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INTRODUCTION TO THE CHRISTIAN STANDARD BIBLE®

The Bibleis God's revelation to humanity. Itis our only
source for completely reliable information about God,
whathappens when we die, and where history is head-
ed. The Bible does these things because it is God's
inspired Word, inerrant in the original manuscripts.
Bible translation brings God's Word from the ancient
languages (Hebrew, Greek, and Aramaic) into today'’s
world. In dependence on God's Spirit to accomplish
this sacred task, the CSB Translation Oversight Com-
mittee and Holman Bible Publishers present the Chris-
tian Standard Bible.

Textual Base of the CSB

The textual base for the New Testament (NT) is the Nes-
tle-Aland Novum Testamentum Graece, 28th edition,
and the United Bible Societies’ Greek New Testament,
5th corrected edition. The text for the Old Testament
(OT) is the Biblia Hebraica Stuttgartensia, 5th edition.

Where there are significant differences among
Hebrew, Aramaic, or Greek manuscripts, the transla-
tors follow what they believe is the original reading
and indicate the main alternative(s) in footnotes. The
CSB uses the traditional verse divisions found in most
Protestant Bibles.

Goals of This Translation

« Provide English-speaking people worldwide with
an accurate translation in contemporary English.

- Provide an accurate translation for personal study,
sermon preparation, private devotions, and memo-
rization.

« Provide a textthatis clear and understandable,
suitable for public reading, and shareable so that all
may access its life-giving message.

« Affirm the authority of Scripture and champion its
absolute truth against skeptical viewpoints.

Translation Philosophy of the CSB

Mostdiscussions of Bible translations speak of two op-
posite approaches: formal equivalence and dynamic
equivalence. This terminology is meaningful, but Bible
translations cannotbe neatly sorted into these two cat-
egories. There is room for another category of trans-
lation philosophy that capitalizes on the strengths of
the other two.

1. Formal Equivalence:

Often called “word-for-word"” (or “literal”) transla-
tion, the principle of formal equivalence seeks as
nearly as possible to preserve the structure of the
originallanguage. It seeks to represent each word
of the original text with an exact equivalent word
in the translation so that the reader can see word
for word what the original human author wrote.
The merits of this approach include its consisten-
cy with the conviction that the Holy Spirit did in-
spire the very words of Scripture in the original
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manuscripts. It also provides the English Bible stu-
dentsome access to the structure of the text in the
originallanguage. Formal equivalence can achieve
accuracy to the degree that English has an exact
equivalent for each word and that the grammati-
cal patterns of the original language can be repro-
duced in understandable English. However, it can
sometimes resultin awkward, if notincomprehen-
sible, English or in a misunderstanding of the au-
thor's intent. The literal rendering of ancient idioms
is especially difficult.

2. Dynamic or Functional Equivalence:

Often called “thought-for-thought” translation, the
principle of dynamic equivalence rejects as mis-
guided the attempt to preserve the structure of the
originallanguage. It proceeds by extracting the
meaning of a text from its form and then translat-
ing that meaning so that it makes the same impact
onmodern readers that the ancient text made on its
original readers. Strengths of this approach include
ahigh degree of clarity and readability, especially in
places where the original is difficult to render word
for word. It also acknowledges that accurate and
effective translation may require interpretation.
However, the meaning of a text cannot always be
neatly separated from its form, nor can it always be
precisely determined. A biblical author may have
intended multiple meanings, but these may be lost
with the elimination of normal structures. In striv-
ing for readability, dynamic equivalence also some-
times overlooks and loses some of the less promi-
nentelements of meaning. Furthermore, lack of
formal correspondence to the original makes it diffi-
cultto verify accuracy and thus can affect the use-
fulness of the translation for in-depth Bible study.

3. Optimal Equivalence:

In practice, translations are -seldom if ever purely
formal or dynamic but favor one theory of Bible
translation or the other to varying degrees. Optimal
equivalence as a translation philosophy recognizes
that form cannot always be neatly separated from
meaning and should not be changed unless com-
prehension demands it. The primary goal of trans-
lation is to convey the sense of the original with as
much clarity as the original text and the translation
language permit. Optimal equivalence appreciates
the goals of formal equivalence but also recognizes
itslimitations.

Optimal equivalence starts with an exhaustive
analysis of the text at every level (word, phrase,
clause, sentence, discourse) in the original lan-
guage to determine its original meaning and inten-
tion (or purpose).Then, relying on the latest and
bestlanguage tools and experts, the nearest cor-
responding semantic and linguistic equivalents
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are used to convey as much of the information and
intention of the original text with as much darity
and readability as possible. This process assures
the maximum transfer of both the words and the
thoughts contained in the original.

The CSB uses optimal equivalence as its trans-
lation philosophy. In the many places throughout
the Bible where a word-for-word rendering is un-
derstandable, aliteral translation is used. When
aword-for-word rendering might obscure the
meaning for amodern audience, a more dynamic
translation is used. The Christian Standard Bible
places equal value on fidelity to the original and
readability for a modern audience, resulting in a
translation that achieves both goals.

The Gender Language Use in Bible Translation

The goal of the translators of the Christian Standard
Bible has notbeen to promote a cultural ideology but to
translate the Bible faithfully. Recognizing modern usage
of English, the CSB regularly translates the plural of the
Greek word avBpwmog(“man”) as “people” instead of
“men,” and occasionally the singular as “one,” “some-
one,” or “everyone,” when the supporting pronouns
in the original languages validate such a translation.
While the CSB avoids using “he” or “him” unnecessar-
ily, the translation does not restructure sentences to
avoid them when they are in the text.

History of the CSB

Afterseveralyears of preliminary development, Holman
Bible Publishers, the oldest Bible publisherin North Amer-
ica, assembled an international, interdenominational
team of 100 scholars, editors, stylists, and proofread-
ers, all of whom were committed to biblical inerrancy.
Outside consultants and reviewers contributed valuable
suggestions from their areas of expertise. Working with
the originallanguages, an executive team of translators
edited, polished, and reviewed the final manuscript,
whichwas first published as the Holman Christian Stan-
dard Bible (HCSB) in 2004.

Astanding committee was also formed to maintain
the HCSB translation andlook for ways toimprove read-
ability without compromising accuracy. As with the origi-
nal translation team, the committee that prepared this
revision of the HCSB, renamed the Christian Standard
Bible, isinternational and interdenominational, compris-
ing evangelical scholars who honor the inspiration and
authority of God's written Word.

Traditional Features Found in the CSB

In keeping with a long line of Bible publications, the
CSB has retained a number of features found in tradi-
tional Bibles:
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1. Traditional theological vocabulary (for example,
justification, sanctification, redemption) has been
retained since such terms have no other translation
equivalent that adequately communicates their ex-
actmeaning.

. Traditional spellings of names and places found in
most Bibles have been used to make the CSB com-
patible with most Bible study tools.

3. Some editions of the CSB will print the words of

Christin red letters to help readers easily locate the

spoken words of the Lord Jesus Christ.

N

. Descriptive headings, printed above each section
of Scripture, help readers quickly identify the con-
tents of that section.

=

. OT passages quoted in the NT are indicated. In the
CSB, they are setin boldface type.

v

Abbreviations in CSB Bibles

AD Inthe year of our Lord

BC before Christ

C century

] circa

chap(s). chapter(s)

. compare

DSS Dead Sea Scrolls

e.g. forexample

Eng English

etc. etcetera

Gk Greek

Hb Hebrew

ie thatis

Lat Latin

lit literal(ly)

LXX Septuagint—an ancient translation
of the Old Testament into Greek

MT Masoretic Text

NT New Testament

ms(s) manuscript(s)

oT Old Testament

pl. plural

Ps(s) Psalm(s)

Sam Samaritan Pentateuch

sg. singular

Sym Symmachus

Syr Syriac

Tg Targum

Theod Theodotian

v./vv. Verse, verses

Vg Vulgate—an ancient translation of
the Bible into Latin

vol(s). volume(s)
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GENESIS

Inthe beginning God created the heavens and the earth.

2Now the earth was formless and empty, darkness cov-
ered the surface of the watery depths, and the Spiritof God
was hovering over the surface of the waters. 3Then God
said, “Let there be light,” and there was light. 4 God saw
that thelightwas good, and God separated thelight from
thedarkness.5 God called thelight “day,” and the darkness
he called “night.” There was an evening, and there was a
morning: one day.

6Then God said, “Let there be an expanse between
the waters, separating water from water.”"7 So God made
the expanse and separated the water under the expanse
from the water above the expanse. And it was so. 8 God
called the expanse "“sky.” Evening came and then morn-
ing: the second day.

9Then God said, “Let the water under the sky be gath-
ered into one place, and let the dry land appear.” And it
was 0.1 God called the dry land “earth,” and the gath-
ering of the water he called “seas.” And God saw that it
was good. "Then God said, “Let the earth produce veg-
etation: seed-bearing plants and fruit trees on the earth
bearing fruit with seed in it according to theirkinds.” And
itwas so."2The earth produced vegetation: seed-bearing
plants according to theirkinds and trees bearing fruit with
seedinitaccordingto theirkinds. And God saw thatitwas
good. 3 Evening came and then morning: the third day.

14Then God said, “Let there belights in the expanse of
the sky to separate the day from the night. They will serve
as signs for seasons and for days and years. 3They will
be lights in the expanse of the sky to provide light on the
earth.” Anditwas s0.16 God made the two greatlights —
the greater light to rule over the day and the lesser light
to rule over the night—as well as the stars. " God placed
themin the expanse of the sky to providelight on the earth,
8o rule the day and the night, and to separatelight from
darkness. And God saw thatitwas good. ™ Evening came
and then morning: the fourth day.

20Then Godsaid, “Let the water swarm withliving crea-
tures, andletbirds fly above the earth across the expanse
ofthe sky.”21S0 God created the large sea-creatures and
every living creature that moves and swarms in the wa-
ter,according to theirkinds. He also created every winged
creature according to its kind. And God saw that it was
good. 22God blessed them: “Be fruitful, multiply, and fil
the waters of the seas, and let the birds multiply on the
earth.” 23 Evening came and then morning: the fifth day.

24Then God said, “Let the earth produceliving creatures
according to theirkinds:livestock, creatures that crawl, and
the wildlife of the earth according to their kinds.” And it
was $0.25 50 God made the wildlife of the earth according
to theirkinds, thelivestock according to their kinds, and all
the creatures that crawl on the ground according to their
kinds. And God saw that it was good.

26Then God said, “Let us make man in our image, ac-
cording to our likeness. They will rule the fish of the sea,
the birds of the sky, the livestock, the whole earth, and
the creatures that crawl on the earth.”

27 So God created man in his own image;
he created him in the image of God;
he created them male and female.
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28 God blessed them, and God said to them, “Be fruitful,
multiply, fill the earth, and subdue it. Rule the fish of the
sea, thebirds of the sky, and every creature that crawls on
the earth.” 22 God also said, “Look, | have given you every
seed-bearing planton the surface of the entire earth and
every tree whose fruit contains seed. This will be food for
you, 30 for all the wildlife of the earth, for every bird of the
sky, and for every creature that crawls on the earth—ev-
erything having the breath of life in it— I have given ev-
erygreen plantforfood.” Anditwas so.3! God saw all that
he had made, and it was very good indeed. Evening came
and then morning: the sixth day.

So the heavens and the earth and everything in them

were completed. 2 On the seventh day God had com-
pleted his work thathe had done, and he rested on the sev-
enth day from all his work thathe had done.3 God blessed
the seventh day and declared it holy, for on it he rested
from all his work of creation.

4These are the records of the heavens and the earth,
concerning their creation. At the time that the Lorp God
made the earth and the heavens, 5 no shrub of the field
had yet grown on the land, and no plant of the field had
yetsprouted, for the LoRD God had notmade itrain on the
land, and there was no man to work the ground. 6 But mist
would come up from the earth and water all the ground.
7Then the LorD God formed the man out of the dust from
the ground and breathed the breath oflife into his nostrils,
and the man became aliving being.

8The LorD God planted a garden in Eden, in the east,
and there he placed the man he had formed. °The LoRD
God caused to grow out of the ground every tree pleas-
inginappearance and good for food, including the tree of
life in the middle of the garden, as well as the tree of the
knowledge of good and evil.

10 Ariverwentout from Eden to water the garden. From
thereitdivided and became the source of fourrivers."The
name of the firstis Pishon, which flows through the entire
land of Havilah, where there is gold. "2 Gold from thatland
is pure; bdellium and onyx are also there. *The name of
the second river is Gihon, which flows through the entire
land of Cush.4The name of the third river is Tigris, which
runseastof Assyria. And the fourthriveris the Euphrates.

15The Lorp God took the man and placed himinthe gar-
den of Eden to work it and watch over it. 6 And the LorRD
God commanded the man, “You are free to eat from any
tree of the garden, 7 but you must not eat from the tree
of the knowledge of good and evil, for on the day you eat
from it, you will certainly die.” 8Then the Lorb God said,
“Itis not good for the man to be alone. | willmake a helper
corresponding to him.” 9 The Lorp God formed out of the
ground every wild animal and every bird of the sky, and
brought each to the man to see what he would call it. And
whateverthe man called aliving creature, thatwas itsname.
20The man gave names to all the livestock, to the birds of
the sky, and to every wild animal; butforthe man no helper
was found corresponding to him.21So the Lorb God caused
adeepsleep to come overthe man, and he slept. God took
oneofhisribsand closed the fleshatthatplace.22Thenthe
Lorp God made the rib he had taken from the man into a
woman and brought her to the man. 22 And the man said:
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GENESIS 2-4

This one, atlast, is bone of my bone
and flesh of my flesh;

this one will be called “woman,”
for she was taken from man.

24This is why a man leaves his father and mother and
bonds with his wife, and they become one flesh. 25 Both the
man and his wife were naked, yet felt no shame.

Now the serpent was the most cunning of all the wild

animals that the Lorp God had made. He said to the
woman, “Did God really say, 'You can't eat from any tree
inthe garden?”

2The woman said to the serpent, “We may eat the fruit
from the trees in the garden. 3 But about the fruit of the
tree in the middle of the garden, God said, "You must not
eatitortouch it, oryou will die."”

4”"No! Youwillnotdie,” the serpentsaid to the woman.
5"Infact, God knows thatwhenyou eatityour eyes willbe
opened and you will be like God, knowing good and evil.”
6The woman saw that the tree was good for food and de-
lightful to look at, and that it was desirable for obtaining
wisdom. So she took some of its fruit and ate it; she also
gave some to her husband, who was with her, and he ate
it.7Then the eyes of both of them were opened, and they
knew they were naked; so they sewed figleaves together
and made coverings for themselves.

8Thenthe man and his wife heard the sound of the LORD
Godwalkinginthe gardenatthetime of the eveningbreeze,
and they hid from the Lorb God among the trees of the
garden.?So the Lorp God called out to the man and said
to him, “Where areyou? "

10 And he said, "I heard you in the garden, and | was
afraid because | was naked, so | hid.”

Then he asked, “Who told you that you were naked?
Did you eat from the tree that | commanded you not to
eatfrom?”

12The man replied, “The woman you gave to be with
me—she gave me some fruit from the tree, and | ate.”

13S0 the LorD God asked the woman, “What s this you
have done?”

And the woman said, “The serpent deceived me, and
late.”

1450 the LorD God said to the serpent:

Because you have done this,

you are cursed more than any livestock
and more than any wild animal.

You will move on your belly

and eatdust all the days of your life.

15 | will put hostility between you and the woman,
and between your offspring and her offspring.
He will strike your head,
and you will strike his heel.

16 He said to the woman:

I willintensify your labor pains;

you will bear children with painful effort.
Your desire will be for your husband,

yet he will rule over you.

17 And he said to the man, “Because youlistened to your
wife and ate from the tree about which | commanded you,
‘Do not eat fromiit":

The ground is cursed because of you.
You will eat from it by means of painful labor
all the days of your life.

8 |twill produce thorns and thistles for you,
and you will eat the plants of the field.

19 You will eat bread by the sweat of your brow
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THE TEMPTATION AND THE FALL

until you return to the ground,
since you were taken from it.
Foryou are dust,

and you will return to dust.”

20The man named his wife Eve because she was the
mother of all the living. 2'The LorD God made clothing
from skins for the man and his wife, and he clothed them.

22The LorD God said, “Since the man has become like
one of us, knowing good and evil, he must not reach out,
take from the tree of life, eat, and live forever.” 23So the
Lorp God senthim away from the garden of Eden to work
the ground from which he was taken. 24 He drove the man
out and stationed the cherubim and the flaming, whirl-
ing sword east of the garden of Eden to guard the way
to the tree of life.

The manwas intimate with his wife Eve, and she con-

ceived and gave birth to Cain. She said, “l have had
amale child with the Lorp’s help.” 2 She also gave birth to
his brother Abel. Now Abel became a shepherd of flocks,
but Cain worked the ground. 3 In the course of time Cain
presented some of the land’s produce as an offering to
the LorD. 4 And Abel also presented an offering—some
of thefirstborn of his flock and their fat portions.The LorD
had regard for Abel and his offering, 5 but he did not have
regard for Cain and his offering. Cain was furious, and he
looked despondent.

6Then the Lorp said to Cain, “"Why are you furious?
Andwhy doyoulook despondent?7Ifyou do whatisright,
won'tyou be accepted? Butifyoudo notdowhatisright,
sin is crouching at the door. Its desire is for you, but you
must rule over it.”

8 Cainsaidtohisbrother Abel,”Let's go out to the field.
Andwhile they were in the field, Cain attacked his brother
Abel and killed him.

9Then the Lorp said to Cain, “Where is your brother
Abel?”

“ldon’tknow," hereplied."Am | mybrother'sguardian? ”

10Then he said, “What have you done? Your brother's
blood cries out to me from the ground! 1 So now you are
cursed, alienated from the ground that opened its mouth
to receive your brother’s blood you have shed. 2 f you
work the ground, it will never again give youits yield. You
will be a restless wanderer on the earth.”

13 Byt Cain answered the Lorp, “My punishmentis too
great to bear! 14 Since you are banishing me today from
the face of the earth, and | must hide from your presence
and become a restless wanderer on the earth, whoever
finds me will kill me.”

5Then the LORD replied to him, “In that case, whoever
kills Cain will suffer vengeance seven times over.” And he
placed a mark on Cain so that whoever found him would
notkillhim."®Then Cain wentout from the LorRDs presence
andlived in theland of Nod, east of Eden.

17 Cain was intimate with his wife, and she conceived
and gave birthto Enoch.Then Cainbecame the builder ofa
city,and he named the city Enoch after hisson.® I[rad was
borntoEnoch, Irad fathered Mehujael, Menhujael fathered
Methushael, and Methushael fathered Lamech. ' Lamech
took two wives for himself, one named Adah and the other
named Zillah. 20 Adah bore Jabal; he was the father of the
nomadic herdsmen. 2'His brother was named Jubal; he
was the father of all who play the lyre and the flute. 22 Zil-
lah bore Tubal-cain, who made allkinds of bronze and iron
tools. Tubal-cain’s sister was Naamah.

23 Lamech said to his wives:
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GOD WARNS NOAH

Adah and Zillah, hear my voice;
wives of Lamech, pay attention to my words.
For [ killed a man for wounding me,
ayoung man for striking me.
24 |fCainis to be avenged seven times over,
then for Lamech it will be seventy-seven times!

25 Adam was intimate with his wife again, and she gave
birth to a son and named him Seth, for she said, “God has
given me another child in place of Abel, since Cain killed
him."” 26 A son was born to Seth also, and he named him
Enosh. At that time people began to call on the name of
the LORD.

This is the document containing the family records

of Adam. On the day that God created man, he made
himin thelikeness of God; 2 he created them male and fe-
male.When they were created, he blessed them and called
them mankind.

3 Adam was 130 years old when he fathered a son in
hislikeness, according to hisimage, and named him Seth.
4 Adam lived 800 years after he fathered Seth, and he fa-
thered other sons and daughters. 5 So Adam’s life lasted
930 years; then he died.

6 Sethwas 105 years old when he fathered Enosh.” Seth
lived 807 years after he fathered Enosh, and he fathered
othersons and daughters.8So Seth's life lasted 912 years;
then he died.

9 Enosh was 90 years old when he fathered Kenan.
10 Enosh lived 815 years after he fathered Kenan, and he
fathered other sons and daughters. So Enosh’s life last-
ed 905 years; then he died.

12Kenan was 70 years old when he fathered Mahalalel.
13Kenan lived 840 years after he fathered Mahalalel, and
he fathered other sons and daughters. 14 So Kenan'’s life
lasted 910 years; then he died.

15 Mahalalel was 65 years old when he fathered Jared.
16 Mahalalel lived 830 years after he fathered Jared, and
he fathered other sons and daughters. 7 So Mahalalel's
life lasted 895 years; then he died.

18 Jared was 162 years old when he fathered Enoch.
19 Jared lived 800 years after he fathered Enoch, and he
fathered other sons and daughters. 20 So Jared's life last-
ed 962 years; then he died.

21Enoch was 65 years old when he fathered Methuse-
lah. 22 And after he fathered Methuselah, Enoch walked
with God 300 years and fathered other sons and daugh-
ters. 23So Enoch’s life lasted 365 years. 24 Enoch walked
with God; then he was not there because God took him.

25 Methuselah was 187 years old when he fathered La-
mech.26 Methuselah lived 782 years after he fathered La-
mech, and he fathered other sons and daughters. 27 So
Methuselah’s life lasted 969 years; then he died.

28 amech was 182 years old when he fathered a son.
29 And he named him Noah, saying, “This one will bring us
relieffromthe agonizinglabor of our hands, caused by the
ground the LORD has cursed.” 30 Lamech lived 595 years
after he fathered Noah, and he fathered other sons and
daughters.31So Lamech’slifelasted 777 years; then he died.

32Noahwas 500 years old, and he fathered Shem, Ham,
and Japheth.

When mankind began to multiply on the earth and
daughters were born to them, 2 the sons of God saw
that the daughters of mankind were beautiful, and they
took any they chose as wives for themselves. 3 And the
Lorb said, "My Spirit will not remain with mankind forev-
er, because they are corrupt. Their days will be 120 years.”
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GENESIS 4-7

4The Nephilim were on the earth both in those days and
afterward, when the sons of God came to the daughters of
mankind, who bore children to them.They were the pow-
erfulmen of old, the famous men.

5When the LorD saw thathuman wickedness was wide-
spread onthe earth andthateveryinclination of the human
mind was nothing butevil all the time, 6 the LoRD regretted
that he had made man on the earth, and he was deeply
grieved.?Then the Lorp said, | will wipe mankind, whom
| created, off the face of the earth, together with the an-
imals, creatures that crawl, and birds of the sky —for |
regret that | made them.” 8 Noah, however, found favor
with the LoRp.

9These are the family records of Noah. Noah was a righ-
teous man, blameless among his contemporaries; Noah
walked with God.® And Noah fathered three sons: Shem,
Ham, and Japheth.

" Now the earth was corrupt in God's sight, and the
earth was filled with wickedness. 2 God saw how corrupt
the earth was, for every creature had corruptedits way on
the earth.3Then Godsaid to Noah, “I have decided to put
an end to every creature, for the earth is filled with wick-
edness because of them; therefore | am going to destroy
them along with the earth.

14"Make yourself an ark of gopher wood. Make rooms
intheark, and coveritwith pitch inside and outside.® This
is how you are to make it: The ark will be 450 feetlong, 75
feet wide, and 45 feet high. ¢ You are to make a roof, fin-
ishing the sides of the ark to within eighteeninches of the
roof. You are to put a door in the side of the ark. Make it
with lower, middle, and upper decks.

17"Understand that | am bringing a flood — floodwa-
ters on the earth to destroy every creature under heav-
en with the breath of life in it. Everything on earth will
perish. 8 But | will establish my covenant with you, and
youwillenter the ark with your sons, your wife, and your
sons’ wives.?You are also to bring into the ark two of all
theliving creatures, male and female, to keep them alive
withyou.20Two of everything — from the birds accord-
ing to their kinds, from the livestock according to their
Kinds, and from the animals that crawl on the ground
according to their kinds — will come to you so that you
can keep them alive. 2 Take with you every kind of food
that is eaten; gather it as food for you and for them.”
22 And Noah did this. He did everything that God had
commanded him.

Thenthe Lorb said to Noah, “Enter the ark, youand all

yourhousehold, for | have seen thatyou alone are righ-
teous before me in this generation. 2You are to take with
you seven pairs, a male and its female, of all the clean ani-
mals, and two of the animals that are not clean, amale and
its female, 3 and seven pairs, male and female, of the birds
of the sky—in order to keep offspring alive throughout
the earth. 4 Seven days from now | willmake itrain on the
earth forty days and forty nights, and every living thing |
have made | willwipe off the face of the earth.” 5 And Noah
did everything that the Lorb commanded him.

6 Noah was six hundred years old when the flood came
and water covered the earth.” So Noah, his sons, his wife,
and his sons’ wives entered the ark because of the flood-
waters. 8 From the clean animals, unclean animals, birds,
and every creature thatcrawls on the ground, ? two of each,
male and female, came to Noah and entered the ark, just
as God had commanded him. 1° Seven days later the flood-
waters came on the earth.
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|nthesix hundredthyearof Noah'slife, in the second
month, on the seventeenth day of the month, on that day
all the sources of the vast watery depths burst open, the
floodgates of the sky were opened, 2 and therain fellon the
earth forty days and forty nights.® On thatsame day Noah
along with his sons Shem, Ham, and Japheth, Noah's wife,
and his three sons’ wives entered the ark with him.14They
entered it with all the wildlife according to their kinds, all
livestock according to theirkinds, all the creatures that crawl
ontheearthaccording to theirkinds, every flying creature
—allthebirds and every winged creature— according to
theirkinds. * Two of every creature that has the breath of
life in it came to Noah and entered the ark. ' Those that
entered, male and female of every creature, entered just
as God had commanded him.Then the LorD shut him in.

7The flood continued for forty days on the earth; the
waterincreased andlifted up the ark so thatitrose above
the earth. 8The water surged and increased greatly on
the earth, and the ark floated on the surface of the water.
9Then the water surged even higher on the earth, and all
the high mountains under the whole sky were covered.
20The mountains were covered as the water surged above
them more than twenty feet. 2 Every creature perished
—those that crawl on the earth, birds, livestock, wildlife,
andthose thatswarm on the earth, as well as all mankind.
22 Eyerything with the breath of the spirit of life in its nos-
trils— everythingon dryland died.23 He wiped out every
living thing that was on the face of the earth, from man-
kind tolivestock, to creatures that crawl, to the birds of the
sky, and they were wiped off the earth. Only Noah was left,
and those that were with himin the ark.24 And the water
surged on the earth 150 days.

Godremembered Noah, as well as all the wildlife and
all the livestock that were with him in the ark. God

caused a wind to pass over the earth, and the water be-
gantosubside.2The sources of the watery depths and the
floodgates of the sky were closed, and the rain from the
sky stopped. 3The water steadily receded from the earth,
andby the end of 150 days the water had decreased signifi-
cantly.4The ark came torestin the seventh month, onthe
seventeenth day of the month, on the mountains of Ararat.

5The water continued to recede until the tenth month;
inthe tenth month, on thefirstday of the month, the tops
of the mountains were visible. & After forty days Noah
opened the window of the ark that he had made, 7and
he sentout araven. It went back and forth until the wa-
terhad dried up from the earth.8Then he sentouta dove
tosee whether the water on the earth’s surface had gone
down, ®but the dove found no resting place for its foot.
It returned to him in the ark because water covered the
surface of the whole earth. He reached out and brought
itinto the ark to himself. 1 So Noah waited seven more
days and sent out the dove from the ark again. "When
the dove came to him atevening, there was a plucked ol-
ive leaf in its beak. So Noah knew that the water on the
earth’s surface had gone down. 12 After he had waited
another seven days, he sent out the dove, but it did not
return to him again. 3 In the six hundred and first year,
in the first month, on the first day of the month, the wa-
ter that had covered the earth was dried up. Then Noah
removed the ark’s cover and saw that the surface of the
ground was drying. ' By the twenty-seventh day of the
second month, the earth was dry.

15Then God spoke to Noah, 6”"Come out of the ark, you,
yourwife, your sons,and your sons’ wives withyou. " Bring
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outalltheliving creatures that are with you— birds, live-
stock, those that crawl on the earth—and they will spread
over the earth and be fruitful and multiply on the earth.”
1850 Noah, along with his sons, his wife, and his sons’ wives,
cameout.™ Allthe animals, all the creatures that crawl, and
all the flying creatures — everything that moves on the
earth— came out of the ark by their families.

20Then Noah built an altar to the LorRD. He took some
of every kind of clean animal and every kind of clean bird
and offered burnt offerings on the altar.2'When the LORD
smelled the pleasing aroma, he said to himself, "l will nev-
eragain curse the ground because of human beings, even
though theinclination of the human heartis evil fromyouth
onward. And | will never again strike down every living
thing as | have done.

22 Aslong as the earth endures,

seedtime and harvest, cold and heat,

summer and winter, and day and night

will not cease.”

God blessed Noah and his sons and said to them, “Be
fruitfuland multiply and fill the earth.2The fear and ter-
rorofyouwillbein everyliving creature on the earth, every
bird of the sky, every creature that crawls on the ground,
and all the fish of the sea. They are placed under your au-
thority. 3 Every creature thatlives and moves will be food
foryou; as | gave the green plants, | have givenyou every-
thing.4 However,you mustnoteat meatwithitslifeblood
init.5 And | willrequire a penalty for yourlifeblood:; | will re-
quireitfromany animal and from any human; if someone
murders a fellow human, | will require that person’s life.
6 Whoever sheds human blood,

by humans his blood will be shed,

for God made humans in his image.
7Butyou, be fruitfuland multiply; spread out over the earth
and multiply on it.”

8Then God said to Noah and his sons with him,?"Un-
derstand that | am establishing my covenant with you
and your descendants after you, '®and with every living
creature that is with you —birds, livestock, and all wild-
life of the earth that are with you —all the animals of the
earth that came out of the ark. | establish my covenant
with you that never again will every creature be wiped
out by floodwaters; there will never again be a flood to
destroy the earth.”

12 And God said, “This is the sign of the covenant| am
making between me and you and every living creature
with you, a covenant for all future generations: 3 have
placed my bow in the clouds, and it will be a sign of the
covenant between me and the earth. *Whenever | form
clouds over the earth and the bow appears in the clouds,
5] willremember my covenantbetweenme andyouandall
theliving creatures: water willnever again becomeaflood
to destroy every creature. 8 The bow will be in the clouds,
and | willlook atitand remember the permanent covenant
between God and all theliving creatures on earth.” " God
said to Noah, “This is the sign of the covenant that | have
established between me and every creature on earth.”

18 Noah's sons who came out of the ark were Shem,
Ham, and Japheth.Ham was the father of Canaan. These
three were Noah's sons, and from them the whole earth
was populated.

20 Noah, as aman of the soil, began by planting a vine-
yard. 2" He drank some of the wine, became drunk, and
uncovered himself inside his tent. 22 Ham, the father of
Canaan, saw his father naked and told his two brothers
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outside.23Then Shem and Japheth took a cloak and placed
itover both their shoulders, and walking backward, they
covered their father's nakedness. Their faces were turned
away, and they did not see their father naked.

24\When Noah awoke from his drinking and learned
what his youngest son had done to him, 25 he said:

Canaanis cursed.
He will be the lowest of slaves to his brothers.
26 He also said:
Blessed be the Lorp, the God of Shem;
Let Canaan be Shem’s slave.
27 LetGod extend Japheth;
let Japheth dwell in the tents of Shem;
let Canaan be Shem’s slave.

28 Now Noahlived 350 years after the flood.22 SoNoah's
life lasted 950 years; then he died.

1 These are the family records of Noah's sons, Shem,
Ham, and Japheth. They also had sons after the
flood.

2 Japheth’s sons: Gomer, Magog, Madai, Javan, Tubal,
Meshech, and Tiras. 3 Gomer’s sons: Ashkenaz, Riphath,
andTogarmah.4 AndJavan's sons: Elishah, Tarshish, Kittim,
and Dodanim.5 From these descendants, the peoples of the
coasts and islands spread out into their lands according
totheir clansin their nations, each with its own language.

6 Ham's sons: Cush, Mizraim, Put,and Canaan.” Cush's
sons: Seba, Havilah, Sabtah, Raamah, and Sabteca. And
Raamanh’s sons: Sheba and Dedan.

8 Cush fathered Nimrod, who began to be powerful
intheland.? He was a powerful hunter in the sight of the
Lorp.Thatis whyitis said, “Like Nimrod, a powerful hunt-
erin the sight of the Lorp.” 10 His kingdom started with
Babylon, Erech, Accad, and Calneh, in the land of Shinar.
1 From that land he went to Assyria and built Nineveh,
Rehoboth-ir, Calah, 12and Resen, between Nineveh and
the great city Calah.

13 Mizraim fathered the people of Lud, Anam, Lehab,
Naphtuh, 14 Pathrus, Casluh (the Philistines came from
them), and Caphtor.

15 Canaan fathered Sidon his firstborn and Heth, 16 as
well as the Jebusites, the Amorites, the Girgashites, 17 the
Hivites, the Arkites, the Sinites, ® the Arvadites, the Zema-
rites, and the Hamathites. Afterward the Canaanite clans
scattered.The Canaanite border went from Sidon going
toward Gerar as far as Gaza, and going toward Sodom, Go-
morrah, Admah, and Zeboiim as far as Lasha.

20These are Ham's sons by their clans, according to their
languages, in their lands and their nations.

21 And Shem, Japheth's older brother, also had sons.
Shem was the father of all the sons of Eber. 22 Shem’s sons
were Elam, Asshur, Arpachshad, Lud, and Aram.

23 Aram’s sons: Uz, Hul, Gether, and Mash.

24 Arpachshad fathered Shelah, and Shelah fathered
Eber.25 Eber had two sons. One was named Peleg, for dur-
ing his days the earth was divided; his brother was named
Joktan.26 And Joktan fathered Aimodad, Sheleph, Hazar-
maveth, Jerah, 2 Hadoram, Uzal, Diklah, 28 Obal, Abimael,
Sheba, 22 Ophir, Havilah, and Jobab. All these were Joktan's
sons.30Their settlements extended from Meshato Sephar,
the eastern hill country.

31These are Shem's sons by their clans, according to
theirlanguages, in theirlands and their nations.

32These are the clans of Noah's sons, according to their
family records, in their nations.The nations on earth spread
out from these after the flood.
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1 The whole earth had the same language and vo-
cabulary. 2 As people migrated from the east, they
foundavalleyin theland of Shinar and settled there.3They
said to each other, "Come, let us make oven-fired bricks.”
(They used brick for stone and asphalt for mortar.) 4 And
they said, “Come, let us build ourselves a city and a tower
with its top in the sky. Let us make a name for ourselves;
otherwise, we will be scattered throughout the earth.”
5Then the LORD came down to look over the city and
the tower thatthe humans were building.éThe LorRD said,
“Ifthey have begun to do this as one people all having the
same language, then nothing they plan to do will be im-
possible for them.? Come, let's go down there and confuse
their language so that they will not understand one an-
other's speech.” 8So from there the LoRD scattered them
throughout the earth, and they stopped building the city.
9Thereforeitis called Babylon, for there the LORD confused
thelanguage of the whole earth, and from there the LORD
scattered them throughout the earth.
10These are the family records of Shem. Shemlived 100
yearsandfathered Arpachshad twoyears after the flood.
11 After he fathered Arpachshad, Shem lived 500 years
and fathered other sons and daughters. 12 Arpachshad
lived 35 years and fathered Shelah. 13 After he fathered
Shelah, Arpachshad lived 403 years and fathered other
sons and daughters. 4 Shelahlived 30 years and fathered
Eber.’s After he fathered Eber, Shelahlived 403 years and
fathered other sons and daughters.'® Eberlived 34 years
and fathered Peleg. 17 After he fathered Peleg, Eber lived
430 years and fathered other sons and daughters. 18 Pe-
leg lived 30 years and fathered Reu. 1 After he fathered
Reu, Peleg lived 209 years and fathered other sons and
daughters.20Reulived 32 years and fathered Serug. 21 Af-
ter he fathered Serug, Reu lived 207 years and fathered
othersons and daughters. 22 Serug lived 30 years and fa-
thered Nahor. 23 After he fathered Nahor, Seruglived 200
years and fathered other sons and daughters. 24 Nahor
lived 29 years and fathered Terah. 25 After he fathered
Terah, Nahorlived 119 years and fathered other sons and
daughters. 26 Terah lived 70 years and fathered Abram,
Nahor, and Haran.
27These are the family records of Terah. Terah fathered
Abram, Nahor, and Haran, and Haran fathered Lot. 28 Ha-
ran died in his native land, in Ur of the Chaldeans, dur-
ing his father Terah's lifetime. 22 Abram and Nahor took
wives: Abram’s wife was named Sarai, and Nahor's wife
was named Milcah. She was the daughter of Haran, the
father of both Milcah and Iscah. 30 Sarai was unable to
conceive; she did not have a child.
31Terah took his son Abram, his grandson Lot (Haran's
son), and his daughter-in-law Sarai, his son Abram’s wife,
and they set out together from Ur of the Chaldeans to go
totheland of Canaan.Butwhen they came to Haran, they
settled there.32Terah lived 205 years and died in Haran.
1 The LorD said to Abram:
Go out from yourland,
your relatives,
and your father's house
to theland that | will show you.
2 |willmake you into a great nation,
| will bless you,
| will make your name great,
and you will be a blessing.
3 |willbless those who bless you,
| will curse anyone who treats you with contempt,
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and all the peoples on earth
will be blessed through you.
4So Abram went, as the LorD had told him, and Lot
went with him. Abram was seventy-five years old when
he left Haran. 5 He took his wife Sarai, his nephew Lot, all
the possessions they had accumulated, and the people
they had acquired in Haran, and they set out for the land
of Canaan.Whenthey came to theland of Canaan, ¢ Abram
passed through theland to the site of Shechem, atthe oak
of Moreh. (At that time the Canaanites were in theland.)
7The Lorp appeared to Abram and said, “To your offspring
| will give thisland.” So he built an altar there to the LorRD
who had appeared to him.8 From there hemoved on to the
hill country east of Bethel and pitched his tent, with Beth-
el on the west and Ai on the east. He built an altar to the
LorD there, and he called on the name of the LorD. °Then
Abram journeyed by stages to the Negev.
10There wasafamineintheland, so Abram wentdown
to Egypttostay there for awhile because the faminein the
land was severe. ""When he was about to enter Egypt, he
said to his wife Sarai, “Look, | know what a beautiful wom-
an you are. 2When the Egyptians see you, they will say,
‘This is his wife.' They will kill me but let you live. 13 Please
say you're my sister so it will go well for me because of
you, and my life will be spared on your account.” 1#When
Abram entered Egypt, the Egyptians saw that the wom-
an was very beautiful. 15 Pharaoh’s officials saw her and
praised her to Pharaoh, so the woman was taken to Pha-
raoh’s household. 6 He treated Abram well because of her,
and Abram acquired flocks and herds, male and female
donkeys, male and female slaves, and camels.
7Butthe LorD struck Pharaoh and his household with
severe plagues because of Abram's wife Sarai. 1 So Pha-
raoh sentfor Abram and said, “What have you done to me?
Why didnt you tell me she was your wife? 1 Why did you
say, 'She’'s my sister,’ so that | took her as my wife? Now,
hereis your wife.Take herand go! "20Then Pharaoh gave
his men orders about him, and they sent him away with
his wife and all he had.
1 Abram went up from Egypt to the Negev— he, his
wife, and allhe had, and Lot with him.2 Abram was
very richinlivestock, silver,and gold. 3 He went by stages
fromthe Negev to Bethel, to the place between Bethel and
Ai where his tent had formerly been, 4to the site where
he had built the altar. And Abram called on the name of
the LORD there.
5Now Lot, who was traveling with Abram, also had
flocks, herds, and tents. 6 But the land was unable to sup-
portthem aslong as they stayed together, for they had so
many possessions that they could notstay together,” and
there was quarreling between the herdsmen of Abram’s
livestock and the herdsmen of Lot'slivestock. (At thattime
the Canaanites and the Perizzites werelivingin theland.)
8S0 Abram said to Lot, “Please, let's not have quarrel-
ing between you and me, or between your herdsmen and
my herdsmen, since we are relatives.? Isn't the wholeland
before you? Separate from me: if you go to the left, | will
go to the right; if you go to the right, | will go to the left.”
10 Lot looked out and saw that the entire plain of the
Jordan as far as Zoar was well watered everywhere like
the LORD's garden andtheland of Egypt. (This was before the
Lorb destroyed Sodom and Gomorrah.) 1 So Lot chose the
entire plain of the Jordan for himself. Then Lot journeyed
eastward, and they separated from each other. 2 Abram
lived in the land of Canaan, but Lot lived in the cities on
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the plain and set up his tentnear Sodom. 3 (Now the men
of Sodom were evil, sinningimmensely against the LoRD.)

14 After Lot had separated from him, the LorD said to
Abram, “Look from the place where you are. Look north
andsouth, eastand west, '3 for | will give you and your off-
spring forever all the land that you see. 16 | will make your
offspringlike the dust of the earth, so that if anyone could
count the dust of the earth, then your offspring could be
counted. 7 Get up and walk around the land, through its
length and width, for | will give it to you.”

8So Abram moved his tent and went to live near the
oaks of Mamre at Hebron, where he built an altar to the
Lorp.

1 Inthose days King Amraphel of Shinar, King Arioch

of Ellasar, King Chedorlaomer of Elam, and King
Tidal of Goiim 2waged war against King Bera of Sodom,
King Birshaof Gomorrah, King Shinab of Admah, and King
Shemeber of Zeboiim, as well as the king of Bela (that s,
Zoar).3 Allofthese came as allies to the Siddim Valley (that
is, the Dead Sea). 4They were subject to Chedorlaomer
for twelve years, but in the thirteenth year they rebelled.
5Inthe fourteenthyear Chedorlaomer and the kings who
were with him came and defeated the Rephaim in Ash-
teroth-karnaim, the Zuzim in Ham, the Emim in Shaveh-
kiriathaim, 6 and the Horites in the mountains of Seir, as
far as El-paran by the wilderness. 7 Then they came back
toinvade En-mishpat (thatis, Kadesh), and they defeated
the whole territory of the Amalekites, as well as the Amo-
rites whollived in Hazazon-tamar.

8Then the king of Sodom, the king of Gomorrah, the
king of Admah, the king of Zeboiim, and the king of Bela
(that is, Zoar) went out and lined up for battle in the Sid-
dim Valley 2 against King Chedorlaomer of Elam, King Ti-
dal of Goiim, King Amraphel of Shinar, and King Arioch of
Ellasar—four kings against five. 1© Now the Siddim Val-
ley contained many asphalt pits, and as the kings of Sod-
om and Gomorrah fled, some fell into them, but the rest
fled to the mountains. " The four kings took all the goods
of Sodom and Gomorrah and all their food and went on.
12They also took Abram'’s nephew Lot and his possessions,
for he was living in Sodom, and they went on.

3 One of the survivors came and told Abram the He-
brew, who lived near the oaks belonging to Mamre the
Amorite, the brother of Eshcoland the brother of Aner.They
were bound by a treaty with Abram.14When Abram heard
thathis relative had been taken prisoner, he assembled his
318 trained men, born in his household, and they went in
pursuitas faras Dan.'s And he and his servants deployed
againstthem by night, defeated them, and pursued them
as far as Hobah to the north of Damascus. 1€ He brought
back all the goods and also his relative Lot and his goods,
as well as the women and the other people.

17 After Abram returned from defeating Chedorlao-
mer and the kings who were with him, the king of Sod-
om wentouttomeet himin the ShavehValley (thatis, the
King's Valley). '® Melchizedek, king of Salem, brought out
bread and wine; he was a priest to God Most High. 1 He
blessed him and said:

Abram is blessed by God Most High,
Creator of heaven and earth,
20 and blessed be God Most High
who has handed over your enemies to you.
And Abram gave him a tenth of everything.

21Then the king of Sodom said to Abram, “Give me the

people, but take the possessions for yourself.”
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22 Byt Abram said to the king of Sodom, “I have raised
my hand in an oath to the Lorp, God Most High, Creator
ofheaven and earth, 23 that| will not take a thread or san-
dalstrap oranything thatbelongs toyou, soyou can never
say,'|made Abramrich. 24| will take nothing except what
the servants have eaten. But as for the share of the men
who came with me — Aner, Eshcol, and Mamre — they
can take their share.”

1 After these events, the word of the LORD came to
Abramin avision:
Do not be afraid, Abram.
lamyour shield;
your reward will be very great.

2But Abram said, “Lord Gob, what can you give me,
since | am childless and the heir of my house is Eliezer of
Damascus? "3 Abram continued, “Look, you have given me
no offspring, o a slave born in my house will be my heir.”

4Now the word of the LorRD came to him: “This one will
not be your heir; instead, one who comes from your own
body willbe your heir."5 He took him outside and said, “Look
atthe skyand countthestars, ifyou are able to countthem.”
Then hesaid to him, “Your offspring will be thatnumerous.”

6 Abram believed the LoRD, and he credited it to him
asrighteousness.

7He also said to him, "l am the LORD who brought you
from Ur of the Chaldeans to give you thisland to possess.”

8But he said, “Lord Gobp, how can | know that | will
possess it? "

9 He said to him, “Bring me a three-year-old cow, athree-
year-old female goat, a three-year-old ram, a turtiedove,
and ayoung pigeon.”

10S0 he brought all these to him, cut them in half, and
laid the pieces opposite each other, but he did not cut the
birds in half. 1 Birds of prey came down on the carcasses,
but Abram drove them away. 2 As the sun was setting, a
deep sleep came over Abram, and suddenly great terror
and darkness descended on him.

13Then the LoRD said to Abram, “Know this for certain:
Your offspring will be resident aliens for four hundred years
inalandthatdoes notbelong to them and will be enslaved
and oppressed. * However, | will judge the nation they
serve, and afterward they will go out with many posses-
sions. 15 But you will go to your fathers in peace and be
buried at a good old age. '8 In the fourth generation they
will return here, for the iniquity of the Amorites has not
yetreached its full measure.”

7When the sun had setand it was dark, asmoking fire
potand aflaming torch appeared and passed between the
divided animals.® On that day the LORD made a covenant
with Abram, saying, " give thisland to your offspring, from
the Brook of Egypt to the greatriver, the Euphrates River:
9theland of the Kenites, Kenizzites, Kadmonites, 20 Heth-
ites, Perizzites, Rephaim, 21 Amorites, Canaanites, Girga-
shites, and Jebusites.”

