a word-for-word rendering might obscure the meaning 

for a modern audience, a more dynamic translation is used. This 

process assures that both the words and thoughts contained 

in the original text are conveyed as accurately as possible for 

today’s readers.

TRUSTWORTHY, READABLE, AND SHAREABLE

The measure of a Bible translation is not just superior 

scholarship—it must also be clear for a modern audience. 

Readers should not have to choose between faithfulness to the 

original texts and readability. The CSB delivers both faithfulness 

and readability—it’s a translation that pastors and laypeople alike 

can feel confident sharing with a world that craves real truth.

Whether you use it in preaching, group study, private devotions, 

memorization, children’s ministry, or corporate worship, you’ll 

find the Christian Standard Bible consistently brings God’s 

transforming truth to life, making it easier to understand, apply, 

and share with others.



Some translations prioritize the form of the 
original text, while some prioritize its meaning 
in today’s language. The Christian Standard 

Bible holds a mediating position on the 
continuum of Bible translations. You’ll fi nd it to 
be highly trustworthy and deeply satisfying.



BIBLE TRANSLATION CONTINUUM

FORMAL
WORD FOR WORD

DYNAMIC
THOUGHT FOR THOUGHT

Bible translations shown in the top half of the chart are original translations directly from ancient languages to English. 
Versions shown below the line began with the English text of another Bible translation. 



Many good translations of the 
Bible are available today. We 
believe the best translation 
is one that is faithful to the 

original texts and yet readable 
for a modern audience. 

Research shows the CSB 
is both highly literal to the 

original languages and highly 
readable, achieving an optimal 

balance of the two.



OPTIMAL BLEND OF LITERAL AND READABLE



The translation team 
incorporated feedback 

from pastors, seminaries, 
and many conservative, 

evangelical denominations.
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Joshua 1:6-9 

 6 “Be strong and courageous, for you will distribute the land 
I swore to their fathers to give them as an inheritance. 7 Above 
all, be strong and very courageous to observe carefully the 
whole instruction my servant Moses commanded you. Do not 
turn from it to the right or the left, so that you will have success 
wherever you go. 8 This book of instruction must not depart from 
your mouth; you are to meditate on it day and night so that you 
may carefully observe everything written in it. For then you will 
prosper and succeed in whatever you do. 9 Haven’t I commanded 
you: be strong and courageous? Do not be afraid or discouraged, 
for the LORD your God is with you wherever you go.” 

Proverbs 3:5-6 

 5 Trust in the LORD with all your heart, and do not rely on 
your own understanding; 6 in all your ways know him, and he will 
make your paths straight.

Psalm 23

 1 The LORD is my shepherd; I have what I need. 2 He lets 
me lie down in green pastures; he leads me beside quiet 
waters. 3 He renews my life; he leads me along the right paths 
for his name’s sake. 4 Even when I go through the darkest 
valley, I fear no danger, for you are with me; your rod and your 
staff—they comfort me. 5 You prepare a table before me in 
the presence of my enemies; you anoint my head with oil; my 
cup overflows. 6 Only goodness and faithful love will pursue 
me all the days of my life, and I will dwell in the house of the 
LORD as long as I live.

Matthew 11:28-30

 28 “Come to me, all of you who are weary and burdened, 
and I will give you rest. 29 Take up my yoke and learn from me, 
because I am lowly and humble in heart, and you will find rest 
for your souls. 30 For my yoke is easy and my burden is light.”

POPULAR BIBLE VERSES
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Romans 8:28-30

 28 “We know that all things work together for the good 
of those who love God, who are called according to his 
purpose. 29 For those he foreknew he also predestined to 
be conformed to the image of his Son, so that he would be 
the firstborn among many brothers and sisters. 30 And those 
he predestined, he also called; and those he called, he also 
justified; and those he justified, he also glorified.

Isaiah 40:28-31 

 28 Do you not know? Have you not heard? The LORD 
is the everlasting God, the Creator of the whole earth. 
He never becomes faint or weary; there is no limit to 
his understanding. 29 He gives strength to the faint and 
strengthens the powerless. 30 Youths may become faint and 
weary, and young men stumble and fall, 31 but those who 
trust in the LORD will renew their strength; they will soar on 
wings like eagles; they will run and not become weary, they 
will walk and not faint.

Jeremiah 29:11-13

 11 “For I know the plans I have for you”—this is the LORD’s 
declaration — “plans for your well-being, not for disaster, to 
give you a future and a hope. 12 You will call to me and come 
and pray to me, and I will listen to you. 13 You will seek me and 
find me when you search for me with all your heart.

Matthew 5:1-7

 1 When he saw the crowds, he went up on the mountain, 
and after he sat down, his disciples came to him. 2 Then he 
began to teach them, saying: 3 “Blessed are the poor in spirit, 
for the kingdom of heaven is theirs. 4 Blessed are those who 
mourn, for they will be comforted. 5 Blessed are the humble, 
for they will inherit the earth. 6 Blessed are those who hunger 
and thirst for righteousness, l for they will be filled. 7 Blessed 
are the merciful, for they will be shown mercy.”