1 Abram’s wife Sarai had not borne any children for

him, but she owned an Egyptian slave named Ha-
gar.2Sarai said to Abram, “Since the LORD has prevented
me from bearing children, go to my slave; perhaps through
herlcanbuild a family.” And Abram agreed to what Sarai
said.3So Abram’s wife Sarai took Hagar, her Egyptianslave,
and gave her to her husband Abram as a wife for him.This
happened after Abram had livedintheland of Canaanten
years. 4 He slept with Hagar, and she became pregnant.
Whenshe saw thatshe was pregnant, her mistress became
contemptible to her.5Then Sarai said to Abram, “You are
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responsible for my suffering! | put my slave in your arms,
and when she saw that she was pregnant, | became con-
temptible to her. May the LorD judge between meandyou.”

6 Abram replied to Sarai, “Here, your slave is in your
hands; do whatever you want with her.” Then Sarai mis-
treated her so much that she ran away from her.

7The angel of the LorD found her by aspring in the wil-
derness, the spring on the way to Shur. 8 He said, “"Hagar,
slave of Sarai, where have you come from and where are
you going?”

Shereplied,“I'm running away from my mistress Sarai.”

9The angel of the LORD said to her, “Go back to your
mistress and submit to her authority.” 1°The angel of the
Lorp said to her, "I will greatly multiply your offspring, and
they will be too many to count.”

"The angel of the LorD said to her,”You have conceived
and willhave a son.You willname him Ishmael, for the LorD
has heard your cry of affliction.12This man will be like a wild
donkey. His hand will be againsteveryone, and everyone's
hand willbe againsthim; he will settle near all his relatives.”

13S0 she named the LORD who spoke to her: “You are
El-roi,” for she said, “In this place, have | actually seen the
one who sees me? " 14That is why the well is called Beer-
lahai-roi. Itis between Kadesh and Bered.

1550 Hagar gave birth to Abram'’s son, and Abram
named his son (whom Hagar bore) Ishmael. '6 Abram
was eighty-six years old when Hagar bore Ishmael to him.
1 When Abram was ninety-nine years old, the LORD

appeared to him, saying, “l am God Almighty. Live
in my presence and be blameless. 2| will set up my cov-
enantbetween me andyou, and | will multiply you greatly.”
3Then Abram fell facedown and God spoke with him:
4"As for me, here is my covenant with you: You willbecome
the father of many nations. 5 Your name will no longer be
Abram; your name will be Abraham, for | will make you
the father of many nations. 8| will make you extremely
fruitful and will make nations and kings come from you.
7| will confirm my covenant that is between me and you
and your future offspring throughout their generations.
Itis a permanent covenant to be your God and the God
of your offspring after you. 8 And to you and your future
offspring | will give the land where you are residing—all
the land of Canaan— as a permanent possession, and |
will be their God.”

9God also said to Abraham, “As for you, you and your
offspring after you throughout their generations are to
keep my covenant.®This is my covenantbetween meand
you and your offspring after you, which you are to keep:
Every one of your males must be circumcised. " You must
circumcise the flesh of your foreskin to serve as a sign of
the covenant between me and you. 2Throughout your
generations, every male among you is to be circumcised
at eight days old — every male born in your household
or purchased from any foreigner and not your offspring.
13Whether born in your household or purchased, he must
be circumcised. My covenant will be marked in your flesh
asapermanentcovenant.*fany maleis notcircumcised
intheflesh of his foreskin, that man will be cut off from his
people; he has broken my covenant.”

15 God said to Abraham, "As for your wife Sarai, do not
call her Sarai, for Sarah will be her name. 16 | will bless her;
indeed, | will give you a son by her. | will bless her, and she
will produce nations; kings of peoples will come from her.”

7 Abraham fell facedown.Then helaughed and said to
himself, “Can a child be born to a hundred-year-old man?
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Can Sarah, a ninety-year-old woman, give birth? " 18So
Abraham said to God, “If only Ishmael were acceptable
toyou!”

19 But God said, “No. Your wife Sarah will bear you a
son, and you will name him Isaac. | will confirm my cov-
enant with him as a permanent covenant for his future
offspring. 20 As for Ishmael, | have heard you. | will cer-
tainly bless him; | will make him fruitful and will multiply
him greatly. He will father twelve tribal leaders, and | will
make himinto a great nation. 2 But | will confirm my cov-
enantwith Isaac, whom Sarah will bear to you at this time
nextyear.”22\When he finished talking with him, God with-
drew from Abraham.

2350 Abraham took his son Ishmael and those born
inhis household or purchased — every male among the
members of Abraham'’s household — and he circum-
cised the flesh of their foreskin on that very day, just
as God had said to him. 24 Abraham was ninety-nine
years old when the flesh of his foreskin was circumcised,
25 and his son Ishmael was thirteen years old when the
flesh of his foreskin was circumcised. 26 On that same
day Abraham and his son Ishmael were circumcised.
27 And all the men of his household — whether born in
his household or purchased from a foreigner — were
circumcised with him.

1 The Lorp appeared to Abraham at the oaks of Mam-

re while he was sitting at the entrance of his tent
during the heat of the day. 2 He looked up, and he saw
three men standing near him.When he saw them, heran
from the entrance of the tent to meet them, bowed to the
ground, 3 andsaid, "My lord, if | have found favor with you,
please donotgoon pastyourservant.4Letalittle waterbe
brought, thatyou may wash your feetand restyourselves
under the tree.5 | will bring a bit of bread so that you may
strengthen yourselves. This is why you have passed your
servant’s way. Later, you can continue on.”

"Yes," they replied, “do as you have said.”

650 Abraham hurried into the tent and said to Sar-
ah, "Quick! Knead three measures of fine flour and make
bread.”” Abraham ran to the herd and got a tender, choice
calf. He gaveitto ayoung man, who hurried to prepare it.
8Then Abraham took curds and milk, as well as the calfthat
he had prepared, and set them before the men. He served
them as they ate under the tree.

9"Where is your wife Sarah? " they asked him.

“There, in the tent,” he answered.

10The LoRD said, “ will certainly come back to you in
aboutayear'stime, and your wife Sarah willhave ason! ”
Now Sarah was listening at the entrance of the tent be-
hind him.

1 Abraham and Sarah were old and getting oninyears.
Sarah had passed the age of childbearing. "2 So shelaughed
to herself: "After | am worn out and my lord is old, will |
have delight?”

13 Butthe Lorp asked Abraham, “"Why did Sarahlaugh,
saying, ‘Can | really have a baby when I'm old? " 14|s any-
thingimpossible for the Lorp? Atthe appointed time | will
comebacktoyou,andinaboutayearshewillhaveason.”

15Sarah denied it. 1 did notlaugh,” she said, because
she was afraid.

But he replied, “No, you did laugh.”

16The men got up from there and looked out over Sod-
om, and Abraham was walking with them to see them
off. ”Then the LoRD said, “Should | hide what | am about
to do from Abraham? 18 Abraham is to become a great
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and powerful nation, and all the nations of the earth will
be blessed through him. 1 For | have chosen him so that
he will command his children and his house after him to
keep the way of the LORD by doing what is right and just.
This is how the Lorb will fulfill to Abraham what he prom-
ised him."20Then the LoRrD said, “The outcry against Sod-
om and Gomorrah is immense, and their sin is extremely
serious.2'| willgo down to see if what they have done jus-
tifies the cry that has come up to me. If not, | will find out.”

22The men turned from there and went toward Sod-
om while Abraham remained standing before the LoRD.
23 Apraham stepped forward and said, “Will you really
sweep away the righteous with the wicked? 24What if
there are fifty righteous people in the city? Will you real-
ly sweep it away instead of sparing the place for the sake
of the fifty righteous people who are in it? 25You could
not possibly do such a thing: to kill the righteous with the
wicked, treating the righteous and the wicked alike. You
could not possibly do that! Won't the Judge of the whole
earth do whatis just?”

26The Loro said, “If | find fifty righteous people in the
city of Sodom, | will spare the whole place for their sake.”

27Then Abraham answered, “Since | have ventured to
speak to my lord —even though | am dust and ashes —
28 suppose the fifty righteous lack five. Willyou destroy the
whole city forlack of five? "

Hereplied, "l willnot destroy itif find forty-five there.”

29Then he spoke to him again, “Suppose forty are found
there?”

He answered, "l will not do it on account of forty.”

30Then he said, “Letmylord notbe angry, and | will speak
further. Suppose thirty are found there? "

He answered, "l will not do it if | find thirty there.”

31Then he said, “Since | have ventured to speak to my
lord, suppose twenty are found there? "

Hereplied, “ will not destroy it on account of twenty.”

32Then hesaid, “Letmylord notbe angry, and | will speak
one more time. Suppose ten are found there?”

He answered, "l will not destroy it on account of ten.”
33When the LorD had finished speaking with Abraham, he
departed, and Abraham returned to his place.

1 The two angels entered Sodom in the evening as

Lot was sittingin Sodom’s gateway.When Lot saw
them, he got up to meet them. He bowed with his face to
the ground 2and said, “My lords, turn aside to your ser-
vant's house, wash your feet, and spend the night. Then
you can get up early and go on your way.”

“No,” they said. “"We would rather spend the night in
thesquare.”3 Buthe urged them so strongly that they fol-
lowed him and wentinto his house. He prepared afeastand
baked unleavened bread for them, and they ate.

4Before they went to bed, the men of the city of Sod-
om, bothyoung and old, the whole population, surround-
edthe house.5They called out to Lot and said, “Where are
the men who came toyou tonight? Send them out to us so
we can have sex with them! "

6 Lot went out to them at the entrance and shut the
door behind him.”He said, “Don’t do this evil, my broth-
ers. 8Look, I've got two daughters who haven’t been in-
timate with aman. I'll bring them out to you, and you can
do whatever you want to them. However, don't do any-
thing to these men, because they have come under the
protection of my roof.”

9"Get out of the way! " they said, adding, “This one
came here as an alien, but he's acting like a judge! Now
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we'll do more harm to you than to them.” They put pres-
sure on Lot and came up to break down the door. 10 But
the angels reached out, brought Lot into the house with
them, and shut the door. " They struck the men who were
at the entrance of the house, both young and old, with
blindness so that they were unable to find the entrance.

12Then the angels said to Lot, “Doyou have anyone else
here:ason-in-law, your sons and daughters, or anyone else
inthe city who belongs toyou? Get them out of this place,
3 for we are about to destroy this place because the out-
cry against its people is so great before the LorD, that the
Lorp has sent us to destroy it.”

1450 Lot went out and spoke to his sons-in-law, who
were going to marry his daughters.”Getup,” he said."”Get
outofthis place, for the LorD is about to destroy the city! ”
But his sons-in-law thought he was joking.

15 At daybreak the angels urged Lot on: “Get up! Take
your wife and your two daughters who are here, or you
will be swept away in the punishment of the city.” 16 But
he hesitated. Because of the LorRD’s compassion for him,
the men grabbed his hand, his wife's hand, and the hands
of his two daughters. They brought him out and left him
outside the city.

7 As soon as the angels got them outside, one of them
said, “Run for your lives! Don't look back and don't stop
anywhere on the plain! Run to the mountains, or you will
be sweptaway! "

18 Byt Lot said to them, “No, mylords — please. ™ Your
servant has indeed found favor with you, and you have
shown me greatkindness by saving my life.But I can'trun
to the mountains; the disaster will overtake me, and | will
die. 20 Look, this town is close enough for me to flee to. It
is a small place. Please let me run to it—it's only a small
place,isn'tit?—so that| can survive.”

21 And he said to him, "All right, I'll grant your request
about this matter too and will not demolish the town you
mentioned.22Hurry up! Runtoit, forl cannot do anything
untilyou getthere."Therefore the name of the city is Zoar.

23The sun had risen over the land when Lot reached
Zoar.24Then out of the sky the Lorp rained on Sodom and
Gomorrah burning sulfur from the LorDp. 25 He demolished
these cities, the entire plain, all the inhabitants of the cit-
ies, and whatever grew on the ground. 26 But Lot's wife
looked back and became a pillar of salt.

27Earlyinthe morning Abraham wentto the place where
he had stood before the LorD. 28 He looked down toward
Sodom and Gomorrah and all theland of the plain, and he
saw thatsmoke was going up from theland like the smoke
ofafurnace.?? Soitwas, when God destroyed the cities of
theplain, heremembered Abraham and brought Lot out of
the middle of the upheaval when he demolished the cities
where Lot had lived.

30| ot departed from Zoar and lived in the mountains
along with his two daughters, because he was afraid to
live in Zoar. Instead, he and his two daughters lived in a
cave. 31Then the firstborn said to the younger, “Our fa-
ther is old, and there is no man in the land to sleep with
us as is the custom of all the land. 32 Come, let's get our
father to drink wine so that we can sleep with him and
preserve our father's line.” 33 So they got their father to
drink wine that night, and the firstborn came and slept
with her father; he did not know when she lay down or
when she got up.

34The nextday thefirstbornsaid to the younger,”Look,
Isleptwith my fatherlastnight. Let's gethimto drink wine
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again tonight so you can go sleep with him and we can
preserve our father's line.” 35That night they again got
their fatherto drink wine, and the younger went and slept
with him; he did not know when she lay down or when
she gotup.

36 So both of Lot's daughters became pregnant by their
father.37The firstborn gave birth to a son and named him
Moab.Heis the father of the Moabites of today.38 The youn-
geralso gave birth toason, and she named him Ben-ammi.
Heis the father of the Ammonites of today.

2 0 From there Abraham traveled to the region of the

Negev and settled between Kadesh and Shur. While
he was staying in Gerar, 2 Abraham said about his wife
Sarah, "Sheis my sister.” So King Abimelech of Gerar had
Sarah brought to him.

3But God came to Abimelech in a dream by night and
said to him, “You are about to die because of the woman
you have taken, for she is a married woman.”

4Now Abimelech had not approached her, so he said,
“Lord, would you destroy a nation even though itis inno-
cent?5Didn't he himself say to me, 'She is my sister'? And
she herself said, "He is my brother." | did this with a clear
conscience and clean hands.”

6Then God said to himin the dream, “Yes, | know that
you did this with a clear conscience. | have also kept you
fromsinning againstme.Therefore | have notletyou touch
her.? Now return the man'’s wife, for he is a prophet, and
he will pray for you and you will live. But if you do not re-
turn her, know thatyou will certainly die, you and all who
areyours.”

8Early in the morning Abimelech got up, called all his
servants together,and personally told them all these things,
and the men were terrified.

9Then Abimelech called Abraham in and said to him,
“What have you done to us? How did | sin against you
that you have brought such enormous guilt on me and
on my kingdom? You have done things to me that should
neverbedone.”1° Abimelech also asked Abraham, “What
made you do this? "

1 Abraham replied, "l thought, ‘There is absolutely no
fearof God in this place.They willkill me because of my wife.’
12 Besides, she really is my sister, the daughter of my father
though not the daughter of my mother, and she became
my wife.3 Sowhen God had me wander from my father's
house, | said to her: Show yourloyalty to me wherever we
go and say about me:'He's my brother."”

14Then Abimelech took flocks and herds and male and
femaleslaves, gave them to Abraham, and returned his wife
Sarah to him. 5 Abimelech said, “Look, my land is before
you. Settle wherever you want.” 6 And he said to Sarah,
“Look, | am giving your brother one thousand pieces of
silver. Itis a verification of your honor to all who are with
you. You are fully vindicated.”

17Then Abraham prayed to God, and God healed Abim-
elech, his wife, and his female slaves so that they could
bear children, 18 for the LoRD had completely closed all the
wombs in Abimelech’s household on account of Sarah,
Abraham's wife.

2 The LorD came to Sarah as he had said, and the

Loro did for Sarah what he had promised. 2 Sarah
became pregnant and bore a son to Abraham in his old
age, at the appointed time God had told him. 3 Abraham
named his son who was born to him —the one Sarah bore
to him—Isaac. 4When his son Isaac was eight days old,
Abraham circumcised him, as God had commanded him.
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5 Abraham was a hundred years old when his son Isaac
was born to him.

6 Sarah said, “God has made me laugh, and everyone
who hears willlaugh with me.”? She also said, “Who would
havetold Abraham that Sarah would nurse children? Yet|
have borne a son for himin his old age.”

8The child grew and was weaned, and Abraham held
a great feast on the day Isaac was weaned. 2 But Sarah
saw the son mocking— the one Hagar the Egyptian had
borne to Abraham. 10 So she said to Abraham, “Drive out
this slave with her son, for the son of this slave will not be
a coheir with my son Isaac! "

"This was very distressing to Abraham because of his
son. 12But God said to Abraham, “Do not be distressed
about the boy and about your slave.Whatever Sarah says
toyou, listen to her, because your offspring will be traced
through Isaac, 2 and | will also make a nation of the slave's
son because he is your offspring.”

14 Early in the morning Abraham got up, took bread
and awaterskin, putthem on Hagar's shoulders, and sent
her and the boy away. She left and wandered in the Wil-
derness of Beer-sheba. *When the water in the skin was
gone, sheleftthe boy under one of the bushes 16 and went
andsatatadistance, aboutabowshotaway, for she said,
"l can't bear to watch the boy die! "While she satatadis-
tance, she weptloudly.

7God heard the boy crying, and the angel of God called
to Hagar from heaven and said to her, “"What's wrong,
Hagar? Don't be afraid, for God has heard the boy crying
from the place where heis. 8 Get up, help the boy up, and
grasp his hand, for | will make him a greatnation.” ®Then
God opened her eyes, and she saw a well. So she wentand
filled the waterskin and gave the boy a drink. 20 God was
with theboy, and he grew; he settledin the wilderness and
becamean archer.2'He settled in the Wilderness of Paran,
and his mother got a wife for him from the land of Egypt.

22 At that time Abimelech, accompanied by Phicol the
commander of his army, said to Abraham, “God is withyou
in everythingyou do.23 Swear to me by God here and now,
thatyou will not break an agreement with me or with my
children and descendants. As | have been loyal to you, so
you will be loyal to me and to the country where you are
aresidentalien.”

24 And Abraham said, “| swearit.” 25 But Abraham com-
plained to Abimelech because of the well that Abimelech’s
servants had seized.

26 Abimelech replied, | don'tknow who did this thing.
You didn't report anything to me, so | hadn't heard about
ituntiltoday.”

27 Abraham took flocks and herds and gave them to
Abimelech, and the two of them made a covenant.28 Abra-
ham separated seven ewe lambs from the flock. 2° And
Abimelech said to Abraham, “Why have you separated
these seven ewe lambs? "

30 He replied, “You are to accept the seven ewe lambs
from me so that this act will serve as my witness that| dug
this well.” 3'Therefore that place was called Beer-sheba
because it was there that the two of them swore an oath.
32 After they had made a covenant at Beer-sheba, Abim-
elech and Phicol, the commander of his army, left and re-
turned to theland of the Philistines.

33 Abraham planted a tamarisk tree in Beer-sheba, and
there he called on the name of the Lorp, the Everlasting
God. 34 And Abraham lived as an alien in the land of the
Philistines for many days.
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2 After these things God tested Abraham and said
to him, "Abraham!”

“Here lam,” he answered.

2"Take your son,” he said, “your only son Isaac, whom
youlove, gototheland of Moriah, and offerhimthereasa
burntoffering on one of the mountains | will tell you about.”

350 Abraham got up early in the morning, saddled his
donkey, and took with him two of his young men and his
sonlsaac. He splitwood for a burnt offering and setout to
go to the place God had told him about. 4 On the third day
Abrahamlooked up and saw the place in the distance.5Then
Abraham said to his young men, “Stay here with the don-
key.The boy and | will go over there to worship; then we'll
comeback toyou.” Abraham took the wood for the burnt
offeringandlaid iton his sonIsaac.In hishand he took the
fire and the knife, and the two of them walked on together.

7Then Isaac spoke to his father Abraham and said,
"My father.”

And he replied, “Here | am, my son.”

Isaac said, “The fire and the wood are here, but where
is the lamb for the burnt offering? "

8 Abraham answered, “God himself will provide the
lamb for the burnt offering, my son.”Then the two of them
walked on together.

9\When they arrived at the place that God had told him
about, Abraham built the altar there and arranged the
wood. He bound his son Isaac and placed him on the al-
taron top of the wood.©Then Abraham reached outand
took the knife to slaughter his son.

11But the angel of the LORD called to him from heaven
and said, "Abraham, Abraham! "

He replied, “Here lam.”

12Then hesaid, “Do notlay ahand on the boy or do any-
thing to him. For now | know thatyou fear God, since you
have not withheld your only son from me.” 13 Abraham
looked up and saw aram caughtin the thicketbyits horns.
So Abraham went and took the ram and offered it as a
burntoffering in place of his son. 1 And Abraham named
that place The Lorp Will Provide, so today it is said: "It will
be provided on the LORD’s mountain.”

15Thenthe angel of the LORD called to Abraham a second
time from heaven 6 and said, "By myself | have sworn,” this
isthe LorRD's declaration:”Because you have done this thing
and have not withheld your only son, 77 | will indeed bless
you and make your offspring as numerous as the stars of
the sky and the sand on the seashore. Your offspring will
possess the city gates of their enemies. 18 And all the na-
tions of the earth will be blessed by your offspring because
you have obeyed my command.”

9 Abraham wentback to his young men, and they got
up and went together to Beer-sheba. And Abraham set-
tled in Beer-sheba.

20 Now after these things Abraham was told, “Milcah
also has borne sons to your brother Nahor: 21 Uz his first-
born, his brother Buz, Kemuel the father of Aram, 22 Chesed,
Hazo, Pildash, Jidlaph, and Bethuel.” 22 And Bethuel fa-
thered Rebekah. Milcah bore these eight to Nahor, Abra-
ham’s brother.24 His concubine, whose name was Reumah,
also bore Tebah, Gaham, Tahash, and Maacah.

2 Now Sarahlived 127 years; these were all the years

of herlife.2Sarah died in Kiriath-arba (that is, He-
bron)intheland of Canaan,and Abraham wentto mourn
for Sarah and to weep for her.

3Then Abraham got up from beside his dead wife and
spoke to the Hethites: 4"l am an alien residingamong you.

8/4/17 3:34 PM



A WIFE FOR ISAAC

Give me burial property among you so that | can bury my
dead.”

5The Hethites replied to Abraham, & “Listen to us, my
lord.You are a prince of God among us. Bury your dead in
our finest burial place. None of us will withhold from you
his burial place for burying your dead.”

7Then Abrahamrose and bowed down to the Hethites,
the people oftheland.8 He said tothem,”Ifyou are willing
forme tobury my dead, listen to me and ask Ephron son of
Zoharonmy behalf? to give me the cave of Machpelah that
belongs to him;itis atthe end of his field. Let him give it to
meinyour presence, for the full price, as burial property.”

10 Ephron was sitting among the Hethites. So in the
hearing of all the Hethites who came to the gate of his
city, Ephron the Hethite answered Abraham: """ No, my
lord. Listen to me. | give you the field, and | give you the
cave thatisinit.| give it to you in the sight of my people.
Bury your dead.”

12 Abraham bowed down to the people of theland 3 and
said to Ephron in the hearing of the people of the land,
"Listen to me, if you please. Let me pay the price of the
field. Accept it from me, and let me bury my dead there.”

14 Ephron answered Abraham and said to him, 15" My
lord, listen to me. Land worth four hundred shekels of sil-
ver— whatis thatbetweenyouandme? Bury yourdead.”
16 Abraham agreed with Ephron, and Abraham weighed
out to Ephron the silver that he had agreed to in the hear-
ing of the Hethites: four hundred standard shekels of silver.
7So Ephron’s field at Machpelah near Mamre — the field
withits cave and all the trees anywhere within the bound-
aries of the field—became 1 Abraham'’s possessionin the
sight of all the Hethites who came to the gate of his city.
19 After this, Abraham buried his wife Sarah in the cave of
thefield at Machpelah near Mamre (thatis, Hebron) in the
land of Canaan. 2°The field with its cave passed from the
Hethites to Abraham as burial property.

2 Abraham was now old, gettingoninyears,and the
Lorb had blessed himineverything.2 Abraham said
to his servant, the elder of his household who managed all
heowned,“Placeyourhand undermythigh,3and | willhave
you swear by the Lorp, God of heaven and God of earth,
that you will not take a wife for my son from the daugh-
ters of the Canaanites among whom | live, 4 but will go to
my land and my family to take a wife for my son Isaac.”
5The servant said to him, “Suppose the woman is un-
willing to follow me to this land? Should | have your son
go back to theland you came from? "

6 Abraham answered him, “Make sure that you don't
take mysonback there.”The LoRrp, the God of heaven, who
took me from my father's house and from my nativeland,
who spoke to me and swore to me, 'l will give this land to
your offspring’ — he will send his angel before you, and
you can take a wife for my son from there. 8 If the woman
isunwilling to follow you, thenyou are free from this oath
tome, butdon’tletmy songoback there."? So the servant
placed his hand under his master Abraham’s thigh and
swore an oath to him concerning this matter.

10The servant took ten of his master's camels, and with
allkinds of his master's goods in hand, he went to Aram-
naharaim, to Nahor's town. " At evening, the time when
women wentout to draw water, he made the camels kneel
beside a well outside the town.

12" orp, God of my master Abraham,” he prayed, “make
this happen for me today, and show kindness to my mas-
ter Abraham. |amstanding here atthe spring where the
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daughters of the men of the town are coming out to draw
water. 14 Let the girl to whom | say, 'Please lower your wa-
terjug so thatl may drink,’ and who responds, ‘Drink, and
I'll water your camels also’ — et her be the one you have
appointed for your servant Isaac. By this | will know that
you have shown kindness to my master.”

15 Before he had finished speaking, there was Rebek-
ah— daughter of Bethuel son of Milcah, the wife of Abra-
ham’s brother Nahor— coming with ajug on her shoulder.
16 Now the girl was very beautiful, a virgin—no man had
been intimate with her. She wentdown to the spring, filled
her jug, and came up. Then the servant ran to meet her
and said, “Please let me have alittle water fromyour jug.”

18Shereplied, “Drink, mylord.” She quickly lowered her
jugto herhand and gave him adrink."When she had fin-
ished giving him adrink, she said, “I'll also draw water for
your camels until they have had enough to drink.” 20 She
quicklyemptied herjuginto the trough and hurried to the
well again to draw water. She drew water for all his camels
21while the man silently watched her to see whether or not
the LorD had made his journey a success.

22 As the camels finished drinking, the man took a gold
ring weighing half a shekel, and for her wrists two brace-
lets weighing ten shekels of gold.23 “Whose daughter are
you? " he asked. “Please tell me, is there room in your fa-
ther's house for us to spend the night? ”

24She answered him, “I am the daughter of Bethuel
son of Milcah, whom she bore to Nahor.” 25 She also said
to him, “We have plenty of straw and feed and a place to
spend the night.”

26Then the man knelt low, worshiped the LoRD, 27 and
said, "Blessed be the Lorp, the God of my master Abraham,
who has not withheld his kindness and faithfulness from
my master. As for me, the LORD has led me on the journey
to the house of my master's relatives.”

28The girl ran and told her mother’s household about
these things.2 Now Rebekah had a brother named Laban,
and Laban ran out to the man at the spring. 3% As soon as
he had seen thering and the bracelets on his sister's wrists,
andwhen he had heard his sister Rebekah's words —"The
mansaid thistome! “—hewentto theman.He was stand-
ing there by the camels at the spring.

31Labansaid, "Come, youwho are blessed by the LORD.
Why areyou standing outhere? | have prepared the house
andaplace forthe camels.”32 So theman came to the house,
and the camels were unloaded. Straw and feed were giv-
en to the camels, and water was brought to wash his feet
and the feet of the men with him.

33 Ameal was setbefore him, buthe said, “l will not eat
until | have said what | have to say.”

So Laban said, “Please speak.”

34" am Abraham’s servant,” he said.35“The LoRD has
greatly blessed my master,and he has becomerich.He has
given him flocks and herds, silver and gold, male and female
slaves, and camels and donkeys. 36 Sarah, my master’s wife,
bore a son to my master in her old age, and he has given
him everything he owns. 37 My master put me under this
oath:You will not take a wife for my son from the daugh-
ters of the Canaanites in whose land | live 38 but will go
to my father’s family and to my clan to take a wife for my
son.’ 32 But | said to my master, ‘Suppose the woman will
not come back with me? ' 4% He said to me, ‘The LORD be-
fore whom | have walked will send his angel with you and
make your journey asuccess, and you will take a wife formy
son from my clan and from my father's family. 41 Thenyou
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will be free from my oath if you go to my family and they
do not give her to you— you will be free from my oath.’

42"Today when | came to the spring, | prayed: Lorp,
God of my master Abraham, if only you will make my jour-
ney successful! 43| am standing here at a spring. Let the
young woman who comes out to draw water, and | say to
her,'Please let me drink alittle water from yourjug, 44 and
who responds to me, ‘Drink, and I'll draw water for your
camels also’—lether be the woman the LorRD has appoint-
ed for my master's son.

45"Before | had finished praying silently, there was Re-
bekah coming with her jug on her shoulder, and she went
down to the spring and drew water.So | said to her,'Please
let me have a drink.’ 46 She quickly lowered her jug from
her shoulder and said, 'Drink, and I'll water your camels
also.’ So | drank, and she also watered the camels. 47 Then
| asked her, 'Whose daughter are you? ' She responded,
‘The daughter of Bethuel son of Nahor, whom Milcah bore
to him.’ So | put the ring on her nose and the bracelets on
her wrists. 48Then | knelt low, worshiped the Lorp, and
blessed the Lorp, the God of my master Abraham, who
guided me on the right way to take the granddaughter of
my master’s brother for his son. 49 Now, if you are going
to show kindness and faithfulness to my master, tell me;
if not, tell me, and | will go elsewhere.”

50 Laban and Bethuel answered, “This is from the LoRD;
we have no choice in the matter.5! Rebekah is herein front
ofyou.Take herand go, andlet her be a wife for your mas-
ter's son, justas the LORD has spoken.”

52\hen Abraham's servant heard their words, he bowed
to the ground before the LorD.53Then he brought out ob-
jects of silver and gold, and garments, and gave them to
Rebekah. He also gave precious gifts to her brother and
hermother.54Then he and the men with him ate and drank
and spent the night.

When they got up in the morning, he said, “Send me
to my master.”

55 But her brother and mother said, “Let the girl stay
with us for about ten days. Then she can go.”

56 But he responded to them, “Do not delay me, since
the LORD has made my journey a success. Send me away
so that| may go to my master.”

5750 they said, “Let’s call the girl and ask her opinion.”

58They called Rebekah and said to her, “Will you go
with thisman?”

Shereplied, "l willgo.” 52 So they sent away their sister
Rebekah with the one who had nursed and raised her,and
Abraham's servant and his men.

60They blessed Rebekah, saying to her:

Our sister, may you become
thousands upon ten thousands.
May your offspring possess

the city gates of their enemies.

61Then Rebekah and her female servants got up, mount-
ed the camels, and followed the man. So the servant took
Rebekah and left.

62 Now Isaac was returning from Beer-lahai-roi, for he
waslivinginthe Negevregion. 3 In the early evening Isaac
wentouttowalk in the field, andlooking up he saw camels
coming.%4Rebekahlooked up,and whenshe saw Isaac, she
gotdown from her camel 65 and asked the servant, “Who
is that man in the field coming to meetus? "

The servant answered, “It is my master.” So she took
herveil and covered herself. 86 Then the servant told Isaac
everything he had done.
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THE BIRTH OF JACOB AND ESAU

67 And Isaac brought her into the tent of his mother Sar-
ah and took Rebekah to be his wife. Isaac loved her, and
he was comforted after his mother's death.

2 Abraham had taken another wife, whose name

was Keturah, 2and she bore him Zimran, Jokshan,
Medan, Midian, Ishbak, and Shuah. 3 Jokshan fathered
Sheba and Dedan. Dedan’s sons were the Asshurim, Le-
tushim, and Leummim. 4 And Midian's sons were Ephah,
Epher, Hanoch, Abida, and Eidaah. All these were sons of
Keturah. 5 Abraham gave everything he owned to Isaac.
6 But Abraham gave gifts to the sons of his concubines,
and while he was still alive he sent them eastward, away
from his son Isaac, to theland of the East.

This is the length of Abraham'’s life: 175 years. 8 He
took his last breath and died at a good old age, old and
contented, and he was gathered to his people. ® His sons
Isaac and Ishmael buried him in the cave of Machpelah
near Mamre, in the field of Ephron son of Zohar the Heth-
ite. 19This was the field that Abraham bought from the
Hethites. Abraham was buried there with his wife Sarah.
" After Abraham’s death, God blessed his son Isaac, who
lived near Beer-lahai-roi.

12These are the family records of Abraham'’s son Ishmael,
whom Hagar the Egyptian, Sarah’s slave, bore to Abraham.
3These are the names of Ishmael’s sons; theirnames accord-
ing to the family records are Nebaioth, Ishmael's firstoorn,
then Kedar, Adbeel, Mibsam, 14 Mishma, Dumah, Massa,
5Hadad, Tema, Jetur, Naphish, and Kedemah. 6 These are
Ishmael's sons, and these are their names by their settle-
ments and encampments: twelve leaders of their clans.
7This is the length of Ishmael’s life: 137 years. He took his
lastbreath and died, and was gathered to his people.'8 And
they settled from Havilah to Shur, which is opposite Egypt
as you go toward Asshur. He stayed near all his relatives.

9These are the family records of Isaacson of Abraham.
Abraham fathered Isaac. 20 Isaac was forty years old when
hetook as his wife Rebekah daughter of Bethuel the Ara-
mean from Paddan-aram and sister of Laban the Aramean.
21|saac prayed to the LORD on behalf of his wife because
shewas childless.The LorRD was receptive to his prayer, and
his wife Rebekah conceived. 22 But the childreninside her
struggled with each other, and she said, “Why is this hap-
peningtome? "Soshe wenttoinquire of the Lorp.23 And
the LORD said to her:

Two nations are in your womb;

two peoples will come from you and be separated.
One people will be stronger than the other,

and the older will serve the younger.

24\When hertime came to give birth, there were indeed
twins in her womb. 25 The first one came out red-looking,
covered with hairlike afur coat, and they named him Esau.
26 Afterthis, his brother came outgrasping Esau’s heel with
his hand.So he was named Jacob. Isaac was sixty years old
when they were born.

27\When the boys grew up, Esau became an experthunt-
er,anoutdoorsman, but Jacob was a quietman who stayed
athome.28|saacloved Esaubecause he had a taste forwild
game, but Rebekah loved Jacob.

29 Once when Jacob was cooking a stew, Esau came
in from the field exhausted. 30 He said to Jacob, “Let me
eat some of that red stuff, because I'm exhausted.” That
is why he was also named Edom.

31Jacob replied, “First sell me your birthright.”

32" ook," said Esau, “I'm about to die, so what good is
abirthrighttome?”
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33 Jacob said, “Swear to mefirst.” So he swore to Jacob
andsold his birthright to him.34Then Jacob gave bread and
lentil stew to Esau; he ate, drank, got up, and went away.
So Esau despised his birthright.

2 There was another faminein theland in addition to

the onethathad occurredin Abraham's time. And
Isaac went to Abimelech, king of the Philistines, at Gerar.
2The LorD appeared to him and said, “Do not go down to
Egypt. Live in the land that | tell you about; 3 stay in this
land as an alien, and | will be with you and bless you. For |
will give all theselands to you and your offspring, and | will
confirm the oath that | swore to your father Abraham. 4|
will make your offspring as numerous as the stars of the
sky, I will give your offspring all these lands, and all the na-
tions of the earth will be blessed by your offspring, 5 be-
cause Abraham listened to me and kept my mandate, my
commands, my statutes, and my instructions.” 6 So Isaac
settled in Gerar.

7When the men of the place asked about his wife, he
said, “She is my sister,” for he was afraid to say “my wife,”
thinking, “The men of the place will kill me on account of
Rebekah, for sheis abeautifulwoman.”8When Isaachad
been there for some time, Abimelech king of the Philistines
looked down from the window and was surprised to see
Isaac caressing his wife Rebekah.

9 Abimelechsentforlsaacandsaid,"So sheis really your
wife! How could you say, ‘She is my sister'? "

Isaac answered him, “Because | thought | might die
onaccountof her.”

10Then Abimelech said, “"Whatis this you've done to us?
One of the people could easily have slept with your wife,
and you would have brought guilton us.” 1 So Abimelech
warned all the people, “Whoever harms this man or his
wife will certainly be put to death.”

2|saac sowed seed in thatland, and in that year he
reaped ahundred times whatwas sown.The LORD blessed
him, 3 and the manbecamerichand keptgetting richer un-
tilhe was very wealthy. 4 He had flocks of sheep, herds of
cattle,and many slaves, and the Philistines were envious of
him. " Philistines stopped up all the wells that his father's
servants had dug in the days of his father Abraham, filling
them with dirt. 6 And Abimelech said to Isaac, “Leave us,
foryou are much too powerful for us.”

1750 Isaac left there, camped in the Gerar Valley, and
lived there. 8 Isaac reopened the wells that had been dug
inthe days of his father Abraham and that the Philistines
had stopped up after Abraham died. He gave them the same
names his father had given them.®Then Isaac’s servants
dug in the valley and found a well of spring water there.
20 Bytthe herdsmen of Gerar quarreled with Isaac’s herds-
men and said, “The water is ours! ” So he named the well
Esek because they argued with him.21Then they dug an-
other well and quarreled over that one also, so he named
it Sitnah. 22He moved from there and dug another, and
they did not quarrel over it. He named it Rehoboth and
said, “For now the LORD has made space for us, and we
will be fruitfulin theland.”

23 Fromthere he went up to Beer-sheba, 24and the LorRD
appeared to him thatnightand said, “l am the God of your
father Abraham. Do not be afraid, for | am with you. | will
bless you and multiply your offspring because of my ser-
vant Abraham.”

2550 he built an altar there, called on the name of the
Lorp, and pitched his tent there. Isaac’s servants also dug
awell there.
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26 Now Abimelech came to him from Gerar with Ahuz-
zath his adviser and Phicol the commander of his army.
27|saac said to them, “Why have you come to me? You
hated me and sent me away from you.”

28They replied,"We have clearly seen how the LORD has
been withyou.We think there should be an oath between
two parties—between us and you. Letus make a covenant
withyou:2°Youwillnotharmus, just as we have notharmed
youbuthave done only whatwas good toyou, sendingyou
away in peace. You are now blessed by the Lorp."

3050 he prepared abanquet for them, and they ate and
drank.3'They gotup early in the morning and swore an oath
to each other. Isaac sent them on their way, and they left
him in peace. 320n that same day Isaac's servants came
to tellhim about the well they had dug, saying to him, "We
have found water! " 33 He called it Sheba. Therefore the
name of the city is still Beer-sheba today.

34When Esau was forty years old, he took as his wives
Judith daughter of Beeri the Hethite, and Basemath daugh-
ter of Elon the Hethite. 35 They made life bitter for Isaac
and Rebekah.

2 When Isaacwas old and his eyes were so weak that
he could not see, he called his older son Esau and
said to him, “My son.”

And he answered, “Here | am.”

2Hesaid, "Look, |amold and do not know the day of my
death. 3So now take your hunting gear, your quiver and
bow, and go out in the field to hunt some game for me.
4Then make me a delicious meal that | love and bring it to
me to eat, so that | can bless you before | die.”

5 Now Rebekah was listening to what Isaac said to his
son Esau. So while Esau went to the field to hunt some
gametobringin, 8 Rebekahsaid to hersonJacob, “Listen!
Iheard your father talking with your brother Esau. He said,
7'Bring me game and make a delicious meal for me to eat
sothatlcanblessyouinthe LorD's presence before | die.’
8Now, my son, listen to me and do what | tell you.? Go to
the flock and bring me two choice young goats, and | will
make them into a delicious meal for your father —the kind
heloves.®Then take ittoyour father to eatso thathe may
bless you before he dies.”

11 Jacob answered Rebekah his mother, “Look, my broth-
er Esau is a hairy man, but | am a man with smooth skin.
12Suppose my father touches me. Then | will be revealed
tohim as adeceiver and bring a curse rather than a bless-
ing on myself."

13 His mother said to him, “Your curse be on me, my son.
Just obey me and go get them for me.”

1450 hewentand gotthe goats and brought them to his
mother,and his mother made the delicious food his father
loved."Then Rebekah took the best clothes of her older son
Esau, which were in the house, and had her younger son
Jacob wear them. 16 She put the skins of the young goats
on his hands and the smooth part of his neck. 7 Then she
handed the delicious food and the bread she had made
to her son Jacob.

18\When he came to his father, he said, “My father.”

And he answered, “Here | am.Who are you, my son? "

19 Jacobreplied to his father,”lam Esau, your firstborn.
I have done as you told me. Please sit up and eat some of
my game so that you may bless me.”

20 Byt Isaac said to his son, “How did you ever find it
5o quickly, myson? "

He replied, “Because the Lorp your God made it hap-
pen for me.”
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21Then Isaacsaid to Jacob, “Please come closerso | can
touch you, my son. Are you really my son Esau or not? "

2250 Jacob came closer to his father Isaac. When he
touched him, he said, “The voice is the voice of Jacob, but
the hands are the hands of Esau.” 23 He did not recognize
him, because his hands were hairy like those of his broth-
er Esau; so he blessed him. 24 Again he asked, "Are you
really my son Esau?”

And he replied, "l am.”

25Thenhesaid, “Bringitclosertome,andletme eatsome
of my son’s game so that | can bless you.” Jacob brought
it closer to him, and he ate; he brought him wine, and he
drank.

26Then his father Isaac said to him, “Please come closer
andkiss me, my son.”27 So he came closer and kissed him.
When Isaac smelled his clothes, he blessed him and said:

Ah, the smell of my son

is like the smell of a field

that the LORD has blessed.
28 May God give to you—

from the dew of the sky

and from the richness of the land —

an abundance of grain and new wine.
29 May peoples serve you

and nations bow in worship to you.

Be master over your relatives;

may your mother's sons bow in worship to you.

Those who curse you will be cursed,

and those who bless you will be blessed.

30 Assoon as Isaac had finished blessing Jacob and Ja-
cob had left the presence of his father Isaac, his brother
Esau arrived from his hunting. 3'He had also made some
delicious food and broughtit to his father. He said to his fa-
ther,”Letmy father get up and eatsome of his son's game,
so thatyou may bless me.”

32But his father Isaac said to him, “Who are you? "

He answered, “l am Esau your firstborn son.”

33|saac began to tremble uncontrollably. “Who was it
then,” he said, “who hunted game and brought it to me?
| ate it all before you came in, and | blessed him. Indeed,
he will be blessed! ”

34When Esau heard his father's words, he cried out
with aloud and bitter cry and said to his father, ”Bless me
too, my father! "

35But he replied, “Your brother came deceitfully and
took your blessing.”

36 So hesaid, “Isn"the rightly named Jacob? For he has
cheated me twice now. He took my birthright, and look,
now he has taken my blessing.” Then he asked, “Haven't
you saved a blessing for me? "

37But Isaac answered Esau, “Look, | have made him
a master over you, have given him all of his relatives as
his servants, and have sustained him with grain and new
wine.What then can | do for you, my son? "

38 Esau said to his father, "Do you have only one bless-
ing, my father? Bless me too, my father! “ And Esau wept
loudly.

39 His father Isaac answered him,

Look, your dwelling place will be

away from the richness of theland,

away from the dew of the sky above.
40 You will live by your sword,

and you will serve your brother.

Butwhenyourebel,

you will break his yoke from your neck.
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JACOB'S DEPARTURE

41Esauheld agrudge againstJacob because of the bless-
ing his father had given him. And Esau determined in his
heart: "The days of mourning for my father are approach-
ing; then | will kill my brother Jacob.”

42\When the words of her older son Esau were report-
edtoRebekah, she summoned heryoungerson Jacob and
said to him, “Listen, your brother Esau is consoling him-
self by planning to killyou.43 So now, my son, listen to me.
Flee atonce to mybrother Labanin Haran, 44 and stay with
him for a few days until your brother's anger subsides —
45 until your brother's rage turns away from you and he
forgets what you have done to him. Then | will send for
you and bring you back from there.Why should | lose you
bothinoneday?”

46 S0 Rebekah said to Isaac, “I'm sick of my life be-
cause of these Hethite girls. If Jacob marries someone from
around here, like these Hethite girls, what good is my life? *
2 Solsaacsummoned Jacob, blessed him, and com-

manded him, “Do not marry a Canaanite girl.2Go
at once to Paddan-aram, to the house of Bethuel, your
mother's father. Marry one of the daughters of Laban,
your mother's brother.3 May God Almighty bless you and
make you fruitful and multiply you so that you become
an assembly of peoples. 4 May God give you and your off-
spring the blessing of Abraham so that you may possess
theland where you live as a foreigner, the land God gave
to Abraham.”5SolsaacsentJacob to Paddan-aram, to La-
banson of Bethuelthe Aramean, the brother of Rebekah,
the mother of Jacob and Esau.

6 Esau noticed that Isaac blessed Jacob and sent him
to Paddan-aramto geta wife there.When he blessed him,
Isaaccommanded Jacob, “Do not marry a Canaanite girl.”
7 And Jacob listened to his father and mother and went to
Paddan-aram. 8 Esau realized that his father Isaac disap-
proved of the Canaanite women, ° so Esau went to Ishma-
el and married, in addition to his other wives, Mahalath
daughter of Ishmael, Abraham's son. She was the sister
of Nebaioth.

10 Jacob left Beer-sheba and went toward Haran. " He
reached a certain place and spent the night there because
the sun had set. He took one of the stones from the place,
putit there at his head, and lay down in that place. 2 And
he dreamed: A stairway was seton the ground with its top
reaching the sky, and God's angels were going up and down
on it. 3The LorD was standing there beside him, saying,
"l am the LoRrb, the God of your father Abraham and the
Godoflsaac. | willgive you and your offspring theland on
which you are lying. 14 Your offspring will be like the dust
of the earth, and you will spread out toward the west, the
east, the north, and the south. All the peoples on earth will
be blessed through you and your offspring. 15 Look, | am
with you and will watch over you wherever you go. | will
bring you back to this land, for | will not leave you until |
have done what | have promised you.”

16\When Jacob awoke from his sleep, he said, “Surely the
Lorbisin this place, and | did notknowit.” 7 He was afraid
and said, “What an awesome place this is! This is none
other than the house of God. This is the gate of heaven.”

8Early in the morning Jacob took the stone that was
near his head and set it up as a marker. He poured oil on
top of it and named the place Bethel, though previously
the city was named Luz.29Then Jacob made avow:“If God
will be with me and watch over me during thisjourney I'm
making, if he provides me with food to eat and clothing
to wear, 2'and if | return safely to my father's family, then
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JACOB DECEIVED

the Lorb willbe my God.22This stone that | have setup as
amarker willbe God's house, and | will give to you a tenth
of all that you give me.”
2 Jacob resumed his journey and went to the east-
ern country. 2He looked and saw a well in a field.
Three flocks of sheep were lying there beside it because
the sheep were watered from this well. But a large stone
covered the opening of the well. 3The shepherds would
roll the stone from the opening of the well and water the
sheep when all the flocks were gathered there.Then they
would return the stone to its place over the well's opening.

4 Jacob asked the men atthe well, "My brothers! Where
areyou from? "

“We're from Haran," they answered.

5"Do you know Laban grandson of Nahor? ” Jacob
asked them.

They answered, “We know him."

6"]s he well? " Jacob asked.

"Yes," they said, “and here s his daughter Rachel, com-
ing with his sheep.”

7Then Jacob said, “Look, itis stillbroad daylight. It's not
time for the animals to be gathered. Water the flock, then
go outand let them graze.”

8Buttheyreplied,"We can'tuntil all the flocks have been
gathered and the stone is rolled from the well's opening.
Then we will water the sheep.”

9While he was still speaking with them, Rachel came
with her father's sheep, for she was a shepherdess. 10 As
soon asJacob saw hisuncle Laban’'s daughter Rachel with
his sheep, he wentup androlled the stone from the opening
and watered his uncle Laban’s sheep."Then Jacob kissed
Rachel and wept loudly. 2 He told Rachel that he was her
father'srelative, Rebekah's son.Sheran andtold her father.

13When Laban heard the news about his sister's son
Jacob, he ran to meet him, hugged him, and kissed him.
Then he took him to his house, and Jacob told him all that
had happened.

14 Laban said to him, “Yes, you are my own flesh and
blood.”

AfterJacob had stayed with him amonth, ' Laban said
to him, "Just because you're my relative, should you work
for me for nothing? Tell me what your wages should be.”

16 Now Laban had two daughters: the older was named
Leah, and the younger was named Rachel.' Leah had ten-
der eyes, but Rachel was shapely and beautiful. 18 Jacob
loved Rachel, so he answered Laban, “I'llwork foryou sev-
enyears for your younger daughter Rachel.”

19 Laban replied, “Better that | give her to you than to
some other man. Stay with me.” 20 So Jacob worked sev-
enyears for Rachel, and they seemed like only a few days
to him because of his love for her.

21Then Jacob said to Laban, “Since my time is complete,
giveme my wife, sol can sleep with her.”22So Labaninvit-
ed all the men of the place and sponsored a feast. 23 That
evening, Laban took his daughter Leah and gave her to
Jacob, and he slept with her. 24 And Laban gave his slave
Zilpah to his daughter Leah as her slave.

25\When morning came, there was Leah! So he said to
Laban, "Whatis this you have done to me?Wasn'tit for Ra-
chel that | worked for you? Why have you deceived me? ”

26| aban answered, “Itis not the custom in this place
togive theyoungerdaughterin marriage before thefirst-
born. 27 Complete this week of wedding celebration, and
we will also give you this younger one in return for work-
ing yet another seven years for me.”
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28 And Jacob did just that. He finished the week of cel-
ebration, and Laban gave him his daughter Rachel as his
wife. 22 And Laban gave his slave Bilhah to his daughter
Rachelas herslave.3° Jacob slept with Rachel also, and in-
deed, heloved Rachelmore than Leah. And he worked for
Laban another seven years.

31When the LorD saw that Leah was unloved, he opened
herwomb; butRachel was unable to conceive.32 Leah con-
ceived, gave birth toason,and named him Reuben, for she
said, “The LoRD has seen my affliction; surely my husband
willlove me now.”

33She conceived again, gave birth to a son, and said,
"“The LorD heard that | am unloved and has given me this
son also.” So she named him Simeon.

34She conceived again, gave birthtoason, andsaid, "At
last,my husband willbecome attached tomebecause | have
borne three sons for him.” Therefore he was named Levi.

35 And she conceived again, gave birth toason, and said,
"This time | will praise the LorD." Therefore she named him
Judah.Then Leah stopped having children.

3 When Rachel saw that she was not bearing Jacob
any children, she envied her sister.”Give me sons,
or | will die! ” she said to Jacob.

2 Jacob became angry with Rachel and said, "Am | in
God's place, who has withheld offspring from you? "

3Then she said, “Here is my maid Bilhah. Go sleep with
her,and she'llbear children for me so that through her | too
canbuildafamily.”4So Rachelgave herslave Bilhahto Jacob
asawife, and he sleptwith her.5 Bilhah conceived and bore
Jacobason.6Rachelsaid,“God has vindicated me; yes, he
hasheard me and given me ason,” so she named him Dan.

7Rachel’s slave Bilhah conceived again and bore Ja-
cob a second son. 8 Rachel said, “In my wrestlings with
God, | have wrestled with my sister and won,” and she
named him Naphtali.

9When Leah saw that she had stopped having children,
she took her slave Zilpah and gave her to Jacob as a wife.
10 Leah's slave Zilpah bore Jacob a son. " Then Leah said,
"What good fortune! " and she named him Gad.

12When Leah's slave Zilpah bore Jacob a second son,
13 Leah said, "l am happy that the women call me happy,”
5o she named him Asher.

14 Reuben wentout during the wheat harvestand found
some mandrakes in the field.\WWhen he brought them to his
mother Leah, Rachel asked, “Please give me some of your
son's mandrakes.”

15 But Leahreplied to her,"Isn’titenough thatyou have
taken my husband? Now you also want to take my son’s
mandrakes? "

“Wellthen,” Rachelsaid, “he can sleep with you tonight
in exchange for your son’s mandrakes.”

16\When Jacob camein from the field thatevening, Leah
wentout to meet him and said, “You must come with me,
for | have hired you with my son'’s mandrakes.” So Jacob
slept with her that night.

7 Godlistened to Leah, and she conceived and bore Ja-
cob afifthson.® Leahsaid, “God has rewarded me for giv-
ingmy slave to my husband,” and she named him Issachar.

9Then Leah conceived again and bore Jacob a sixth
son. 20" God has given me a good gift,” Leah said. “This
time my husband will honor me because | have borne six
sons for him,"” and she named him Zebulun. 2! Later, Leah
bore a daughter and named her Dinah.

22Then God remembered Rachel. Helistened to herand
opened herwomb.23 She conceived and bore ason,and she
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said, "God has taken away my disgrace.” 24 She named him
Joseph and said, “May the Lorp add another son to me.”

25 After Rachel gave birth to Joseph, Jacob said to Laban,
“Send me on my way so that | can return to my homeland.
26 Give me my wives and my children that| have worked for,
andletme go.You know how hard | have worked foryou.”

27But Laban said to him, “If | have found favor with
you, stay. | have learned by divination that the LoRD has
blessed me because of you.” 28Then Laban said, “Name
your wages, and | will pay them.”

2950 Jacob said to him, “You know how | have served
you and how your herds have fared with me. 3¢ For you
had very little before | came, but now your wealth has in-
creased. The LORD has blessed you because of me. And
now, when will | also do something for my own family? "

31Laban asked, “What should | give you? "

And Jacob said, “You don't need to give me anything.
Ifyou do this one thing for me, | will continue to shepherd
and keep your flock. 32 Let me go through all your sheep
today and remove every sheep that is speckled or spot-
ted, every dark-colored sheep among the lambs, and the
spotted and speckled among the female goats. Such willbe
my wages. 33 In the future when you come to check on my
wages, my honesty will testify for me. If | have any female
goats that are not speckled or spotted, or any lambs that
are not black, they will be considered stolen.”

34"Good,” said Laban. "Let it be as you have said.”

35That day Laban removed the streaked and spotted
male goats and all the speckled and spotted female goats
—every one that had any white on it—and every dark-
colored one among the lambs, and he placed his sons in
charge of them. 3¢ He put a three-day journey between
himself and Jacob. Jacob, meanwhile, was shepherding
the rest of Laban'’s flock.

37 Jacob then took branches of fresh poplar, almond, and
plane wood, and peeled the bark, exposing white stripes on
thebranches.38 He set the peeled branches in the troughs
in front of the sheep—in the water channels where the
sheep cameto drink.And the sheep bred when they came
todrink.3°Theflocks bredin frontof the branches and bore
streaked, speckled, and spotted young. 49 Jacob separated
thelambs and made the flocks face the streaked sheep and
the completely dark sheepin Laban's flocks.Then he sethis
own stock apart and didn't put them with Laban’s sheep.

4“1Whenever the stronger of the flock were breeding,
Jacob placed the branches in the troughs, in full view of
the flocks, and they would breed in front of the branches.
42 As for the weaklings of the flocks, he did not putout the
branches. So it turned out that the weak sheep belonged
to Laban and the stronger ones to Jacob. 43 And the man
became very rich. He had many flocks, female and male
slaves, and camels and donkeys.

3 Now Jacob heard what Laban’s sons were saying:

"Jacob has taken all that was our father's and has
built this wealth from whatbelonged to our father.” 2 And
Jacobsaw from Laban’s face thathis attitude toward him
was not the same as before.

3The Lorp said to him, “Go back to theland of your fa-
thers and to your family, and | will be with you.”

4Jacob had Rachel and Leah called to the field where
his flocks were. 5 He said to them, “| can see from your fa-
ther's face that his attitude toward me is not the same as
before, but the God of my father has been with me.éYou
know that with all my strength | have served your father
7and that he has cheated me and changed my wages ten
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times. But God has not let him harm me. 8If he said, ‘The
spotted sheep willbe your wages,’ then all the sheep were
born spotted. If he said, ‘The streaked sheep will be your
wages,’ then all the sheep were born streaked.® God has
taken away your father's herds and given them to me.

10"When the flocks were breeding, | saw in a dream
that the streaked, spotted, and speckled males were mat-
ing with the females. " In that dream the angel of God said
tome,'Jacob! " andlsaid, Herelam. 12 And he said, Look
up and see: all the males that are mating with the flocks
arestreaked, spotted, and speckled, for | have seen all that
Laban has been doing to you. 13| am the God of Bethel,
where you poured oil on the stone marker and made a
solemn vow to me. Get up, leave this land, and return to
your nativeland."”

14Then Rachel and Leah answered him, “Do we have
any portion or inheritance in our father's family? 15 Are
we not regarded by him as outsiders? For he has sold us
and has certainly spent our purchase price. 6 In fact, all
the wealth that God has taken away from our father be-
longs to us and to our children. So do whatever God has
said to you.”

750 Jacob gotup and put his children and wives on the
camels.'8 He took all thelivestock and possessions he had
acquired in Paddan-aram, and he drove his herds to go to
theland of Canaan, to his fatherIsaac.’®When Laban had
gone to shear his sheep, Rachel stole her father's house-
holdidols.2° And Jacob deceived Laban the Aramean, not
telling him that he was fleeing. 2 He fled with all his pos-
sessions, crossed the Euphrates, and headed for the hill
country of Gilead.

22Qn the third day Laban was told that Jacob had fled.
23So hetook his relatives with him, pursued Jacob for sev-
en days, and overtook him in the hill country of Gilead.
24But God cameto Laban the Arameaninadream at night.
"Watch yourself! ” God warned him.”"Don’t say anything
to Jacob, either good or bad.”

25\Vhen Laban overtook Jacob, Jacob had pitched his
tent in the hill country, and Laban and his relatives also
pitched their tents in the hill country of Gilead. 26 Laban
said to Jacob, “What have you done? You have deceived
me and taken my daughters away like prisoners of war!
27\Why did you secretly flee from me, deceive me, and not
tellme? | would have sentyou away with joy and singing,
with tambourines and lyres, 22 but you didn‘t even let me
kiss my grandchildren and my daughters. You have acted
foolishly. 22| could do you great harm, but last night the
God of your father said to me:'Watch yourself! Don't say
anything to Jacob, either good or bad.’ 3 Now you have
gone off because you long for your father's family — but
why have you stolen my gods? "

31 Jacobanswered, | was afraid, for | thought you would
take your daughters from me by force. 32 If you find your
gods with anyone here, he will not live! Before our rela-
tives, point out anything that is yours and take it.” Jacob
did not know that Rachel had stolen the idols.

3350 LabanwentintoJacob's tent, Leah’s tent, and the
tents of the two concubines, but he found nothing. When
heleft Leah's tent, he went into Rachel's tent. 34 Now Ra-
chel had taken Laban’s household idols, put them in the
saddlebag of the camel, and saton them. Laban searched
the whole tent but found nothing.

35Shesaid to her father,"Don’tbe angry, mylord, that|
cannotstand up inyour presence; |am having my period.”
SoLaban searched, but could notfind the household idols.

8/4/17 3:34 PM



JACOB WRESTLES WITH GOD

36Then Jacob became incensed and brought charg-
es against Laban. "What is my crime? " he said to Laban.
“What is my sin, that you have pursued me? 37You've
searched all my possessions! Have you found anything
ofyours? Putithere before my relatives and yours, andlet
them decide between the two of us. 38 |'ve been with you
these twenty years. Your ewes and female goats have not
miscarried, and | have noteaten the rams from your flock.
39] did notbring you any of the flock torn by wild beasts; |
myselfbore theloss.You demanded payment from me for
what was stolen by day or by night. 4 There | was—the
heatconsumed me by day and the frostby night, and sieep
fled from my eyes. 4! For twenty years in your household |
served you— fourteenyears foryour two daughters and
sixyears foryour flocks — and you have changed my wag-
es ten times! 42If the God of my father, the God of Abra-
ham, the Fear of Isaac, had not been with me, certainly
now you would have sent me off empty-handed. But God
has seen my affliction and my hard work, and he issued
his verdictlast night.”

43Then Laban answered Jacob, “The daughters are my
daughters; the sons, my sons; and the flocks, my flocks! Ev-
erythingyouseeis mine! Butwhatcanldotoday for these
daughters of mine or for the children they have borne?
44 Come now, let's make a covenant,youand l. Letitbe a
witness between the two of us.”

4550 Jacob picked out a stone and set it up as a mark-
er.46Then Jacob said to his relatives, “Gather stones.” And
they took stones and made amound, then ate there by the
mound.4’ Laban named the mound Jegar-sahadutha, but
Jacob named it Galeed.

48Then Laban said, “This mound is a witness between
you and me today.” Therefore the place was called Galeed
49 and also Mizpah, for he said, “May the Lorp watch be-
tween you and me when we are out of each other's sight.
50|fyou mistreat my daughters or take other wives, though
no one is with us, understand that God will be a witness
between you and me.” 51 Laban also said to Jacob, “Look
at this mound and the marker | have set up between you
andme.52This mound s a witness and the marker is a wit-
ness that | will not pass beyond this mound to you, and
you will not pass beyond this mound and this marker to
do me harm.53The God of Abraham, and the gods of Na-
hor—the gods of their father— will judge between us.”
And Jacob swore by the Fear of his father Isaac. 4Then
Jacob offered a sacrifice on the mountain and invited his
relatives to eat a meal. So they ate a meal and spent the
nighton the mountain. 5% Laban got up early in the morn-
ing, kissed his grandchildren and daughters, and blessed
them.Then Laban left to return home.

3 Jacobwenton hisway, and God's angels met him.
2\When he saw them, Jacob said, “This is God's
camp.” So he called that place Mahanaim.

3 Jacob sent messengers ahead of him to his brother
Esau in the land of Seir, the territory of Edom. 4 He com-
manded them, ”You are to say to mylord Esau, ‘This is what
your servant Jacob says. | have been staying with Laban
and have been delayed until now. 5 | have oxen, donkeys,
flocks, and male and female slaves. | have sent this message
to inform my lord, in order to seek your favor."”

6\When the messengersreturned to Jacob, theysaid, “We
wenttoyourbrother Esau; he is coming to meetyou—and
he has four hundred men with him.” 7 Jacob was greatly
afraid and distressed; he divided the people with himinto
two camps, along with the flocks, herds, and camels. 8 He
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thought, “If Esau comes to one camp and attacks it, the
remaining one can escape.”

9Then Jacob said, “God of my father Abraham and God
of my father Isaac, the Lorp who said to me, ‘Go back to
yourland and to your family, and | will cause you to pros-
per, 19| am unworthy of all the kindness and faithfulness
you have shown your servant. Indeed, | crossed over the
Jordan with my staff, and now | have become two camps.
11Please rescue me from my brother Esau, for | am afraid
of him; otherwise, he may come and attack me, the moth-
ers, and their children.2You have said, 'l will cause you to
prosper,and | will make your offspringlike the sand of the
sea, too numerous to be counted.”

13 Hespentthe nightthere andtook partof whathe had
broughtwith him as a gift for his brother Esau: 14 two hun-
dred female goats, twenty male goats, two hundred ewes,
twenty rams, 5 thirty milk camels with their young, forty
cows, ten bulls, twenty female donkeys, and ten male don-
keys. 6 He entrusted them to his slaves as separate herds
and said to them, “"Go on ahead of me, and leave some
distance between the herds.”

17 And he told the first one: “When my brother Esau
meets you and asks, "Who do you belong to? Where are
you going? And whose animals are these ahead of you?"
18then tell him, ‘They belong to your servant Jacob. They
areagiftsenttomylord Esau. Andlook, heisbehind us.”

9 He also told the second one, the third, and everyone
who was walking behind the animals, “Say the same thing
to Esauwhenyoufind him.20You are also to say, 'Look, your
servantJacobisrightbehind us. " For he thought, “l want
to appease Esau with the gift that is going ahead of me.
Afterthat, | can face him, and perhaps he will forgive me.”

2150 the gift was sent on ahead of him while he re-
mained in the camp that night. 22 During the night Jacob
gotup and took his two wives, his two slave women, and
his eleven sons, and crossed the ford of Jabbok. 23 He took
them and sent them across the stream, along with all his
possessions.

24 Jacob was left alone, and a man wrestled with him
until daybreak. 23\When the man saw that he could not
defeat him, he struck Jacob’s hip socket as they wrestled
and dislocated his hip. 26 Then he said to Jacob, “Let me
go, foritis daybreak.”

ButJacobsaid, "l willnotletyou go unless you bless me.”

21"\What is your name? " the man asked.

“Jacob,” he replied.

28"Your name will no longer be Jacob,” he said. "It will
be Israel because you have struggled with God and with
men and have prevailed.”

29Then Jacob asked him, “Please tell me your name.”

But he answered, “Why do you ask my name? " And
he blessed him there.

30 Jacob then named the place Peniel, “For | have seen
God face to face,” he said, “yet my life has been spared.”
31The sun shone on him as he passed by Penuel —limp-
ing because of his hip. 32That is why, still today, the Isra-
elites don't eat the thigh muscle that is at the hip socket:
because he struck Jacob's hip socket at the thigh muscle.
3 Now Jacoblooked up and saw Esau coming toward

himwith four hundred men. So he divided the chil-
drenamong Leah, Rachel, and the two slave women.2He
put the slaves and their children first, Leah and her chil-
dren next, and Rachel and Joseph last. 3 He himself went
on ahead and bowed to the ground seven times until he
approached his brother.
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4ButEsaurantomeethim, hugged him, threw hisarms
around him, and kissed him.Then they wept.5When Esau
looked up and saw the women and children, he asked,
“Who are these withyou? "

He answered, “The children God has graciously giv-
enyour servant.” 6Then the slaves and their children ap-
proached him and bowed down.” Leah and her children
also approached and bowed down, and then Joseph and
Rachel approached and bowed down.

850 Esau said, “What do you mean by this whole pro-
cession | met?”

"To find favor with you, my lord,” he answered.

9" have enough, my brother,” Esau replied."Keep what
you have.”

10 Byt Jacobsaid,"No, please! IfIhave found favor with
you, take this gift from me. For indeed, | have seen your
face, and it is like seeing God's face, since you have ac-
cepted me. " Please take my present that was brought
to you, because God has been gracious to me and | have
everything I need.” So Jacob urged him until he accepted.

12Then Esau said, “Let's move on, and I'll go ahead of
you.”

13 Jacob replied, “My lord knows that the children are
weak, and | have nursing flocks and herds. If they are driv-
en hard for one day, the whole herd will die. 4 Let my lord
goahead of hisservant.| willcontinue onslowly, atapace
suited to the livestock and the children, until | come to
my lord at Seir.”

15 Esausaid, “Letmeleave some of my people withyou.”

But he replied, “"Why do that? Please indulge me, my
lord.”

16That day Esau started on his way back to Seir, 7 but
Jacob went to Succoth. He built a house for himself and
shelters for his livestock; that is why the place was called
Succoth.

18 After Jacob came from Paddan-aram, he arrived safe-
ly at Shechem in the land of Canaan and camped in front
of the city. 1 He purchased a section of the field where he
had pitched his tent from the sons of Hamor, Shechem's
father, for a hundred pieces of silver. 20 And he set up an
altar there and called it God, the God of Israel.

3 Leah's daughter Dinah, whom Leah bore to Ja-

cob, went out to see some of the young women
of the area. 2When Shechem — son of Hamor the Hivite,
whowas theregion’s chieftain—saw her, he took herand
raped her.3 He became infatuated with Jacob’s daughter
Dinah. He loved the young girl and spoke tenderly to her.
4"Get me this girl as a wife,” he told his father.

5 Jacob heard that Shechem had defiled his daughter Di-
nah, butsince his sons were with hislivestock in the field,
he remained silent until they returned.® Meanwhile, She-
chem's father Hamor came to speak with Jacob.” Jacob’s
sons returned from the field when they heard about the
incidentand were deeply grieved and very angry. For She-
chem had committed an outrage against Israel by raping
Jacob's daughter, and such a thing should not be done.

8Hamor said to Jacob's sons, "My son Shechem has his
heartsetonyourdaughter. Please give herto him as a wife.
9Intermarry with us; give your daughters to us, and take our
daughters foryourselves.® Live with us.Thelandis before
you. Settle here, move about, and acquire property in it.”

Then Shechem said to Dinah's father and brothers,
"Grant me this favor, and I'll give you whatever you say.
12Demand of me a high compensation and gift; I'll give you
whatever you ask me. Just give the girl to be my wife! ”
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13 But Jacob's sons answered Shechem and his father
Hamor deceitfully because he had defiled their sister Di-
nah.14"We cannotdo this thing,” they said to them. " Giv-
ing our sister to an uncircumcised man is a disgrace to
us. 3We will agree with you only on this condition: if all
yourmales are circumcised as we are. 6 Then we will give
you our daughters, take your daughters for ourselves,
live with you, and become one people. 77 But if you will
notlisten to us and be circumcised, then we will take our
daughter and go.”

18Theirwords seemed good to Hamor and his son She-
chem.®The young man did not delay doing this, because
he was delighted with Jacob'’s daughter. Now he was the
mostimportantin all his father's family. 20 So Hamor and
his son Shechem went to the gate of their city and spoke
to the men of their city.

21"These men are peaceful toward us,” they said. “Let
themlive in ourland and move aboutin it, forindeed, the
region is large enough for them. Let us take their daugh-
ters as our wives and give our daughters to them. 22 But
the men will agree to live with us and be one people only
onthis condition:ifallourmen are circumcised as they are.
23\Non't theirlivestock, their possessions, and all their an-
imals become ours? Onlyletus agree with them, and they
will live with us.”

24 All the men who had come to the city gates listened
to Hamor and his son Shechem, and all those men were
circumcised. 25 On the third day, when they were still in
pain, two of Jacob's sons, Simeon and Levi, Dinah’s broth-
ers, took their swords, wentinto the unsuspecting city, and
killed every male. 26 They killed Hamor and his son She-
chemwith their swords, took Dinah from Shechem’s house,
andwentaway.?’ Jacob’s sons came to the slaughterand
plundered the city because their sister had been defiled.
28They took their flocks, herds, donkeys, and whatever
was in the city and in the field. 22 They captured all their
possessions, dependents, and wives and plundered ev-
erything in the houses.

30Then Jacob said to Simeon and Levi, “You have
brought trouble on me, making me odious to the inhab-
itants of the land, the Canaanites and the Perizzites. We
arefewinnumber;ifthey unite againstme and attack me,
| and my household will be destroyed.”

31But they answered, “Should he treat our sister like
aprostitute?”

3 God saidtoJacob,“Getup! GotoBethelandsettle
there.Build an altar there to the God who appeared
to you when you fled from your brother Esau.”

250 Jacob said to his family and all who were with him,
"Get rid of the foreign gods that are among you. Purify
yourselves and change your clothes.3We mustgetup and
go to Bethel. | will build an altar there to the God who an-
swered me in my day of distress. He has been with me ev-
erywhere | have gone.”

4Then they gave Jacob all their foreign gods and their
earrings, and Jacob hid them under the oak near Shechem.
5When they setout, a terror from God came over the cities
around them, and they did not pursue Jacob’s sons.6 So Ja-
coband allwho were with him came to Luz (thatis, Bethel)
inthelandof Canaan.” Jacob builtan altar there and called
the place El-bethel because it was there that God had re-
vealed himselfto himwhen he was fleeing from his brother.

8Deborah, the one who had nursed and raised Rebek-
ah, died and was buried under the oak south of Bethel.So
Jacob named it Allon-bacuth.
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9 God appeared to Jacob again after he returned from
Paddan-aram, and he blessed him. 1 God said to him,
“Your name is Jacob; you will no longer be named Jacob,
butyourname willbe Israel.” Sohe named him Israel." God
also said to him, "l am God Almighty. Be fruitfuland mul-
tiply. A nation, indeed an assembly of nations, will come
from you, and kings will descend from you. 12| will give
to you the land that | gave to Abraham and Isaac. And
| will give the land to your future descendants.” 13 Then
God withdrew from him at the place where he had spo-
ken to him.

14 Jacob setup a marker at the place where he had spo-
ken to him—astone marker. He poured adrink offering on
itand anointed it with oil.’> Jacob named the place where
God had spoken with him Bethel.

16They set out from Bethel. When they were still some
distance from Ephrath, Rachelbegan to give birth, and her
labor was difficult.”” During her difficultlabor, the midwife
said to her, "Don’t be afraid, for you have another son.”
18With herlastbreath — for she was dying— she named
him Ben-oni, but his father called him Benjamin. ™ So Ra-
chel died and was buried on the way to Ephrath (that s,
Bethlehem).20 Jacob setup amarker on her grave; itis the
marker at Rachel's grave still today.

21|srael set out again and pitched his tent beyond the
Tower of Eder.22While Israel was living in that region, Reu-
ben went in and slept with his father's concubine Bilhah,
and Israel heard about it.

Jacob had twelve sons:

23 Leah's sons were Reuben (Jacob's firstborn),
Simeon, Levi, Judah,
Issachar, and Zebulun.
24 Rachel's sons were
Joseph and Benjamin.
25 The sons of Rachel’s slave Bilhah
were Dan and Naphtali.
26 Thesons of Leah’s slave Zilpah
were Gad and Asher.
These are the sons of Jacob, who were born to himin Pad-
dan-aram.

27 Jacob came to his fatherIsaacatMamrein Kiriath-ar-
ba (thatis, Hebron), where Abraham and Isaac had stayed.
28]saaclived18oyears.2 He took hislast breath and died,
and was gathered to his people, old and full of days. His
sons Esau and Jacob buried him.

3 These are the family records of Esau (that s, Edom).

2Esautook his wives from the Canaanite women:
Adah daughter of Elon the Hethite, Oholibamah daughter
of Anah and granddaughter of Zibeon the Hivite, 3 and Bas-
emath daughteroflshmael andsister of Nebaioth.4 Adah
bore Eliphaz to Esau, Basemath bore Reuel, 5 and Oholiba-
mah bore Jeush, Jalam, and Korah.These were Esau’s sons,
who were born to him in the land of Canaan.

6 Esau took his wives, sons, daughters, and all the people
of his household, as well as his herds, all his livestock, and
all the property he had acquired in Canaan; he wentto a
land away from his brother Jacob.” For their possessions
were too many for them to live together, and because of
their herds, theland where they stayed could not support
them.8So Esau (thatis, Edom)lived in the mountains of Seir.

9These are the family records of Esau, father of the
Edomites in the mountains of Seir.

10 These are the names of Esau’s sons:
Eliphaz son of Esau’s wife Adah,
and Reuel son of Esau’s wife Basemath.
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The sons of Eliphaz were

Teman, Omar, Zepho, Gatam, and Kenaz.

Timna, a concubine of Esau’s son Eliphaz,

bore Amalek to Eliphaz.

These are the sons of Esau’s wife Adah.

These are Reuel's sons:

Nahath, Zerah, Shammah, and Mizzah.

These are the sons of Esau’s wife Basemath.

These are the sons of Esau’s wife Oholibamah

daughter of Anah and granddaughter of Zibeon:

She bore Jeush, Jalam, and Korah to Edom.

These are the chiefs among Esau’s sons:

the sons of Eliphaz, Esau’s firstborn:

chief Teman, chief Omar, chief Zepho,
chiefKenaz,

chiefKorah, chief Gatam, and chief Amalek.

These are the chiefs descended from Eliphaz

intheland of Edom.

These are the sons of Adah.

These are the sons of Reuel, Esau’s son:

chief Nahath, chief Zerah, chief Shammanh,
and chief Mizzah.

These are the chiefs descended from Reuel

intheland of Edom.

These are the sons of Esau’s wife Basemath.

These are the sons of Esau’s wife Oholibamah:

chief Jeush, chief Jalam, and chief Korah.

These are the chiefs descended from Esau’s wife
Onholibamah

daughter of Anah.

These are the sons of Esau (that is, Edom),

and these are their chiefs.

These are the sons of Seir the Horite,

the inhabitants of the land:

Lotan, Shobal, Zibeon, Anah,

Dishon, Ezer, and Dishan.

These are the chiefs among the Horites,

the sons of Seir, in the land of Edom.

The sons of Lotan were Hori and Heman.

Timna was Lotan’s sister.

These are Shobal’s sons:

Alvan, Manahath, Ebal, Shepho, and Onam.

These are Zibeon's sons: Aiah and Anah.

This was the Anah who found the hot springs
in the wilderness

while he was pasturing the donkeys of his father
Zibeon.

These are the children of Anah:

Dishon and Oholibamah daughter of Anah.

These are Dishon’s sons:

Hemdan, Eshban, Ithran, and Cheran.

These are Ezer's sons:

Bilhan, Zaavan, and Akan.

These are Dishan’s sons: Uz and Aran.

These are the chiefs among the Horites:

chief Lotan, chief Shobal, chief Zibeon, chief
Ananh,

chief Dishon, chief Ezer, and chief Dishan.

These are the chiefs among the Horites,

cdan by clan, in theland of Seir.

These are the kings who reigned in the land
of Edom

before any king reigned over the Israelites:

Bela son of Beor reigned in Edom;

the name of his city was Dinhabah.

8/4117

3:34 PM



GENESIS 36-38

33 When Bela died, Jobab son of Zerah from Bozrah
reigned in his place.
34 When Jobab died, Husham from the land
of the Temanites reigned in his place.
35 When Husham died, Hadad son of Bedad reigned
in his place.
He defeated Midian in the field of Moab;
the name of his city was Avith.
36 \When Hadad died, Samlah from Masrekah
reigned in his place.
37 When Samlah died, Shaul from Rehoboth on the
Euphrates River reigned in his place.
38 \When Shaul died, Baal-hanan son of Achbor
reigned in his place.
39 When Baal-hanan son of Achbor died, Hadar
reigned in his place.
His city was Pau, and his wife's name
was Mehetabel
daughter of Matred daughter of Me-zahab.
40 These are the names of Esau’s chiefs,
according to their families and their localities,
by their names:
chiefTimna, chief Alvah, chief Jetheth,
41 chief Oholibamah, chief Elah, chief Pinon,
42 chiefKenaz, chiefTeman, chief Mibzar,
43 chief Magdiel, and chief [ram.
These are Edom's chiefs,
according to their settlements in the land
they possessed.
Esau was father of the Edomites.
3 Jacoblivedin theland where his father had stayed,
theland of Canaan. 2These are the family records
of Jacob.

Atseventeen years of age, Joseph tended sheep with
his brothers. The young man was working with the sons
of Bilhah and Zilpah, his father's wives, and he brought a
bad report about them to their father.

3Now Israelloved Joseph more than his other sons be-
cause Joseph was a son born to him in his old age, and he
made a robe of many colors for him. 4When his brothers
saw thattheir fatherloved him more than all his brothers,
they hated him and could not bring themselves to speak
peaceably to him.

5ThenJoseph had adream.When he told it to his broth-
ers, they hated him even more. 6 He said to them, “Listen to
thisdream I had:?There we were, binding sheaves of grain
inthefield. Suddenly my sheaf stood up, and your sheaves
gathered around it and bowed down to my sheaf.”

8"Are you really going to reign over us? ” his broth-
ers asked him. "Are you really going to rule us? “ So they
hated him even more because of his dream and what
he had said.

9Then he had another dream and told it to his brothers.
“Look," he said, "l had another dream, and this time the
sun, moon, and eleven stars were bowing down to me.”

10 Hetold his father and brothers, and his father rebuked
him. “What kind of dream is this that you have had? " he
said. "Am | and your mother and your brothers really go-
ing to come and bow down to the ground before you?”
"His brothers were jealous of him, but his father kept the
matterin mind.

12His brothers had gone to pasture their father's flocks
at Shechem. 3 [srael said to Joseph, “Your brothers, you
know, are pasturing the flocks at Shechem. Get ready.
I'm sending you to them.”
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“I'mready,” Joseph replied.

14Then Israel said to him,”Go and see how your brothers
and the flocks are doing, and bring word back to me.” So he
senthim from the Hebron Valley, and he went to Shechem.

15 A man found him there, wandering in the field, and
asked him, “What are you looking for? "

16"|'mlooking for my brothers,” Joseph said.”Can you
tell me where they are pasturing their flocks? "

17"They've moved on from here,” the man said.“I heard
themsay, Let'sgoto Dothan.' " SoJosephsetout after his
brothers and found them at Dothan.

18They saw him in the distance, and before he had
reached them, they plotted to kill him. 1 They said to one
another, “Oh, look, here comes that dream expert! 20So
now, come on, let's kill him and throw him into one of the
pits. We can say that a vicious animal ate him. Then we'll
see what becomes of his dreams! ”

21\When Reuben heard this, he tried to save him from
them. He said, “Let’s not take his life.” 22 Reuben also said
to them, “Don’t shed blood. Throw him into this pitin the
wilderness, but don't lay a hand on him"”—intending to
rescue him from them and return him to his father.

23\When Joseph came to his brothers, they stripped
off Joseph’s robe, the robe of many colors that he had on.
24Then they took him and threw him into the pit. The pit
was empty, without water.

25They sat down to eat a meal, and when they looked
up, there was a caravan of Ishmaelites coming from Gile-
ad.Theircamels were carrying aromaticgum, balsam, and
resin, going down to Egypt.

26 Judah said to his brothers, “What do we gain if we
kill our brother and cover up his blood? 2 Come on, let's
sell him to the Ishmaelites and not lay a hand on him, for
heisourbrother,ourownflesh,” and his brothers agreed.
28\When Midianite traders passed by, his brothers pulled Jo-
seph outof the pitand sold him for twenty pieces of silver
to the Ishmaelites, who took Joseph to Egypt.

29\When Reuben returned to the pit and saw that Jo-
sephwas not there, he tore his clothes. 30 He wentback to
his brothers and said, “The boy is gone! What am | going
todo? "3150 they took Joseph's robe, slaughtered a male
goat, and dipped therobeinits blood.32They sentthe robe
ofmany colors to their father and said, “We found this. Ex-
amineit.Isityour son’s robe or not?”

33 His father recognized it. "It is my son’s robe,” he
said. "A vicious animal has devoured him. Joseph has
beentornto pieces! "34Then Jacob tore his clothes, put
sackcloth around his waist, and mourned for his son
many days. 35 All his sons and daughters tried to com-
fort him, but he refused to be comforted. “No,"” he said.
"I will go down to Sheol to my son, mourning.” And his
father wept for him.

36 Meanwhile, the Midianites sold Joseph in Egypt
to Potiphar, an officer of Pharaoh and the captain of the

guards.
3 Atthattime Judanlefthis brothers and settled near
an Adullamite named Hirah.2There Judah saw the
daughter of a Canaanite named Shua; he took her as a
wife and slept with her. 3 She conceived and gave birth to
ason, and he named him Er.4 She conceived again, gave
birth to a son, and named him Onan. 5 She gave birth to
another son and named him Shelah. It was at Chezib that
she gave birth to him.
6 Judah gotawife for Er, his firstborn, and her name was
Tamar.? Now Er, Judah's firstborn, was evil in the LORD's
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sight, and the LorD put him to death.8Then Judah said to
Onan, “Sleep with your brother's wife. Perform your duty
as her brother-in-law and produce offspring for your broth-
er.” 9 But Onan knew that the offspring would not be his,
so whenever he slept with his brother’s wife, he released
hissemen onthe ground so thathe would not produce off-
spring for his brother. ' What he did was evilin the LORD'S
sight, so he put him to death also.

1Then Judahsaidto his daughter-in-lawTamar,"Remain
awidow inyour father's house untilmy son Shelah grows
up.” For he thought, “He might die too, like his brothers.”
SoTamar went tolive in her father's house.

12 Afteralong time Judah's wife, the daughter of Shua,
died.When Judah had finished mourning, he and his friend
Hirahthe Adullamite went up toTimnah to his sheepshear-
ers. 3Tamar was told, “Your father-in-law is going up to
Timnah to shear his sheep.” 1 So she took off her widow's
clothes, veiled her face, covered herself, and satat the en-
trance to Enaim, which is on the way to Timnah. For she
saw that, though Shelah had grown up, she had notbeen
given to him as a wife."When Judah saw her, he thought
she was a prostitute, for she had covered her face.

16 He went over to her and said, “Come, let me sleep
with you,” for he did not know that she was his daugh-
ter-in-law.

Shesaid, “Whatwill you give me for sleeping with me? ”

7"| willsend you ayoung goat frommyflock,” he replied.

Butshesaid, “Only ifyouleave something with me un-
tilyousendit.”

18"\What should | give you? " he asked.

Sheanswered, “Yoursignetring, your cord, and the staff
inyour hand.” So he gave them to her and slept with her,
and she became pregnant by him. ' She got up and left,
thenremoved herveiland put her widow's clothes back on.

20\When Judah sent the young goat by his friend the
Adullamite in order to get back the items he had left with
the woman, he could not find her. 2'He asked the men of
theplace,"Where s the cult prostitute who was beside the
road at Enaim?”

“There has been no cult prostitute here,” they answered.

2250 the Adullamite returned to Judah, saying, “|
couldn't find her, and besides, the men of the place said,
‘There has been no cult prostitute here."”

23 Judahreplied, “Lether keep the items for herself; oth-
erwise we willbecome alaughingstock. Afterall, | did send
this young goat, butyou couldn't find her.”

24 Apout three months later Judah was told, “Your
daughter-in-law, Tamar, has been acting like a prostitute,
and now she is pregnant.”

"Bring her out,” Judah said, “and let her be burned to
death!”

25 Asshe was being broughtout, she senther father-in-
lawthismessage:”lampregnantby the mantowhomthese
itemsbelong.” And she added, “Examine them.Whose sig-
netring, cord, and staff are these? "

26 Judah recognized them and said, “Sheismoreinthe
rightthan|, since | did not give her to myson Shelah.” And
he did not know her intimately again.

27\When the time came for her to give birth, there were
twinsin herwomb.28 As she was giving birth, one of them
putouthishand, and the midwife took itand tied ascarlet
thread around it, announcing, “This one came out first.”
29 But then he pulled his hand back, out came his brother,
and she said, “What a breakout you have made for your-
self! “ So he was named Perez. 30 Then his brother, who
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hadthe scarlet thread tied to his hand, came out, and was
named Zerah.
39 Now Joseph had been taken to Egypt. An Egyp-
tian named Potiphar, an officer of Pharaoh and
the captain of the guards, bought him from the Ishma-
elites who had brought him there. 2The LORD was with
Joseph, and he became a successful man, serving in the
household of his Egyptian master.3When his master saw
that the LORD was with him and that the LorRD made ev-
erything he did successful, 4 Joseph found favor with his
master and became his personal attendant. Potiphar also
puthim in charge of his household and placed all that he
owned under his authority. ® From the time that he put
him in charge of his household and of all that he owned,
the LorD blessed the Egyptian’s house because of Joseph.
The LorD's blessing was on all thathe owned, in his house
andin hisfields.® Heleftall thathe owned under Joseph's
authority; he did not concern himself with anything ex-
cept the food he ate.

Now Joseph was well-builtand handsome.” After some
time his master's wifelooked longingly atJoseph and said,
"“Sleep with me.”

8But he refused. “Look,” he said to his master’s wife,
“with me here my master does not concern himself with
anythingin his house, and he has put all thathe owns un-
der my authority. ® No one in this house is greater than |
am.He has withheld nothing from me exceptyou, because
you are his wife. So how could | do this immense evil, and
how could | sin against God? "

10 Aithough she spoke to Joseph day after day, he re-
fused to go to bed with her.""Now one day he went into
the house to do his work, and none of the household
servants were there. 2 She grabbed him by his garment
and said, “Sleep with me! ” But leaving his garment in
her hand, he escaped and ran outside. ¥When she saw
that he had left his garment with her and had run out-
side, 4 she called her household servants. “Look,” she
said to them, “my husband brought a Hebrew man to
make fools of us. He came to me so he could sleep with
me, and | screamed as loud as | could. >When he heard
me screaming for help, he left his garment beside me
and ran outside.”

16 She putJoseph's garmentbeside her until his master
came home. 7Then she told him the same story: “The He-
brew slave you brought to us came to make a fool of me,
8putwhen|screamed for help, heleft his garmentbeside
me and ran outside.”

19\When his master heard the story his wife told him —
“These are the things your slave did to me"”—he was fu-
rious 20 and had him thrown into prison, where the king's
prisoners were confined. So Joseph was there in prison.

21But the LorD was with Joseph and extended kind-
ness to him. He granted him favor with the prison war-
den.22The warden put all the prisoners who were in the
prison under Joseph'’s authority, and he was responsible
foreverything that was done there.23The warden did not
bother with anything under Joseph’s authority, because
the LorRD was with him, and the LORD made everything
that he did successful.

4 Afterthis, theking of Egypt's cupbearer and baker

offended theirmaster, theking of Egypt.2 Pharaoh
was angry with his two officers, the chief cupbearer and
the chief baker, 3and put them in custody in the house of
the captain of the guards in the prison where Joseph was
confined. 4The captain of the guards assigned Joseph to
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them as their personal attendant, and they were in cus-
tody for some time.

5Theking of Egypt's cupbearer and baker, who were con-
fined in the prison, each had a dream. Both had a dream
onthesame night, and each dream had its own meaning.
6\When Joseph came to them in the morning, he saw that
they looked distraught.”So he asked Pharaoh's officers
who were in custody with himin his master's house, "Why
do youlook so sad today? "

8"\We had dreams,” they said to him, “but there is no
onetointerpret them.”

Then Joseph said to them, “Don’t interpretations be-
long to God? Tell me your dreams.”

950 the chief cupbearer told his dream to Joseph: “In
my dream there was a vine in front of me. ©On the vine
were three branches. As soon as it budded, its blossoms
cameoutandits clusters ripened into grapes." Pharaoh’s
cupwasinmyhand, and | took the grapes, squeezed them
into Pharaoh’s cup, and placed the cup in Pharaoh’s hand.”

12"This is its interpretation,” Joseph said to him.“The
three branches are three days. 2 In just three days Pha-
raoh willliftup your head and restore you to your position.
You will put Pharaoh'’s cup in his hand the way you used
to when you were his cupbearer.' Butwhen all goes well
foryou, remember that | was with you. Please show kind-
ness to me by mentioning me to Pharaoh, and get me out
of this prison. ' For | was kidnapped from the land of the
Hebrews, and even here | have done nothing that they
should put me in the dungeon.”

16\\hen the chief baker saw that the interpretation was
positive, he said toJoseph, “l also had adream.Three bas-
kets of white bread were on my head. 7 In the top basket
were all sorts of baked goods for Pharaoh, but the birds
were eating them out of the basket on my head.”

18"Thisisitsinterpretation,” Josephreplied."The three
baskets are three days.? Injust three days Pharaoh will lift
up your head — from off you—and hang you on a tree.
Then the birds will eat the flesh from your body."”

20 On the third day, which was Pharaoh's birthday, he
gave afeastforall his servants. He elevated the chief cup-
bearer and the chiefbaker among his servants.2! Pharaoh
restored the chief cupbearer to his position as cupbearer,
and he placed the cup in Pharaoh’s hand. 22 But Pharaoh
hanged the chief baker, just as Joseph had explained to
them.23Yetthe chief cupbearerdid notremember Joseph;
he forgot him.

4 Atthe end of two years Pharaoh had a dream: He

was standing beside the Nile,2when seven healthy-
looking, well-fed cows came up from the Nile and began
tograze among the reeds.3 After them, seven other cows,
sickly and thin, came up from the Nile and stood beside
those cows along the bank of the Nile. 4The sickly, thin
cows ate the healthy, well-fed cows. Then Pharaoh woke
up.5 Hefellasleep and dreamed a second time: Seven heads
of grain, plump and good, came up on one stalk. ¢ After
them, seven heads of grain, thin and scorched by the east
wind, sprouted up.? The thin heads of grain swallowed up
the seven plump, full ones. Then Pharaoh woke up, and it
was only adream.

8When morning came, he was troubled, so he sum-
moned all the magicians of Egypt and all its wise men.
Pharaoh told them his dreams, but no one could inter-
pret them for him.

9Then the chief cupbearer said to Pharaoh, “Today | re-
member my faults.® Pharaoh was angry with his servants,
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and he put me and the chief baker in the custody of the
captain of the guards."He and | had dreams on the same
night; each dream had its own meaning. 2Now a young
Hebrew, a slave of the captain of the guards, was with us
there.We told him our dreams, he interpreted our dreams
forus,and each haditsowninterpretation. [tturned out
just the way he interpreted them to us: | was restored to
my position, and the other man was hanged.”

14Then Pharaoh sent for Joseph, and they quickly
brought him from the dungeon. He shaved, changed his
clothes, and went to Pharaoh.

15 Pharaoh said to Joseph, “I have had adream, and no
onecaninterpretit.Butlhave hearditsaid aboutyou that
you can hear adream and interpret it.”

16”| am not able to,” Joseph answered Pharaoh. "It is
God who will give Pharaoh a favorable answer.”

1750 Pharaoh said to Joseph:“In my dream | was stand-
ingonthebank of the Nile, 18 when seven well-fed, healthy-
looking cows came up from the Nile and grazed among the
reeds. Afterthem, seven other cows — weak, very sickly,
and thin—came up. I've never seen such sickly ones as
thesein all the land of Egypt. 20Then the thin, sickly cows
atethefirstsevenwell-fed cows.2'"When they had devoured
them,you could nottell that they had devoured them; their
appearance was asbad as ithad been before.Then | woke
up.22Inmy dream | also saw seven heads of grain, fulland
good, coming up on one stalk. 23 After them, seven heads
of grain— withered, thin, and scorched by the east wind
—sprouted up. 24The thin heads of grain swallowed the
seven good ones. | told this to the magicians, but no one
can tell me what it means.”

25Then Joseph said to Pharaoh, “Pharaoh’s dreams
mean the same thing. God has revealed to Pharaoh what
heisaboutto do.26The seven good cows are sevenyears,
and the seven good heads are seven years. The dreams
mean the same thing. 2’ The seven thin, sickly cows that
came up after them are sevenyears, and the seven worth-
less, scorched heads of grain are seven years of famine.