APPRECIATION FOR THE CHRISTIAN STANDARD BIBLE

“I like to use the Christian Standard Bible because it’s a translation that’s 
faithful to the Bible’s original manuscripts, with oversight by some trusted 
partners in ministry. While it’s highly literal to the original text, it’s also 
remarkably clear for Bible readers today. I highly recommend the CSB as I 
encourage our church members—and all of us—to read and share the power 
of God’s Word with others.” 
Kyle Idleman, Teaching Pastor, Southeast Christian Church, Louisville, KY 

“The Christian Standard Bible provides a clear trustworthy translation of the 
Holy Scriptures in a style that the reader can clearly hear the voice of God in 
print speaking to their soul.”
Tony Evans, Senior Pastor, Oak Cliff Bible Fellowship, Dallas, TX

“As a pastor, I want a Bible translation that is trustworthy for preaching and 
study, but accessible enough for my people to read and understand for 
themselves. For this reason, I’m delighted to commend to you the Christian 
Standard Bible.” 
Alistair Begg, Senior Pastor, Parkside Church, Chagrin Falls, OH 

“I am deeply grateful for the Christian Standard Bible, because it is rigorously 
faithful to the original languages without sacrificing clear readability. This 
translation will help believers and non-believers around the world be able to 
read, understand, memorize, obey, and proclaim God’s Word.” 
David Platt, President, International Mission Board

“As I travel around the country teaching the Bible to women, I encourage 
them to draw on the promises of God as their main source and sustenance 
for life. The Christian Standard Bible lines up perfectly with my core ministry 
goals—theological soundness and accessibility for the everyday person.” 
Lisa Harper, Bible teacher and author
 
“I am excited to see the release of a translation that is both accessible 
and preach-able. The Christian Standard Bible’s faithful rendering of the 
original manuscripts will serve me well as a preacher, and its expression in 
contemporary English will serve my congregation well when they read and 
share God’s Word with others.” 
Eric Mason, Lead Pastor, Epiphany Fellowship, Philadelphia, PA

“I’m passionate about teaching the Bible, especially to women, because 
I’ve seen in my own life how God’s Word touches and transforms the heart. 
I’m using and recommending the Christian Standard Bible because I find 
the translation trustworthy, while also accessible to the women I have the 
privilege of teaching and encouraging.” 
Kelly Minter, Bible teacher, author, and musician 
 
“I preach and teach from the Christian Standard Bible because of the 
accuracy, precision, and beauty of the text. I’m excited to finally have one 
translation that is both faithful to the authorial intent of the biblical writers and 
written in English that communicates to this generation.” 
Derwin Gray, Lead Pastor, Transformation Church, Indian Land, SC 



“The Christian Standard Bible is an impressive achievement, balancing 
textual readability and exegetical accuracy in a way that makes this 
translation both elegant and enduring.” 
Jared Wilson, Managing Editor, For the Church 

“I tell my church that we must get into the Word so that the Word can get into 
us. The Christian Standard Bible helps us do that, because the translation is 
both highly trustworthy and highly readable.” 
Robby Gallaty, Senior Pastor, Long Hollow Baptist Church,  
Hendersonville, TN

“The Bible translation I use is crucial in preaching and discipleship, because 
I need something I can trust and something my people can understand. The 
Christian Standard Bible strikes that perfect balance.”  
Dhati Lewis, Lead Pastor, Blueprint Church, Atlanta, GA

“The Christian Standard Bible is a landmark achievement—beautifully 
combining accuracy and accessibility in a way that makes it ideal for Bible 
study, reading, teaching, and preaching. I look forward to seeing how King 
Jesus uses this translation to edify the church and equip God’s people for 
mission in the world.” 
Daniel Akin, President, Southeastern Baptist Theological Seminary,  
Wake Forest, NC 

 

“The translation team for the Christian Standard Bible is to be commended 
for this remarkable achievement. Both the Old and New Testaments can be 
characterized as consistent, faithful, accurate, and extremely readable. This 
much welcomed translation communicates in a clear and fresh manner for 
21st century readers.” 
David Dockery, President, Trinity International University, Deerfield, IL

“We want to share God’s story with our neighbors clearly, truthfully, and 
imaginatively. With its faithfulness and plain language, the Christian Standard 
Bible shows the kind of reverence for God’s words that empowers us to meet 
our mission.” 
Rich Perez, Pastor of Vision and Teaching, Christ Crucified Fellowship, 
Uptown, NY 
 
“I appreciate the diligence of the group who worked tirelessly on the 
Christian Standard Bible. I believe it is a perfect blend of accuracy and 
readability. I look forward to using this in our Sunday messages and 
introducing our church to this fresh Bible translation.” 
Ron Edmondson, Senior Pastor, Immanuel Baptist Church, Lexington, KY 

“At She Reads Truth, our mission is women in the Word of God every day. 
This means that the translation we use must be faithful to the original text 
but also reflect it in a way that any person can understand. The Christian 
Standard Bible’s balanced approach helps us accomplish our mission.” 
Raechel Myers, Chief Executive Officer, She Reads Truth
 
 





We have worked diligently with our retail and distribution 

partners to off er special pricing to churches on bulk 

quantities of CSB Pew Bibles and CSB Outreach Bibles. 

This discount program is available for a limited time; 

contact us or visit your favorite Bible retailer for more 

information. 

CHURCH BIBLE PROGRAM

For more information about the CSB, comparison verses, 

and much more, visit CSBible.com. 

Read the CSB online now at read.csbible.com, or 

download the free CSB app on your phone or mobile 

device (iOS and Android).

Pastors & Ministry Leaders can request a free review copy 

(while supplies last) at csbible.com/review. 

LEARN MORE ABOUT THE 
CHRISTIAN STANDARD BIBLE
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