28"|tis justas | told Pharaoh: God has shown Pharaoh
whatheis abouttodo.2® Sevenyears of greatabundance
are coming throughout the land of Egypt. 30 After them,
seven years of famine will take place, and all the abun-
dance in the land of Egypt will be forgotten. The famine
will devastate the land. 3'The abundance in the land will
notbe remembered because of the famine that follows it,
for the famine will be very severe. 32 Since the dream was
giventwicetoPharaoh, itmeans thatthe matter has been
determined by God, and he will carry it out soon.

33"So now, let Pharaoh look for a discerning and wise
man and set him over the land of Egypt. 34 Let Pharaoh
do this: Let him appoint overseers over the land and take
a fifth of the harvest of the land of Egypt during the sev-
en years of abundance. 35 Let them gather all the excess
food during these good years thatare coming. Under Pha-
raoh’s authority, store the grain in the cities, so they may
preserve it as food. 36 The food will be a reserve for the
land during the seven years of famine that will take place
in the land of Egypt. Then the country will not be wiped
out by the famine.”

37The proposal pleased Pharaoh and all his servants,
38and he said to them, “Can we find anyone like this, a
man who has God's spirit in him? " 39 So Pharaoh said to
Joseph, “Since God has made all this known to you, there
isno one as discerning and wise as you are. 4°You will be
overmy house, and all my people will obey your commands.
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Only |, as king, will be greater than you.” 41Pharaoh also
said to Joseph, “See, | am placing you over all the land of
Egypt.” 42 Pharaoh removed his signet ring from his hand
and put it on Joseph's hand, clothed him with fine linen
garments, and placed a gold chain around his neck. 43 He
had Josephride in his second chariot, and servants called
out before him, “Make way! ” So he placed him over all
the land of Egypt. 44 Pharaoh said to Joseph, “| am Pha-
raoh and no one will be able to raise his hand or footin all
the land of Egypt without your permission.” 45 Pharaoh
gave Joseph the name Zaphenath-paneah and gave him
awife, Asenath daughter of Potiphera, priest at On. And
Joseph went throughout the land of Egypt.

46 Joseph was thirty years old when he entered the ser-
vice of Pharaoh king of Egypt. Joseph left Pharaoh'’s pres-
ence and traveled throughout the land of Egypt.

47During the seven years of abundance the land pro-
duced outstanding harvests. 48 Joseph gathered all the
excess food in the land of Egypt during the seven years
and putitin the cities. He put the food in every city from
the fields around it. 4 So Joseph stored up grain in such
abundance —like the sand of the sea—that he stopped
measuring it because it was beyond measure.

50Two sons were bornto Joseph before the years of fam-
ine arrived. Asenath daughter of Potiphera, priest at On,
bore themto him.5' Joseph named the firstborn Manasseh
andsaid, “God has made me forget all my hardship and my
whole family.”52 And the second son he named Ephraimand
said,”God has made me fruitfulin theland of my affliction.”

53Thenthesevenyearsofabundanceintheland of Egypt
came to an end, 54and the seven years of famine began,
just as Joseph had said. There was famine in every land,
butinthe wholeland of Egypt there was food. 5 When the
wholeland of Egypt was stricken with famine, the people
cried out to Pharaoh for food. Pharaoh told all Egypt, “Go
to Joseph and do whatever he tells you.” 56 Now the fam-
ine had spread across the whole region, so Joseph opened
all the storehouses and sold grain to the Egyptians, for
the famine was severe in the land of Egypt. 57 Every land
came to Joseph in Egypt to buy grain, for the famine was
severeineveryland.

4 When Jacoblearned that there was grainin Egypt,

he said to his sons, “Why do you keep looking at
each other? 2Listen,” he went on, “l have heard there is
grainin Egypt. Go down there and buy some for us so that
we willliveand notdie.”3 So ten of Joseph's brothers went
down to buy grain from Egypt.4ButJacob did notsend Jo-
seph’s brother Benjamin with his brothers, for he thought,
“Something might happen to him.”

5The sons of Israel were among those who came to buy
grain, for the famine was in the land of Canaan. ¢ Joseph
was in charge of the country; he sold grain to allits people.
His brothers came and bowed down before him with their
faces to the ground.?When Joseph saw his brothers, he
recognized them, but he treated them like strangers and
spoke harshly to them.

"Where do you come from? " he asked.

“From the land of Canaan to buy food," they replied.

8 Although Joseph recognized his brothers, they did not
recognize him. 2 Joseph remembered his dreams about
them and said to them, “You are spies. You have come to
see the weakness of theland.”

10”No, my lord. Your servants have come to buy food,”
they said. ""We are all sons of one man. We are honest;
your servants are not spies.”
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12”No," he said to them. “You have come to see the
weakness of theland.”

13 But they replied, “We, your servants, were twelve
brothers, the sons of one man in the land of Canaan. The
youngestis now with our father,and oneis nolongerliving.”

14Then Joseph said to them, “I have spoken: ‘You are
spies! " 15This is how you will be tested: As surely as Pha-
raoh lives, you will not leave this place unless your youn-
gest brother comes here. 6 Send one from among you to
getyourbrother.The restof you willbe imprisoned so that
yourwords can be tested to see if they are true. If they are
not, then as surely as Pharaoh lives, you are spies! " 7 So
Joseph imprisoned them together for three days.

18 0n the third day Joseph said to them, “| fear God
—do this and you will live. " Ifyou are honest, let one of
you be confined to the guardhouse, while the rest of you
go and take grain to relieve the hunger of your house-
holds. 20 Bring your youngest brother to me so that your
words can be confirmed; then you won't die.” And they
consented to this.

21Then they said to each other, “Obviously, we are be-
ing punished for what we did to our brother. We saw his
deep distress when he pleaded with us, but we would not
listen.That is why this trouble has come to us.”

22BytReubenreplied:”Didntl tellyou notto harm the
boy? But you wouldn't listen. Now we must account for
his blood! "

23They did not realize that Joseph understood them,
since there was an interpreter between them.24 He turned
away from them and wept.When he turned back and spoke
to them, he took Simeon from them and had him bound
before their eyes. 25 Joseph then gave orders to fill their
containers with grain, return each man'’s silver to his sack,
and give them provisions for their journey.This order was
carried out. 26 They loaded the grain on their donkeys and
left there.

27 At the place where they lodged for the night, one
of them opened his sack to get feed for his donkey, and
he saw his silver there at the top of his bag. 28 He said to
his brothers, "My silver has been returned! It's herein my
bag.” Their hearts sank.Trembling, they turned to one an-
other and said, “What is this that God has done to us? *

29\When they reached their father Jacob in the land
of Canaan, they told him all that had happened to them:
30"The man who is the lord of the country spoke harshly
to us and accused us of spying on the country. 31But we
told him:We are honest and not spies. 32\We were twelve
brothers, sons of the same father. One is no longer liv-
ing, and the youngest is now with our father in the land
of Canaan.33The man who is the lord of the country said
tous, 'This is how | willknow if you are honest: Leave one
brother with me, take food to relieve the hunger of your
households, and go. 34 Bring back your youngest brother
to me, and | will know that you are not spies but honest
men. | willthen give your brother back toyou, and you can
trade in the country.”

35 As they began emptying their sacks, there in each
man’s sack was his bag of silver! When they and their fa-
ther saw their bags of silver, they were afraid.

36Their father Jacob said to them, “It's me thatyou make
childless.Josephis gone, and Simeonis gone. Nowyou want
to take Benjamin. Everything happens to me! ”

37Then Reuben said to his father, ”You can kill my two
sons if | don't bring him back to you. Put him in my care,
and | will return him to you.”
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38 But Jacob answered, “My son will not go down with
you, for his brotheris dead and he alone isleft. If anything
happens to him on your journey, you will bring my gray
hairs down to Sheol in sorrow.”

4 Now the famine in the land was severe.2When

they had used up the grain they had broughtback
from Egypt, their father said to them, "Go back and buy
us alittle food.”

3 But Judah said to him, “The man specifically warned
us: "You will not see me again unless your brother is with
you."4Ifyou will send our brother with us, we will go down
and buy food foryou.5 Butifyou willnotsend him, we will
not go, for the man said to us, 'You will not see me again
unless your brother is with you."”

6"Why have you caused me so much trouble? " Isra-
el asked. “Why did you tell the man that you had anoth-
erbrother?”

7They answered, “The man kept asking about us and
our family:‘Is your father still alive? Do you have another
brother?’ And we answered him accordingly. How could
we know that he would say, ‘Bring your brother here'? "

8Then Judahsaid to his father Israel,”Send the boy with
me.We will be on our way so that we may live and not die
—neither we, nor you, nor our dependents. ° | will be re-
sponsible for him.You can hold me personally accountable!
If I do not bring him back to you and set him before you, |
will be guilty before you forever. 1 If we had not delayed,
we could have come back twice by now.”

"Then their father Israel said to them, " Ifitmustbe so,
then do this: Put some of the best products of the land in
your packs and take them down to the man as a gift—a
little balsam and a little honey, aromatic gum and resin,
pistachios and almonds. 2 Take twice as much silver with
you. Return the silver that was returned to you in the top
ofyourbags. Perhaps it was a mistake. 3 Take your brother
also, and go back atonce to the man.# May God Almighty
cause the man to be merciful to you so that he will release
your other brother and Benjamin to you. As for me, iflam
deprived of my sons, then | am deprived.”

15The men took this gift, double the amount of silver,
and Benjamin.They immediately wentdown to Egyptand
stood before Joseph.

16\\hen Joseph saw Benjamin with them, he said to his
steward, “Take the men to my house. Slaughter an animal
andprepareit, forthey willeat withme atnoon.” 7The man
didas Joseph had said and brought themto Joseph’s house.

18 Butthe men were afraid because they were taken to
Joseph'shouse.They said, “We have been broughthere be-
cause of the silver that was returned in our bags the first
time.They intend to overpower us, seize us, make us slaves,
and take our donkeys.” 12 So they approached Joseph's
steward and spoke to him at the doorway of the house.

20They said, “My lord, we really did come down here
the first time only to buy food. 21When we came to the
place where welodged for the night and opened our bags
ofgrain, each one’s silver was at the top of hisbag! It was
the fullamount of our silver, and we have brought it back
with us. 22We have brought additional silver with us to
buy food.We don't know who put our silver in the bags.”

23Then the steward said, “May you be well. Don't be
afraid. Your God and the God of your father must have
put treasure in your bags. | received your silver.” Then he
brought Simeon out to them. 24The steward brought the
men into Joseph’s house, gave them water to wash their
feet, and got feed for their donkeys. 25 Since the men had
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heard that they were going to eat a meal there, they pre-
pared their giftfor Joseph’s arrival atnoon.26\When Joseph
came home, they brought him the gift they had carried
into the house, and they bowed to the ground before him.

27He asked if they were well, and he said, “How is your
elderly father that you told me about? Is he still alive? "

28They answered, “Your servant our father is well. He
is still alive.” And they knelt low and paid homage to him.

29\When he looked up and saw his brother Benjamin,
his mother's son, he asked, “Is this your youngest brother
thatyou told me about? " Then he said, “May God be gra-
cious to you, my son.” 30 Joseph hurried out because he
was overcome with emotion for his brother, and he was
abouttoweep.He wentintoaninnerroomandweptthere.
31Then he washed his face and came out. Regaining his
composure, he said, “Serve the meal.”

32They served him by himself, his brothers by them-
selves, and the Egyptians who were eating with him by
themselves, because Egyptians could noteat with Hebrews,
since that is detestable to them. 33They were seated be-
fore himinorderby age, from thefirstborn to the youngest.
The menlooked ateach otherin astonishment.34 Portions
were served to them from Joseph's table, and Benjamin’s
portion was five timeslarger than any of theirs. They drank
and became drunk with Joseph.
4 Joseph commanded his steward, “Fill the men's

bags with as much food as they can carry, and

put each one’s silver at the top of his bag. 2Put my cup,
thessilver one, at the top of the youngest one’s bag, along
with the silver for his grain.” So he did as Joseph told him.

3 Atmorninglight, the men were sent off with their don-
keys.4They had notgone very far from the city when Joseph
said to his steward, “Get up. Pursue the men, and when
you overtake them, say to them, "Why have you repaid evil
for good? 5Isn't this the cup that my master drinks from
and uses for divination? Whatyou have doneiswrong! " ”

6\When he overtook them, he said these words to them.
7They said to him, “Why does my lord say these things?
Your servants could not possibly do such a thing.8We even
broughtback toyou from theland of Canaan the silverwe
found at the top of our bags. How could we steal silver or
gold from your master's house? ® I it is found with one of
us, your servants, he must die, and the rest of us will be-
come my lord's slaves.”

10The steward replied, “Whatyou have said s right, but
only the one who is found to have it will be my slave, and
the rest of you will be blameless.”

1So each one quickly lowered his sack to the ground
and opened it. 2The steward searched, beginning with
the oldestand ending with the youngest, and the cup was
found in Benjamin’s sack. 3Then they tore their clothes,
and each one loaded his donkey and returned to the city.

14When Judah and his brothers reached Joseph's
house, he was still there. They fell to the ground before
him. s "Whatis this you have done? " Joseph said to them.
"Didn't you know that a man like me could uncover the
truth by divination? ”

16"\What can we say to mylord? " Judah replied."How
can we plead? How can we justify ourselves? God has
exposed your servants’ iniquity. We are now my lord’s
slaves—both we and the one in whose possession the
cup was found.”

7Then Joseph said, " swear that | will not do this.The
man in whose possession the cup was found will be my
slave.The rest of you can go in peace to your father.”
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18 But Judah approached him andsaid, "My lord, please
letyour servant speak personally to mylord. Do notbe an-
gry with your servant, for you are like Pharaoh. 1 My lord
asked his servants, ‘Do you have a father or a brother?’
20 and we answered my lord, ‘We have an elderly father
and a younger brother, the child of his old age. The boy's
brotheris dead.He is the only one of his mother's sons left,
andhis fatherloves him.'2'Thenyousaid toyour servants,
‘Bring him to me so that | can see him.' 22 But we said tomy
lord, ‘The boy cannot leave his father. If he were to leave,
his father would die.’ 2 Then you said to your servants, ‘If
youryounger brother does not come down with you, you
will not see me again.’

24"This is what happened when we went back to your
servantmy father:We reported to him the words of my lord.
25But our father said, ‘Go again, and buy us a little food.’
26\\Je told him, ‘We cannot go down unless our younger
brother goes with us. If our younger brother isnt with us,
we cannot see the man.’ 27Your servant my father said to
us, "You know that my wife bore me two sons. 28 One is
gone from me —1 said he must have been torn to pieces
—and | have neverseen himagain.2® Ifyou also take this
one from me and anything happens to him, you will bring
my gray hairs down to Sheol in sorrow.’

30"Soif| come toyour servant my fatherand the boy is
not with us— his life is wrapped up with the boy's life —
31when he sees that the boy is not with us, he will die.Then
your servants will have brought the gray hairs of your ser-
vant our father down to Sheol in sorrow. 32 Your servant
became accountable to my father for the boy, saying, 'If |
do notreturn him toyou, | will always bear the guilt for sin-
ningagainstyou, my father.’33 Now pleaseletyour servant
remain here as mylord's slave, in place of the boy. Lethim
go back with his brothers. 34 For how can | go back to my
father without the boy? | could not bear to see the grief
that would overwhelm my father.”

4 Joseph could nolonger keep his composurein front

of all his attendants, so he called out, “Send every-
one away from me! ” No one was with him when he re-
vealed his identity to his brothers.2 But he wept soloudly
thatthe Egyptians heardit, and also Pharaoh'’s household
heard it.3 Joseph said to his brothers, "l am Joseph! Is my
fatherstillliving? " But they could notanswer him because
they were terrified in his presence.

4Then Joseph said to his brothers, “Please, come near
me,” and they came near.”l am Joseph, your brother,” he
said, “the one you sold into Egypt. 3 And now don't be
grieved or angry with yourselves for selling me here, be-
cause God sentme ahead of you to preserve life. 6 For the
famine hasbeeninthelandthese twoyears, and there will
be five more years without plowing or harvesting.? God
sentme ahead of you to establish you as aremnant with-
in the land and to keep you alive by a great deliverance.
8Therefore it was not you who sent me here, but God. He
has made me afatherto Pharaoh, lord of his entire house-
hold, and ruler over all the land of Egypt.

9"Return quickly to my father and say to him, ‘This is
what your son Joseph says: “God has made me lord of all
Egypt. Come down to me without delay.®You cansettlein
theland of Goshen and be near me —you, your children,
andyourgrandchildren, your flocks, your herds, and all you
have."There | will sustain you, for there will be five more
years of famine. Otherwise, you, your household, and ev-
erything you have will become destitute.”” 12 Look! Your
eyes and the eyes of my brother Benjamin can see that
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I'm the one speaking to you. 13 Tell my father about all my
glory in Egypt and about all you have seen. And bring my
father here quickly.”

14Then Joseph threw his arms around his brother Ben-
jaminand wept, and Benjamin wepton his shoulder.s Jo-
sephkissed each of his brothers as he wept, and afterward
his brothers talked with him.

16\When the news reached Pharaoh’s palace, “Jo-
seph’s brothers have come,” Pharaoh and his servants
were pleased. 7 Pharaoh said to Joseph, “Tell your broth-
ers,'Do this: Load your animals and go on back to theland
of Canaan.™® Getyour father and your families, and come
back tome. | willgive you the bestof theland of Egypt, and
you can eat from the richness of the land.’ You are also
commanded to tell them, ‘Do this: Take wagons from the
land of Egypt for your dependents and your wives and
bringyour father here.29 Do not be concerned aboutyour
belongings, for the best of all the land of Egypt is yours."”

21The sons of Israel did this. Joseph gave them wagons
as Pharaoh had commanded, and he gave them provisions
for the journey. 22 He gave each of the brothers changes
of clothes, but he gave Benjamin three hundred pieces of
silver and five changes of clothes. 23 He sent his father the
following: ten donkeys carrying the best products of Egypt
and ten female donkeys carrying grain, food, and provi-
sions for his father on the journey. 24 So Joseph sent his
brothers on their way, and as they were leaving, he said
to them, "Don’t argue on the way.”

2550 they went up from Egypt and came to their fa-
ther Jacob in the land of Canaan. 26 They said, “Joseph is
still alive, and he is ruler over all the land of Egypt! " Jacob
was stunned, for he did not believe them.2? Butwhen they
told Jacob all that Joseph had said to them, and when he
saw the wagons that Joseph had sent to transport him,
the spirit of their father Jacob revived.

28Then Israel said, “Enough! My son Josephis still alive.
| will go to see him before | die.”

4 Israel setout with all thathe had and came to Be-

er-sheba, and he offered sacrifices to the God of
his fatherlsaac.2That night God spoke to Israelin avision:
“Jacob, Jacob! ” he said.

And Jacob replied, “Here lam.”

3God said, "l am God, the God of your father. Do not
be afraid to go down to Egypt, for | will make you into a
greatnation there.4 | willgo down with you to Egypt, and
lwillalso bring you back. Joseph will close your eyes when
you die.”

5 Jacobleft Beer-sheba.The sons of Israel took their fa-
ther Jacob in the wagons Pharaoh had sent to carry him,
along with their dependents and their wives. 6 They also
took their cattle and possessions they had acquiredin the
land of Canaan.Then Jacob and all his offspring with him
came to Egypt. 7 His sons and grandsons, his daughters
and granddaughters, indeed all his offspring, he brought
with him to Egypt.

8These are the names of the sons of Israel who came
to Egypt— Jacob and his sons:

Jacob's firstborn: Reuben.
9 Reuben’s sons: Hanoch, Pallu, Hezron, and Carmi.
10 Simeon's sons: Jemuel, Jamin, Ohad,
Jachin, Zohar, and Shaul, the son
of a Canaanite woman.
1 Levi's sons: Gershon, Kohath, and Merari.
2 Judah's sons: Er, Onan, Shelah, Perez, and Zerah;
but Erand Onan died in theland of Canaan.
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The sons of Perez were Hezron and Hamul.
3 |ssachar's sons:Tola, Puvah, Jashub, and Shimron.
14 Zebulun's sons: Sered, Elon, and Jahleel.
15 These were Leah’s sons born to Jacob
in Paddan-aram, as well as his daughter Dinah.
The total number of persons: thirty-three.
16 Gad's sons: Ziphion, Haggi, Shuni, Ezbon, Eri,
Arodi, and Areli.
7 Asher's sons: Imnah, Ishvah, Ishvi, Beriah,
and their sister Serah.
Beriah's sons were Heber and Malchiel.
18 These were the sons of Zilpah—whom Laban
gave to his daughter Leah—that she bore
to Jacob: sixteen persons.
19 The sons of Jacob's wife Rachel:
Joseph and Benjamin.
20 Manasseh and Ephraim were born to Joseph
in theland of Egypt.They were born to him
by Asenath daughter of Potiphera, a priest
aton.
21 Benjamin's sons: Bela, Becher, Ashbel, Gera,
Naaman, Ehi, Rosh, Muppim, Huppim,
and Ard.
22 These were Rachel's sons who were born to Jacob:
fourteen persons.
2 Dan’s son: Hushim.
24 Naphtali's sons: Jahzeel, Guni, Jezer, and Shillem.
25 These were the sons of Bilhah, whom Laban gave
to his daughter Rachel. She bore to Jacob:
seven persons.
26 The total number of persons belonging to Jacob
—his direct descendants, not including
the wives of Jacob's sons—who came
to Egypt: sixty-six.
27 AndJoseph's sons who were born to him in Egypt:
two persons.
All'those of Jacob'’s household who came to Egypt:
seventy persons.

28 Now Jacob had sent Judah ahead of him to Joseph
to prepare for his arrival at Goshen. When they came to
the land of Goshen, 22 Joseph hitched the horses to his
chariot and went up to Goshen to meet his father Israel.
Joseph presented himself to him, threw his arms around
him, and wept for along time.

30Then Israel said to Joseph, “I'm ready to die now be-
cause | have seen your face and you are still alive! "

31Joseph said to his brothers and to his father's family, |
willgo up and inform Pharaoh, telling him,’My brothers and
my father's family, who were in the land of Canaan, have
come to me.32The men are shepherds; they also raise live-
stock.They have brought their flocks and herds and all that
theyhave.'33When Pharaoh addresses you and asks, What
isyouroccupation? '34you are tosay, 'Yourservants, both
we and our fathers, have raised livestock from our youth
untilnow.' Then you will be allowed to settle in the land of
Goshen, since all shepherds are detestable to Egyptians.”
4 SoJoseph wentandinformed Pharaoh:"”My father

and my brothers, with their flocks and herds and
allthat they own, have come from theland of Canaan and
are now in theland of Goshen.”

2He took five of his brothers and presented them to
Pharaoh.3 And Pharaoh asked his brothers, “What is your
occupation?”

Theysaid to Pharaoh, “Your servants, both we and our
fathers, are shepherds.” 4 And they said to Pharaoh, "We
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have come to stay in theland for a while because there is
nograzingland foryour servants’ sheep, since the famine
in theland of Canaan has been severe. So now, please let
your servants settle in the land of Goshen.”

5Then Pharaoh said to Joseph, “Now that your father
and brothers have come toyou, 8 theland of Egyptis open
beforeyou; settleyour father and brothersin the bestpart
oftheland.They canlivein theland of Goshen. [fyou know
of any capable men among them, put them in charge of
my livestock.”

7 Joseph then brought his father Jacob and presented
himto Pharaoh, and Jacob blessed Pharaoh. & Pharaoh said
to Jacob, “"How many years have youlived? "

9 Jacob said to Pharaoh, "My pilgrimage haslasted 130
years. My years have been few and hard, and they have
not reached the years of my fathers during their pilgrim-
ages."19So Jacob blessed Pharaoh and departed from Pha-
raoh’s presence.

Then Joseph settled his fatherand brothersin theland
of Egypt and gave them property in the best part of the
land, the land of Rameses, as Pharaoh had commanded.
12 And Joseph provided his father, his brothers, and all his
father's family with food for their dependents.

13 But there was no food in the entire region, for the
famine was very severe. The land of Egypt and the land
of Canaan were exhausted by the famine. 14 Joseph col-
lected all the silver to be found in the land of Egypt and
the land of Canaan in exchange for the grain they were
purchasing, and he broughtthesilver to Pharaoh’s palace.
15\When the silver from the land of Egypt and the land of
Canaan was gone, all the Egyptians came to Joseph and
said, “Give us food. Why should we die here in front of
you? Thesilveris gone! "

16 But Joseph said, “Give me your livestock. Since the
silverisgone, | will give you food in exchange foryour live-
stock.”17 So they brought theirlivestock to Joseph,and he
gave them food in exchange for the horses, the flocks of
sheep, the herds of cattle, and the donkeys. That year he
provided them with food in exchange for all theirlivestock.

18\When thatyear was over, they came the nextyearand
said to him, “We cannot hide from our lord that the silver
isgone and thatallourlivestock belongs to ourlord.There
is nothingleft for ourlord except our bodies and our land.
19Why should we die here in front of you—both us and
ourland? Buy us and ourland in exchange for food.Then
we with our land will become Pharaoh’s slaves. Give us
seed so that we can live and not die, and so that the land
won't become desolate.”

20 |n this way, Joseph acquired all the land in Egypt for
Pharaoh, because every Egyptian sold his field since the
famine was so severe for them.Theland became Pharaoh's,
21and Joseph moved the people to the cities from one end
of Egypt to the other. 22The only land he did not acquire
belonged to the priests, for they had an allowance from
Pharaoh.They ate from their allowance that Pharaoh gave
them; therefore they did not sell their land.

23 Joseph said to the people, “Understand today that |
have acquired you andyourland for Pharaoh. Hereiis seed
foryou.Sow itin theland.24 At harvest, you are to give a
fifth of it to Pharaoh, and four-fifths will be yours as seed
for the field and as food for yourselves, your households,
and your dependents.”

25"You have saved ourlives,” they said."We have found
favor with our lord and will be Pharaoh'’s slaves.” 26 So Jo-
sephmadeitalaw, stillin effecttoday in theland of Egypt,
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that a fifth of the produce belongs to Pharaoh. Only the
priests’ land does not belong to Pharaoh.

27]srael settled in the land of Egypt, in the region of
Goshen. They acquired property in it and became fruit-
ful and very numerous. 28 Now Jacob lived in the land of
Egypt17years, and hislife spanwas 147 years.22When the
time approached for him to die, he called his son Joseph
and said to him, “If | have found favor with you, put your
hand under my thigh and promise me that you will deal
with me in kindness and faithfulness. Do not bury me in
Egypt.30When | rest with my fathers, carry me away from
Egypt and bury me in their burial place.”

Joseph answered, "l will do what you have asked.”

31 And Jacob said, “Swear to me."” So Joseph swore to
him.Then Israel bowed in thanks at the head of his bed.
4 Some time after this, Joseph was told, “Your fa-

ther is weaker.” So he set out with his two sons,
Manasseh and Ephraim.2When Jacob was told, “Your son
Joseph has come to you,” Israel summoned his strength
andsatupin bed.

3 Jacobsaid to Joseph, “God Aimighty appeared to me
atLuzin the land of Canaan and blessed me. 4 He said to
me,"l will make you fruitfuland numerous; | willmake many
nations come from you, and | will give this land as a per-
manent possession to your future descendants.’ 5 Your
two sons born toyouin theland of Egyptbefore | came to
you in Egypt are now mine. Ephraim and Manasseh be-
long to me justas Reuben and Simeon do. & Children born
toyou after them will be yours and will be recorded under
the names of their brothers with regard to their inheri-
tance.”When | was returning from Paddan, to my sorrow
Rachel died along the way, some distance from Ephrath
intheland of Canaan. | buried her there along the way to
Ephrath” (thatis, Bethlehem).

8When Israel saw Joseph's sons, he said, “Who are
these?”

9 And Joseph said to his father, “They are my sons God
has given me here.”

Solsraelsaid, “Bring them to me and | will bless them.”
10 Now his eyesight was poor because of old age; he could
hardly see. Joseph broughtthemto him, and hekissed and
embraced them. " Israel said to Joseph, I never expected
to see your face again, but now God has even let me see
your offspring.” 12Then Joseph took them from his father's
knees and bowed with his face to the ground.

1BThen Joseph took them both—with his right hand
Ephraim toward Israel’s left, and with his left hand Ma-
nasseh toward Israel’s right—and broughtthemto Israel.
14 But Israel stretched out his right hand and put it on the
head of Ephraim, the younger, and crossing his hands, put
hislefton Manasseh's head, although Manasseh was the
firstborn.>Then he blessed Joseph and said:

The God before whom my fathers Abraham
and Isaac walked,
the God who has been my shepherd all my life
to this day,
16 the angel who has redeemed me from all harm —
may he bless these boys.
And may they be called by my name
and the names of my fathers Abraham and Isaac,
and may they grow to be numerous
within theland.

7When Joseph saw that his father had placed his right
hand on Ephraim’s head, he thought it was a mistake and
took his father's hand to move it from Ephraim’s head to
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Manasseh’s. 18 Joseph said to his father, “Not that way,
my father! This one is the firstborn. Put your right hand
on his head.”

19 But his father refused and said, "l know, my son, |
know! He too willbecome atribe, and he too will be great;
nevertheless, hisyounger brother will be greater than he,
and his offspring will become a populous nation.” 20So
he blessed them that day, putting Ephraim before Ma-
nasseh when he said, “The nation Israel will invoke bless-
ings by you, saying,'May God make you like Ephraim and
Manasseh.”

21srael said to Joseph, “Look, | am about to die, but God
will be with you and will bring you back to theland of your
fathers.22Qverand above what|am giving your brothers,
| am giving you the one mountain slope that | took from
the Amorites with my sword and bow.”

4 ThenJacobcalled hissonsandsaid, ” Gatheraround,
and | will tell you what will happen to you in the
days to come.
2 Come together and listen, sons of Jacob;
listen to your father Israel:
3 Reuben, you are my firstborn,
my strength and the firstfruits of my virility,
excelling in prominence, excelling in power.
4 Turbulentas water, you will not excel,
because you got into your father's bed
and you defiled it— he got into my bed.
5 Simeon and Levi are brothers;
their knives are vicious weapons.
6  May | never enter their council;
may | never join their assembly.
Forin their anger they kill men,
and on a whim they hamstring oxen.
7 Theirangeris cursed, foritis strong,
and their fury, foritis cruel!
| will disperse them throughout Jacob
and scatter them throughout Israel.
8 Judah, your brothers will praise you.
Your hand will be on the necks of your enemies;
your father's sons will bow down to you.
9 Judahisayounglion—
my son, you return from the Kill.
He crouches; he lies down like alion
oralioness—who dares to rouse him?
10 The scepter will not depart from Judah
or the staff from between his feet
until he whose right it is comes
and the obedience of the peoples belongs to him.
1 Heties his donkey to avine,
and the colt of his donkey to the choice vine.
He washes his clothes in wine
and his robes in the blood of grapes.
12 His eyes are darker than wine,
and his teeth are whiter than milk.
13 Zebulun willlive by the seashore
and will be a harbor for ships,
and his territory will be next to Sidon.
14 [ssacharis astrong donkey
lying down between the saddlebags.
15 He saw that his resting place was good
and that the land was pleasant,
so0 heleaned his shoulder to bear aload
and became a forced laborer.
16 Dan willjudge his people
as one of the tribes of Israel.
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17 Dan will be a snake by the road,
aviper beside the path,
that bites the horse’s heels
so thatits rider falls backward.
18 | wait for your salvation, LORD.
19 Gad will be attacked by raiders,
but he will attack their heels.
20 Asher's food will be rich,
and he will produce royal delicacies.
21 Naphtaliis a doe set free
that bears beautiful fawns.
22 Josephis a fruitful vine,
a fruitful vine beside a spring;
its branches climb over the wall.
23 The archers attacked him,
shotat him, and were hostile toward him.
24 Yet his bow remained steady,
and his strong arms were made agile
by the hands of the Mighty One of Jacob,
by the name of the Shepherd, the Rock of Israel,
25 pythe God of your father who helps you,
and by the Aimighty who blesses you
with blessings of the heavens above,
blessings of the deep thatlies below,
and blessings of the breasts and the womb.
26 The blessings of your father excel
the blessings of my ancestors
and the bounty of the ancient hills.
May they rest on the head of Joseph,
on the brow of the prince of his brothers.
27 Benjamin is a wolf; he tears his prey.
In the morning he devours the prey,
and in the evening he divides the plunder.”
28These are the tribes of Israel, twelve in all, and this is
what their father said to them. He blessed them, and he
blessed each one with a suitable blessing.
29Then he commanded them: "l am about to be gath-
ered to my people. Bury me with my fathersin the cave in
the field of Ephron the Hethite. 30The cave is in the field
of Machpelah near Mamre, in the land of Canaan. This is
the field Abraham purchased from Ephron the Hethite as
burial property.31 Abraham and his wife Sarah are buried
there, Isaac and his wife Rebekah are buried there, and |
buried Leah there.32The field and the cave in it were pur-
chased from the Hethites.” 33When Jacob had finished giv-
ing charges to his sons, he drew his feetinto the bed, took
hislast breath, and was gathered to his people.
5 Then Joseph, leaning over his father's face, wept
and kissed him. 2He commanded his servants
who were physicians to embalm his father. So they em-
balmed Israel. 3They took forty days to complete this, for
embalming takes that long, and the Egyptians mourned
for him seventy days.
4When the days of mourning were over, Joseph said
to Pharaoh’s household, “If | have found favor with you,
please tell Pharaoh that my father made me take an oath,
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saying, 'l am about to die. You must bury me there in the
tomb that | made for myself in the land of Canaan.’ Now
let me go and bury my father.Then | will return.”

650 Pharaoh said, “Go and bury your father in keep-
ing with your oath.”

7Then Joseph went to bury his father,and all Pharaoh'’s
servants, the elders of his household, and all the elders of
theland of Egypt went with him, 8 along with all Joseph's
family, his brothers, and his father’s family. Only their de-
pendents, their flocks, and their herds wereleftin theland
of Goshen.? Horses and chariots wentup with him; itwas
a very impressive procession. °When they reached the
threshing floor of Atad, which is across the Jordan, they
lamented and wept loudly, and Joseph mourned seven
days for his father. "When the Canaanite inhabitants of
theland saw the mourning at the threshing floor of Atad,
they said, “This is a solemn mourning on the part of the
Egyptians.” Therefore the place is named Abel-mizraim.
Itis across the Jordan.

1250 Jacob's sons did for him whathe had commanded
them. 3 They carried him to the land of Canaan and bur-
ied him in the cave at Machpelah in the field near Mam-
re,which Abraham had purchased as burial property from
Ephron the Hethite. 4 After Joseph buried his father, he
returned to Egypt with his brothers and allwho had gone
with him to bury his father.

15\When Joseph's brothers saw that their father was
dead, they said to one another, “If Joseph is holding a
grudge against us, he will certainly repay us for all the
suffering we caused him.”

16 So they sent this message to Joseph, “Before he died
yourfather gave acommand:"'Say this to Joseph: Please
forgive your brothers’ transgression and their sin—the
suffering they caused you.’ Therefore, please forgive the
transgression of the servants of the God of your father.”
Josephweptwhen theirmessage came to him. 8 Hisbroth-
ers also came to him, bowed down before him, and said,
“We are your slaves! "

19 ButJosephsaid tothem,“Don’tbe afraid. Amlinthe
place of God? 2°You planned evil against me; God planned
itforgoodtobring aboutthe presentresult— the survival
of many people. 21 Therefore don'tbe afraid. | will take care
of you and your children.” And he comforted them and
spoke kindly to them.

22 Joseph and his father's family remained in Egypt. Jo-
sephlived 110 years.23 He saw Ephraim’s sons to the third
generation; the sons of Manasseh's son Machir were rec-
ognized by Joseph.

24 Joseph said to his brothers, “| am about to die, but
God will certainly come to your aid and bring you up from
this land to the land he swore to give to Abraham, Isaac,
and Jacob.” 25So Joseph made the sons of Israel take an
oath: "When God comes to your aid, you are to carry my
bones up from here.”

26 Joseph died at the age of 110. They embalmed him
and placed him in a coffin in Egypt.
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These are the names of the sons of Israel who came to
Egypt with Jacob; each came with his family:
2 Reuben, Simeon, Levi, and Judah;
3 Issachar, Zebulun, and Benjamin;
4 Danand Naphtali; Gad and Asher.
5The total number of Jacob’s descendants was seventy;
Joseph was already in Egypt.

6 Joseph and all his brothers and all that generation
eventually died.? Butthe Israelites were fruitful, increased
rapidly, multiplied, and became extremely numerous so
that the land was filled with them.

8 A new king, who did not know about Joseph, came
to power in Egypt. @ He said to his people, “Look, the Is-
raelite people are more numerous and powerful than we
are.1© Come, let's deal shrewdly with them; otherwise they
will multiply further, and when war breaks out, they will
join our enemies, fight against us, and leave the coun-
try.” 1So the Egyptians assigned taskmasters over the
Israelites to oppress them with forced labor. They built
Pithom and Rameses as supply cities for Pharaoh. 12 But
the more they oppressed them, the more they multiplied
and spread so that the Egyptians came to dread the Isra-
elites.3They worked the Israelites ruthlessly 4 and made
their lives bitter with difficult labor in brick and mortar
and in all kinds of fieldwork. They ruthlessly imposed all
this work on them.

5Theking of Egyptsaid to the Hebrew midwives —the
first whose name was Shiphrah and the second whose
name was Puah — 16"When you help the Hebrew wom-
engive birth, observe them as they deliver. If the child is a
son, killhim, butifit's a daughter,she maylive.” 7 The mid-
wives, however, feared God and did not do as the king of
Egypt had told them; they let the boys live. 18 So the king
of Egypt summoned the midwives and asked them, “Why
have you done this and let the boys live? "

9The midwives said to Pharaoh, “The Hebrew women
arenotlike the Egyptian women, for they are vigorous and
give birth before the midwife can get to them.”

2050 God was good to the midwives, and the people
muitiplied and became very numerous. 21 Since the mid-
wives feared God, he gave them families.22 Pharaoh then
commanded all his people:“You must throw every sonborn
to the Hebrews into the Nile, but let every daughter live.”

Now a man from the family of Levi married a Levite
woman.2The woman became pregnantand gave birth
toason; when she saw that he was beautiful, she hid him
forthree months.3 Butwhen she could nolonger hide him,
shegotapapyrus basketfor himand coated itwith asphalt
and pitch. She placed the child in it and set it among the
reeds by the bank of the Nile. 4Then his sister stood at a
distance in order to see what would happen to him.
5Pharaoh’s daughter went down to bathe at the Nile
while her servant girls walked along the riverbank. She
saw the basket among the reeds, sent her slave girl, took
it, openedit,and saw him, the child—and there he was,
alittle boy, crying. She felt sorry for him and said, “This is
one of the Hebrew boys.”

7Then his sister said to Pharaoh’s daughter, “Should
| go and call a Hebrew woman who is nursing to nurse
the boy foryou?”
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8"@Go," Pharaoh's daughter told her. So the girl went
and called the boy's mother. °Then Pharaoh’s daughter
said to her, “Take this child and nurse him for me, and | will
pay your wages.” So the woman took the boy and nursed
him.©When the child grew older, she broughthim to Pha-
raoh’s daughter, and he became her son. She named him
Moses,”"Because,” she said, “l drew him out of the water.”

MYears later, after Moses had grown up, he wentout to
hisown people and observed their forcedlabor. He saw an
Egyptian striking a Hebrew, one of his people. 2 Looking
allaround and seeing noone, he struck the Egyptian dead
and hid him in the sand. 13 The next day he went out and
saw two Hebrews fighting. He asked the onein the wrong,
“Why are you attacking your neighbor? "

14"\Who made you a commander and judge over us? "
the man replied. "Are you planning to kill me as you killed
the Egyptian?”

Then Moses became afraid and thought, “What | did
is certainly known.”

5\When Pharaoh heard about this, he tried to kill Mo-
ses. But Moses fled from Pharaoh and went to live in the
land of Midian, and sat down by a well.

16 Now the priest of Midian had seven daughters.They
came to draw water and filled the troughs to water their
father's flock. 7 Then some shepherds arrived and drove
them away, but Moses came to their rescue and watered
their flock. 18When they returned to their father Reuel,
he asked, “Why have you come back so quickly today? *

19They answered, “An Egyptian rescued us from the
shepherds. He even drew water for us and watered the
flock.”

20"Sowhereishe? " he asked his daughters.”Why then
did you leave the man behind? Invite him to eat dinner.”

21Moses agreed to stay with the man, and he gave his
daughter Zipporah to Moses in marriage.22 She gave birth
to a son whom he named Gershom, for he said, “l have
been aresident alien in a foreign land.”

23 After along time, the king of Egypt died. The Israel-
ites groaned because of their difficultlabor; and they cried
out; and their cry for help because of the difficultlabor as-
cended to God.24 And God heard their groaning; and God
remembered his covenantwith Abraham, with Isaac, and
with Jacob; 25 and God saw the Israelites; and God knew.

Meanwhile, Moses was shepherding the flock of his

father-in-law Jethro, the priest of Midian. He led the
flock to the far side of the wilderness and came to Horeb,
the mountain of God.2Then the angel of the LorD appeared
tohiminaflame offire within abush. As Moseslooked, he
saw that the bush was on fire but was not consumed.3 So
Moses thought, “I must go over and look at this remark-
able sight.Why isn't the bush burning up? "

4When the LoRD saw that he had gone over to look,
God called out to him from the bush, “Moses, Moses! *

“Here | am,” he answered.

5”Do not come closer,” he said. “Remove the sandals
from your feet, for the place where you are standing is
holy ground.” 6Then he continued, “l am the God of your
father, the God of Abraham, the God of Isaac, and the God
of Jacob.” Moses hid his face because he was afraid to
look at God.
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7Then the LORD said, "l have observed the misery of my
peoplein Egypt, and have heard them crying outbecause of
theiroppressors.| know about their sufferings,8and I have
come down to rescue them from the power of the Egyptians
and to bring them from thatland to a good and spacious
land, aland flowing with milk and honey — the territory of
the Canaanites, Hethites, Amorites, Perizzites, Hivites,and
Jebusites.? Sobecause the Israelites’ cry for help has come
to me, and | have also seen the way the Egyptians are op-
pressing them, 10 therefore, go.|amsending you to Pharaoh
sothatyoumaylead my people, the Israelites, outof Egypt.”

1 But Moses asked God, “Who am | that | should go to
Pharaohandthatlshould bring the Israelites out of Egypt? ”

12He answered, "I will certainly be with you, and this
will be the sign to you that | am the one who sent you:
when you bring the people out of Egypt, you will all wor-
ship God at this mountain.”

13Then Moses asked God, " Ifl go to the Israelites and say
tothem, The God of your fathers has sentme toyou," and
theyask me,'Whatis hisname? "what should | tellthem? "

14 God replied to Moses, “| AMWHO | AM. This is what
you are to say to the Israelites: | AM has sent me to you.”
15 God also said to Moses, “Say this to the Israelites: The
Lorb, the God of your fathers, the God of Abraham, the
God of Isaac, and the God of Jacob, has sent me to you.
This is my name forever; this is how | am to be remem-
bered in every generation.

16"Go and assemble the elders of Israeland say to them:
The Lorp, the God of your fathers, the God of Abraham,
Isaac,and Jacob, has appeared to me and said: | have paid
close attention to you and to what has been done to you
in Egypt. 7 And | have promised you that | will bring you
up from the misery of Egypt to the land of the Canaan-
ites, Hethites, Amorites, Perizzites, Hivites, and Jebusites
—aland flowing with milk and honey. 18They will listen
to whatyou say.Then you, along with the elders of Israel,
must go to the king of Egypt and say to him:The LoRrp, the
God of the Hebrews, has met with us. Now please let us
go on a three-day trip into the wilderness so that we may
sacrifice to the Lorp our God.

19"However, | know that the king of Egypt will not al-
lowyouto go, even under force fromastronghand.20 But
when | stretch out my hand and strike Egypt with all my
miracles that| will performinit, after that, he will letyou go.
21 And | will give these people such favor with the Egyptians
that when you go, you will not go empty-handed. 22 Each
woman will ask her neighbor and any woman staying in
her house for silver and gold jewelry, and clothing, and
you will put them on your sons and daughters. So you will
plunder the Egyptians.”

Moses answered, “What if they won't believe me
and will not obey me but say, ‘The LoRD did not ap-

peartoyou?”

2The Lorp asked him, “What is thatin your hand? "

"A staff,” he replied.

3"Throw it on the ground,” he said. So Moses threw
it on the ground, it became a snake, and he ran from it.
4The Lorp told Moses, “Stretch out your hand and grab
it by the tail.” So he stretched out his hand and caught it,
and it became a staff in his hand. 5" This will take place,”
he continued, “so that they will believe that the LoRD, the
God oftheirfathers, the God of Abraham, the God of Isaac,
and the God of Jacob, has appeared to you.”

6|n addition the LoRrD said to him, “Put your hand in-
side your cloak.” So he put his hand inside his cloak, and
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when he took it out, his hand was diseased, resembling
snow.”"Putyour hand back inside your cloak,” he said. So
he put his hand back inside his cloak, and when he took it
out, it had again become like the rest of his skin.8"If they
will not believe you and will not respond to the evidence
of the first sign, they may believe the evidence of the sec-
ond sign.® And if they don't believe even these two signs
orlisten to what you say, take some water from the Nile
andpouritonthedry ground.The wateryou take from the
Nile will become blood on the ground.”

10 But Moses replied to the LorD, “Please, Lord, | have
never been eloquent— either in the past or recently or
sinceyou have been speaking toyour servant—because
my mouth and my tongue are sluggish.”

"The LoRD said to him, “Who placed a mouth on hu-
mans?Who makes a person mute or deaf, seeing orblind?
Isitnot|, the Lorp? 2Now go! | will help you speak and |
will teach you what to say.”

13 Moses said, “Please, Lord, send someone else.”

14Then the LorRD's anger burned against Moses, and
hesaid, “Isn’t Aaron the Levite your brother? | know that
he can speak well. And also, he is on his way now to meet
you. He will rejoice when he sees you. " You will speak with
him and tell himwhatto say. | will help both you and him to
speak and will teach you both what to do. 16 He will speak
tothe people foryou. He will serve as amouth foryou, and
you will serve as God to him. "7 And take this staff in your
hand that you will perform the signs with.”

8Then Moses wentback to his father-in-law Jethroand
said to him, “Please let me return to my relatives in Egypt
and see if they are still living.”

Jethro said to Moses, “Go in peace.”

19 Now in Midian the Lorp told Moses, “Returnto Egypt,
forallthe menwho wanted tokillyou are dead.” 20 So Moses
took his wife and sons, putthem on adonkey, and returned
totheland of Egypt. And Moses took God's staffin his hand.

21The Lorp instructed Moses, “When you go back to
Egypt, make sure you do before Pharaoh all the wonders
thatlhave putwithinyourpower.Butlwillharden his heart
so that he won't let the people go. 22 And you will say to
Pharaoh:This is what the LORD says: Israel is my firstborn
son. 23| told you: Let my son go so that he may worship
me, but you refused to let him go. Look, | am about to Kill
your firstborn son! ”

240nthetrip,atanovernightcampsite, ithappened that
the Lorp confronted him and intended to puthim to death.
25So Zipporah took a flint, cutoff her son’s foreskin, threw
itatMoses's feet, and said, “You are abridegroom of blood
tome! “26So helet him alone. At that time she said, “You
are abridegroom ofblood,” referring to the circumcision.
27Now the LoRD had said to Aaron, “Go and meet Moses
in the wilderness.” So he went and met him at the moun-
tain of God and kissed him. 28 Moses told Aaron every-
thing the LorRD had senthim to say, and about all the signs
he had commanded him to do.2°Then Moses and Aaron
wentand assembled all the elders of the Israelites. 30 Aar-
on repeated everything the LORD had said to Moses and
performed the signs before the people. 31The people be-
lieved, and when they heard that the LorD had paid at-
tention to them and that he had seen their misery, they
kneltlow and worshiped.
Later, Moses and Aaron went in and said to Pharaoh,
"This is what the LorD, the God of Israel, says: Let my
people go, so that they may hold a festival for me in the
wilderness.”
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2ButPharaohresponded, “Whois the Lorp that | should
obey him by letting Israel go? | don‘t know the Lorp, and
besides, | will notlet Israel go.”

3Theyanswered, “The God of the Hebrews has met with
us. Pleaseletus go on a three-day trip into the wilderness
so that we may sacrifice to the LORD our God, or else he
may strike us with plague or sword.”

4The king of Egypt said to them, “Moses and Aaron,
why are you causing the people to neglect their work?
Get to your labor! "5 Pharaoh also said, “Look, the peo-
ple of theland are so numerous, and you would stop them
from theirlabor.”

6That day Pharaoh commanded the overseers of the
people as well as their foremen:7“Don't continue to sup-
ply the people with straw for making bricks, as before.
They must go and gather straw for themselves. 8 But re-
quire the same quota of bricks from them as they were
making before; do not reduce it. For they are slackers
—that is why they are crying out, ‘Let us go and sac-
rifice to our God." ® Impose heavier work on the men.
Then they will be occupied with itand not pay attention
to deceptive words.”

10So the overseers and foremen of the people went
out and said to them, “This is what Pharaoh says:’l am
not giving you straw. " Go get straw yourselves wherev-
eryou can find it, but there will be no reduction at all in
your workload.'” 12So the people scattered throughout
theland of Egypt to gather stubble for straw. 13 The over-
seers insisted, “Finish your assigned work each day, just
as you did when straw was provided.” 14Then the Israel-
ite foremen, whom Pharaoh’s slave drivers had set over
the people, were beaten and asked, “"Why haven'tyou fin-
ished making your prescribed number of bricks yesterday
or today, as you did before? "

1550 the Israelite foremen wentin and cried for help to
Pharaoh: "Why are you treating your servants this way?
16 No straw has been given to your servants, yet they say
tous,'Make bricks! ' Look, your servants are being beaten,
butitis your own people who are at fault.”

17But he said, “You are slackers. Slackers! That is why
you aresaying, Letus gosacrifice to the LorD.' 8 Now get
to work. No straw will be given to you, but you must pro-
duce the same quantity of bricks.”

19The Israelite foremen saw that they were in trouble
when they were told, “You cannot reduce your daily quo-
ta of bricks.” 22When they left Pharaoh, they confront-
ed Moses and Aaron, who stood waiting to meet them.

21"May the LoRD take note of you and judge,” they said
tothem, "because you have made us reek to Pharaoh and
his officials — putting a sword in their hand to kill us! ”

2250 Moses went back to the LorD and asked, “Lord,
why have you caused trouble for this people? And why
did you ever send me? 23 Ever since | went in to Pharaoh
to speak inyour name he has caused trouble for this peo-
ple, and you haven't rescued your people at all.”

Butthe Lorb replied to Moses, “Now you will see what

| will do to Pharaoh: because of a strong hand he will
let them go, and because of a strong hand he will drive
them from hisland.”

2Then God spoke to Moses, telling him, “l am the Lorp.
3| appeared to Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob as God Aimighty,
but | was not known to them by my name ‘the Lorp.' 41
also established my covenantwith them to give them the
land of Canaan, the land they lived in as aliens. 5 Further-
more, | have heard the groaning of the Israelites, whom
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the Egyptians are forcing to work as slaves, and | have re-
membered my covenant.

6 "Therefore tell the Israelites: | am the Lorb, and | will
bring you out from the forced labor of the Egyptians and
rescue you from slavery to them. | willredeem you with an
outstretched arm and great acts of judgment. 7| will take
you as my people, and | will be your God. You will know
that | am the Lorp your God, who brought you out from
the forced labor of the Egyptians. 8| will bring you to the
land thatlswore to give to Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob, and
Iwillgiveittoyouasapossession.lamthe Lorp.”® Moses
told this to the Israelites, but they did notlisten to him be-
cause of their broken spirit and hard labor.

10Then the LORD spoke to Moses, 1" Go and tell Pha-
raoh king of Egypt to let the Israelites go from hisland.”

12But Moses said in the LoRD's presence: “If the Israel-
ites will notlisten to me, then how will Pharaohlisten tome,
since | am such a poor speaker? " 13Then the LoRD spoke
to Moses and Aaron and gave them commands concern-
ing both the Israelites and Pharaoh king of Egypt to bring
the Israelites out of the land of Egypt.

14These are the heads of their fathers’ families:

The sons of Reuben, the firstborn of Israel:
Hanoch and Pallu, Hezron and Carmi.
These are the clans of Reuben.

5 Thesons of Simeon:

Jemuel, Jamin, Ohad, Jachin,
Zohar, and Shaul, the son

of a Canaanite woman.
These are the clans of Simeon.

16 These are the names of the sons of Levi
according to their family records;
Gershon, Kohath, and Merari.

Levilived 137 years.
7 The sons of Gershon:
Libni and Shimei, by their clans.

8 The sons of Kohath:
Amram, Izhar, Hebron, and Uzziel.
Kohathlived 133 years.

9 The sons of Merari:
Mahli and Mushi.
These are the clans of the Levites
according to their family records.

20 Amram married his father's sister Jochebed,
and she bore him Aaron and Moses.
Amram lived 137 years.

21 Thesonsof Izhar:

Korah, Nepheg, and Zichri.
22 Thesons of Uzziel:
Mishael, Elzaphan, and Sithri.

23 Aaron married Elisheba,
daughter of Amminadab and sister of Nahshon.
She bore him Nadab and Abihu, Eleazar

and Ithamar.

24 Thesons of Korah:

Assir, Elkanah, and Abiasaph.
These are the clans of the Korahites.

25 Aaron’s son Eleazar married
one of the daughters of Putiel,
and she bore him Phinehas.

These are the heads of the Levite families
by their clans.

26|t was this Aaron and Moses whom the LoRD told,
"Bring the Israelites out of the land of Egypt according to
theirmilitary divisions.” 2 Moses and Aaron were the ones
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who spoke to Pharaoh king of Egyptin order to bring the
Israelites out of Egypt.

28 Qn the day the LORD spoke to Moses in the land of
Egypt, 22 he said to him, “l am the Lorb; tell Pharaoh king
of Egypt everything | am telling you.”

30 But Moses replied in the LORD's presence, “Since |
am such a poor speaker, how will Pharaoh listen to me?”

The Lorp answered Moses, “See, | have made you like

God to Pharaoh, and Aaron your brother will be your
prophet. 2You must say whatever | command you; then
Aaron your brother must declare it to Pharaoh so that he
will let the Israelites go from his land. 3 But | will harden
Pharaoh’s heartand multiply my signs and wondersin the
land of Egypt.4 Pharaoh will notlisten to you, but | will put
my hand into Egypt and bring the military divisions of my
people the Israelites out of theland of Egypt by great acts
ofjudgment.5The Egyptians willknow that | am the LorD
when | stretch out my hand against Egypt and bring out
the Israelites from among them.”

650 Moses and Aaron did this; they did just as the LorD
commanded them.? Moses was eighty years old and Aar-
on eighty-three when they spoke to Pharaoh.

8The LorD said to Moses and Aaron, ® “When Pharaoh
tellsyou, 'Perform amiracle, tell Aaron, ‘Take your staff and
throw itdown before Pharaoh. [twillbecome aserpent.’”
1050 Moses and Aaron wentin to Pharaoh and did just as
the LorD had commanded. Aaron threw down his staff
before Pharaoh and his officials, and itbecame aserpent.
" Butthen Pharaoh called the wise men and sorcerers —
the magicians of Egypt, and they also did the same thing
by their occult practices. 2 Each one threw down his staff,
anditbecame aserpent.But Aaron’s staff swallowed their
staffs. 13 However, Pharaoh’s heart was hard, and he did
notlisten to them, as the LORD had said.

14Then the LORD said to Moses, “Pharaoh’s heart is
hard: He refuses to let the people go. > Go to Pharaoh in
the morning.When you see him walking out to the water,
stand ready to meet him by the bank of the Nile. Take in
your hand the staffthatturnedinto a snake. 6 Tellhim:The
Lorp, the God of the Hebrews, has sent me to tellyou: Let
my people go, so that they may worship me in the wilder-
ness, but so far you have not listened. 7 This is what the
LoRD says: Here is how you will know that | am the LoRD.
Watch. | am about to strike the water in the Nile with the
staffin my hand, and it will turn to blood. 8 The fish in the
Nile will die, the river will stink, and the Egyptians will be
unable to drink water from it.”

19S50 the Lorp said to Moses, “Tell Aaron:Take your staff
andstretch outyour hand over the waters of Egypt— over
theirrivers, canals, ponds, and all their water reservoirs —
and they willbecome blood.There will be blood throughout
theland of Egypt, evenin wooden and stone containers.”

20 Moses and Aaron did justas the LorD had command-
ed; in the sight of Pharaoh and his officials, he raised the
staff and struck the water in the Nile, and all the water in
the Nile was turnedtoblood.2'The fishin the Nile died, and
theriver smelled so bad the Egyptians could notdrink wa-
ter fromit.There was blood throughout the land of Egypt.

22Butthe magicians of Egyptdid the same thing by their
occultpractices. So Pharaoh’s heartwas hard, and he would
notlisten tothem, as the LorD had said.23 Pharaoh turned
around, went into his palace, and didn't take even this to
heart. 24 All the Egyptians dug around the Nile for water
to drink because they could not drink the water from the
river. 25 Seven days passed after the Lorp struck the Nile.
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Then the LoRrD said to Moses, “Go in to Pharaoh and

tell him:This is what the LoRD says: Let my people go,
sothatthey mayworship me.2Butifyourefusetoletthem
go, then I willplague allyour territory with frogs.3The Nile
will swarm with frogs; they will come up and go into your
palace, intoyourbedroomand onyour bed, into the hous-
es of your officials and your people, and into your ovens
andkneading bowls.4The frogs will come up onyou, your
people, and all your officials.”

5The LoRrD then said to Moses, “Tell Aaron: Stretch out
your hand with your staff over therivers, canals, and ponds,
and cause the frogs to come up onto the land of Egypt.”
6\When Aaron stretched out his hand over the waters of
Egypt, the frogs came up and covered the land of Egypt.
7Butthe magicians did the same thing by their occult prac-
tices and brought frogs up onto the land of Egypt.

8 Pharaoh summoned Moses and Aaron and said, "Ap-
pealto the LorD to remove the frogs from me and my peo-
ple.Then | will let the people go and they can sacrifice to
the Lorp.”

9 Moses said to Pharaoh, “You may have the honor of
choosing.When should | appeal on behalf of you, your of-
ficials, and your people, that the frogs be taken away from
you and your houses, and remain only in the Nile? "

10”Tomorrow,"” he answered.

Moses replied, "As you have said, so thatyou may know
there is no one like the LorD our God, " the frogs will go
away fromyou, your houses, your officials, and your people.
The frogs will remain only in the Nile.” 12 After Moses and
Aaronwentout from Pharaoh, Moses cried outto the LORD
for help concerning the frogs thathe had broughtagainst
Pharaoh.3The LorD did as Moses had said: the frogsin the
houses, courtyards, and fields died. 14They piled them in
countless heaps, and there was a terrible odorin theland.
5 Butwhen Pharaoh saw there was relief, he hardened his
heartand would notlisten to them, as the LorD had said.

6Then the LorD said to Moses, “Tell Aaron: Stretch out
yourstaffand strike the dustof theland, and it willbecome
gnats throughout the land of Egypt.” 7 And they did this.
Aaron stretched out his hand with his staff, and when he
struck the dust of the land, gnats were on people and an-
imals. All the dust of the land became gnats throughout
theland of Egypt. 8 The magicians tried to produce gnats
using their occult practices, but they could not. The gnats
remained on people and animals.

19"Thisis the finger of God," the magicians said to Pha-
raoh. But Pharaoh’s heart was hard, and he would notlis-
ten to them, as the LORD had said.

20The Lorb said to Moses, " Get up early in the morning
and presentyourself to Pharaoh when you see him going
out to the water. Tell him: This is what the LORD says: Let
my people go, so that they may worship me. 21 But if you
will not let my people go, then | will send swarms of flies
against you, your officials, your people, and your houses.
The Egyptians’ houses will swarm with flies, and so will the
land where they live. 22 But on that day | will give special
treatmentto theland of Goshen, where my people areliv-
ing; noflies will be there.This way you willknow that|, the
Lorp, amintheland.2 | willmake adistinction between my
people and your people.This sign will take place tomorrow.”

24 And the LoRD did this. Thick swarms of flies went
into Pharaoh’s palace and his officials’ houses. Through-
out Egypt the land was ruined because of the swarms of
flies. 25Then Pharaoh summoned Moses and Aaron and
said, "Go sacrifice to your God within the country.”
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26 But Moses said, “Itwould notbe right to do that, be-
cause whatwe will sacrifice to the Lorb our God is detest-
able to the Egyptians. If we sacrifice what the Egyptians
detest in front of them, won't they stone us? 27We must
go adistance of three days into the wilderness and sacri-
fice to the LorD our God as he instructs us.”

28 Pharaoh responded, "l willletyou go and sacrifice to
the LorD your God in the wilderness, butdon’tgo very far.
Make an appeal for me.”

29"As soon as | leave you,” Moses said, "l will appeal
to the Lorp, and tomorrow the swarms of flies will depart
from Pharaoh, his officials, and his people. But Pharaoh
must not act deceptively again by refusing to let the peo-
ple go and sacrifice to the Lorp."” 30 Then Moses left Pha-
raoh’s presence and appealed to the LorRD. 31The LorD did
as Moses had said: He removed the swarms of flies from
Pharaonh, his officials, and his people; not one was left.
32But Pharaoh hardened his heart this time also and did
notlet the people go.

Then the LorD said to Moses, “Go in to Pharaoh and

say to him:This is what the Lorp, the God of the He-
brews, says: Let my people go, so that they may worship
me. 2But if you refuse to let them go and keep holding
them, 3 then the LoRD's hand will bring a severe plague
againstyourlivestock in the field— the horses, donkeys,
camels, herds, and flocks. 4 But the Lorp will make a dis-
tinction between thelivestock of Israel and the livestock
of Egypt, so that nothing of all that the Israelites own will
die."5 And the Lorp setatime, saying, “Tomorrow the LORD
will do this thing in theland.” ¢ The LORD did this the next
day. Allthe Egyptianlivestock died, but none among the
Israelite livestock died.? Pharaoh sent messengers who
saw that not a single one of the Israelite livestock was
dead. But Pharaoh's heart was hard, and he did not let
the people go.

8Then the LorD said to Moses and Aaron, “Take hand-
fuls of furnace soot, and Moses is to throw it toward heav-
enin the sight of Pharaoh. ® It will become fine dust over
the entire land of Egypt. It will become festering boils on
people and animals throughout the land of Egypt.” 1 So
they took furnace soot and stood before Pharaoh. Moses
threw it toward heaven, and it became festering boils on
people and animals. " The magicians could not stand be-
fore Moses because of the boils, for the boils were on the
magicians as well as on all the Egyptians. 2 But the LorD
hardened Pharaoh’s heart and he did not listen to them,
as the LorD had told Moses.

13Then the LORD said to Moses, “Get up early in the
morning and present yourself to Pharaoh. Tell him: This is
what the LoRD, the God of the Hebrews says: Let my peo-
ple go, so that they may worship me. 14 For this time | am
aboutto send allmy plagues againstyou, your officials, and
your people.Thenyou willknow there is no onelike me on
the whole earth. 5 By now | could have stretched out my
hand and struck you and your people with a plague, and
you would have been obliterated from the earth. 6 How-
ever, | have let you live for this purpose: to show you my
power and to make my name known on the whole earth.
7You are still acting arrogantly against my people by not
letting them go. 8Tomorrow at this time | will rain down
the worst hail that has ever occurred in Egypt from the
day it was founded until now. ¥ Therefore give orders to
bring your livestock and all that you have in the field into
shelters. Every person and animal that is in the field and
not brought inside will die when the hail falls on them.”
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20Those among Pharaoh’s officials who feared the word
of the LORD made their servants andlivestock flee to shel-
ters, 2 but those who didn't take to heart the Lorp's word
left their servants and livestock in the field.

22Then the Lorp said to Moses, “Stretch out your hand
toward heaven and let there be hail throughout the land
of Egypt— on people and animals and every plant of the
field in the land of Egypt.” 23 So Moses stretched out his
staff toward heaven, and the LoRD sent thunder and hail.
Lightning struck theland, and the LoRD rained hail on the
land of Egypt. 24The hail, with lightning flashing through
it, was so severe that nothing like it had occurred in the
land of Egypt since it had become a nation. 25Through-
out the land of Egypt, the hail struck down everything in
thefield, both people and animals.The hail beat down ev-
ery plant of the field and shattered every tree in the field.
26The only place it didn’t hail was in the land of Goshen,
where the Israelites were.

27Pharaoh sent for Moses and Aaron. I have sinned
thistime,” he said to them."The LoRD is the righteous one,
andland my people are the guilty ones.28 Make an appeal
to the Lorp. There has been enough of God's thunder and
hail.  will let you go; you don't need to stay any longer.”

29 Moses said to him, “When | have left the city, | will
spread out my hands to the Lorp. The thunder will cease,
and there will be no more hail, so that you may know the
earth belongs to the Lorp. 30 But as for you and your offi-
cials, | know that you still do not fear the Lorp God.”

31The flax and the barley were destroyed because the
barley was ripe and the flax was budding, 32 but the wheat
and the speltwere not destroyed since they are later crops.

33 Moses left Pharaoh and the city, and spread out his
hands to the LorD. Then the thunder and hail ceased, and
rainnolongerpoured down on theland.34When Pharaoh
saw thattherain, hail, and thunder had ceased, he sinned
againandhardened his heart, he and his officials. 35 So Pha-
raoh’s heartwas hard, and he did notlet the Israelites go,
as the LORD had said through Moses.
1 Then the LorD said to Moses, “Go to Pharaoh, for |

have hardened his heart and the hearts of his offi-

cials sothat| may do these miraculous signs of mine among
them, 2and so that you may tell your son and grandson
how severely | dealt with the Egyptians and performed
miraculous signs among them, and you will know that |
amthe Lorp.”

3SoMosesand Aaronwentinto Pharaohand told him,
"Thisis what the LoRD, the God of the Hebrews, says: How
long willyou refuse to humble yourself before me? Let my
people go, thatthey may worship me.4Butifyourefuse to
let my people go, then tomorrow | will bring locusts into
your territory. 3They will cover the surface of the land so
that no one will be able to see the land. They will eat the
remainder left to you that escaped the hail; they will eat
every tree you have growing in the fields. 6 They will fill
your houses, all your officials’ houses, and the houses of
all the Egyptians — something your fathers and grand-
fathers never saw since the time they occupied the land
until today.” Then he turned and left Pharaoh's presence.

7Pharaoh’s officials asked him, “"Howlong must this man
be a snare to us? Let the men go, so that they may wor-
ship the LorD their God. Don't you realize yet that Egypt
is devastated?”

850 Moses and Aaron were brought back to Pharaoh.
"Go, worship the Lorp your God,” Pharaoh said. “But ex-
actly who will be going? "
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9 Moses replied, “We will go with our young and with
our old; we will go with our sons and with our daughters,
with our flocks and with our herds because we must hold
the Lorp’s festival.”

10 He said to them, “The Lord would have to be with
you if | would ever let you and your families go! Look out
—you're heading for trouble.™ No, go — just able-bodied
men—worship the LORD, since that's whatyouwant.” And
they were driven from Pharaoh's presence.

12The LoRD then said to Moses, “Stretch out your hand
over the land of Egypt, and the locusts will come up over
itand eat every plant in the land, everything that the hail
left.” 13 So Moses stretched out his staff over the land of
Egypt, and the LoRrD sent an east wind over the land all
thatday and through the night. By morning the eastwind
had broughtin thelocusts. ¥ Thelocusts wentup over the
entire land of Egypt and settled on the whole territory of
Egypt. Never before had there been such alarge number
of locusts, and there never will be again. 5 They covered
the surface of the whole land so that the land was black,
and they consumed all the plants on the ground and all
the fruit on the trees that the hail had left. Nothing green
was left on the trees or the plants in the field throughout
theland of Egypt.

16 Pharaoh urgently sent for Moses and Aaron and said,
“Ihave sinned against the Lorb your God and againstyou.
7 Please forgive my sin once more and make an appeal to
the Lorp your God, so thathe will just take this death away
from me.” 8 Moses left Pharaoh's presence and appealed
tothe LorD.Then the LORD changed the wind to astrong
westwind, andit carried off thelocusts and blew them into
the Red Sea. Notasinglelocust was leftin all the territory
of Egypt. 20 But the LorD hardened Pharaoh’s heart, and
he did notlet the Israelites go.

21Then the LoRD said to Moses, “Stretch out your hand
toward heaven, and there will be darkness over theland of
Egypt, a darkness that can be felt.” 22 So Moses stretched
out his hand toward heaven, and there was thick dark-
ness throughout the land of Egypt for three days. 22 One
person could not see another, and for three days they did
not move from where they were. Yet all the Israelites had
light where theylived.

24 Pharaoh summoned Moses and said, “Go, worship
the Lorb. Even your families may go with you; only your
flocks and herds must stay behind.”

25 Moses responded, “You must also let us have sacri-
fices and burnt offerings to prepare for the Lorb our God.
26 Even ourlivestock mustgo with us; nota hoof will be left
behind because we will take some of them to worship the
LorD our God.We will not know what we will use to wor-
ship the LORD until we get there.”

27 But the LorRD hardened Pharaoh’s heart, and he was
unwilling to let them go. 28 Pharaoh said to him, “Leave
me! Make sure you never see my face again, for on the
day you see my face, you will die.”

29"As you have said,” Moses replied, “| will never see
your face again.”

1 The Lorp said to Moses, | will bring one more plague

onPharaohandon Egypt. Afterthat, he willletyougo
fromhere.When helets you go, he will drive you out of here.
2Now announce to the people thatboth menand women
should ask their neighbors for silver and gold items.” 3The
LoRD gave the people favor with the Egyptians. In addi-
tion, Moses himself was very highly regarded in the land
of Egypt by Pharaoh’s officials and the people.
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THE TENTH PLAGUE: DEATH OF THE FIRSTBORN

450 Moses said, “Thisis what the LorD says: About mid-
nightlwillgo throughout Egypt, 5 and every firstoorn male
intheland of Egypt will die, from the firstborn of Pharaoh
who sits on his throne to the firstborn of the servant girl
whois atthe grindstones, as well as every firstborn of the
livestock.6Then there willbe agreat cry of anguish through
all the land of Egypt such as never was before or ever will
beagain.” Butagainstall the Israelites, whether people or
animals, not even a dog will snarl, so that you may know
that the LORD makes a distinction between Egyptand Is-
rael.8 Allthese officials of yours will come down to me and
bow before me, saying: Getout, you and all the people who
followyou. After that, | willgetout.” And he went out from
Pharaoh's presence fiercely angry.

9The LoRrD said to Moses, “Pharaoh will not listen to
you, so that my wonders may be multiplied in the land of
Egypt.” 1© Moses and Aaron did all these wonders before
Pharaoh, but the LorD hardened Pharaoh’s heart, and he
would notlet the Israelites go out of hisland.

1 The Lorp said to Moses and Aaron in the land

of Egypt: 2"This month is to be the beginning of
months foryou; itis the first month of your year.3Tell the
whole community of Israel that on the tenth day of this
month they must each select an animal of the flock ac-
cording to their fathers’ families, one animal per family.
4]fthe household is too small forawhole animal, that per-
son and the neighbor nearest his house are to select one
based on the combined number of people; you should ap-
portion the animal according to what each will eat.  You
must have an unblemished animal, a year-old male; you
may take it from either the sheep or the goats. 6 You are
tokeepituntil the fourteenth day of this month; then the
whole assembly of the community of Israel will slaughter
the animals at twilight.? They must take some of the blood
and putiton the two doorposts and thelintel of the hous-
es where they eat them. 8They are to eat the meat that
night; they should eat it, roasted over the fire along with
unleavened bread and bitter herbs.® Do not eat any of it
raw or cooked in boiling water, but only roasted over fire
—itsheadas wellasitslegs andinnerorgans.'®You must
not leave any of it until morning; any part of it left until
morning you must burn. 1 Here is how you must eat it:
Youmustbe dressed for travel, your sandals on your feet,
and your staff in your hand. You are to eatitin a hurry; it
is the LORD's Passover.

12"] will pass through the land of Egypt on that night
and strike every firstborn male in the land of Egypt, both
people andanimals.|amthe Lorb; | will execute judgments
against all the gods of Egypt. 13The blood on the houses
whereyou are staying will be adistinguishing mark foryou;
when | seetheblood, | will pass overyou. No plague will be
among you to destroy you when | strike theland of Egypt.

14"This day is to be a memorial for you, and you must
celebrate it as a festival to the LorD. You are to celebrate
it throughout your generations as a permanent statute.
15You must eat unleavened bread for seven days. On the
first day you must remove yeast from your houses. Who-
ever eats whatis leavened from the first day through the
seventh day must be cut off from Israel. 1 You are to hold
asacred assembly on the first day and another sacred as-
sembly on the seventh day.Nowork may be done on those
days except for preparing whatpeople need to eat—you
may do only that.

7"You are to observe the Festival of Unleavened
Bread because on this very day | brought your military
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divisions out of the land of Egypt. You must observe this
day throughout your generations as a permanent stat-
ute.'You are to eatunleavened breadin the firstmonth,
fromthe evening of the fourteenth day of the month until
the evening of the twenty-first day. ' Yeast must not be
foundinyourhouses for seven days. If anyone eats some-
thing leavened, that person, whether a resident alien or
native of the land, must be cut off from the community
ofIsrael.22 Do noteatanythingleavened; eat unleavened
bread in all your homes.”

21Then Moses summoned all the elders of Israel and said
tothem,"Go, selectan animal from the flock according to
your families, and slaughter the Passover animal. 22 Take
a cluster of hyssop, dip itin the blood that is in the basin,
and brush the lintel and the two doorposts with some of
theblood inthebasin.None of you may go out the door of
his house untilmorning.23When the LORD passes through
tostrike Egyptand sees the blood on thelinteland the two
doorposts, he will pass over the door and not let the de-
stroyer enter your houses to strike you.

24"Keep thiscommand permanently as a statute foryou
andyourdescendants.25Whenyou enter theland that the
Lorp will give you as he promised, you are to observe this
ceremony.26\Whenyour children ask you, 'What does this
ceremony meantoyou? '27you are toreply, Itis the Pass-
oversacrifice tothe Lorp, for he passed over the houses of
the Israelites in Egypt when he struck the Egyptians and
spared ourhomes.” " So the people kneltiow and worshiped.
28Then the Israelites went and did this; they did justas the
LorD had commanded Moses and Aaron.

29 Now atmidnightthe LoRrD struck every firstborn male
intheland of Egypt, from the firstborn of Pharaoh who sat
on his throne to the firstborn of the prisoner who was in
thedungeon, and every firstborn of thelivestock.3° During
the nightPharaoh gotup, he along with all his officials and
all the Egyptians, and there was a loud wailing through-
outEgyptbecause there wasn'ta house withoutsomeone
dead.3"He summoned Moses and Aaron during the night
and said, " Get out immediately from among my people,
both you and the Israelites, and go, worship the LORD as
you have said. 32Take even your flocks and your herds as
you asked and leave, and also bless me.”

33 Now the Egyptians pressured the people in order to
send them quickly out of the country, for they said, “We're
allgoingtodie! "34 Sothe people took theirdough before
itwasleavened, with theirkneading bowls wrapped upin
their clothes on their shoulders.

35The Israelites acted on Moses's word and asked the
Egyptians for silver and gold items and for clothing. 36 And
the LORD gave the people such favor with the Egyptians
thatthey gave them what they requested. In this way they
plundered the Egyptians.

37The Israelites traveled from Rameses to Succoth,
about six hundred thousand able-bodied men on foot,
besides their families. 38 A mixed crowd also went up with
them, along with a huge number of livestock, both flocks
and herds.32The people baked the dough they had brought
outof Egyptinto unleavenedloaves, sinceithad noyeast;
for when they were driven out of Egypt, they could not
delay and had not prepared provisions for themselves.

40The time that the Israelites lived in Egypt was 430
years. 41 At the end of 430 years, on that same day, all the
Lorb’s military divisions went out from the land of Egypt.
42 |t was a night of vigil in honor of the LORD, because he
would bring them out of theland of Egypt.This same night
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is in honor of the LORD, a night vigil for all the Israelites
throughout their generations.

43The Lorp said to Moses and Aaron, “This is the statute
of the Passover: no foreigner may eat it. 44 But any slave
aman has purchased may eat it, after you have circum-
cised him. 45 A temporary resident or hired worker may
not eat the Passover. 46 It is to be eaten in one house. You
may not take any of the meat outside the house, and you
may not break any of its bones. 47 The whole community
of Israelmust celebrateit.48 [fan alien resides among you
andwants to observe the LORD's Passover, every malein his
household must be circumcised, and then he may partic-
ipate; he will become like a native of the land. But no un-
circumcised person may eat it. 4 The same law will apply
to both the native and the alien who resides among you.”

50Thenallthe Israelites did this; they did justas the LORD
had commanded Moses and Aaron. 510n that same day
the LORD brought the Israelites out of the land of Egypt
according to their military divisions.
1 The Lorp spoke to Moses:2"Consecrate every first-

born male to me, the firstborn from every womb

among the Israelites, both man and domestic animal; it
ismine.”

3Then Moses said to the people, “Remember this day
when you came out of Egypt, out of the place of slavery,
for the LORD brought you out of here by the strength of
his hand. Nothing leavened may be eaten.4Today, in the
month of Abib, you are going out.5When the LORD brings
youintotheland of the Canaanites, Hethites, Amorites, Hi-
vites,and Jebusites, which he swore toyour fathers thathe
would give you, aland flowing with milk and honey, you
mustcarry outthis ceremony in this month. & For seven days
you must eat unleavened bread, and on the seventh day
there s to be a festival to the Lorp.? Unleavened bread is
to be eaten for those seven days. Nothing leavened may
be found among you, and no yeast may be found among
you in all your territory. 8 On that day explain to your son,
‘This is because of what the Lorp did for me when | came
outof Egypt.'? Let it serve as a sign for you on your hand
and as areminder onyour forehead, so that the LorRD's in-
struction may be in your mouth; for the LORD broughtyou
outof Egypt with a strong hand. 0 Keep this statute atits
appointed time from year to year.

1"When the LoRD brings you into the land of the Ca-
naanites, as he swore to you and your fathers, and gives
itto you, 12you are to present to the LORD every firstborn
male of the womb. All firstborn offspring of the livestock
you own that are males will be the LorD's. 13 You must re-
deem every firstborn of a donkey with a flock animal, but
ifyoudonotredeemit, break its neck. However, you must
redeem every firstborn among your sons.

14"Inthe future, whenyour son asks you, Whatdoes this
mean?’ say to him, ‘By the strength of his hand the LorD
broughtus outof Egypt, outof the place of slavery.>When
Pharaoh stubbornly refused toletus go, the Lorp killed ev-
eryfirstborn malein theland of Egypt, both the firstborn of
humans and the firstborn oflivestock.Thatis why | sacrifice
to the Lorb all the firstborn of the womb that are males,
but | redeem all the firstborn of my sons.’ 16 So let it be a
sign onyour hand and a symbol on your forehead, for the
Lorb brought us out of Egypt by the strength of hishand.”

17\When Pharaoh let the people go, God did not lead
them along the road to the land of the Philistines, even
thoughitwas nearby; for God said, “The people will change
their minds and return to Egypt if they face war.” 18 So he
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led the people around toward the Red Sea along the road
of the wilderness. And the Israelites left the land of Egypt
in battle formation.

19 Moses took the bones of Joseph with him, because
Joseph had made the Israelites swear a solemn oath, say-
ing, "God will certainly come to your aid; then you must
take my bones with you from this place.”

20They set out from Succoth and camped at Etham
on the edge of the wilderness. 21The LorD went ahead of
them in a pillar of cloud to lead them on their way during
theday andin apillar of fire to give themlight at night, so
that they could travel day or night. 22The pillar of cloud
by day and the pillar of fire by night never left its place in
front of the people.

1 Then the Lorp spoke to Moses: 2 “Tell the Israelites
to turn back and camp in front of Pi-hahiroth, be-
tween Migdol and the sea; you must camp in front of Ba-
al-zephon, facing it by the sea. 3 Pharaoh will say of the
Israelites: They are wandering around theland in confusion;
the wilderness hasboxed themin.4| willharden Pharaoh’s
heartso that he will pursue them.Then | will receive glory
by means of Pharaoh and all his army, and the Egyptians
willknow that | am the Lorp.” So the Israelites did this.
5When the king of Egypt was told that the people had
fled, Pharaoh and his officials changed their minds about
the people and said: “What have we done? We have re-
leased Israel from serving us.” € So he got his chariot ready
and took his troops with him;? he took six hundred of the
bestchariots and all the rest of the chariots of Egypt, with
officersineachone.8The LorD hardened the heart of Pha-
raohking of Egypt, and he pursued the Israelites, who were
goingout defiantly.9The Egyptians—all Pharaoh’s horses
and chariots, his horsemen, and his army — chased after
them and caughtup with them as they camped by the sea
beside Pi-hahiroth, in front of Baal-zephon.

10 As Pharaoh approached, the Israeliteslooked up and
there were the Egyptians coming afterthem!The Israelites
wereterrified and cried out to the Lorp for help. " They said
to Moses: “Is it because there are no graves in Egypt that
you have taken us away to die in the wilderness? What
have you done to us by bringing us out of Egypt? 12Isn't
this what we told you in Egypt: Leave us alone so that we
may serve the Egyptians? It would have been better for
us to serve the Egyptians than to die in the wilderness.”

13 But Moses said to the people, “Don'tbe afraid. Stand
firm and see the LORD's salvation that he will accomplish
for you today; for the Egyptians you see today, you will
never see again. The Lorb will fight for you, and you
must be quiet.”

15The LoRD said to Moses, “Why are you crying out to
me? Tell the Israelites to break camp. 16 As for you, lift up
your staff, stretch outyour hand over the sea, and divide it
sothattheIsraelites can go through the seaon dry ground.
17 As for me, | am going to harden the hearts of the Egyp-
tians so that they will go in after them, and | will receive
glory by means of Pharaoh, all his army, and his chariots
and horsemen. 18The Egyptians will know that | am the
LorD when | receive glory through Pharaoh, his chariots,
and his horsemen.”

19Then the angel of God, who was going in front of the
Israelite forces, moved and went behind them. The pillar
of cloud moved from in front of them and stood behind
them. 20|t came between the Egyptian and Israelite forc-
es. There was cloud and darkness, itlit up the night, and
neither group came near the other all nightlong.

02_CSB_OutreachBible_Aug17.indd 8

ESCAPE THROUGH THE RED SEA

21Then Moses stretched out his hand over the sea.The
Lorp drove the seaback with apowerful east wind all that
nightandturnedthe seaintodryland.Sothe waters were
divided, 22and the Israelites went through the seaondry
ground, with the waters like a wall to them on their right
and their left.
23The Egyptians setoutin pursuit— all Pharaoh’s hors-
es, his chariots, and his horsemen—and wentinto the sea
afterthem. 24 During the morning watch, the Lorp looked
down atthe Egyptian forces from the pillar of fire and cloud,
andthrew the Egyptian forcesinto confusion.2s He caused
their chariot wheels to swerve and made them drive with
difficulty.”Let's getaway from Israel,” the Egyptians said,
"because the Lorb is fighting for them against Egypt! "
26Then the LorD said to Moses, “Stretch out your
hand over the sea so that the water may come back on
the Egyptians, ontheir chariots and horsemen.”2? So Mo-
ses stretched out his hand over the sea, and at daybreak
the seareturned to its normal depth.While the Egyptians
weretrying to escape fromit, the LorD threw theminto the
sea.28The water came back and covered the chariots and
horsemen, plus the entire army of Pharaoh that had gone
after them into the sea. Not even one of them survived.
29 Butthe Israelites had walked through the seaon dry
ground, with the waters like a wall to them on their right
and their left. 30That day the LoRD saved Israel from the
power of the Egyptians, and Israel saw the Egyptians dead
on the seashore. 31When Israel saw the great power that
the LORD used against the Egyptians, the people feared
the LoRD and believed in him and in his servant Moses.
1 Then Moses and the Israelites sang this song to the
Lorp.They said:
| will sing to the LoRD,
for heis highly exalted;
he has thrown the horse
andits rider into the sea.
2 TheLorp is my strength and my song;
he has become my salvation.
This is my God, and | will praise him,
my father's God, and | will exalt him.
3 TheLoroisawarrior;
the LORD is his name.
4 Hethrew Pharaoh’s chariots
and his army into the sea;
the elite of his officers
were drowned in the Red Sea.
5 Thefloods covered them;
they sank to the depths like a stone.
6 LoRp, yourrighthand is glorious in power.
Lorb, your right hand shattered the enemy.
7 Youoverthrew your adversaries
by your great majesty.
You unleashed your burning wrath;
itconsumed them like stubble.
8 The water heaped up at the blast
from your nostrils;
the currents stood firm like a dam.
The watery depths congealed in the heart
of the sea.
9  Theenemysaid:
"l will pursue, | will overtake,
| will divide the spoil.
My desire will be gratified at their expense.
| will draw my sword;
my hand will destroy them."”
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10 Butyou blew with your breath,
and the sea covered them.
They sank like lead
in the mighty waters.
1 Lorp, who s like you among the gods?
Who is like you, glorious in holiness,
revered with praises, performing wonders?
12 Youstretched outyour righthand,
and the earth swallowed them.
3 With your faithful love,
you willlead the people
you have redeemed;
you will guide them to your holy dwelling
with your strength.
14 When the peoples hear, they will shudder;
anguish will seize the inhabitants of Philistia.
5 Then the chiefs of Edom will be terrified;
trembling will seize the leaders of Moab;
all the inhabitants of Canaan will panic;
16 terror and dread will fall on them.
They will be as still as a stone
because of your powerful arm
until your people pass by, Lorp,
until the people whom you purchased pass by.
17 You will bring them in and plant them
on the mountain of your possession;
Lorp, you have prepared the place
foryour dwelling;
Lord, your hands have established the sanctuary.
8 The Lorp will reign forever and ever!

19\When Pharaoh’s horses with his chariots and horse-
men wentinto the sea, the LorD brought the water of the
seaback overthem.ButtheIsraelites walked through the
seaondryground.2°Then the prophetess Miriam, Aaron’s
sister, took a tambourine in her hand, and all the women
came out following her with tambourines and dancing.
21 Miriam sang to them:

Sing to the LorD,

for he is highly exalted;
he has thrown the horse
and its rider into the sea.

22Then Moses led Israel on from the Red Sea, and they
wentouttotheWilderness of Shur.Theyjourneyed for three
daysinthe wilderness without finding water.23They came
to Marah, but they could not drink the water at Marah
because it was bitter—thatis why it was named Marah.
24The people grumbled to Moses, “What are we going to
drink? "25So he cried out to the LorD, and the Lorb showed
him a tree.When he threw itinto the water, the water be-
came drinkable.

The LorD made astatute and ordinance for them atMa-
rah, and he tested them there. 26 He said, “If you will care-
fully obey the LorD your God, do what s right in his sight,
pay attention to his commands, and keep all his statutes,
I will notinflict any ilinesses on you that | inflicted on the
Egyptians. For | am the Lorb who heals you.”

21Then they came to Elim, where there were twelve
springs and seventy date palms, and they camped there
by the water.

1 The entire Israelite community departed from Elim

and came to theWilderness of Sin, which is between
Elim and Sinai, on the fifteenth day of the second month
after they had left the land of Egypt. 2The entire Israelite
community grumbled against Moses and Aaron in the
wilderness. 3The Israelites said to them, “If only we had
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died by the LorD's hand in the land of Egypt, when we sat
by pots of meat and ate all the bread we wanted. Instead,
you brought us into this wilderness to make this whole
assembly die of hunger! "

4Then the LORD said to Moses, "l am going to rain bread
from heaven foryou.The people are to go outeach day and
gatherenough for thatday.This way | will test them to see
whether or not they will follow my instructions. 5 On the
sixth day, when they prepare what they bring in, it will be
twice as much as they gather on other days.”

6S0 Moses and Aaron said to all the Israelites: “This
evening you will know that it was the LoRD who brought
you out of theland of Egypt, 7 and in the morning you will
seethe LORD's glory because he has heard your complaints
about him. For who are we thatyou complain about us? "
8 Moses continued, “The LorD will give you meat to eat
this evening and all the bread you want in the morning, for
he has heard the complaints that you are raising against
him.Who are we? Your complaints are not against us but
against the Lorp."”

9Then Moses told Aaron, “Say to the entire Israelite
community,"Come before the Lorb, for he has heard your
complaints.’ "10 As Aaron was speaking to the entire Isra-
elite community, they turned toward the wilderness, and
thereinacloud the LORD's glory appeared.

"The LoRD spoke to Moses, 2”| have heard the com-
plaints of the Israelites. Tell them: At twilight you will eat
meat, and in the morning you will eat bread until you are
full. Then you will know that | am the Lorp your God.”

13S0 at evening quail came and covered the camp. In
the morning there was alayer of dew allaround the camp.
4When thelayer of dew evaporated, there were fine flakes
onthedesertsurface, asfine as froston the ground.*When
theIsraelites saw it, they asked one another,"Whatis it? ”
because they didn't know what it was.

Moses told them, “Itis the bread the Lorp has givenyou
toeat.6Thisiswhatthe LorD has commanded:'Gather as
much of it as each person needs to eat. You may take two
quarts per individual, according to the number of people
each of you hasin his tent."”

1750 the Israelites did this. Some gathered alot, somea
little. 18When they measured it by quarts, the person who
gathered alot had no surplus, and the person who gath-
ered alittle had noshortage. Each gathered as much ashe
needed to eat.1® Moses said to them, “No oneis toletany
of itremain untilmorning.” 20 But they didn'tlisten to Mo-
ses; some people left part of it until morning, and it bred
worms and stank.Therefore Moses was angry with them.

21They gathered it every morning. Each gathered as
much as he needed to eat, but when the sun grew hot, it
melted. 22 0n the sixth day they gathered twice as much
food, four quarts apiece, and all theleaders of the commu-
nity came and reported this to Moses. 23 He told them, “This
iswhatthe LorD has said: Tomorrow is a day of complete
rest, a holy Sabbath to the LorD. Bake what you want to
bake, and boil what you want to boil, and set aside every-
thing left over to be kept untilmorning."”

2450 they set it aside until morning as Moses com-
manded, and it didn't stink or have maggots in it. 25"Eat
ittoday,” Moses said, “because today is a Sabbath to the
Lorp. Today you won't find any in the field. 26 For six days
you will gather it, but on the seventh day, the Sabbath,
there will be none.”

27Yet on the seventh day some of the people went out
to gather, but they did not find any. 28 Then the LORD said
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to Moses, “"Howlong willyou refuse to keep my commands
and instructions? 22 Understand that the LORD has given
you the Sabbath; therefore on the sixth day he will give you
twodays' worth of bread. Each of you stay whereyou are;
no one is to leave his place on the seventh day.” 30 So the
people rested on the seventh day.

31The house of Israel named the substance manna.
It resembled coriander seed, was white, and tasted like
wafers made with honey. 32 Moses said, “This is what the
LorD has commanded: ' Two quarts of itare to be preserved
throughout your generations, so that they may see the
bread | fed you in the wilderness when | brought you out
oftheland of Egypt."”

33 Moses told Aaron, “Take a container and put two
quarts of manna in it. Then place it before the Lorp to be
preserved throughout your generations.” 34 As the LORD
commanded Moses, Aaron placed it before the testimo-
ny to be preserved.

35The Israelites ate manna for forty years, until they
came to an inhabited land. They ate manna until they
reached the border of the land of Canaan. 36 (They used a
measure called an omer, which held two quarts.)

1 7 The entire Israelite community left the Wilderness of

Sin, moving from one place to the nextaccording to
the LorD's command.They camped at Rephidim, but there
was no water for the people to drink.2 So the people com-
plained to Moses, “Give us water to drink.”

“Why are you complaining to me? " Moses replied to
them."Why are you testing the Lorp? *

3Butthe people thirsted there for water and grumbled
against Moses. They said, “Why did you ever bring us up

from Egypt to kill us and our children and our livestock
with thirst?”

4Then Moses cried out to the Lorp, “What should | do
with these people? In alittle while they will stone me! "

5The LorD answered Moses, “Go on ahead of the people
and take some of the elders of Israel with you.Take the staff

you struck the Nile with in your hand and go. €l am going
to stand there in front of you on the rock at Horeb; when
you hit the rock, water will come out of it and the people
willdrink.” Moses did this in the sight of the elders of Isra-
el.7He named the place Massah and Meribah because the
Israelites complained, and because they tested the LoRD,
saying, "“Is the LorRp among us or not? ”

8 At Rephidim, Amalek came and fought against Isra-
el.9 Moses said to Joshua, “Select some men for us and go
fightagainst Amalek.Tomorrow | will stand on the hilltop
with God’s staff in my hand.”

10 Joshua did as Moses had told him, and fought against
Amalek, while Moses, Aaron, and Hur went up to the top
ofthe hill. "While Moses held up his hand, Israel prevailed,
but whenever he put his hand down, Amalek prevailed.
12\When Moses's hands grew heavy, they took a stone
and put it under him, and he sat down on it. Then Aaron
and Hur supported his hands, one on one side and one
on the other so that his hands remained steady until the
sun went down. 3 So Joshua defeated Amalek and his
army with the sword.

14The LoRrD then said to Moses, “Write this down on a
scrollas areminder andreciteitto Joshua: | willcompletely
blot out the memory of Amalek under heaven.”

15 And Moses built an altar and named it, “The LorD Is
My Banner.” %6 He said, “Indeed, my hand is lifted up to-
ward the LorD's throne. The LoRD will be at war with Am-
alek from generation to generation.”

02_CSB_OutreachBible_Aug17.indd 10

38

WATER FROM THE ROCK

1 Moses's father-in-law Jethro, the priest of Midi-

an, heard about everything that God had done for
Moses and for God's people Israel when the LorD brought
Israel out of Egypt.

2Now Jethro, Moses's father-in-law, had taken in Zip-
porah, Moses's wife, after he had sent her back, 3 along
with her two sons, one of whom was named Gershom (be-
cause Moses had said, "l have been a resident alien in a
foreignland”) 4 and the other Eliezer (because he had said,
“The God of my father was my helper and rescued me from
Pharaoh'’s sword”).

5Moses's father-in-law Jethro, along with Moses's wife
and sons, came to him in the wilderness where he was
camped at the mountain of God. ¢ He sent word to Mo-
ses, "I, your father-in-law Jethro, am coming to you with
your wife and her two sons.”

7So Moses wentout to meethis father-in-law, bowed
down, and then kissed him. They asked each other how
they had been and went into the tent. 8 Moses recount-
edto his father-in-law all that the LorD had done to Pha-
raoh and the Egyptians for Israel’s sake, all the hardships
that confronted them on the way, and how the LORD res-
cued them.

9 Jethro rejoiced over all the good things the LorD had
done for Israel when he rescued them from the power of
the Egyptians.10“Blessed be the LorD," Jethro exclaimed,
"who rescued you from the power of Egypt and from the
power of Pharaoh. He has rescued the people from under
the power of Egypt! ""Now | know that the LoRD is great-
erthan all gods, because he did wonders when the Egyp-
tians acted arrogantly against Israel.”

12Then Jethro, Moses's father-in-law, brought a burnt
offering and sacrifices to God, and Aaron came with all
the elders of Israel to eat a meal with Moses's father-in-
law in God's presence.

13The next day Moses sat down to judge the people,
andthey stood around Moses from morning untilevening.
14\When Moses's father-in-law saw everything he was do-
ing for them he asked, “"Whatis this thing you're doing for
the people? Why areyou alonesitting as judge, while all the
people stand around you from morning until evening? "

15 Moses replied to his father-in-law, “Because the peo-
ple come to me toinquire of God.6Whenever they have a
dispute, itcomes to me, and | make a decision between one
man and another. | teach them God's statutes and laws.”

17"Whatyou're doing is notgood,” Moses's father-in-
law said to him. 8" You will certainly wear out both your-
self and these people who are with you, because the task
is too heavy for you. You can't do it alone. 1 Now listen
to me; | will give you some advice, and God be with you.
You be the one to represent the people before God and
bring their cases to him. 20 Instruct them about the stat-
utes and laws, and teach them the way to live and what
they must do. 2 Butyou should select from all the people
able men, God-fearing, trustworthy, and hating dishon-
est profit. Place them over the people as commanders
of thousands, hundreds, fifties, and tens. 22They should
judge the people at all times. Then they can bring you ev-
ery major case butjudge every minor case themselves. In
this way you will lighten your load, and they will bear it
withyou. 23 Ifyou do this,and God so directs you, you will
be able to endure, and also all these people will be able to
go home satisfied.”

24 Moses listened to his father-in-law and did every-
thing he said. 25 So Moses chose able men from all Israel
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and made them leaders over the people as commanders
of thousands, hundreds, fifties, and tens. 26 They judged
the people at all times; they would bring the hard cases to
Moses, butthey would judge every minor case themselves.
27Moses let his father-in-law go, and he journeyed to
his own land.
1 In the third month from the very day the Israelites
left the land of Egypt, they came to the Sinai Wil-
derness.2They traveled from Rephidim, came to the Sinai
Wilderness, and camped in the wilderness. Israel camped
there in front of the mountain.

3Moses went up the mountain to God, and the LorD
called to him from the mountain:“Thisis whatyou must say
to the house of Jacob and explain to the Israelites: 4'You
have seen what | did to the Egyptians and how | carried
you on eagles’ wings and brought you to myself.5 Now if
you will carefully listen to me and keep my covenant, you
willbe my own possession out of all the peoples, although
the whole earth is mine,  and you will be my kingdom of
priests and my holy nation.' These are the words that you
are to say to the Israelites.”

7 After Moses came back, he summoned the elders of the
people and set before them all these words that the LorD
had commanded him.8Then all the people responded to-
gether,"We willdo all that the LORD has spoken.” So Moses
brought the people’s words back to the LoRD.

9The LoRD said to Moses, “| am going to come to you
inadense cloud, so thatthe people willhear when | speak
with you and will always believe you.” Moses reported
the people’s words to the LoRD, 1 and the LorD told Mo-
ses, "Goto the people and consecrate them today and to-
morrow.They must wash their clothes ' and be prepared
by the third day, for on the third day the LORD will come
down on Mount Sinai in the sight of all the people. 12 Put
boundaries for the people all around the mountain and
say: Be careful that you don’t go up on the mountain or
touch its base. Anyone who touches the mountain must
be puttodeath.” Nohand may touch him;instead he will
be stoned or shot with arrows and not live, whether ani-
mal or human.When the ram’s horn sounds a long blast,
they may go up the mountain.”

14Then Moses came down from the mountain to the peo-
pleand consecrated them, and they washed their clothes.
15 He said to the people, “Be prepared by the third day. Do
not have sexual relations with women.”

16 On the third day, when morning came, there was thun-
derandlightning, athick cloud on the mountain, and avery
loud trumpetsound, so thatall the people in the camp shud-
dered.”Then Moses brought the people out of the camp
to meet God, and they stood at the foot of the mountain.
8 Mount Sinai was completely enveloped in smoke because
the Lorp came down on it in fire. Its smoke went up like
the smoke of a furnace, and the whole mountain shook
violently. ™ As the sound of the trumpet grew louder and
louder, Moses spoke and God answered himin the thunder.

20The Lorp came down on MountSinai atthe top of the
mountain.Then the LorRD summoned Moses to the top of
the mountain, and he went up. 2'The Lorp directed Mo-
ses,"Go down and warn the people not to break through
to see the LorD; otherwise many of them will die. 22 Even
the priests who come near the LORD must consecrate them-
selves, or the LorD will break out in anger against them.”

23 Moses responded to the Lorp, “The people cannot
come up Mount Sinai, since you warned us: Put a bound-
ary around the mountain and consecrate it.” 24 And the
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Loro replied to him,”Go down and come back with Aaron.
But the priests and the people must not break through to
come up to the Lorp, or he will break outin anger against
them."25 So Moses wentdown to the people and told them.
2 Then God spoke all these words:
2| am the Lorp your God, who brought you out
of theland of Egypt, out of the place of slavery.

3 Donothave other gods besides me.

4 Do notmake an idol for yourself, whether in the
shape of anything in the heavens above oron
the earth below or in the waters under the earth.

5 Do not bow in worship to them, and do not serve
them; for |, the LorRD your God, am a jealous God,
punishing the children for the fathers' iniquity,

to the third and fourth generations of those who
hate me, & but showing faithful love to a thousand
generations of those who love me and keep my
commands.

7 Do not misuse the name of the LorD your God, be-
cause the Lorp will notleave anyone unpunished
who misuses his name.

8  Remember the Sabbath day, to keep it holy:?You
are tolabor six days and do all your work, © but
the seventh day is a Sabbath to the LorD your
God. You must not do any work—you, your son
or daughter, your male or female servant, your
livestock, or the resident alien who is within your
city gates. 1 For the LORD made the heavens and
the earth, the sea, and everything in them in six
days; then he rested on the seventh day. There-
fore the LORD blessed the Sabbath day and de-
clared it holy.

12 Honoryour father and your mother so thatyou
may have alonglife in the land that the LorD your
God s giving you.

3 Donotmurder.

14 Do notcommit adultery.

5 Donotsteal.

16 Do not give false testimony against your neigh-
bor.

17 Do not covet your neighbor’s house. Do not covet
your neighbor’s wife, his male or female servant,
his ox or donkey, or anything that belongs to your
neighbor.

18 All the people witnessed the thunder andlightning,
the sound of the trumpet, and the mountain surround-
ed by smoke.When the people saw it they trembled and
stood at a distance. ' “You speak to us, and we will lis-
ten,” they said to Moses, “but dontlet God speak to us,
or we will die.”

20 Moses responded to the people, “Don’t be afraid, for
Godhas cometo testyou, so thatyou will fear him and will
notsin.”21 And the people remained standing atadistance
as Moses approached the total darkness where God was.

22Then the Lorp told Moses, “This is whatyou are to say
to the Israelites: You have seen that | have spoken to you
from heaven. 23 Do not make gods of silver to rival me; do
not make gods of gold for yourselves.

24"Make an earthen altar for me, and sacrifice on it
your burntofferings and fellowship offerings, your flocks
and herds. | will come to you and bless you in every place
where | cause my name to be remembered. 25 Ifyou make
astonealtar forme, do notbuilditout of cutstones. Ifyou
useyour chiselonit, you will defile it.26 Do not go up to my
altaronsteps, so thatyour nakedness is notexposedonit.
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21 “These are the ordinances that you are to set be-
fore them:

2"\When you buy a Hebrew slave, he is to serve for six
years;theninthe seventhheistoleave asafree manwith-
out paying anything. 3 If he arrives alone, he is to leave
alone;if he arrives with a wife, his wifeis toleave with him.
41f his master gives him a wife and she bears him sons or
daughters, the wife and her children belong to her master,
and the man mustleave alone.

5"But if the slave declares, 'l love my master, my wife,
and my children; | do notwanttoleave as afree man,’é his
masteris to bring him to the judges and then bring him to
the door or doorpost. His master will pierce his ear with an
awl, and he will serve his master for life.

7"When a man sells his daughter as a concubine, she
isnottoleave as the male slaves do. 8 If she is displeasing
to her master, who chose her for himself, then he mustlet
her be redeemed. He has no right to sell her to foreigners
because he has acted treacherously toward her.® Or if he
chooses her for his son, he must deal with her according
to the customary treatment of daughters. 10 f he takes
an additional wife, he must not reduce the food, clothing,
or marital rights of the first wife. " And if he does not do
these three things for her, she may leave free of charge,
without any payment.

12"\Whoever strikes aperson so that he dies must be put
todeath. Butifhedid notintend any harm, and yet God
allowedittohappen, | willappointa place foryouwhere he
may flee. 4 If a person schemes and willfully acts against
his neighbor to murder him, you must take him from my
altar to be put to death.

15"Whoever strikes his father or his mother must be
puttodeath.

16 “\Whoever kidnaps a person must be put to death,
whether he sells him or the person is found in his pos-
session.

7"\Whoever curses his father or his mother must be
putto death.

18"\When men quarrel and one strikes the other with a
stone or his fist, and the injured man does not die but is
confined to bed, ?if he can later get up and walk around
outside leaning on his staff, then the one who struck him
willbe exemptfrom punishment. Nevertheless, he must pay
forhislostwork time and provide for his complete recovery.

20"\When a man strikes his male or female slave with a
rod, and the slave dies under his abuse, the owner must
be punished. 2" However, if the slave can stand up aftera
day ortwo, the owner should not be punished because he
is his owner's property.

22"\Whenmen getinafightand hita pregnantwoman
so that her children are born prematurely but there is no
injury, the one who hit her must be fined as the woman's
husband demands from him, and he must pay accord-
ingtojudicialassessment.23Ifthereis aninjury, thenyou
must give life for life, 24 eye for eye, tooth for tooth, hand
for hand, foot for foot, 25 burn for burn, bruise for bruise,
wound for wound.

26"\When a man strikes the eye of his male or female
slave and destroys it, he mustlet the slave go free in com-
pensation for his eye. 27 If he knocks out the tooth of his
male or female slave, he mustlet the slave go free in com-
pensation for his tooth.

28"\When an ox gores a man or awoman to death, the
ox must be stoned, and its meat may not be eaten, but
the ox's owner is innocent. 22 However, if the ox was in
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the habit of goring, and its owner has been warned yet
does not restrain it, and it kills a man or a woman, the ox
must be stoned, and its owner must also be put to death.
30|f instead a ransom is demanded of him, he can pay a
redemption price for hislife in the fullamount demanded
from him.3Ifitgores asonoradaughter, heistobe dealt
with according to this same law. 32If the ox gores a male
orfemale slave, he must give thirty shekels of silver to the
slave’s master, and the ox must be stoned.

33"\When a man uncovers a pit or digs a pit, and does
notcoverit, and an ox or adonkey falls into it, 34 the own-
er of the pit must give compensation; he must pay to its
owner, but the dead animal will become his.

35"\Whenaman's oxinjures his neighbor's ox andit dies,
they mustsell thelive oxand divide its proceeds; they must
alsodivide the dead animal. 3¢ If, however, itis known that
the oxwas in the habit of goring, yetits owner has notre-
strained it, he must compensate fully, ox for ox; the dead
animal willbecome his.
2 2 "Whenamansteals an ox orasheep and butchers

itor sells it, he must repay five cattle for the ox or

four sheep for the sheep. 2 If a thief is caught in the act of
breaking in, and he is beaten to death, no one is guilty of
bloodshed. 3 But if this happens after sunrise, the house-
holder is guilty of bloodshed. A thief must make full resti-
tution. If heis unable, he is to be sold because of his theft.
4Ifwhatwas stolen— whether ox, donkey, or sheep —is
actually found alive in his possession, he mustrepay double.

5"\When a man lets a field or vineyard be grazed in,
and then allows his animals to go and graze in someone
else’s field, he must repay with the best of his own field
orvineyard.

6"When afire gets out of control, spreads to thornbush-
es, and consumes stacks of cut grain, standing grain, ora
field, the one who started the fire must make full restitu-
tion for what was burned.

7"\When a man gives his neighbor valuables or goods to
keep, butthey are stolen from that person’s house, the thief,
if caught, must repay double. 8If the thief is not caught,
the owner of the house must present himself to the judg-
es to determine whether or not he has taken his neigh-
bor's property. 2 In any case of wrongdoing involving an
ox,adonkey, asheep,agarment, oranythingelselost, and
someone claims, ‘That's mine,’ the case between the two
parties is to come before the judges. The one the judges
condemn must repay double to his neighbor.

10"\When a man gives his neighbor a donkey, an ox, a
sheep, orany other animal to care for, butitdies, isinjured,
oris stolen, while no one is watching, " there must be an
oath before the LoRD between the two of them to deter-
mine whether or nothe has taken his neighbor’s property.
Its owner must accept the oath, and the other man does
not have to make restitution. 2 But if, in fact, the animal
was stolen from his custody, he must make restitution to
its owner. 13 If it was actually torn apart by a wild animal,
heistobringitasevidence; he doesnothave to makeres-
titution for the torn carcass.

14"\When a man borrows an animal from his neighbor,
anditisinjured or dies while its owner is not there with it,
the man must make full restitution. '3 If its owner is there
with it, the man does not have to make restitution. Ifitwas
rented, theloss is covered by its rental price.

16"|f a man seduces a virgin who is not engaged, and
he sleeps with her, he must certainly pay the bridal price
for her to be his wife. 7 If her father absolutely refuses to
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give her to him, he must pay an amountin silver equal to
the bridal price for virgins.

18"Do not allow a sorceress tolive.

19"\Whoever has sexual intercourse with an animal must
be putto death.

20"Whoever sacrifices to any gods, except the LORD
alone, is to be set apart for destruction.

21"Youmustnotexploitaresidentalien oroppress him,
since you were resident aliens in the land of Egypt.

22"Youmustnotmistreatany widow or fatherless child.
23|fyou do mistreatthem, they willno doubt cry tome, and
| will certainly hear their cry. 24 My anger will burn, and |
will Kill you with the sword; then your wives will be wid-
ows and your children fatherless.

25"|f you lend silver to my people, to the poor person
among you, you must not be like a creditor to him; you
must not charge him interest.

26"|f you ever take your neighbor's cloak as collateral,
returnitto him before sunset.2 Foritis his only covering;
itis the clothing for his body. What will he sleep in? And
if he cries out to me, | will listen because | am gracious.

28"You must not blaspheme God or curse a leader
among your people.

29"You must not hold back offerings from your harvest
oryour vats. Give me the firstborn of your sons. 30 Do the
same with your cattle and your flock. Let them stay with
their mothers for seven days, but on the eighth day you
are to give them to me.

31"Be my holy people. You must not eat the meat of
amauled animal found in the field; throw it to the dogs.
2 3 “You must not spread a false report. Do not join

the wicked to be a malicious witness.

2"You must not follow a crowd in wrongdoing. Do not
testifyinalawsuitand go along with acrowdto pervertjus-
tice.3 Do notshow favoritismtoapoor personin hislawsuit.

4"|fyou come across your enemy’s stray ox or donkey,
youmustreturnitto him.

5"]fyou see the donkey of someone who hates you ly-
ing helpless under its load, and you want to refrain from
helping it, you must help with it.

6"You must not deny justice to a poor person among
youin hislawsuit.? Stay far away from a false accusation.
Donotkilltheinnocentand thejust, because [ will notjus-
tify the guilty. 8 Youmust not take a bribe, for abribe blinds
the clear-sighted and corrupts the words of the righteous.
9You must not oppress a resident alien; you yourselves
know how it feels to be aresident alien because you were
residentaliens in the land of Egypt.

10"”Sow your land for six years and gather its produce.
1 Butduring the seventhyearyouaretoletitrestandleave
ituncultivated, so that the poor among your people may
eatfrom itand the wild animals may consume what they
leave. Do the same with your vineyard and your olive grove.

12"Do your work for six days but rest on the seventh
day so that your ox and your donkey may rest, and the
son of your female slave as well as the resident alien may
be refreshed.

13"Pay strict attention to everything | have said toyou.
You must not invoke the names of other gods; they must
not be heard on yourlips.

14" Celebrate a festival in my honor three times a year.
15 Observe the Festival of Unleavened Bread. As | com-
manded you, you are to eat unleavened bread for seven
days atthe appointed time in the month of Abib, because
you came out of Egyptin that month. No one is to appear
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before me empty-handed. '€ Also observe the Festival of
Harvestwith the firstfruits of your produce from whatyou
sowinthefield, and observe the Festival of Ingathering at
the end of the year, when you gather your produce from
the field. 7 Three times a year all your males are to appear
before the Lord Gop.

18"You must not offer the blood of my sacrifices with
anythingleavened.The fatof my festival offering mustnot
remain until morning.

19"Bring the best of the firstfruits of your land to the
house of the LorRD your God.

“You must not boil a young goat in its mother’s milk.

20"| am going tosend an angel before you to protectyou
onthewayandbringyouto the place | have prepared.2Be
attentive to himandlistento him.Do notdefy him, because
he will not forgive your acts of rebellion, for my name is in
him.22Butifyou will carefully obey him and do everything
Isay, then | will be an enemy to your enemies and a foe to
your foes. 23 For my angel will go before you and bring you
totheland of the Amorites, Hethites, Perizzites, Canaanites,
Hivites, and Jebusites, and | will wipe them out. 24 Do not
bow inworship to theirgods, and do notserve them.Donot
imitate their practices. Instead, demolish them and smash
their sacred pillars to pieces. 25 Serve the Lorp your God,
and he will bless your bread and your water. | will remove
ilinesses from you. 26 No woman will miscarry or be child-
lessinyourland.lwill give you the fullnumber of your days.

27"| will cause the people ahead of you to feel terror and
willthrow into confusion all the nations you come to. | will
make allyourenemies turn theirbacks toyouinretreat.28|
willsend hornets in front of you, and they will drive the Hi-
vites, Canaanites, and Hethites away fromyou. 2 | will not
drive them out ahead of you in a single year; otherwise,
theland would become desolate, and wild animals would
multiply against you. 30| will drive them out little by little
ahead of you until you have become numerous and take
possession of the land. 31| will set your borders from the
Red Sea to the Mediterranean Sea, and from the wilder-
ness to the Euphrates River. For | will place the inhabitants
oftheland underyour control, and you will drive them out
ahead ofyou.32You mustnot make a covenantwith them
or their gods. 33 They must notremain inyourland, or else
they will make you sin against me. If you serve their gods,
it will be a snare foryou.”
2 Thenhesaidto Moses,”Go up to the Lorp, you and

Aaron, Nadab, and Abihu, and seventy of Israel’s

elders, and bow in worship ata distance.2 Moses alone is
toapproach the LorD, but the others are notto approach,
and the people are not to go up with him.”

3Moses came and told the people all the commands
of the LorD and all the ordinances. Then all the people re-
sponded with a single voice, “We will do everything that
the LorD has commanded.” 4 And Moses wrote down all the
words of the LORD. He rose early the next morning and set
up an altarand twelve pillars for the twelve tribes of Israel
atthebase of themountain.5Then he sentoutyoungIsra-
elitemen, and they offered burnt offerings and sacrificed
bulls as fellowship offerings to the LorRD. & Moses took half
theblood and setitinbasins; the other half of the blood he
splattered on the altar.” He then took the covenant scroll
and read it aloud to the people. They responded, “We will
do and obey all that the LorD has commanded.”

8Moses took the blood, splattered iton the people, and
said, “This is the blood of the covenant that the LORD has
made with you concerning all these words.”
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9Then Moses went up with Aaron, Nadab, and Abihu,
and seventy of Israel’s elders, ' and they saw the God of Is-
rael. Beneath his feet was somethinglike apavementmade
oflapislazuli, as clear as the sky itself. " God did not harm
thelsraelite nobles; they saw him, and they ate and drank.

12The Lorb said to Moses, “Come up to me on the moun-
tain and stay there so that | may give you the stone tab-
lets with the law and commandments | have written for
their instruction.”

13S0 Moses arose with his assistant Joshua and went
up the mountain of God. 14 He told the elders, “Wait here
for us until we return to you. Aaron and Hur are here with
you. Whoever has a dispute should go to them.” 3When
Moses went up the mountain, the cloud covered it. 6 The
glory of the Lorp settled on Mount Sinai, and the cloud cov-
ered it for six days. On the seventh day he called to Moses
from the cloud. 7 The appearance of the LORD's glory to the
Israelites was like a consuming fire on the mountaintop.
8 Moses entered the cloud as he wentup the mountain, and
he remained on the mountain forty days and forty nights.
2 The Lorp spoke to Moses:2"“Tell the Israelites to take

anoffering for me.You are to take my offering from

everyonewhoiswilling togive.3Thisis the offeringyou are
to receive from them: gold, silver, and bronze; 4 blue, pur-
ple, and scarlet yarn; fine linen and goat hair; > ram skins
dyed red and fine leather; acacia wood; ¢ oil for the light;
spices for the anointing oil and for the fragrantincense;
7and onyx along with other gemstones for mounting on
the ephod and breastpiece.

8"They are to make a sanctuary for me so that | may
dwellamong them.?You mustmakeitaccording to all that
| show you—the pattern of the tabernacle as well as the
pattern of all its furnishings.

10"They are to make an ark of acacia wood, forty-five
incheslong, twenty-seveninches wide, and twenty-seven
inches high." Overlay itwith pure gold; overlay itboth in-
side and out. Also make agold molding allaroundit."? Cast
four gold rings for it and place them on its four feet, two
rings on one side and two rings on the other side. > Make
poles of acaciawood and overlay them with gold. ™ Insert
the poles into the rings on the sides of the ark in order to
carry the ark with them. 5The poles are to remain in the
rings of the ark; they must not be removed from it. 6 Put
the tablets of the testimony that [ willgive you into the ark.
7 Make a mercy seat of pure gold, forty-five inches long
and twenty-seven inches wide. 18 Make two cherubim of
gold; make them of hammered work at the two ends of
the mercy seat. ' Make one cherub at one end and one
cherub at the other end. At its two ends, make the cher-
ubim of one piece with the mercy seat. 22The cherubim
are to have wings spread out above, covering the mer-
cy seat with their wings, and are to face one another.The
faces of the cherubim should be toward the mercy seat.
21Set the mercy seat on top of the ark and put the tablets
of the testimony that | will give you into the ark. 22| will
meet with you there above the mercy seat, between the
two cherubim thatare over the ark of the testimony; [ will
speak with you from there about all that | command you
regarding the Israelites.

23"You are to construct atable of acaciawood, thirty-six
incheslong, eighteenincheswide, and twenty-seveninches
high.24 Qverlay it with pure gold and make a gold molding
allaround it. 2> Make a three-inch frame all around it and
make agold molding foritallaround its frame. 26 Make four
gold rings for it, and attach the rings to the four corners
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atits fourlegs. 2 The rings should be next to the frame as
holders for the poles to carry the table. 28 Make the poles
of acaciawood and overlay them with gold, and the table
can be carried by them. 2°You are also to make its plates
and cups, as well asits pitchers and bowls for pouring drink
offerings. Make them out of pure gold. 30 Put the Bread of
the Presence on the table before me at all times.

31"You are to make alampstand outof pure, hammered
gold. Itis to be made of one piece: its base and shaft, its
ornamental cups, and its buds and petals. 32 Six branches
are to extend from its sides, three branches of the lamp-
stand from one side and three branches of thelampstand
from the other side. 33There are to be three cups shaped
like almond blossoms, each with a bud and petals, on one
branch, and three cups shaped like almond blossoms, each
with a bud and petals, on the next branch. It is to be this
way for the six branches thatextend from the lampstand.
34There are to be four cups shaped like almond blossoms
on the lampstand shaft along with its buds and petals.
35 For the six branches that extend from the lampstand,
abud must be under the first pair of branches from it, a
bud under the second pair of branches from it, and a bud
under the third pair of branches from it. 36 Their buds and
branches are to be of one piece. All of it is to be a single
hammered piece of pure gold.

37"Make its seven lamps, and set them up so that they
illuminate the areain frontofit. 38 Its snuffers andfirepans
mustbe of pure gold.39Thelampstand with all these uten-
sils is to be made from seventy-five pounds of pure gold.
40 Be careful to make them according to the pattern you
have been shown on the mountain.
2 "Youareto construct the tabernacle itself with ten

curtains. You mustmake them of finely spunlinen,

andblue, purple, andscarletyarn, with a design of cherubim
worked into them.2 Each curtain should be forty-two feet
longandsix feetwide; all the curtains are to have the same
measurements. 3 Five of the curtains should be joined to-
gether,and the otherfive curtainsjoined together.4 Make
loops of blueyarn on the edge of thelast curtain in the first
set,and do the same on the edge of the outermost curtain
inthe second set.® Make fiftyloops on the one curtain and
make fifty loops on the edge of the curtain in the second
set, sothattheloopsline up together.® Also make fifty gold
clasps and join the curtains together with the clasps, so
that the tabernacle may be a single unit.

7"You are to make curtains of goat hair for a tent over
the tabernacle; make eleven of these curtains. 8 Each cur-
tain should be forty-five feet long and six feet wide. All
eleven curtains are to have the same measurements.® Join
five of the curtains by themselves, and the other six cur-
tains by themselves. Then fold the sixth curtain double at
the frontof the tent. 10 Make fifty loops on the edge of one
curtain, the outermostin thefirstset, and make fifty loops
ontheedge of the corresponding curtain of the second set.
T Make fifty bronze clasps; put the clasps through theloops
and join the tent together so that it is a single unit. 2 As
for the flap that remains from the tent curtains, the left-
over half curtain is to hang over the back of the taberna-
cle.3What remains along the length of the tent curtains
—ahalfyard ononesideandahalfyard on the otherside
—should hang over the sides of the tabernacle on either
side to cover it. 1 Make a covering for the tent from ram
skinsdyedred and a covering of fineleather on top of that.

15"You are to make upright supports of acacia wood
forthe tabernacle.'6 Each supportis to befifteen feetlong
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and twenty-seven inches wide. 77 Each support will have
two tenons for joining. Do the same for all the supports
of the tabernacle. '® Make the supports for the taberna-
cle as follows: twenty supports for the south side, ' and
make forty silver bases under the twenty supports, two
bases under the first support for its two tenons, and two
bases under the next support for its two tenons; 20 twenty
supports for the second side of the tabernacle, the north
side, 2'along with their forty silver bases, two bases un-
der the first support and two bases under each support;
22 and make six supports for the west side of the taber-
nacle. 23 Make two additional supports for the two back
corners of the tabernacle. 24 They are to be paired at the
bottom, and joined together at the top in asingle ring. So
it should be for both of them; they will serve as the two
corners. 23 There are to be eight supports with their silver
bases: sixteen bases; two bases under the first support
and two bases under each support.

26"You are to make five crossbars of acacia wood for
the supports on one side of the tabernacle, 27 five cross-
bars for the supports on the other side of the tabernacle,
and five crossbars for the supports of the back side of the
tabernacle on the west. 28The central crossbar is to run
through the middle of the supports from one end to the
other. 2Then overlay the supports with gold, and make
their rings of gold as the holders for the crossbars. Also
overlay the crosshars with gold. 3°You are to set up the
tabernacle according to the plan forit thatyou have been
shown on the mountain.

31"You are to make a curtain of blue, purple, and scar-
letyarn, and finely spun linen with a design of cherubim
workedintoit.32Hangiton four gold-plated pillars of aca-
ciawood that have gold hooks and that stand on four sil-
ver bases. 33 Hang the curtain under the clasps and bring
the ark of the testimony there behind the curtain, so the
curtain will make a separation for you between the holy
place and the most holy place. 34 Put the mercy seat on
the ark of the testimony in the most holy place. 35 Place
the table outside the curtain and the lampstand on the
south side of the tabernacle, opposite the table; put the
table on the north side.

36"Forthe entrance to the tentyou are to make ascreen
embroidered with blue, purple, and scarletyarn, and finely
spunlinen.3” Make five pillars of acacia wood for the screen
and overlay them with gold; theirhooks are to be gold, and
you are to cast five bronze bases for them.
2 "You are to construct the altar of acacia wood.The

altar must be square, 7 2 feetlong, and 7 'z feet

wide; itmustbe 4 "2 feethigh.2 Make horns for it on its four
corners; the horns are to be of one piece. Overlay it with
bronze. 3 Make its pots for removing ashes, and its shov-
els, basins, meat forks, and firepans; make all its utensils
of bronze. 4 Construct a grate for it of bronze mesh, and
make four bronze rings on the mesh atits four corners.5 Set
it below, under the altar's ledge, so that the mesh comes
halfway up the altar.6Then make poles for the altar, poles
ofacaciawood, and overlay them with bronze.” The poles
are to be inserted into the rings so that the poles are on
two sides of the altar whenitis carried. 8 Construct the al-
tarwith boards so thatitis hollow.They are to make itjust
as itwas shown to you on the mountain.

9"You are to make the courtyard for the tabernacle.
Make hangings for the south side of the courtyard out
of finely spunlinen, 150 feetlong on thatside " including
twenty posts and twenty bronze bases, with silver hooks
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and silver bands for the posts. " And so make hangings
150 feet long for the north side, including twenty posts
and their twenty bronze bases, with silver hooks and sil-
ver bands for the posts. 12 For the width of the courtyard,
make hangings 75 feet long for the west side, including
their ten posts and their ten bases. 13 And for the width of
the courtyard on the east side toward the sunrise, 75 feet,
4 make hangings 22 2 feet long for one side of the gate,
including their three posts and their three bases. 1> And
make hangings 22 2 feetlong for the other side, including
their three posts and their three bases. 8 The gate of the
courtyard is to have a 30-foot screen embroidered with
blue, purple, and scarletyarn, and finely spunlinen. Itis to
have four posts and their four bases.

7"All the posts around the courtyard are to be banded
with silver and have silver hooks and bronze bases. 8 The
courtyard is to be 150 feetlong, 75 feet wide at each end,
and 7% feet high, all of it made of finely spun linen.The
bases of the posts are to be bronze. " Allthe utensils of the
tabernacle for every use and all its tent pegs as well as all
the tent pegs of the courtyard are to be made of bronze.

20"You are to command the Israelites to bring you pure
oil from crushed olives for the light, in order to keep the
lamp burning regularly. 2'In the tent of meeting outside
the curtain that is in front of the testimony, Aaron and
his sons are to tend the lamp from evening until morning
before the LorD. This is to be a permanent statute for the
Israelites throughout their generations.
2 "“Have your brother Aaron, with his sons, come to

you fromthe Israelites to serve me as priest— Aar-

on, hissons Nadab and Abihu, Eleazar and Ithamar.2 Make
holy garments foryour brother Aaron, for glory and beau-
ty.3Youaretoinstructall the skilled artisans, whom | have
filled with a spirit of wisdom, to make Aaron’s garments
for consecrating him to serve me as priest.4These are the
garments that they must make: a breastpiece, an ephod,
arobe, a specially woven tunic, a turban, and a sash.They
are to make holy garments for your brother Aaron and his
sonsso thatthey may serve me as priests.5They should use
gold; blue, purple, and scarletyarn; and finelinen.

6"They are to make the ephod of finely spun linen em-
broidered with gold, and with blue, purple, andscarletyarn.
7ltmusthave two shoulder pieces attached toits two edg-
essothatitcanbejoinedtogether.8The artistically woven
waistband thatis on the ephod must be of one piece, ac-
cording to the same workmanship of gold, of blue, purple,
and scarletyarn, and of finely spun linen.

9"Take two onyx stones and engrave on them the names
of Israel's sons: 19 six of theirnames on the first stone and
the remaining six names on the second stone, in the or-
deroftheirbirth." Engrave the two stones with the names
of Israel's sons as a gem cutter engraves a seal. Mount
them, surrounded with gold filigree settings. 2 Fasten both
stones on the shoulder pieces of the ephod as memorial
stones for the Israelites. Aaron will carry their names on
his two shoulders before the LORD as a reminder. 3 Fash-
ion gold filigree settings ' and two chains of pure gold;
you will make them of braided cord work, and attach the
cord chains to the settings.

15"You are to make an embroidered breastpiece for
making decisions. Make it with the same workmanship
as the ephod; make it of gold, of blue, purple, and scarlet
yarn,and of finely spunlinen.® [t mustbe square and fold-
eddouble, nineincheslongand nineincheswide.” Placea
setting of gemstones on it, four rows of stones:
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The first row should be
arow of carnelian, topaz, and emerald;
8 thesecondrow,
aturquoise, alapis lazuli, and a diamond;
9 thethird row,
ajacinth, an agate, and an amethyst;
20 and the fourth row,
aberyl, an onyx, and ajasper.
They should be adorned with gold filigree in their settings.
21The twelve stones are to correspond to the names of Is-
rael's sons. Each stone must be engraved like a seal, with
one of the names of the twelve tribes.
22"You are to make braided chains of pure gold cord
work for the breastpiece. 23 Fashion two gold rings for the
breastpiece and attach themtoits two corners.24Then at-
tach the two gold cords to the two gold rings at the corners
of the breastpiece. 25 Attach the other ends of the two cords
to the two filigree settings, and in this way attach them
to the ephod’s shoulder pieces in the front. 26 Make two
other gold rings and put them at the two other corners of
the breastpiece on the edge that is next to the inner bor-
der of the ephod. 2? Make two more gold rings and attach
them to the bottom of the ephod’s two shoulder pieces on
its front, close to its seam, and above the ephod’s woven
waistband. 28 The artisans are to tie the breastpiece from
itsrings to the rings of the ephod with a cord of blue yarn,
so that the breastpiece is above the ephod's waistband
and does not come loose from the ephod.
29"\Whenever he enters the sanctuary, Aaron s to car-
ry the names of Israel’s sons over his heart on the breast-
piece for decisions, as a continual reminder before the
LorD. 30 Place the Urim and Thummim in the breastpiece
for decisions, so that they will also be over Aaron’s heart
whenever he comes before the Lorp. Aaron will continu-
ally carry the means of decisions for the Israelites over his
heart before the LORD.
31"You are to make the robe of the ephod entirely of blue
yarn.32There should be an opening atits top in the center
of it. Around the opening, there should be a woven collar
with an opening like that of body armor so that it does
not tear.33 Make pomegranates of blue, purple, and scar-
let yarn on its lower hem and all around it. Put gold bells
between them all the way around, 34 so thatgold bells and
pomegranates alternate around thelower hem of the robe.
35The robe will be worn by Aaron whenever he ministers,
and its sound will be heard when he enters the sanctuary
before the LORD and when he exits, so thathe does notdie.
36"You are to make a pure gold medallion and engrave
it, like the engraving of a seal: HoLY T0 THE LORD. 37 Fasten
itto acord of blue yarn so it can be placed on the turban;
the medallion is to be on the front of the turban. 38 It will
be on Aaron’s forehead so that Aaron may bear the guilt
connected with the holy offerings that the Israelites con-
secrate as all their holy gifts. Itis always to be on his fore-
head, so that they may find acceptance with the Lorp.
39"You are to weave the tunic fromfinelinen, makeatur-
banoffinelinen, and make an embroidered sash. 40 Make
tunics, sashes, and headbands for Aaron’s sons to give
them glory and beauty. 41 Put these on your brother Aar-
onand hissons; then anoint, ordain, and consecrate them,
so that they may serve me as priests. 42 Make them linen
undergarments to cover their naked bodies; they must ex-
tend from the waist to the thighs. 43 These mustbe worn by
Aaronand hissons whenever they enter the tent of meet-
ing or approach the altar to minister in the sanctuary area,
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so that they do not incur guilt and die. This is to be a per-
manentstatute for Aaron and for his future descendants.
29 “This is whatyou are to do for them to consecrate
them to serve me as priests. Take ayoung bull and

two unblemished rams, 2 with unleavened bread, unleav-
ened cakes mixed with oil, and unleavened wafers coated
withoil. Make them out of fine wheatflour, 3 putthemina
basket, and bring them in the basket, along with the bull
and two rams. 4 Bring Aaron and his sons to the entrance
to the tent of meeting and wash them with water.5Then
take the garments and clothe Aaron with the tunic, the
robe for the ephod, the ephod itself, and the breastpiece;
fasten the ephod on him with its woven waistband. 6 Put
the turban on his head and place the holy diadem on the
turban.Take the anointing oil, pour it on his head, and
anointhim.8Youmustalso bring his sons and clothe them
with tunics.®Tie the sashes on Aaron and his sons and fas-
ten headbands on them.The priesthood is to be theirs by
apermanent statute. This is the way you will ordain Aar-
on and his sons.

10"You are to bring the bull to the front of the tent of
meeting, and Aaron and his sons must lay their hands on
the bull's head." Slaughter the bull before the Lorp at the
entrance to the tent of meeting. 2 Take some of the bull's
blood and apply it to the horns of the altar with your fin-
ger; then pour out all the rest of the blood at the base of
the altar.3 Take all the fat that covers the entrails, the fatty
lobe of theliver, and the two kidneys with the faton them,
and burn them on the altar. 1 But burn the bull's flesh, its
hide, and its waste outside the camp; it is a sin offering.

15"Take oneram, and Aaron and his sons are tolay their
hands on the ram’s head. "6 You are to slaughter the ram,
take its blood, and splatter iton all sides of the altar. 77 Cut
the ram into pieces. Wash its entrails and legs, and place
them withits head and its pieces on the altar. 8 Then burn
thewholeramonthealtar;itisaburntoffering to the LoRD.
Itis a pleasing aroma, a fire offering to the LoRD.

19"You are to take the second ram, and Aaron and his
sons mustlay their hands on the ram’s head. 20 Slaughter
theram, take some ofits blood, and putiton Aaron’s right
earlobe, on his sons' right earlobes, on the thumbs of their
righthands, and on the big toes of their right feet. Splatter
the remaining blood on all sides of the altar. 2'Take some
of the blood that is on the altar and some of the anoint-
ing oil, and sprinkle them on Aaron and his garments, as
well as on his sons and their garments. So he and his gar-
ments will be holy, as well as his sons and their garments.

22"Take the fat from the ram, the fat tail, the fat cov-
ering the entrails, the fatty lobe of the liver, the two kid-
neys and the faton them, and the right thigh (since this is
aram for ordination); 23 take one loaf of bread, one cake
of bread made with oil, and one wafer from the basket of
unleavened bread thatis before the LorD; 24 and putall of
theminthe hands of Aaron and his sons and presentthem
as a presentation offering before the LoRD. 25 Take them
from their hands and burn them on the altar on top of the
burnt offering, as a pleasing aroma before the LoRD; it is
afire offering to the LORD.

26"Take the breast from the ram of Aaron'’s ordination
andpresentitasapresentation offering before the Lorb; it
istobeyourportion.2? Consecrate for Aaron and his sons
thebreastofthe presentation offeringthatis presented and
the thigh of the contribution thatis lifted up from the ram
of ordination. 28 This will belong to Aaronand hissonsasa
regular portion from the Israelites, for itis a contribution.
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Itwill be the Israelites’ contribution from their fellowship
sacrifices, their contribution to the LorD.

29"The holy garments that belong to Aaron are to be-
long to his sons after him, so that they can be anointed
and ordained in them.3° Any priestwho is one of his sons
and who succeeds him and enters the tent of meeting to
minister in the sanctuary must wear them for seven days.

31"You are to take the ram of ordination and boil its flesh
inaholy place.32 Aaron and his sons are to eat the meat of
theramand the bread thatisinthebasketatthe entrance
to the tent of meeting. 33They must eat those things by
which atonement was made at the time of their ordina-
tion and consecration. An unauthorized person must not
eatthem, forthese things are holy. 34 If any of the meat of
ordination or any of the bread is left until morning, burn
whatis left over. It must not be eaten because itis holy.

35"This is what you are to do for Aaron and his sons
based on all | have commanded you. Take seven days to
ordain them. 36 Sacrifice a bull as a sin offering each day
foratonement. Purify the altar when you make atonement
for it, and anoint it in order to consecrate it. 37 For seven
days you must make atonement for the altar and conse-
crateit.The altar will be especially holy. Whatever touches
the altar will be consecrated.

38"This is what you are to offer regularly on the altar
every day:two year-old lambs. 39 In the morning offer one
lamb, and at twilight offer the otherlamb. 40 With the first
lamb offer two quarts of fine flour mixed with one quart of
oilfrom crushed olives, and a drink offering of one quart of
wine.41You are to offer the second lamb at twilight. Offer
a grain offering and a drink offering with it, like the one
inthe morning, as a pleasing aroma, a fire offering to the
LoRD. 42This will be a regular burnt offering throughout
your generations at the entrance to the tent of meeting
before the LorD, where | will meet you to speak with you.
43| will also meet with the Israelites there, and that place
willbe consecrated by my glory.44 | will consecrate the tent
of meeting and the altar; | will also consecrate Aaron and
hissons to serve me as priests. 45 [ will dwellamong the Isra-
elites and be their God. 46 And they willknow thatlam the
Lorp their God, who broughtthem out of theland of Egypt,
sothat| mightdwellamongthem.|lamthe LoRD their God.
3 "You are to make an altar for the burning of in-

cense; makeitofacaciawood.2 [tmustbesquare,

eighteenincheslongand eighteeninches wide;itmustbe
thirty-sixinches high. Its horns must be of one piece with
it.3 Overlay its top, all around its sides, and its horns with
pure gold; make a gold molding all around it.  Make two
goldrings for itunder the molding on two of its sides; put
these on opposite sides of it to be holders for the poles to
carry it with. 5 Make the poles of acacia wood and over-
lay them with gold.

6"You are to place the altar in front of the curtain by
the ark of the testimony —in front of the mercy seat that
is over the testimony — where | will meet with you.” Aar-
on must burn fragrant incense on it; he must burn it ev-
erymorning when he tends thelamps.#When Aaron sets
up thelamps at twilight, he mustburnincense.There is to
be an incense offering before the LoRD throughout your
generations. You must not offer unauthorized incense
on it, or a burnt or grain offering; you are not to pour a
drink offering on it.

10”Once ayear Aaronis to perform the atonement cer-
emony for the altar. Throughout your generations he is to
perform the atonement ceremony for it once a year, with
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the blood of the sin offering for atonement on the horns.
The altar is especially holy to the Lorp.”

"The Lorp spoke to Moses: 2 “When you take a census
of the Israelites to register them, each of the men must
pay aransom for hislife to the LORD as they are registered.
Thenno plague willcome onthem as they are registered.
3 Everyone who is registered must pay half a shekel ac-
cording to the sanctuary shekel (twenty gerahs to the shek-
el). This half shekel is a contribution to the Lorp. 4 Each
man who is registered, twenty years old or more, must
give this contribution to the LorD. 3 The wealthy may
notgive more and the poor may not give less than half a
shekel when giving the contribution to the LorRD to atone
for your lives. 16 Take the atonement price from the Isra-
elites and use it for the service of the tent of meeting. It
will serve as areminder for the Israelites before the LOrRD
to atone for your lives.”

17The LORD spoke to Moses: 8 “Make a bronze basin for
washing and abronze stand forit. Setitbetween the tent
of meeting and the altar, and put water init.*® Aaron and
his sons must wash their hands and feet from the basin.
20\Whenever they enter the tent of meeting or approach
the altar to minister by burning an offering to the LoRD,
they must wash with water so that they will notdie.2'They
must wash their hands and feet so that they will not die;
this is to be a permanent statute for them, for Aaron and
his descendants throughout their generations.”

22The Lorp spoke to Moses: 23 "Take foryourselfthe finest
spices:12 Y2pounds ofliquid myrrh, halfas much (6 Y pounds)
of fragrant cinnamon, 6 4 pounds of fragrant cane, 24122
pounds of cassia (by the sanctuary shekel), and a gallon of
oliveoil.25 Prepare from these a holy anointing oil, ascented
blend, the work of a perfumer; it will be holy anointing oil.

26"Withityou are to anointthe tentof meeting, the ark
ofthe testimony, 27 the table with all its utensils, the lamp-
stand with its utensils, the altar of incense, 28 the altar of
burnt offering with all its utensils, and the basin with its
stand.2® Consecrate them and they will be especially holy.
Whatevertouches them will be consecrated. 3° Anoint Aar-
onandhissonsand consecrate them to serve me as priests.

31"Tell the Israelites: This will be my holy anointing oil
throughout your generations. 32 It must not be used for
ordinary anointing on a person’s body, and you must not
make anything like it using its formula. It is holy, and it
mustbe holy toyou.33 Anyone who blends something like
it or puts some of it on an unauthorized person must be
cut off from his people.”

34The Lorp said to Moses: “Take fragrant spices: stacte,
onycha, and galbanum; the spices and pure frankincense
are to be in equal measures. 35 Prepare expertly blended
incense from these; itis to be seasoned with salt, pure and
holy.36 Grind some of itinto afine powder and putsomein
front of the testimony in the tent of meeting, where | will
meetwithyou. ltmustbe especially holy toyou.3? As for the
incense you are making, you must not make any foryour-
selves usingits formula. Itis to be regarded by you as holy
—belonging to the LORD. 38 Anyone who makes something
likeittosmellits fragrance mustbe cut off from his people.”
3 The LorD also spoke to Moses: 2”Look, | have ap-

pointed by name Bezalel son of Uri, son of Hur, of
the tribe of Judah.3 | have filled him with God's Spirit, with
wisdom, understanding, and ability in every craft4to de-
signartisticworksin gold, silver, and bronze, 5 to cut gem-
stones for mounting, and to carve wood for work in every
craft. ¢l have also selected Oholiab son of Ahisamach, of
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the tribe of Dan, to be with him. | have put wisdom in the
heartofevery skilled artisan in order to make all that | have
commandedyou:? the tentof meeting, the ark of the testi-
mony, the mercy seat thatis on top of it, and all the other
furnishings of the tent— 8 the table with its utensils, the
pure goldlampstand with allits utensils, the altar ofincense,
9the altar of burnt offering with all its utensils, the basin
with its stand — 10 the specially woven garments, both
the holy garments for the priest Aaron and the garments
forhissonstoserve as priests, "' the anointing oil, and the
fragrantincense for the sanctuary.They must make them
according to all that | have commanded you.”

12The LorD said to Moses: 13 “Tell the Israelites: You must
observe my Sabbaths, foritis a sign between me and you
throughout your generations, so that you will know that
| am the LorD who consecrates you. *# Observe the Sab-
bath, foritis holy to you.Whoever profanesitmustbe put
to death. If anyone does work on it, that person must be
cut off from his people. *Work may be done for six days,
but on the seventh day there must be a Sabbath of com-
pleterest, holy to the LorD. Anyone who does work on the
Sabbath day must be put to death. 16 The Israelites must
observe the Sabbath, celebratingitthroughout their gen-
erations as a permanent covenant. 71t is a sign forever
between me and the Israelites, for in six days the LoRD
made the heavens and the earth, but on the seventh day
he rested and was refreshed.”

18\When he finished speaking with Moses on Mount Si-
nai, he gave him the two tablets of the testimony, stone
tablets inscribed by the finger of God.

3 When the people saw that Moses delayed in com-

ingdown from the mountain, they gathered around
Aaron and said to him, “Come, make gods for us who will
go before us because this Moses, the man who brought
us up from the land of Egypt— we don't know what has
happened to him!”

2 Aaronreplied to them, “Take off the gold rings thatare
on the ears of your wives, your sons, and your daughters
andbring themto me.”3 So all the people took off the gold
rings that were on their ears and brought them to Aaron.
4Hetook the gold from them, fashioned it with an engrav-
ing tool, and made itinto an image of a calf.

Thentheysaid, “Israel, these are your gods, who brought
you up from the land of Egypt! "

5When Aaron saw this, he built an altar in front of it
and made an announcement: “There will be a festival to
the LorD tomorrow." ¢ Early the next morning they arose,
offered burntofferings, and presented fellowship offerings.
The people satdown to eatand drink, and got up to party.

7The LorD spoke to Moses:”Go down atonce! Foryour
people you brought up from the land of Egypt have act-
ed corruptly. 8They have quickly turned from the way |
commanded them; they have made for themselves anim-
age of a calf. They have bowed down to it, sacrificed to it,
and said, 'Israel, these are your gods, who brought you up
from theland of Egypt.' " 9The LorD also said to Moses: |
have seen this people, and they are indeed a stiff-necked
people. 1 Now leave me alone, so that my anger can burn
againstthemand | candestroy them.Then | will make you
into a great nation.”

11But Moses sought the favor of the LoRD his God:“LoRD,
why does youranger burn againstyour people you brought
out of the land of Egypt with great power and a strong
hand? 2Why should the Egyptians say, He brought them
out with an evil intent to kill them in the mountains and
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eliminate them from the face of the earth'? Turn from your
fierceangerandrelent concerning this disaster planned for
your people. 3 Remember your servants Abraham, Isaac,
and Israel—you swore to them by yourself and declared,
‘| will make your offspring as numerous as the stars of the
sky and will give your offspring all this land that | have
promised, and they will inherit it forever." " 14 So the LoRD
relented concerning the disaster he had said he would
bring on his people.

5Then Moses turned and went down the mountain
with the two tablets of the testimony in his hands. They
were inscribed on both sides —inscribed frontand back.
16The tablets were the work of God, and the writing was
God's writing, engraved on the tablets.

7When Joshua heard the sound of the people as they
shouted, he said to Moses, “There is a sound of war in the
camp.”

18 But Moses replied:

It's not the sound of a victory cry
and not the sound of a cry of defeat;
| hear the sound of singing!
19 As he approached the camp and saw the calf and the
dancing, Moses became enraged and threw the tablets out
of his hands, smashing them at the base of the mountain.
20 He took the calfthey had made, burneditup, and ground
it to powder. He scattered the powder over the surface
of the water and forced the Israelites to drink the water.
21Then Moses asked Aaron, “What did these people
do to you that you have led them into such a grave sin? "
22"Don’'tbe enraged, mylord,” Aaronreplied."Youyour-
selfknow that the people are intent on evil. 23 They said to
me,'Make gods for us who will go before us because this
Moses, the man who brought us up from theland of Egypt
—wedon'tknow whathas happenedtohim! ‘24 So | said
to them, ‘Whoever has gold, take it off, and they gave it
to me.When | threw it into the fire, out came this calf! *

25 Moses saw that the people were out of control, for
Aaronhadletthem getoutof control, making themalaugh-
ingstock to theirenemies. 26 And Moses stood at the camp'’s
entranceandsaid, “Whoeveris for the LORD, come to me.”
And all the Levites gathered around him. 27 He told them,
“This is what the Lorp, the God of Israel, says, ‘Every man
fasten his sword to his side; go back and forth through the
camp from entrance to entrance, and each of you kill his
brother, his friend, and his neighbor." ” 28The Levites did
as Moses commanded, and about three thousand men
fell dead that day among the people. 2° Afterward Moses
said, “Today you have been dedicated to the Lorp, since
each man wentagainst his son and his brother.Therefore
you have brought a blessing on yourselves today.”

30The following day Moses said to the people, “You have
committed a grave sin. Now | will go up to the Lorp; per-
haps | will be able to atone for your sin.”

3150 Moses returned to the LorRD and said, “Oh, these
people have committed agrave sin; they have made agod
of gold for themselves. 32 Now if you would only forgive
their sin. But if not, please erase me from the book you
have written.”

33The LoRD replied to Moses: “Whoever has sinned
against me | will erase from my book. 34 Now go, lead the
people to the place | told you about; see, my angel will go
before you. But on the day | settle accounts, | will hold
them accountable for their sin.” 35 And the LoRD inflict-
ed a plague on the people for what they did with the calf
Aaron had made.
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3 The Lorp spoke to Moses: " Go up from here, youand

the peopleyou broughtup fromtheland of Egypt, to
theland | promised to Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob, saying:|
will give ittoyour offspring.2 | will send an angel ahead of
you and will drive out the Canaanites, Amorites, Hethites,
Perizzites, Hivites, and Jebusites.3 Go up to aland flowing
with milk and honey. But I willnotgo up with you because
you are a stiff-necked people; otherwise, | might destroy
you on the way.” 4When the people heard this bad news,
they mourned and didn't put on their jewelry.

5 For the Lorp said to Moses: “Tell the Israelites: You
are astiff-necked people. If [ wentup with you forasingle
moment, | would destroy you. Now take off your jewelry,
and | will decide what to do with you.” 6 So the Israelites
remained stripped of their jewelry from Mount Horeb
onward.

7Now Moses took a tentand pitcheditoutside the camp,
atadistance from the camp; he called it the tent of meet-
ing. Anyone who wanted to consult the Lorb would go to
the tentof meeting that was outside the camp.8Whenev-
er Moses went out to the tent, all the people would stand
up, eachone atthe door of his tent, and they would watch
Moses untilhe entered the tent.9When Moses entered the
tent, the pillar of cloud would come down and remain at
the entrance to the tent, and the LOorRD would speak with
Moses. 10 As all the people saw the pillar of cloud remain-
ing at the entrance to the tent, they would stand up, then
bow inworship, each one atthe door of his tent. " The LorD
would speak with Moses face to face, justas aman speaks
with his friend, then Moses would return to the camp. His
assistant, the young man Joshua son of Nun, would not
leave the inside of the tent.

12 |Mloses said to the LORD, “Look, you have told me, ‘Lead
this people up,’ but you have notlet me know whom you
will send with me. You said, ' know you by name, and you
have also found favor with me. 13 Now if | have indeed
found favor with you, please teach me your ways, and | will
knowyou, so thatImay find favor with you. Now consider
that this nation is your people.”

14 And he replied, “My presence will go with you, and
| will give you rest.”

15" [fyour presence does not go,” Moses responded to
him,“don’tmake us go up from here. 6 How will itbe known
that | and your people have found favor with you unless
you go with us? | and your people will be distinguished
by this from all the other people on the face of the earth.”

7The LorD answered Moses, “I will do this very thing
you have asked, for you have found favor with me, and |
know you by name.”

18Then Moses said, “Please, let me see your glory.”

19 He said, "l will cause allmy goodness to pass in front
ofyou, and | will proclaim the name‘the Lorp’ before you.
I willbe gracious to whom | will be gracious, and | will have
compassion on whom | will have compassion.” 20 But he
added, “You cannot see my face, for humans cannot see
me and live.” 21The Lorp said, “Here is a place near me.
You are to stand on the rock, 22and when my glory pass-
es by, | will put you in the crevice of the rock and cover
youwith my hand untill have passed by.23Then | will take
my hand away, and you will see my back, but my face will
notbeseen.”

3 The Lorp said to Moses, “Cut two stone tablets like

the first ones, and | will write on them the words
that were on the first tablets, which you broke. 2 Be pre-
pared by morning. Come up Mount Sinai in the morning
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and stand before me on the mountaintop.3 No one may go
up with you; in fact, no one should be seen anywhere on
the mountain. Even the flocks and herds are not to graze
in front of that mountain.”

4Moses cut two stone tabletslike the firstones. He got
up early in the morning, and taking the two stone tablets
in his hand, he climbed Mount Sinai, just as the LORD had
commanded him.

5The Lorb came downinacloud, stood with him there,
and proclaimed hisname, “the Lorp.” ¢ The LORD passed in
front of him and proclaimed:

The LorD —the LORD is a compassionate and

gracious God, slow to anger and abounding in

faithfullove and truth, ? maintaining faithful love to

athousand generations, forgiving iniquity, rebellion,

and sin. But he will notleave the guilty unpunished,

bringing the fathers' iniquity on the children and

grandchildren to the third and fourth generation.

8Mosesimmediately kneltlow on the ground and wor-
shiped.®Then hesaid, “My Lord, if | have indeed found fa-
vorwithyou, my Lord, please go with us (even though this
is a stiff-necked people), forgive our iniquity and our sin,
and accept us as your own possession.”

10 And the LorD responded: “Look, | am making a cov-
enant. | will perform wonders in the presence of all your
people that have never been done in the whole earth or
in any nation. All the people you live among will see the
Lorb’s work, for what | am doing with you is awe-inspir-
ing. " Observe what | command you today. | am going to
drive out before you the Amorites, Canaanites, Hethites,
Perizzites, Hivites, and Jebusites. 2 Be careful not to make
atreaty with the inhabitants of the land that you are go-
ing to enter; otherwise, they will become a snare among
you. 1B Instead, you must tear down their altars, smash
their sacred pillars, and chop down their Asherah poles.
14Because the LORD is jealous for his reputation, you are
never to bow down to another god. He is a jealous God.

15"Do not make a treaty with the inhabitants of the
land, or else when they prostitute themselves with their
gods and sacrifice to their gods, they will invite you, and
you will eat their sacrifices. € Then you will take some of
theirdaughters as brides foryour sons.Their daughters will
prostitute themselves with theirgods and cause your sons
to prostitute themselves with their gods.

17"Do not make cast images of gods for yourselves.

18"Observe the Festival of Unleavened Bread. You are
to eat unleavened bread for seven days at the appointed
time in the month of Abib, as | commanded you, for you
came out of Egypt in the month of Abib.

19"The firstoorn male from every womb belongs to me,
including all your male livestock, the firstborn of cattle or
sheep.29You may redeem the firstborn ofadonkey witha
sheep, butifyoudonotredeemit, break its neck.You must
redeem all the firstborn of your sons. No one is to appear
before me empty-handed.

21"You are to labor six days but you must rest on the
seventh day; you must even rest during plowing and har-
vesting times.

22"(Qpserve the Festival of Weeks with the firstfruits of
the wheat harvest, and the Festival of Ingathering at the
turn of the agricultural year. 2 Three times a year all your
males are to appear before the Lord Gop, the God of Is-
rael. 24 For | will drive out nations before you and enlarge
your territory. No one will covetyourland when you go up
three times a year to appear before the LorRD your God.
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25"Do not present the blood for my sacrifice with any-
thingleavened.The sacrifice of the Passover Festival must
notremain until morning.

26"Bring the best firstfruits of your land to the house
of the Lorb your God.

“You must not boil ayoung goat in its mother's milk.”

27The Lorp also said to Moses, “Write down these words,
forlhave made acovenantwithyou andwith Israel based
on these words.”

28 Moses was there with the LorD forty days and for-
ty nights; he did not eat food or drink water. He wrote
the Ten Commandments, the words of the covenant, on
the tablets.

29 As Moses descended from Mount Sinai— with the
two tablets of the testimony in hishands as he descended
the mountain— he did notrealize that the skin of his face
shone as a result of his speaking with the LorDp. 3When
Aaron and all the Israelites saw Moses, the skin of his face
shone! They were afraid to come near him. 3'But Moses
called outto them, so Aaron and all the leaders of the com-
munity returned to him, and Moses spoke to them. 32 Af-
terward all the Israelites came near, and he commanded
them to do everything the LORD had told him on Mount
Sinai. 33When Moses had finished speaking with them,
he put a veil over his face. 34 But whenever Moses went
before the LoRD to speak with him, he would remove the
veiluntilhe came out. After he came out, he would tell the
Israelites what he had been commanded, 3% and the Isra-
elites would see that Moses's face was radiant.Then Mo-
ses would put the veil over his face again until he went to
speak with the LORD.

3 Moses assembled the entire Israelite community

and said to them, “These are the things that the
LorD has commanded you to do: 2 For six days work is to
bedone, buton the seventh dayyou aretohaveaholy day,
aSabbath of complete rest to the LORD. Anyone who does
work on it must be executed.3 Do notlightafire in any of
your homes on the Sabbath day.”

4Then Moses said to the entire Israelite community,
“This is what the LoRD has commanded: 3 Take up an of-
feringamong you for the LoRD. Let everyone whose heart
is willing bring this as the LorD's offering: gold, silver,and
bronze;¢blue, purple, and scarletyarn; finelinen and goat
hair; 7ram skins dyed red and fine leather; acacia wood;
8 oil for the light; spices for the anointing oil and for the
fragrant incense;  and onyx with gemstones to mount
on the ephod and breastpiece.

10" etall the skilled artisans among you come and make
everything that the LorRD has commanded: 1 the taber-
nacle—its tentand covering, its clasps and supports, its
crossbars, its pillars and bases; 12the ark with its poles,
the mercy seat, and the curtain for the screen; 3 the table
with its poles, all its utensils, and the Bread of the Pres-
ence;thelampstand forlightwithits utensils andlamps
as well as the oil for the light; 5 the altar of incense with
its poles; the anointing oil and the fragrant incense; the
entryway screen for the entrance to the tabernacle; ' the
altar of burnt offering with its bronze grate, its poles, and
allits utensils; the basin with its stand; 7 the hangings of
the courtyard, its posts and bases, and the screen for the
gate of the courtyard; 8 the tent pegs for the tabernacle
andthetentpegs forthe courtyard, along with theirropes;
9 and the specially woven garments for ministeringin the
sanctuary —the holy garments for the priest Aaron and
the garments for his sons to serve as priests.”
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20Then the entire Israelite community left Moses's pres-
ence. 2 Everyone whose heart was moved and whose spirit
prompted him came and brought an offering to the LorD
forthe work onthe tentof meeting, for allits services, and
for the holy garments. 22 Both men and women came; all
who had willing hearts brought brooches, earrings, rings,
necklaces, and all kinds of gold jewelry — everyone who
presented a presentation offering of gold to the LorRD. 23 Ev-
eryone who possessed blue, purple, or scarletyarn, finelin-
enorgoathair,ram skins dyed red or fineleather, brought
them. 24 Everyone making an offering of silver or bronze
brought it as a contribution to the Lorb. Everyone who
possessed acacia wood useful for any task in the work
broughtit.25 Every skilled woman spunyarn with her hands
and broughtit: blue, purple, and scarletyarn, and finelin-
en.26 And all the women whose hearts were moved spun
the goat hair by virtue of their skill. 2 The leaders brought
onyx and gemstones to mount on the ephod and breast-
piece, 28 as well as the spice and oil for the light, for the
anointing oil, and for the fragrant incense. 2 So the Isra-
elites brought a freewill offering to the LORD, all the men
andwomen whose hearts prompted them to bring some-
thing for all the work that the Lorp, through Moses, had
commanded to be done.

30 Moses then said to the Israelites: “Look, the LORD
has appointed by name Bezalel son of Uri, son of Hur,
of the tribe of Judah. 31 He has filled him with God's
Spirit, with wisdom, understanding, and ability in ev-
ery kind of craft 32to design artistic works in gold, sil-
ver, and bronze, 33 to cut gemstones for mounting, and
to carve wood for work in every kind of artistic craft.
34He has also given both him and Oholiab son of Ahis-
amach, of the tribe of Dan, the ability to teach others.
35 He has filled them with skill to do all the work of a
gem cutter; a designer; an embroiderer in blue, pur-
ple, and scarlet yarn and fine linen; and a weaver. They
can do every kind of craft and design artistic designs.
3 Bezalel, Oholiab, and all the skilled people are to

work based on everything the LorD has command-
ed.The LorD has given them wisdom and understanding to
know how to do all the work of constructing the sanctuary.”

250 Mosessummoned Bezalel, Oholiab, and every skilled
person in whose heart the LorD had placed wisdom, all
whose hearts moved them, to come to the work and do
it.3Theytook from Moses's presence all the contributions
that the Israelites had brought for the task of making the
sanctuary.Meanwhile, the people continued to bring free-
will offerings morning after morning.

4Then all the artisans who were doing all the work for
the sanctuary came one by one from the work they were
doing 5 and said to Moses, “The people are bringing more
than is needed for the construction of the work the LoRD
commanded to be done.”

6 After Moses gave an order, they sent a proclamation
throughout the camp: “Let no man or woman make any-
thing else as an offering for the sanctuary.” So the people
stopped.’The materials were sufficient for them to do all
the work.There was more than enough.

8 All the skilled artisans among those doing the work
made the tabernacle with ten curtains. Bezalelmade them
offinely spunlinen, as wellas blue, purple, and scarletyarn,
withadesign of cherubim worked into them.® Each curtain
was forty-two feetlong and six feet wide; all the curtains
had the same measurements. ' He joined five of the cur-
tains to each other, and the other five curtains he joined
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to each other. ™ He made loops of blue yarn on the edge
of the last curtain in the first set and did the same on the
edge of the outermost curtain in the second set.’2He made
fifty loops on the one curtain and fifty loops on the edge
of the curtain in the second set, so that the loops lined
up with each other. 13 He also made fifty gold clasps and
joined the curtains to each other, so that the tabernacle
became asingle unit.

4 He made curtains of goat hair for atentover the tab-
ernacle; he made eleven of them. 1 Each curtain was for-
ty-five feetlong and six feet wide. All eleven curtains had
the same measurements. ' He joined five of the curtains
together, and the other six together.” He made fifty loops
on the edge of the outermost curtain in the first set and
fiftyloops on the edge of the corresponding curtainin the
second set. '8 He made fifty bronze clasps to join the tent
together as a single unit. 1 He also made a covering for
the tent from ram skins dyed red and a covering of fine
leather on top of it.

20 He made upright supports of acacia wood for the
tabernacle.2' Each supportwas fifteen feetlong and twen-
ty-seveninches wide. 22 Each supporthad two tenons for
joining one to another. He did the same for all the supports
of the tabernacle. 23 He made supports for the tabernacle
as follows: twenty for the south side, 24 and he made forty
silver bases to put under the twenty supports, two bases
under the first support for its two tenons, and two bases
under each of the following supports for their two tenons;
25 for the second side of the tabernacle, the north side,
he made twenty supports, 26 with their forty silver bas-
es, two bases under the first support and two bases un-
der each of the following ones; 27 and for the back of the
tabernacle, on the west side, he made six supports. 28 He
also made two additional supports for the two back cor-
ners of the tabernacle. 22 They were paired at the bottom
andjoined togetheratthetopinasinglering.Thisis what
he did with both of them for the two corners. 30 So there
were eight supports with their sixteen silver bases, two
bases under each one.

31He made five crossbars of acacia wood for the sup-
ports on one side of the tabernacle, 32 five crossbars for
the supports on the other side of the tabernacle, and five
crosshars for those at the back of the tabernacle on the
west. 33 He made the central crossbar run through the
middle of the supports from one end to the other. 34 He
overlaid them with gold and made their rings out of gold
as holders for the crossbars. He also overlaid the cross-
bars with gold.

35Then he made the curtain with blue, purple, and
scarlet yarn, and finely spun linen. He made it with a
design of cherubim worked into it. 3¢ He made four pil-
lars of acacia wood for it and overlaid them with gold;
their hooks were of gold. And he cast four silver bases
for the pillars.

37Hemade ascreen embroidered with blue, purple, and
scarletyarn, and finely spun linen for the entrance to the
tent, 38 together with its five pillars and their hooks. He
overlaid the tops of the pillars and their bands with gold,
but their five bases were bronze.

3 Bezalel made the ark of acacia wood, forty-five

incheslong, twenty-seveninches wide, and twenty-
seven inches high. 2He overlaid it with pure gold inside
and out and made a gold molding all around it. 3 He cast
fourgoldrings forit, forits four feet, tworings on one side
andtworings on the otherside.# He made poles of acacia
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wood and overlaid them with gold.5 He inserted the poles
into the rings on the sides of the ark for carrying the ark.

6He made a mercy seat of pure gold, forty-five inches
long and twenty-seven inches wide.” He made two cher-
ubim of gold; he made them of hammered work at the two
ends of the mercy seat, 8 one cherub at one end and one
cherub at the other end. At each end, he made a cherub
of one piece with the mercy seat.? They had wings spread
out. They faced each other and covered the mercy seat
with their wings. The faces of the cherubim were looking
toward the mercy seat.

10 He constructed the table of acacia wood, thirty-six
incheslong, eighteeninches wide, and twenty-seveninch-
es high. "He overlaid it with pure gold and made a gold
molding all around it. 2 He made a three-inch frame all
around itand made a gold molding all around its frame.
13 He cast four gold rings for it and attached the rings to
the four corners at its four legs. 14 The rings were next to
the frame as holders for the poles to carry the table. s He
made the poles for carrying the table from acacia wood
and overlaid them with gold. 16 He also made the uten-
sils that would be on the table out of pure gold: its plates
and cups, as well as its bowls and pitchers for pouring
drink offerings.

7Then he made the lampstand out of pure hammered
gold. He made it all of one piece: its base and shaft, its or-
namental cups, and its buds and petals. 18 Six branches
extended from its sides, three branches of the lampstand
from one side and three branches of the lampstand from
the otherside.®There were three cups shaped like almond
blossoms, each with abud and petals, on one branch, and
three cups shaped like almond blossoms, each with a bud
and petals, on the next branch. It was this way for the six
branches thatextended from thelampstand.2°There were
four cups shaped like almond blossoms on the lampstand
shaftalong with its buds and petals. 2! For the six branch-
es that extended from it, a bud was under the first pair of
branches fromit,abud underthe second pair of branches
fromit,and a bud under the third pair of branches fromit.
22Their buds and branches were of one piece with it. All
of itwas a single hammered piece of pure gold. 23 He also
madeits sevenlamps, snuffers, and firepans of pure gold.
24He made it and all its utensils of seventy-five pounds
of pure gold.

25He made the altar of incense out of acacia wood.
It was square, eighteen inches long and eighteen inches
wide; it was thirty-six inches high. Its horns were of one
piece with it. 26 He overlaid it, its top, all around its sides,
and its horns with pure gold. Then he made a gold mold-
ingallaroundit.2” He made two gold rings for it under the
molding ontwo of its sides; he putthese on opposite sides
ofitto be holders for the poles to carry it with.28 He made
the poles of acacia wood and overlaid them with gold.

29 He also made the holy anointing oiland the pure, fra-
grant, and expertly blended incense.

3 Bezalel constructed the altar of burnt offering from

acaciawood. [twas square, 7 V2 feetlong and 7 %2
feetwide, and was 4 2 feethigh.2 He made horns foriton
its four corners; the horns were of one piece with it. Then
he overlaid it with bronze.

3 He made all the altar's utensils: the pots, shovels, ba-
sins, meat forks, and firepans; he made all its utensils of
bronze. 4 He constructed for the altar a grate of bronze
mesh under its ledge, halfway up from the bottom. 5 He
cast four rings at the four corners of the bronze grate as
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holders for the poles.® He made the poles of acacia wood
and overlaid them with bronze.?Then he inserted the poles
into the rings on the sides of the altar in order to carry it
with them. He constructed the altar with boards so that
itwas hollow.

8He made the bronze basin and its stand from the
bronze mirrors of the women who served at the entrance
to the tent of meeting.

9Then he made the courtyard.The hangings on the south
side of the courtyard were of finely spunlinen, 150 feetlong,
0including their twenty posts and their twenty bronze bas-
es, with silver hooks and silver bands for the posts. "The
hangingsonthe north side were also 150 feetlong, includ-
ing theirtwenty posts and twenty bronze bases. The hooks
and bands of the posts were silver. 2The hangings on the
west side were 75 feetlong, including their ten posts and
their ten bases, with silver hooks and silver bands for the
posts. 13 And for the east side toward the sunrise, 75 feet
long, 14 the hangings on one side of the gate were 22>
feet, including their three posts and their three bases. s It
was the same for the other side of the courtyard gate. The
hangings were 22 ' feet, including their three posts and
theirthree bases. Allthe hangings around the courtyard
were of finely spun linen. 7The bases for the posts were
bronze; the hooks and bands of the posts were silver; and
the plating for the tops of the posts was silver. All the posts
of the courtyard were banded with silver.

8The screen for the gate of the courtyard was made of
finely spunlinen, expertly embroidered with blue, purple,
and scarlet yarn. It was 30 feet long, and like the hang-
ings of the courtyard, 7 ' feet high. It had four posts
with their four bronze bases. Their hooks were silver, and
their top plating and their bands weresilver.20 All the tent
pegs for the tabernacle and for the surrounding court-
yard were bronze.

21This is the inventory for the tabernacle, the taberna-
cle of the testimony, that was recorded at Moses's com-
mand. It was the work of the Levites under the direction
of Ithamar son of Aaron the priest. 22 Bezalel son of Uri,
son of Hur, of the tribe of Judah, made everything that
the Lorp commanded Moses. 22 With him was Oholiab
son of Ahisamach, of the tribe of Dan, a gem cutter, a de-
signer, and an embroiderer with blue, purple, and scarlet
yarn, and finelinen.

24 AJl the gold of the presentation offering that was
used for the project in all the work on the sanctuary, was
2,193 pounds, according to the sanctuary shekel. 25The
silver from those of the community who were registered
was 7,544 pounds, according to the sanctuary shekel—
26 gne-fifth of an ounce per man, that is, half a shekel ac-
cording to the sanctuary shekel, from everyone twenty
years old or more who had crossed over to the registered
group, 603,550 men. 2’ There were 7,500 pounds of silver
used to cast the bases of the sanctuary and the bases of
the curtain—one hundred bases from 7,500 pounds, 75
pounds for each base. 26With the remaining 44 pounds
he made the hooks for the posts, overlaid their tops, and
supplied bands for them.

29The bronze of the presentation offering totaled 5,310
pounds. 3 He made with it the bases for the entrance to
the tentof meeting, the bronze altar and its bronze grate,
all the utensils for the altar, 31the bases for the surround-
ing courtyard, the bases for the gate of the courtyard, all
the tent pegs for the tabernacle, and all the tent pegs for
the surrounding courtyard.
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3 They made specially woven garments for ministry
inthe sanctuary, and the holy garments for Aaron
fromthe blue, purple, andscarletyarn, justas the Lorp had
commanded Moses.
2Bezalel made the ephod of gold, of blue, purple, and
scarlet yarn, and of finely spun linen. 3They hammered
out thin sheets of gold, and he cut threads from them to
interweave with the blue, purple, and scarlet yarn, and
the fine linen in a skillful design. 4They made shoulder
pieces for attaching it; it was joined together at its two
edges. 5The artistically woven waistband that was on
the ephod was of one piece with the ephod, according
to the same workmanship of gold, of blue, purple, and
scarletyarn,and of finely spunlinen, justas the Lorp had
commanded Moses.
6Then they mounted the onyx stones surrounded with
gold filigree settings, engraved with the names of Israel’s
sons as a gem cutter engraves a seal.” He fastened them
on the shoulder pieces of the ephod as memorial stones
forthelsraelites, justas the LORD had commanded Moses.
8He also made the embroidered breastpiece with the
same workmanship as the ephod of gold, of blue, purple,
and scarletyarn, and of finely spunlinen.®They made the
breastpiece square and folded double, nine inches long
and nineinches wide. °They mounted four rows of gem-
stonesonit.
Thefirstrow was
arow of carnelian, topaz, and emerald;
" thesecond row,
aturquoise, alapis lazuli, and a diamond;
12 thethird row,
ajacinth, an agate, and an amethyst;
3 andthe fourth row,
aberyl, anonyx, and a jasper.
They were surrounded with gold filigree in their settings.
14The twelve stones corresponded to the names of Is-
rael's sons. Each stone was engraved like a seal with one
of the names of the twelve tribes.
5They made braided chains of pure gold cord for the
breastpiece. 6 They also fashioned two gold filigree set-
tings and two gold rings and attached the two rings to
its two corners. 7Then they attached the two gold cords
to the two gold rings on the corners of the breastpiece.
18They attached the other ends of the two cords to the
two filigree settings, and in this way they attached them
to the ephod’s shoulder pieces in front. ® They made two
other gold rings and put them at the two other corners of
the breastpiece on the edge that is next to the inner bor-
der of the ephod. 20They made two more gold rings and
attached them to the bottom of the ephod’s two shoulder
pieces on its front, close to its seam, above the ephod’s
woven waistband. ' Then they tied the breastpiece from
itsrings to therings of the ephod with a cord of blue yarn,
sothatthe breastpiece was above the ephod's waistband
and did not come loose from the ephod. They did just as
the LorD had commanded Moses.
22They made the woven robe of the ephod entirely of
blueyarn.23There was an openingin the center of the robe
like that of body armor with a collar around the opening
so that it would not tear. 24They made pomegranates of
finely spun blue, purple, and scarletyarn on thelower hem
of the robe. 25They made bells of pure gold and attached
thebells between the pomegranates, allaround the hem of
therobe between the pomegranates, 26 abelland a pome-
granate alternating all around the lower hem of the robe
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SETTING UP THE TABERNACLE

to be worn for ministry. They made it just as the Lorb had
commanded Moses.

27They made the tunics of fine woven linen for Aar-
on and his sons. 28They made the turban and the ornate
headbands of finelinen, thelinen undergarments of fine-
ly spun linen, 22 and the sash of finely spun linen expertly
embroidered with blue, purple, and scarlet yarn.They did
just as the Lorp had commanded Moses.

30They made amedallion, the holy diadem, out of pure
goldandwroteonitaninscriptionlike theengravingona
seal:HoLY TO THE LORD.31They attached a cord of blue yarn
toitinorderto mountitontheturban,justasthe LorD had
commanded Moses.

3250 all the work for the tabernacle, the tent of meet-
ing, was finished.The Israelites did everything just as the
LorD had commanded Moses. 33 They brought the taber-
nacle to Moses: the tentwith all its furnishings, its clasps,
its supports, its crossbars, and its pillars and bases; 34 the
covering of ram skins dyed red and the covering of fine
leather; the curtain for the screen; 35 the ark of the testi-
mony with its poles and the mercy seat; 3¢ the table, all its
utensils, and the Bread of the Presence; 37 the pure gold
lampstand, with its lamps arranged and all its utensils, as
well as the oil for the light; 38 the gold altar; the anointing
oil;the fragrantincense; the screen for the entrance to the
tent; 39 the bronze altar withits bronze grate, its poles, and
allits utensils; the basin with its stand; 40 the hangings of
the courtyard, its posts and bases, the screen for the gate
ofthe courtyard, itsropes and tent pegs, and all the furnish-
ings forthe service of the tabernacle, the tent of meeting;
41and the specially woven garments for ministeringin the
sanctuary, the holy garments for the priest Aaron and the
garments for his sons to serve as priests. 42The Israelites
had done all the work according to everything the LORD
had commanded Moses. 43 Moses inspected all the work
they had accomplished. They had done just as the LORD
commanded.Then Moses blessed them.

4 The LorD spoke to Moses:2"You are to set up the
tabernacle, the tentof meeting, on thefirstday of

the first month. 3 Put the ark of the testimony there and
screen off the ark with the curtain.4Thenbringin the table
and lay out its arrangement; also bring in the lampstand
and set up its lamps. 5 Place the gold altar for incense in
frontof the ark of the testimony. Put up the screen for the
entrance to the tabernacle. Position the altar of burnt of-
feringinfrontofthe entrancetothe tabernacle, the tentof
meeting.” Place thebasin between the tentof meeting and
the altar, and put water in it. 8 Assemble the surrounding
courtyardandhangthe screen for the gate of the courtyard.
9"Take the anointing oiland anoint the tabernacle and
everythinginit; consecrateitalong withallits furnishings so
thatitwillbe holy.'® Anointthe altar of burnt offeringand
allits utensils; consecrate the altar so thatit will be especial-
ly holy.1 Anointthe basin and its stand and consecrate it.
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12"Then bring Aaron and his sons to the entrance to
the tent of meeting and wash them with water. 3 Clothe
Aaron with the holy garments, anoint him, and conse-
crate him, so that he can serve me as a priest. * Have his
sons come forward and clothe them in tunics. 5 Anoint
them just as you anointed their father, so that they may
also serve me as priests. Their anointing will serve to in-
augurate a permanent priesthood for them throughout
their generations.”

16 Moses did everything just as the LORD had command-
edhim.”Thetabernacle wassetupin the firstmonth ofthe
secondyear, on thefirstday of the month. '8 Moses setup
thetabernacle:Helaid its bases, positioned its supports, in-
sertedits crossbars,andsetupits pillars. ' Then he spread
the tent over the tabernacle and put the covering of the
tenton top of it, justas the Lorb had commanded Moses.

20 Moses took the testimony and placed it in the ark,
and attached the poles to the ark. He set the mercy seat
ontopoftheark.2'Hebroughtthearkinto the tabernacle,
putup the curtain for the screen, and screened off the ark
of the testimony, just as the LorRD had commanded him.

22Moses placed the table in the tent of meeting on the
north side of the tabernacle, outside the curtain.23He ar-
ranged the bread on it before the LORD, just as the LORD
had commanded him.24He put thelampstand in the tent
of meeting opposite the table on the southside of the tab-
ernacle2s and setup thelamps before the Lorp, justas the
LorD had commanded him.

26 Moses installed the gold altar in the tent of meeting,
in front of the curtain, 27 and burned fragrant incense on
it, just as the Lorp had commanded him. 28 He put up the
screen at the entrance to the tabernacle. 2° He placed the
altar of burnt offering at the entrance to the tabernacle,
thetentof meeting, and offered the burnt offering andthe
grain offeringonit, justas the Loro had commanded him.

30 He set the basin between the tent of meeting and
the altar and put water in it for washing. 3 Moses, Aaron,
and his sons washed their hands and feet from it. 32They
washed whenever they came to the tentof meeting and ap-
proachedthe altar, justas the Lorb had commanded Moses.

33 Next Moses setup the surrounding courtyard for the
tabernacle and the altarand hung a screen for the gate of
the courtyard. So Moses finished the work.

34The cloud covered the tent of meeting, and the glory
of the LoRb filled the tabernacle. 35 Moses was unable to
enter the tent of meeting because the cloud rested on it,
and the glory of the Loro filled the tabernacle.

36The Israelites set out whenever the cloud was taken
up from the tabernacle throughout all the stages of their
journey.371f the cloud was not taken up, they did not set
out until the day it was taken up. 38 For the cloud of the
LorD was over the tabernacle by day, and there was a fire
inside the cloud by night, visible to the entire house of Is-
rael throughout all the stages of their journey.
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LEVITICUS

Then the Lorp summoned Moses and spoke to him

from the tentof meeting:2"Speak to the Israelites and
tell them:When any of you brings an offering to the LorRD
from the livestock, you may bring your offering from the
herd or the flock.

3"|fhis offering is aburntoffering from the herd, heis to
bring an unblemished male. He will bringitto the entrance
to the tent of meeting so that he may be accepted by the
Lorp.4Heis tolay his hand on the head of the burnt offer-
ingsoitcanbeaccepted on hisbehalfto make atonement
for him.5 He is to slaughter the bull before the LorD; Aar-
on's sons the priests are to present the blood and splatter
itonallsides of the altar that is at the entrance to the tent
of meeting.éThen heis to skin the burntoffering and cutit
into pieces.”’The sons of Aaron the priestwill prepare afire
on the altar and arrange wood on the fire. 8 Aaron’s sons
thepriests areto arrange the pieces, the head, and the fat
on top of the burning wood on the altar.°The offerer is to
wash its entrails and legs with water. Then the priest will
burnallofitonthe altar as a burntoffering, afire offering
of apleasing aroma to the LORD.

10"Butif his offering for aburntoffering is from the flock,
from sheep orgoats, heis to presentan unblemished male.
11 He will slaughter it on the north side of the altar before
the LoRD. Aaron's sons the priests will splatter its blood
against the altar on all sides. 12 He will cut the animal into
pieces withits head andits fat, and the priestwillarrange
them on top of the burning wood on the altar. 13 But he is
to wash the entrails and legs with water. The priest will
then present all of it and burn it on the altar; itis a burnt
offering, a fire offering of a pleasing aroma to the LORD.

14"|f his offering to the LORD is a burnt offering of birds,
heistopresent his offering from the turtledoves oryoung
pigeons.’Thenthe priestis to bringitto the altar, and will
twist off its head and burniton the altar; its blood should
be drained at the side of the altar. 6 He will remove its di-
gestive tract, cutting off the tail feathers, and throw it on
the east side of the altar at the place for ashes. 77 He will
tear it open by its wings without dividing the bird. Then
the priest is to burn it on the altar on top of the burning
wood. It is a burnt offering, a fire offering of a pleasing
aroma to the Lorp.

"When anyone presents a grain offering as an offering
to the LoRo, it is to consist of fine flour. He is to pour

olive oil on it, put frankincense on it, 2and bring it to Aar-
on'’s sons the priests. The priest will take a handful of fine
flourand oil fromit, along with allits frankincense, and will
burnthis memorial portion of iton the altar, a fire offering
ofapleasing aromato the LoRD. 3 But the rest of the grain
offering will belong to Aaron and his sons; itis the holiest
part of the fire offerings to the LoRD.

4"\When you present a grain offering baked in an oven,
itistobe made of fine flour, either unleavened cakes mixed
with oil or unleavened wafers coated with oil.3 If your offer-
ing is a grain offering prepared on a griddle, itis to be un-
leavened bread made of fine flour mixed with oil. 6 Break it
into pieces and pour oil on it; it is a grain offering. ” If your
offeringis agrain offeringpreparedinapan, itis tobe made
offine flour with oil. 2When you bring to the LoRD the grain
offering made in any of these ways, it is to be presented to
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the priest, and he will take it to the altar.° The priest will re-
move the memorial portion from the grain offering and burn
itonthealtar, afire offering ofa pleasing aromato the LoRD.
10 Buttherestofthegrain offering willbelong to Aaron and
hissons;itis the holiest part of the fire offerings to the LorD.

1"No grain offering that you present to the LorD is to
be made with yeast, for you are not to burn any yeast or
honey as a fire offering to the LORD. 12You may present
them to the LORD as an offering of firstfruits, but they are
not to be offered on the altar as a pleasing aroma. 3You
are to season each of your grain offerings with salt; you
mustnotomitfromyour grain offering the salt of the cov-
enantwith your God. You are to present salt with each of
your offerings.

14"|f you present a grain offering of firstfruits to the
LoRrp, you are to present fresh heads of grain, crushed ker-
nels, roasted on thefire, foryour grain offering of firstfruits.
5You are toputoil and frankincense onit; itis agrain offer-
ing.6The priestwill then burnsome of its crushed kernels
and oilwith allits frankincense as afire offering to the LoRD.
3 “If his offering is a fellowship sacrifice, and he is pre-

senting an animal from the herd, whether male or fe-

male, heisto presentone withoutblemish before the LoRD.
2Heistolay his hand on the head of his offering and slaugh-
ter it at the entrance to the tent of meeting. Then Aaron’s
sons the priests will splatter the blood on all sides of the
altar. 3 He will present part of the fellowship sacrifice as a
fire offering to the LorD: the fat surrounding the entrails, all
thefatthatisontheentrails, 4 and the two kidneys with the
faton them attheloins; he will also remove the fatty lobe
of theliver with the kidneys. 3 Aaron’s sons will burn it on
the altar along with the burnt offering thatis on the burn-
ing wood, a fire offering of a pleasing aroma to the LORD.

6"f his offering as a fellowship sacrifice to the LORD is
from the flock, he is to present a male or female without
blemish.?If he is presenting a lamb for his offering, he is
to present it before the LORD. 8 He must lay his hand on
the head of his offering, then slaughter it before the tent
of meeting. Aaron’s sons will splatter its blood on all sides
ofthealtar.? He will then present part of the fellowship sac-
rifice as a fire offering to the LORD consisting of its fatand
the entire fat tail, which he is to remove close to the back-
bone.He willalso remove the fat surrounding the entrails,
allthe faton the entrails, 1 the two kidneys with the faton
them at theloins, and the fatty lobe of the liver above the
kidneys. " Then the priest will burn the food on the altar,
as afire offering to the LorD.

12"|f his offering is agoat, heis to present it before the
Lorp. 3 He must lay his hand on its head and slaughter it
before the tent of meeting. Aaron’s sons will splatter its
blood on all sides of the altar.  He will present part of his
offering as a fire offering to the Lorp: the fat surround-
ing the entrails, all the fat thatis on the entrails, > and the
two kidneys with the fat on them at the loins; he will also
remove the fatty lobe of theliver with the kidneys. 6 Then
the priest will burn the food on the altar, as a fire offering
forapleasing aroma.

"All fat belongs to the LorRD. 7 This is a permanent stat-
ute throughout your generations, wherever you live: you
must not eat any fat or any blood.”
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Then the LoRD spoke to Moses: 2“Tell the Israelites:
Whensomeonesins unintentionally againstany of the

Lorb's commands and does anything prohibited by them —

3"|fthe anointed priestsins, bringing guilton the people,
heis topresentto the LoRD ayoung, unblemished bullasa
sin offering for the sin he has committed. 4 He is to bring
the bull to the entrance to the tent of meeting before the
Lorp, lay his hand on the bull's head, and slaughter it be-
fore the LoRrD. *The anointed priest will then take some of
the bull's blood and bring it into the tent of meeting.6The
priest is to dip his finger in the blood and sprinkle some
of it seven times before the LoRD in front of the curtain
of the sanctuary.?The priest is to apply some of the blood
to the horns of the altar of fragrant incense that is before
the LorD in the tent of meeting. He must pour out the rest
of the bull's blood at the base of the altar of burnt offer-
ing thatis at the entrance to the tent of meeting. 8 Heis to
remove all the fat from the bull of the sin offering: the fat
surrounding the entrails, all the fat that is on the entrails,
9and the two kidneys with the faton them at theloins. He
willalsoremove the fatty lobe of theliver with the kidneys,
10jyst as the fat is removed from the ox of the fellowship
sacrifice. The priest is to burn them on the altar of burnt
offering. ™ But the hide of the bull and all its flesh, with its
head and legs, and its entrails and waste — "2 all the rest
of the bull— he must bring to a ceremonially clean place
outside the camp to the ash heap, and must burn iton a
wood fire. Itis to be burned at the ash heap.

13"Now if the whole community of Israel errs, and the
matter escapes the notice of the assembly, so that they
violate any of the LorD’s commands and incur guilt by do-
ing whatis prohibited, ' then the assembly must present
ayoung bull as a sin offering. They are to bring it before
the tent of meeting when the sin they have committed in
regard to the command becomes known. 3 The elders of
the community are tolay their hands on the bull's head be-
fore the LORD and it is to be slaughtered before the LORD.
16 The anointed priest will bring some of the bull's blood
into the tent of meeting. 7 The priestis to dip his finger in
the blood and sprinkle it seven times before the LORD in
front of the curtain. '8 He is to apply some of the blood to
the horns of the altar that is before the LORD in the tent of
meeting. He will pour out the rest of the blood at the base
of the altar of burnt offering thatis at the entrance to the
tent of meeting. 1 He is to remove all the fat from it and
burn it on the altar. 20 He is to offer this bull just as he did
with the bull in the sin offering; he will offer it the same
way. So the priest will make atonement on their behalf,
and they will be forgiven.21Then he will bring the bull out-
side the camp and burnitjustas he burned the firstbull. It
is the sin offering for the assembly.

22"\When aleader sinsand unintentionally violates any
of the commands of the LORD his God by doing what s pro-
hibited, andincurs guilt, 22 orsomeone informs him about
the sin he has committed, he is to bring an unblemished
male goatas his offering.24 Heis tolay his hand on the head
of the goat and slaughter it at the place where the burnt
offering s slaughtered before the LoRD. Itis a sin offering.
25Then the priestis to take some of the blood from the sin
offering with his finger and apply it to the horns of the al-
tar of burnt offering. The rest of its blood he is to pour out
at the base of the altar of burnt offering. 26 He must burn
allits faton the altar, like the fat of the fellowship sacrifice.
In this way the priest will make atonement on his behalf
for that person’s sin, and he will be forgiven.
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21"Now if any of the common people sins uninten-
tionally by violating one of the LorD’s commands, does
what is prohibited, and incurs guilt, 28 or if someone in-
forms him about the sin he has committed, then he is to
bring an unblemished female goat as his offering for the
sin that he has committed. 22 He is to lay his hand on the
head of the sin offering and slaughter it at the place of
the burntoffering.3°Then the priestis to take some of its
blood with his finger and apply it to the horns of the altar
of burnt offering. He is to pour out the rest of its blood at
the base of the altar. 3 He is to remove all its fat just as
thefatis removed from the fellowship sacrifice. The priest
istoburniton the altar as a pleasing aroma to the LorD.
In this way the priest will make atonement on his behalf,
and he will be forgiven.

32"Qrifthe offering that he brings as asin offering is a
lamb, he is to bring an unblemished female. 33 He is to lay
his hand on the head of the sin offering and slaughter it
as a sin offering at the place where the burnt offering is
slaughtered.34Thenthe priestis to take some of the blood
of the sin offering with his finger and apply it to the horns
of thealtarof burntoffering.Heis to pour outtherest ofits
blood at the base of the altar. 3 He is to remove all its fat
just as the fat of the lamb is removed from the fellowship
sacrifice. The priest will burn it on the altar along with the
fire offerings to the LORD. In this way the priest will make
atonement on his behalf for the sin he has committed,
and he will be forgiven.
“When someone sins in any of these ways:
If he has seen, heard, or known about something he
has witnessed, and did not respond to a public call to
testify, he will bear his iniquity.
20rif someone touches anything unclean—a
carcass of an unclean wild animal, or unclean
livestock, or an unclean swarming creature —
without being aware of it, he is unclean and incurs
guilt.
30rif he touches human uncleanness— any
uncleanness by which one can become defiled —
without being aware of it, butlater recognizesit, he
incurs guilt.
40rif someone swears rashly to do what is good
or evil— concerning anything a person may speak
rashly in an oath—without being aware of it, but
later recognizes it, he incurs guiltin such an instance.
5|fsomeoneincurs guiltin one of these cases, heis to con-
fesshe has committed thatsin.® He mustbring his penalty
forguiltfor the sin he has committed to the Lorp: afemale
lamb or goat from the flock as a sin offering. In this way
the priest will make atonement on his behalf for his sin.

7"Butifhe cannotafford an animal from the flock, then
hemay bring to the LorRD two turtledoves or two young pi-
geons as penalty for guilt for his sin—oneas asin offering
and the other as a burnt offering. 8 He is to bring them to
the priest, who will first present the one for the sin offer-
ing. Heis to twistits head at the back of the neck without
severingit.2 Then he will sprinkle some of the blood of the
sin offering on the side of the altar, while the rest of the
bloodis tobedrained outatthe base of the altar; itisasin
offering. 1 He will prepare the second bird as a burnt of-
fering according to the regulation. In this way the priest
willmake atonement on his behalf for the sin he has com-
mitted, and he will be forgiven.

1"Butifhe cannotafford two turtledoves or twoyoung
pigeons, he may bring two quarts of fine flour as an offering
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for his sin. He must not put olive oil or frankincense on it,
foritis asin offering.12He is to bring it to the priest, who
will take a handful fromitas its memorial portion and burn
it on the altar along with the fire offerings to the LoRD; it
is a sin offering. 3 In this way the priest will make atone-
ment on his behalf concerning the sin he has committed
in any of these cases, and he will be forgiven. The rest will
belong to the priest, like the grain offering.”

4Then the LoRD spoke to Moses: = “|f someone offends
by sinning unintentionally in regard to any of the LORD's
holy things, he mustbring his penalty for guilt to the LoRD:
anunblemished ram from the flock (based onyour assess-
mentofitsvalueinsilver shekels, according to the sanctu-
ary shekel) as a guilt offering. 6 He is to make restitution
forhissinregardingany holy thing, adding afifth of its val-
uetoit,and give it to the priest. Then the priest will make
atonementon his behalf with the ram of the guilt offering,
and he will be forgiven.

7"|fsomeonesins and withoutknowing it violates any
ofthe LorD’s commands concerning anything prohibited,
he is guilty, and he will bear his iniquity. 18 He must bring
an unblemished ram from the flock according to your as-
sessmentof its value as a guilt offering to the priest.Then
the priest will make atonement on his behalf for the error
he has committed unintentionally, and he will be forgiven.
9 |tisaguiltoffering; he isindeed guilty before the LorD."”

The Lorb spoke to Moses:2“When someonesins and
offends the LoRD by deceiving his neighborinregard to

adeposit, asecurity, or arobbery; or defrauds his neighbor;
3 orfinds somethinglostandlies aboutit; or swears falsely
about any of the sinful things a person may do— 4once
he has sinned and acknowledged his guilt—he must re-
turn what he stole or defrauded, or the deposit entrusted
to him, or the lost item he found, 5 or anything else about
which he swore falsely. He will make full restitution for it
and add a fifth of its value to it. He is to pay it to its own-
er on the day he acknowledges his guilt. Then he is to
bring his guilt offering to the LoRD: an unblemished ram
from the flock according to your assessment of its value
asaguiltoffering to the priest.” In this way the priest will
make atonementon his behalf before the LorD, and he will
be forgiven foranything he may have done toincur guilt.”

8The LorD spoke to Moses:?“Command Aaron and his
sons:This is the law of the burnt offering; the burnt offer-
ing itself must remain on the altar's hearth all night until
morning, while the fire of the altar is kept burning on it.
10The priest is to put on his linen robe and linen under-
garments. He is to remove the ashes of the burnt offering
thefire has consumed on the altar, and place them beside
the altar. "Then he will take off his garments, put on oth-
er clothes, and bring the ashes outside the camp to a cer-
emonially clean place. 2The fire on the altar is to be kept
burning; it must not go out. Every morning the priest will
burn wood on the fire. He is to arrange the burnt offering
on the fire and burn the fat portions from the fellowship
offerings on it. 13 Fire must be kept burning on the altar
continually; it must not go out.

14"Now this is the law of the grain offering: Aaron'’s
sons will present it before the LorD in front of the altar.
5The priest is to remove a handful of fine flour and olive
oilfrom the grain offering, with all the frankincense thatis
onthe offering,and burnits memorial portion on the altar
asapleasing aromato the LORD. 6 Aaron and his sons may
eattherestofit.Itistobe eateninthe form of unleavened
bread in a holy place; they are to eat it in the courtyard of
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the tent of meeting. 7 It must not be baked with yeast; |
have assigned it as their portion from my fire offerings. It
is especially holy, like the sin offering and the guilt offer-
ing."8 Any male among Aaron’s descendants may eatit. It
isapermanentportion throughoutyour generations from
the fire offerings to the LorD. Anything that touches the
offerings will become holy.”

19The LorD spoke to Moses: 20 “This is the offering that
Aaron and his sons are to present to the LorRD on the day
that he is anointed: two quarts of fine flour as a regular
grain offering, half of itin the morning and halfin the eve-
ning. 2!t is to be prepared with oil on a griddle; you are
to bring it well-kneaded. You are to present it as a grain
offering of baked pieces, a pleasing aroma to the LORD.
22The priest, who is one of Aaron’s sons and will be anoint-
ed to take his place, is to prepare it. [t must be complete-
ly burned as a permanent portion for the LoRD. 23 Every
grain offering for a priest will be a whole burnt offering;
itisnot to be eaten.”

24The LoRp spoke to Moses: 25 Tell Aaron and his sons:
This is the law of the sin offering. The sin offering is most
holy and must be slaughtered before the LoRD at the place
where the burntoffering is slaughtered.26 The priest who
offers it as a sin offering will eat it. It is to be eatenin a
holy place, in the courtyard of the tent of meeting. 2 Any-
thing that touches its flesh will become holy, and if any of
its blood spatters on a garment, then you mustwash that
garmentinaholy place.28 Aclay potin which the sin offer-
ing is boiled is to be broken; if itis boiled in a bronze ves-
sel, itis to be scoured and rinsed with water. 22 Any male
among the priests may eatit; itis especially holy.3° Butno
sinofferingmay be eaten ifits blood has been broughtinto
the tent of meeting to make atonementin the holy place;
itmust be burned.

“Now this is the law of the guilt offering; it is espe-

cially holy. 2The guilt offering is to be slaughtered at
the place where the burntofferingis slaughtered, and the
priest is to splatter its blood on all sides of the altar. 3The
offerer is to present all the fat from it: the fat tail, the fat
surrounding the entrails, 4 and the two kidneys with the
faton them attheloins; he will also remove the fatty lobe
of theliver with the kidneys. 5 The priest will burn them on
the altar as a fire offering to the Lorp; itis a guilt offering.
6 Any male among the priests may eat it. It is to be eaten
ina holy place; itis especially holy.

7"The guilt offering islike the sin offering; thelaw is the
same for both. It belongs to the priest who makes atone-
ment with it. 8 As for the priest who presents someone’s
burnt offering, the hide of the burnt offering he has pre-
sented belongs to him; it is the priest’s. ® Any grain offer-
ing that is baked in an oven or prepared in a pan or on a
griddle belongs to the priestwho presents it; itis his.© But
any grain offering, whether dry or mixed with oil, belongs
equally to all of Aaron's sons.

1"Now this is the law of the fellowship sacrifice that
someone may present to the LoRD: 2If he presents it for
thanksgiving, in addition to the thanksgiving sacrifice, he
istopresentunleavened cakes mixed with olive oil, unleav-
ened wafers coated with oil, and well-kneaded cakes of
fine flour mixed with oil. 3 He is to present as his offering
cakes ofleavened bread with his thanksgiving sacrifice of
fellowship.14 From the cakes heis to present one portion of
each offering as a contribution to the LoRb. It will belong
to the priest who splatters the blood of the fellowship of-
fering; itis his. 13 The meat of his thanksgiving sacrifice of
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fellowship must be eaten on the day he offers it; he may
notleave any of it untilmorning.

16" the sacrifice he offers is a vow or a freewill offer-
ing, itis to be eaten on the day he presents his sacrifice,
and what is left over may be eaten on the next day. 7 But
whatremains of the sacrificial meat by the third day must
be burned. 81f any of the meat of his fellowship sacrifice
is eaten on the third day, it will not be accepted. [t will not
be credited to the one who presents it; itis repulsive. The
person who eats any of it will bear his iniquity.

19" Meat that touches anything unclean must not be
eaten; itis to be burned. Everyone who is clean may eat
any other meat. 20 But the one who eats meat from the
Lorp’s fellowship sacrifice while he is unclean, that person
mustbe cutoff from his people.2' If someone touches any-
thing unclean, whether human uncleanness, an unclean
animal, or any unclean, abhorrentcreature, and eats meat
from the LORD's fellowship sacrifice, that person is to be
cut off from his people.”

22The Lorp spoke to Moses: 23 “Tell the Israelites: You
are not to eat any fat of an ox, a sheep, or a goat. 24The
fat of an animal that dies naturally or is mauled by wild
beasts may be used for any other purpose, but you must
not eatit. 25 If anyone eats animal fat from a fire offering
presented to the LORD, the person who eats it is to be cut
offfrom his people.26\Wherever youlive, you mustnot eat
theblood of any bird or animal. 2 Whoever eats any blood
is to be cut off from his people.”

28The LoRrD spoke to Moses: 22 “Tell the Israelites: The
one who presents a fellowship sacrifice to the Lorp is to
bring an offering to the LorD from his sacrifice.30 His own
hands will bring the fire offerings to the LorD. He will bring
the fat together with the breast. The breast is to be pre-
sented as a presentation offering before the LorD. 31The
priestistoburnthefatonthealtar,butthe breastbelongs
to Aaron and his sons.32You are to give the right thigh to
the priest as a contribution from your fellowship sacrific-
es.33The son of Aaron who presents the blood of the fel-
lowship offering and the fat will have the right thigh as a
portion. 34| have taken from the Israelites the breast of
the presentation offering and the thigh of the contribu-
tion from their fellowship sacrifices, and have assigned
them to the priest Aaron and to his sons as a permanent
portion from the Israelites.”

35This is the portion from the fire offerings to the LoRD
for Aaronand his sons since the day they were presented to
serve the LORD as priests.36 The LoRD commanded this to be
giventothembythe Israelites on the day he anointed them.
Itis apermanent portion throughout their generations.

37Thisis thelaw for the burnt offering, the grain offering,
thesin offering, the guilt offering, the ordination offering,
and the fellowship sacrifice, 38 which the LorRD command-
ed Moses on Mount Sinai on the day he commanded the
Israelites to present their offerings to the LorD in the Wil-
derness of Sinai.

The Lorp spoke to Moses:2“Take Aaron, his sons with

him, the garments, the anointing oil, the bull of the sin
offering, the tworams, and the basket of unleavened bread,
3 and assemble the whole community atthe entrance tothe
tentof meeting.” 4 So Moses did as the LoRD commanded
him, and the community assembled atthe entrance to the
tent of meeting. 5 Moses said to them, “This is what the
LorDp has commanded to be done.”

6Then Moses presented Aaron and his sons and washed
them with water.” He put the tunicon Aaron, wrapped the
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sash around him, clothed him with the robe, and put the
ephodon him. He putthe woven band of the ephod around
him and fastened it to him.8Then he put the breastpiece
onhimand placed the Urimand Thummim into the breast-
piece.? He also put the turban on his head and placed the
gold medallion, the holy diadem, on the front of the tur-
ban, as the Lorb had commanded Moses.

10Then Moses took the anointing oil and anointed the
tabernacle and everything in it to consecrate them. " He
sprinkled some of the oil on the altar seven times, anointing
the altarwith allits utensils, and the basin with its stand, to
consecrate them.2He poured some of the anointing oilon
Aaron’s head and anointed and consecrated him.3Then
Moses presented Aaron’s sons, clothed them with tunics,
wrapped sashes around them, and fastened headbands
on them, as the LorD had commanded Moses.

14Then he brought the bull near for the sin offering, and
Aaron and his sons|laid theirhands on the head of the bull
forthesinoffering.’>Then Moses slaughtered it, took the
blood, and applied it with his finger to the horns of the al-
taron allsides, purifying the altar. He poured out the blood
atthe base of the altar and consecrated it so that atone-
ment canbe made onit. "6 Moses took all the fat that was
on the entrails, the fatty lobe of the liver, and the two kid-
neys with their fat, and he burned them on the altar. 7 He
burned the bull with its hide, flesh, and waste outside the
camp, as the LorD had commanded Moses.

8Then he presented the ram for the burntoffering, and
Aaron and his sonslaid their hands on the head of theram.
19 Moses slaughtereditand splattered the blood on all sides
of the altar. 20 Moses cut the ram into pieces and burned
the head, the pieces, and the fat, 2! buthe washed the en-
trails and legs with water. He then burned the entire ram
on the altar. It was a burnt offering for a pleasing aroma,
afire offering to the LorD as he had commanded Moses.

22Next he presented the second ram, the ram of or-
dination, and Aaron and his sons laid their hands on the
head of the ram. 23 Moses slaughtered it, took some of its
blood, and putiton Aaron’s rightearlobe, on the thumb of
hisrighthand, and onthebig toe of his right foot.24 Moses
also presented Aaron’s sons and put some of the blood on
theirrightearlobes, on the thumbs of theirrighthands, and
on the big toes of their right feet. Then Moses splattered
the blood on all sides of the altar. 25 He took the fat—the
fattail, all the fat that was on the entrails, the fatty lobe of
the liver, and the two kidneys with their fat—as well as
the right thigh. 26 From the basket of unleavened bread
thatwas before the LORD he took one cake of unleavened
bread, one cake of bread made with oil, and one wafer, and
placed them on the fat portions and the right thigh. 27 He
put all these in the hands of Aaron and his sons and pre-
sented them before the LORD as a presentation offering.
28Then Moses took them from their hands and burned
them on the altar with the burnt offering. This was an or-
dination offering for a pleasing aroma, a fire offering to
the LoRD.2? He also took the breast and presented it before
the LORD as apresentation offering; itwas Moses's portion
of the ordination ram as the LorD had commanded him.

30Then Moses took some of the anointing oiland some
of the blood that was on the altar and sprinkled them on
Aaron and his garments, as well as on his sons and their
garments. In this way he consecrated Aaron and his gar-
ments, as well as his sons and their garments.

31Moses said to Aaron and his sons, “Boil the meat at
the entrance to the tent of meeting and eat it there with
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the bread thatis in the basket for the ordination offering
as | commanded: Aaron and his sons are to eatit.32Burn
up whatremains of the meatand bread. 33 Do notgo out-
side the entrance to the tent of meeting for seven days,
until the time your days of ordination are completed, be-
cause it will take seven days to ordain you. 34The LORD
commanded what has been done today in order to make
atonement foryou.35You mustremain at the entrance to
the tentof meeting day and night for seven days and keep
the LORD's charge so that you will not die, for this is what |
was commanded.”36 So Aaron and his sons did everything
the LorD had commanded through Moses.
Onthe eighth day Moses summoned Aaron, his sons,
and the elders of Israel. 2 He said to Aaron, “Take a
young bull for a sin offering and a ram for a burnt offer-
ing, both without blemish, and present them before the
LoRD. 3 And tell the Israelites: Take a male goat for a sin
offering; a calf and alamb, male yearlings without blem-
ish, foraburntoffering;4an ox and aram for a fellowship
offering to sacrifice before the LoRD; and a grain offering
mixed with oil. For today the LorD is going to appear toyou.”
5They brought what Moses had commanded to the
front of the tent of meeting, and the whole community
came forward and stood before the LoRD. 6 Moses said,
“This is what the LoRD commanded you to do, that the
glory of the LorD may appear to you.” 7’Then Moses said
to Aaron, "Approach the altar and sacrifice your sin offer-
ing andyour burnt offering; make atonement for yourself
and the people. Sacrifice the people’s offering and make
atonement for them, as the LorRD commanded.”

850 Aaron approached the altar and slaughtered the
calfasasin offering for himself.9 Aaron’s sons brought the
blood to him, and he dipped his finger in the blood and ap-
plied it to the horns of the altar. He poured out the blood
atthe base of the altar. 1 He burned the fat, the kidneys,
and the fatty lobe of the liver from the sin offering on the
altar, as the Lorp had commanded Moses. "' He burned
the flesh and the hide outside the camp.

12Then he slaughtered the burnt offering. Aaron’s sons
brought him the blood, and he splattered it on all sides of
the altar. 3They brought him the burnt offering piece by
piece, along with the head, and he burned them on the
altar. " He washed the entrails and the legs and burned
them with the burnt offering on the altar.

15 Aaron presented the people’s offering. He took the
male goat for the people’s sin offering, slaughteredit, and
made asin offering with itas he did before.® He present-
ed the burnt offering and sacrificed it according to the
regulation. 7 Next he presented the grain offering, took
ahandful ofit,and burnediton the altarin addition to the
morning burnt offering.

8 Finally, he slaughtered the ox and the ram as the peo-
ple's fellowship sacrifice. Aaron’s sons brought him the
blood, and he splattered it on all sides of the altar. 1 They
also brought the fat portions from the ox and the ram —
the fat tail, the fat surrounding the entrails, the kidneys,
and thefattylobe of theliver— 20 and placed these onthe
breasts. Aaron burned the fat portions on the altar, 21 but
hepresented the breasts and theright thigh as a presenta-
tion offering before the LoRrD, as Moses had commanded.

22 Aaron lifted up his hands toward the people and
blessed them. He came down after sacrificing the sin offer-
ing, the burntoffering, and the fellowship offering. 23 Mo-
ses and Aaron then entered the tent of meeting. When
they came out, they blessed the people, and the glory of
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the LorRD appeared to all the people. 24 Fire came from the
LorD and consumed the burnt offering and the fat portions
on the altar. And when all the people saw it, they shouted
and fell facedown.
1 Aaron’s sons Nadab and Abihu each took his own

firepan, putfireinit, placedincense onit,and pre-
sented unauthorized fire before the Lorp, which he had not
commanded themto do.2Then fire came from the LorD and
consumed them, and they died before the LorD. 3 Moses
said to Aaron, “This is what the LoRD has spoken:

| will demonstrate my holiness

to those who are near me,

and | will reveal my glory

before all the people.”
And Aaron remained silent.

4Moses summoned Mishael and Elzaphan, sons of Aar-
on’'s uncle Uzziel, and said to them, “Come here and carry
your relatives away from the front of the sanctuary to a
place outside the camp.”5 So they came forward and carried
them n their tunics outside the camp, as Moses had said.

6Then Moses said to Aaron and his sons Eleazar and
Ithamar, “Do notlet your hair hang loose and do not tear
your clothes, or else you will die, and the LorD willbecome
angry with the whole community. However, your broth-
ers, the whole house of Israel, may weep over the confla-
gration the LorD ignited. 7You must not go outside the
entrance to the tent of meeting or you will die, for the
Lorbp’s anointing oilis onyou.” So they did as Moses said.

8The LorD spoke to Aaron:?“You and your sons are not
todrink wine or beer when you enter the tent of meeting,
or else you will die; this is a permanent statute through-
out your generations. You must distinguish between
the holy and the common, and the clean and the unclean,
andteachthelsraelites all the statutes that the LoRD has
given to them through Moses.”

12Moses spoke to Aaron and his remaining sons, El-
eazar and Ithamar: "Take the grain offering that is left
over from the fire offerings to the LoRD, and eat it pre-
pared without yeast beside the altar, because it is espe-
cially holy. 13 You must eat it in a holy place because it is
your portion and your sons’ from the fire offerings to the
LoRb, for this is what | was commanded. 4 But you and
your sons and your daughters may eat the breast of the
presentation offering and the thigh of the contributionin
any ceremonially clean place, because these portions have
been assigned toyou and your children from the Israelites’
fellowship sacrifices. 5They are to bring the thigh of the
contribution and the breast of the presentation offering,
together with the offerings of fat portions made by fire,
to present as a presentation offering before the LoRD. It
will belong permanently to you and your children, as the
Lorp commanded.”

6Then Moses inquired carefully about the male goat of
thesinoffering, butithad already been burned up. He was
angry with Eleazar and Ithamar, Aaron’s surviving sons, and
asked, 7"Why didn’t you eat the sin offering in the sanc-
tuary area? Foritis especially holy, and he has assigned it
toyou to take away the guilt of the community and make
atonement for them before the LORD. 8 Since its blood was
notbrought inside the sanctuary, you should have eaten
itin the sanctuary area, as | commanded.”

19 But Aaron replied to Moses, “See, today they pre-
sented their sin offering and their burnt offering before
the Lorp. Since these things have happened to me, if | had
eatenthesinoffering today, would ithave been acceptable
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inthe LORD's sight? “20When Moses heard this, it was ac-
ceptable to him.
1 The Lorb spoke to Moses and Aaron:2"Tell the Israel-
ites:Youmay eatall these kinds ofland animals.3You
may eat any animal with divided hooves and that chews
the cud.4But among the ones that chew the cud or have
divided hooves you are not to eat these:
camels, though they chew the cud,
do not have divided hooves —they are unclean
foryou;
5 hyraxes, though they chew the cud,
do not have hooves —they are unclean for you;
6 hares, though they chew the cud,
do not have hooves —they are unclean for you;
7 pigs, though they have divided hooves,
do not chew the cud —they are unclean for you.
8Do not eatany of their meat or touch their carcasses —
they are unclean for you.
9"This is what you may eat from all that is in the wa-
ter:You may eat everything in the water thathas fins and
scales, whether in the seas or streams. 1 But these are to
be abhorrent to you: everything in the seas or streams
that does not have fins and scales among all the swarm-
ing things and other living creatures in the water. "They
are to remain abhorrent to you; you must not eat any of
their meat, and you must abhor their carcasses. 2 Every-
thing in the water that does not have fins and scales will
be abhorrentto you.
13"You are to abhor these birds. They must not be eat-
en because they are abhorrent:
eagles, bearded vultures,
Egyptian vultures, " kites,
any kind of falcon,
15 everykind of raven, 16 ostriches,
short-eared owls, gulls,
any kind of hawk,
7 little owls, cormorants,
long-eared owls,
8 parnowls, eagle owls,
ospreys, 19 storks,
any kind of heron,
hoopoes, and bats.
20"All winged insects that walk on all fours are to be
abhorrenttoyou.2'Butyou may eat these kinds of all the
winged insects thatwalk on all fours: those thathave joint-
edlegs above their feet for hopping on the ground. 22 You
may eat these:
any kind of locust, katydid, cricket,
and grasshopper.
23 All other winged insects that have four feet are to be
abhorrent toyou.
24"These will make you unclean.Whoever touches their
carcasses willbe unclean until evening, 2 and whoever car-
ries any of their carcasses is to wash his clothes and will
be unclean until evening. 26 All animals that have hooves
but do not have a divided hoof and do not chew the cud
are unclean foryou.Whoever touches them becomes un-
clean.?’ Alithe four-footed animals that walk on their paws
are unclean foryou.Whoever touches their carcasses will
be unclean until evening, 28 and anyone who carries their
carcasses is to wash his clothes and will be unclean until
evening.They are unclean for you.
29"These creatures that swarm on the ground are un-
clean foryou:
weasels, mice,
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any kind of large lizard,
30 geckos, monitorlizards,
common lizards, skinks,
and chameleons.
31These are unclean foryou among all the swarming crea-
tures.Whoever touches them when they are dead will be
unclean until evening. 32When any one of them dies and
fallsonanythingitbecomes unclean —anyitem of wood,
clothing, leather, sackcloth, orany implementused for work.
Itis to be rinsed with water and will remain unclean until
evening; thenitwillbe clean.33 Ifany of themfalls into any
clay pot, everything in it will become unclean; you are to
break it.34 Any edible food coming into contact with that
unclean water will become unclean, and any drinkable
liquid in any container will become unclean. 35 Anything
one of their carcasses falls on will become unclean. Ifitis
anoven or stove, itis to be smashed; itis unclean and will
remain unclean for you. 36 A spring or cistern containing
water willremain clean, but someone who touches a car-
cass in it will become unclean. 37 If one of their carcasses
fallson any seed thatis to be sown, itis clean; 38 butif water
has been put on the seed and one of their carcasses falls
onit, itis unclean for you.
39"|f one of the animals that you use for food dies,
anyone who touches its carcass will be unclean until eve-
ning. 40 Anyone who eats some of its carcass is to wash
his clothes and will be unclean until evening. Anyone who
carries its carcass must wash his clothes and will be un-
clean until evening.
41"All the creatures that swarm on the earth are ab-
horrent; they must not be eaten. 42Do not eat any of the
creatures that swarm on the earth, anything that moves
on its belly or walks on all fours or on many feet, for they
are abhorrent. 43 Do not become contaminated by any
creature that swarms; do not become unclean or defiled
by them. 44 For | am the Lorp your God, so you must con-
secrate yourselves and be holy because | am holy. Do not
defile yourselves by any swarming creature that crawls
on the ground. 45 For | am the LoRrD, who brought you up
from theland of Egypt to be your God, so you mustbe holy
because | am holy.
46"This is the law concerning animals, birds, all living
creatures that move in the water, and all creatures that
swarm on the ground, 47in order to distinguish between
the unclean and the clean, between the animals that may
be eaten and those that may not be eaten.”
1 The LorD spoketo Moses:2"Tellthe Israelites:Whena
woman becomes pregnantand gives birth to amale
child, she will be unclean seven days, as she is during the
days of her menstrual impurity. 3The flesh of his foreskin
mustbe circumcised on the eighth day. 4 She will continue
in purification from her bleeding for thirty-three days. She
mustnottouchany holy thing or gointo the sanctuary until
completing herdays of purification.5 Butif she gives birth
toafemale child, she willbe unclean for two weeks as she
isduring her menstrualimpurity. She will continue in puri-
fication from her bleeding for sixty-six days.
6"When her days of purification are complete, wheth-
er for a son or daughter, she is to bring to the priest at
the entrance to the tent of meeting a year-old male lamb
for a burnt offering, and a young pigeon or a turtledove
for a sin offering.” He will present them before the LORD
and make atonementon her behalf; she willbe clean from
her discharge of blood. This is the law for awoman giving
birth, whether toamale or female.8 Butif she doesn'thave
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sufficientmeans for asheep, she may take two turtledoves
ortwoyoung pigeons, one foraburntofferingand the oth-
erfor asin offering. Then the priest will make atonement
on her behalf, and she will be clean.”
1 The Lorp spoke to Moses and Aaron:2“When a per-
son has a swelling, scab, or spot on the skin of his

body, anditmay be a serious disease on the skin of his body,
heistobebroughtto the priest Aaron orto one of hissons,
the priests.3The priest willexamine the sore on the skin of
his body. If the hair in the sore has turned white and the
sore appears tobe deeper than the skin of his body, itisin
factaserious skin disease. After the priestexamines him,
he must pronounce him unclean. 4 But if the spot on the
skinof his body is white and does not appear to be deeper
than the skin, and the hair in it has not turned white, the
priest will quarantine the stricken person for seven days.
5The priest will then reexamine him on the seventh day.
If he sees that the sore remains unchanged and has not
spread on the skin, the priest will quarantine him for an-
other seven days. 6 The priest will examine him again on
the seventh day. If the sore has faded and has not spread
on the skin, the priest is to pronounce him clean;itis a
scab. The person is to wash his clothes and will become
clean.”But if the scab spreads further on his skin after
he has presented himself to the priest for his cleansing,
he is to present himself again to the priest. 8The priest
will examine him, and if the scab has spread on the skin,
then the priestmust pronounce him unclean; he has ase-
rious skin disease.

9"When a case of serious skin disease may have devel-
oped on a person, he is to be brought to the priest. °The
priestwillexamine him. If there is a white swelling on the
skinthat has turned the hair white, and thereis a patch of
raw flesh in the swelling, "it is a chronic serious disease
on the skin of his body, and the priest must pronounce
him unclean. He need not quarantine him, for he is un-
clean. " Butif the skin disease breaks out all over the skin
sothatitcoversallthe skin of the stricken person from his
headto his feetsofaras the priest can see, 3 the priest will
look, and if the skin disease has covered his entire body,
heis to pronounce the stricken person clean. Since he has
turned totally white, heis clean. ' Butwhenever raw flesh
appears on him, he will be unclean.>When the priest ex-
amines the raw flesh, he must pronounce him unclean.
Raw flesh is unclean; this is a serious skin disease. 6 But
if the raw flesh changes and turns white, he is to go to
the priest. 7 The priest will examine him, and if the sore
has turned white, the priest must pronounce the stricken
person clean; he is clean.

18"\When a boil appears on the skin of someone’s body
anditheals, " and awhite swelling or areddish-white spot
develops where the boil was, the personis to presenthim-
self to the priest. 20The priest will make an examination,
and if the spot seems to be beneath the skin and the hair
inithas turned white, the priest must pronounce him un-
clean; itis a case of serious skin disease that has broken
outin the boil. 2 But when the priest examines it, if there
is no white hairin it, and it is not beneath the skin butis
faded, the priest will quarantine him seven days. 22 If it
spreads further on the skin, the priest must pronounce
himunclean;itisinfactadisease.23 Butifthe spotremains
whereitisand doesnotspread, itis only the scarfromthe
boil. The priestis to pronounce him clean.

24"\When there is a burn on the skin of one’s body pro-
duced by fire, and the patch made raw by the burn becomes
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reddish-white or white, 25 the priestis to examineit.If the
hairin the spot has turned white and the spot appears to
be deeper than the skin, it is a serious skin disease that
has broken outinthe burn.The priestmust pronounce him
unclean; itis a serious skin disease. 26 Butwhen the priest
examines it, if there is no white hair in the spot and it is
not beneath the skin but is faded, the priest will quaran-
tine himseven days.2’ The priest willreexamine himon the
seventhday. Ifithas spread further on the skin, the priest
mustpronounce him unclean;itisinfactacase of serious
skin disease. 28 But if the spot has remained where it was
and has notspread on the skin butis faded, itis the swell-
ing from the burn.The priestis to pronounce him clean, for
itisonly the scar from the burn.

29"\When aman orwoman has a condition on the head
or chin, 30the priest is to examine the condition. If it ap-
pears to be deeper than the skin, and the hairinitis yellow
andsparse, the priestmust pronounce the personunclean.
Itis ascaly outbreak, a serious skin disease of the head or
chin.3'"When the priest examines the scaly condition, if it
doesnotappear to be deeper than the skin, and thereisno
black hairin it, the priest will quarantine the person with
the scaly condition for seven days. 32The priest will reex-
amine the condition on the seventh day. If the scaly out-
break has notspread and thereis noyellow hairinitandit
does not appear to be deeper than the skin, 33 the person
is to shave himself but not shave the scaly area. Then the
priest will quarantine the person who has the scaly out-
break for another seven days. 34The priest will examine
the scaly outbreak on the seventh day, and if it has not
spread on the skin and does notappear to be deeper than
the skin, the priestis to pronounce the person clean. He is
to wash his clothes, and he will be clean. 35 But if the scaly
outbreak spreads further on the skin after his cleansing,
36the priestis to examine the person. If the scaly outbreak
has spread on the skin, the priestdoes not need tolook for
yellow hair; the person is unclean.37 Butif as far as he can
see, the scaly outbreak remains unchanged and black hair
hasgrowninit, thenithas healed; heis clean.The priestis
to pronounce the person clean.

38"\When a man or a woman has white spots on the
skin of the body, 39 the priest is to make an examination.
Ifthe spots on the skin of the body are dull white, itis only
arashthathas broken outon the skin; the personis clean.

40”|famanloses the hair of his head, heis bald, but he
is clean. 41Or if he loses the hair at his hairline, he is bald
onhisforehead, butheis clean.42Butifthereis areddish-
white condition on the bald head or forehead, it is a se-
rious skin disease breaking out on his head or forehead.
43The priest is to examine him, and if the swelling of the
condition on his bald head or forehead is reddish-white,
like the appearance of a serious skin disease on his body,
44the man is afflicted with a serious skin disease; he is
unclean. The priest must pronounce him unclean; the in-
fectionis on his head.

45"The person who has a case of serious skin disease
is to have his clothes torn and his hair hanging loose, and
he must cover his mouth and cry out,'Unclean, unclean!
46 He willremain unclean aslong as he has the disease; he
isunclean.He mustlive aloneinaplace outside the camp.

47"|f a fabric is contaminated with mildew —in wool
orlinen fabric, 48in the warp or weft of linen or wool, or in
leather oranything made ofleather— 42 and if the contam-
ination is green or red in the fabric, the leather, the warp,
the weft, oranyleatherarticle, itisamildew contamination
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andistobeshown to the priest.59The priestis to examine
the contamination and quarantine the contaminated fab-
ricforseven days.5'The priestis to reexamine the contam-
ination on the seventh day. If it has spread in the fabric,
the warp, the weft, or the leather, regardless of how it is
used, the contamination is harmful mildew; it is unclean.
52He is to burn the fabric, the warp or weft in wool or lin-
en, or any leather article, which is contaminated. Since it
is harmful mildew it must be burned.
53"When the priest examines it, if the contamination
hasnotspreadin the fabric, the warp or weft, or anyleath-
erarticle, 54 the priestis to order whatever is contaminat-
edtobewashed and quarantined for another seven days.
55 After it has been washed, the priest is to reexamine the
contamination. Ifthe appearance of the contaminated ar-
ticle has not changed, itis unclean. Even though the con-
tamination has not spread, you must burn the fabric. Itis
afungus on the front or back of the fabric.
56"|fthe priest examines it, and the contamination has
faded after it has been washed, he is to cut the contami-
nated section out of the fabric, the leather, or the warp or
weft.57 But if it reappears in the fabric, the warp or weft,
or any leather article, it has broken out again. You must
burn whatever is contaminated. 58 But if the contamina-
tion disappears from the fabric, the warp or weft, or any
leatherarticle, which have been washed, itis to be washed
again, and it will be clean.
59"Thisis thelaw concerning a mildew contamination
inwoolorlinenfabric, warp or weft, or any leather article,
in order to pronounce it clean or unclean.”
1 The LorD spoke to Moses: 2“This is the law con-
cerning the person afflicted with a skin disease on
the day of his cleansing. He is to be brought to the priest,
3who willgo outside the camp and examine him. Ifthe skin
disease has disappeared from the afflicted person, 4the
priestwillorder thattwolive clean birds, cedar wood, scar-
letyarn, and hyssop be brought for the one who is to be
cleansed. 5Then the priest will order that one of the birds
beslaughtered over fresh waterinaclay pot.® Heis to take
the live bird together with the cedar wood, scarlet yarn,
and hyssop, and dip them allinto the blood of the bird that
was slaughtered over the fresh water.? He will then sprin-
kle the blood seven times on the one who s to be cleansed
from the skin disease. He is to pronounce him clean and
release the live bird over the open countryside. 8The one
who is to be cleansed must wash his clothes, shave off all
his hair, and bathe with water; he is clean. Afterward he
may enter the camp, but he must remain outside his tent
forseven days.? He is to shave off all his hair again on the
seventh day: his head, his beard, his eyebrows, and the
rest of his hair. He is to wash his clothes and bathe him-
self with water; he is clean.
10”0n the eighth day he must take two unblemished
male lambs, an unblemished year-old ewe lamb, a grain
offering of six quarts of fine flour mixed with olive oil, and
one-third of aquart of olive oil. "The priest who performs
the cleansing will place the person who is to be cleansed,
together with these offerings, before the LoRD at the en-
trance to the tent of meeting. 2The priest is to take one
malelamband presentitas aguilt offering, along with the
one-third quart of olive oil, and he will present them as a
presentation offering before the LORD. 13 He is to slaugh-
terthemalelamb atthe placeinthe sanctuary areawhere
thesin offering and burnt offering are slaughtered, forlike
the sin offering, the guilt offering belongs to the priest; it
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is especially holy.The priest is to take some of the blood
fromthe guiltofferingand putitonthelobe oftherightear
of the one to be cleansed, on the thumb of his right hand,
and on the big toe of his right foot. 3 Then the priest will
take some of the one-third quart of olive oil and pour it
into his left palm. 6 The priest will dip his right finger into
the oil in his left palm and sprinkle some of the oil with
his finger seven times before the LoRD. 7 From the oil re-
maining in his palm the priest will put some on the lobe
oftherightear of the one to be cleansed, on the thumb of
his right hand, and on the big toe of his right foot, on top
of the blood of the guilt offering. 18What is left of the oil
in the priest's palm he is to put on the head of the one to
be cleansed. In this way the priest will make atonement
for him before the LoRD. ® The priest is to sacrifice the sin
offering and make atonement for the one to be cleansed
from his uncleanness. Afterward he will slaughter the burnt
offering.20The priestis to offer the burnt offering and the
grain offering on the altar. The priest willmake atonement
for him, and he will be clean.

21"But if he is poor and cannot afford these, he is to
take one male lamb for a guilt offering to be presented in
order to make atonement for him, along with two quarts
of fine flour mixed with olive oil for a grain offering, one-
third of a quart of olive oil, 22 and two turtledoves or two
young pigeons, whatever he can afford, one tobeasin of-
feringand the other a burntoffering.23 On the eighth day
heisto bring these things for his cleansing to the priest at
theentrance tothe tentof meeting before the LOrRD.24The
priest will take the malelamb for the guilt offering and the
one-third quart of olive oil, and present them as a presen-
tation offering before the LORD. 25 After he slaughters the
malelamb for the guilt offering, the priestis to take some of
theblood of the guilt offering and putiton therightearlobe
of the one to be cleansed, on the thumb of his right hand,
and on the big toe of his right foot. 26 Then the priest will
pour some of the oil into his left paim. 2 With his right fin-
ger the priest will sprinkle some of the oil in his left palm
seven times before the LorD. 28 The priest will also putsome
of the oil in his palm on the right earlobe of the one to be
cleansed, on the thumb of his right hand, and on the big
toe of hisright foot, on the same place as the blood of the
guilt offering. 2\What is left of the oil in the priest's palm
heis to puton the head of the one to be cleansed to make
atonement for him before the LOoRD. 30 He is to then sacri-
fice one type of what he can afford, either the turtledoves
oryoung pigeons, 3'one as a sin offering and the other as
a burnt offering, sacrificing what he can afford together
with the grain offering. In this way the priest will make
atonement before the LORD for the one to be cleansed.
32This is the law for someone who has a skin disease and
cannot afford the cost of his cleansing.”

33The Lorp spoke to Moses and Aaron: 34"When you
entertheland of Canaan thatlam givingyou as aposses-
sion, and | place amildew contaminationinahouseinthe
land you possess, 3% the owner of the house is to come and
tell the priest: Something like mildew contamination has
appeared in my house. 36 The priest must order them to
clear the house before he enters to examine the contam-
ination, so that nothing in the house becomes unclean.
Afterward the priest will come to examine the house. 3’ He
willexamineit, and if the contamination in the walls of the
house consists of green or red indentations thatappear to
bebeneath the surface of the wall, 38 the priestis to go out-
side the house toits doorway and quarantine the house for
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sevendays.39The priestis toreturn on the seventh day and
examine it. If the contamination has spread on the walls
of the house, 40 the priest must order that the stones with
the contamination be pulled out and thrown into an un-
clean place outside the city. 4 He is to have the inside of
the house completely scraped, and have the plaster that
isscraped off dumpedin an unclean place outside the city.
42Then they are to take different stones toreplace the for-
merones and take additional plaster to replaster the house.

43"|f the contamination reappears in the house after
the stones have been pulled out, and after the house has
beenscraped and replastered, 44 the priestis to come and
examineit. Ifthe contamination has spread in the house, it
is harmful mildew; the house is unclean. 45 It must be torn
downwithits stones, itsbeams, and all its plaster, and tak-
enoutside the city to an unclean place. 46 \Whoever enters
the house during any of the days the priestquarantines it
will be unclean until evening. 4 Whoever lies down in the
house is to wash his clothes, and whoever eats in it is to
wash his clothes.

48"But when the priest comes and examines it, if the
contamination has not spread in the house after it was
replastered, he is to pronounce the house clean because
the contamination has disappeared. 4° He is to take two
birds, cedar wood, scarlet yarn, and hyssop to purify the
house, 5% and heis to slaughter one of the birds over a clay
potcontaining fresh water.5' He will take the cedar wood,
the hyssop, the scarletyarn, and thelive bird, dip them in
the blood of the slaughtered bird and the fresh water, and
sprinkle the house seven times. 52 He will purify the house
with theblood of the bird, the fresh water, thelive bird, the
cedarwood, the hyssop, and the scarletyarn.53Then heis
to release the live bird into the open countryside outside
the city. In this way he willmake atonement for the house,
and it will be clean.

54"This is the law for any skin disease or mildew, for
a scaly outbreak, 35 for mildew in clothing or on a house,
56 and for a swelling, scab, or spot, 57 to determine when
something is unclean or clean. This is the law regarding
skin disease and mildew.”
1 The LoRD spoke to Moses and Aaron: 2"Speak to

the Israelites and tell them: When any man has a

discharge from his member, heis unclean.3Thisis unclean-
ness of his discharge: Whether his member secretes the
discharge or retains it, he is unclean. All the days that his
member secretes or retains anything because of his dis-
charge, heisunclean.® Any bed the man with the discharge
lies on will be unclean, and any furniture he sits on will
be unclean. > Anyone who touches his bed is to wash his
clothes and bathe with water, and he will remain unclean
until evening. 8Whoever sits on furniture that the man
with the discharge was sitting on is to wash his clothes
and bathe with water, and he will remain unclean until
evening.”Whoever touches the body of the man with a
dischargeis to wash his clothes and bathe with water, and
he willremain unclean until evening. 8 If the man with the
discharge spits on anyone who is clean, he is to wash his
clothes and bathe with water, and he will remain unclean
until evening. ® Any saddle the man with the discharge
ridesonwillbe unclean.®Whoevertouches anything that
was under him will be unclean until evening, and whoever
carries such things is to wash his clothes and bathe with
water, and he will remain unclean until evening. "If the
man with the discharge touches anyone withoutfirstrins-
ing his hands in water, the person who was touched is to
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wash his clothes and bathe with water, and he willremain
unclean until evening. 2 Any clay pot that the man with
the discharge touches must be broken, while any wood-
en utensil is to be rinsed with water.

13"When the man with the discharge has been cured
of it, he is to count seven days for his cleansing, wash his
clothes, and bathe his body in fresh water; he willbe clean.
14 He must take two turtledoves or two young pigeons on
the eighth day, come before the LORD atthe entrance to the
tent of meeting, and give them to the priest. 3 The priest
is to sacrifice them, one as a sin offering and the other as
aburnt offering. In this way the priest will make atone-
ment for him before the LORD because of his discharge.

16"\When aman has anemission of semen, heis to bathe
himself completely with water,and he willremain unclean
untilevening. " Any clothing orleatheron which thereisan
emission of semen s to be washed with water,anditwill re-
main unclean untilevening. 8 Ifamansleeps withawoman
and has an emission of semen, both of them are to bathe
with water, and they will remain unclean until evening.

19"\When a woman has a discharge, and it consists of
blood from her body, she will be unclean because of her
menstruation for seven days. Everyone who touches her
will be unclean until evening. 20 Anything she lies on dur-
ing her menstruation will become unclean, and anything
shesits on willbecome unclean.2 Everyone who touches
herbedis to wash his clothes and bathe with water,and he
willremain unclean until evening.22 Everyone who touches
any furniture she was sitting onis to wash his clothes and
bathe with water,and he willremain uncleanuntilevening.
23|fdischargeis onthe bed or the furniture she was sitting
on,when hetouchesithe willbe unclean untilevening.24If
aman sleeps with her, and blood from her menstruation
gets on him, he will be unclean for seven days, and every
bed he lies on will become unclean.

25"\When a woman has a discharge of her blood for
many days, thoughitis not the time of her menstruation,
orif she has a discharge beyond her period, she will be
unclean all the days of her unclean discharge, as she is
during the days of her menstruation. 26 Any bed she lies
on during the days of her discharge will be like her bed
during menstrual impurity; any furniture she sits on will
be unclean as in her menstrual period. 27 Everyone who
touches them will be unclean; he must wash his clothes
and bathe with water, and he will remain unclean until
evening. 28When she is cured of her discharge, she is to
countsevendays, and after thatshe willbe clean.2° On the
eighth day she must take two turtledoves or two young
pigeons and bring them to the priest at the entrance to
the tent of meeting. 3°The priest is to sacrifice one as a
sin offering and the other as a burnt offering. In this way
the priest will make atonement for her before the LORD
because of her unclean discharge.

31"You mustkeep the Israelites from their uncleanness,
so that they do not die by defiling my tabernacle that is
among them. 32This is the law for someone with a dis-
charge: aman who has an emission of semen, becoming
unclean by it; 33 awoman who is in her menstrual period;
anyonewho hasadischarge, whether male or female; and
aman who sleeps with a woman who is unclean.”
1 The LorD spoke to Moses after the death of two of

Aaron’s sons when they approached the presence

of the Lorp and died. 2The LoRD said to Moses: “Tell your
brother Aaron that he may not come whenever he wants
into the holy place behind the curtainin frontof the mercy
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seaton the ark or else he will die, because | appear in the
cloud above the mercy seat.

3"Aaron is to enter the most holy place in this way:
with a young bull for a sin offering and a ram for a burnt
offering. 4He is to wear a holy linen tunic, and linen un-
dergarments are to be on his body.Heis to tiealinen sash
around him and wrap his head with alinen turban.These
areholy garments; he mustbathe his body with water be-
fore he wears them. 5 Heis to take from the Israelite com-
munity two male goats for a sin offering and one ram for
aburnt offering.

6"Aaron will present the bull for his sin offering and
make atonement for himself and his household.” Next he
will take the two goats and place them before the LoRD at
the entranceto the tentof meeting.® After Aaron castslots
forthe two goats, onelotforthe LoRD and the other foran
uninhabitable place,® he is to present the goat chosen by
lot for the LoRD and sacrifice it as a sin offering. 1© But the
goatchosen bylotforan uninhabitable place is to be pre-
sented alive before the LORD to make atonement with it by
sending itinto the wilderness for an uninhabitable place.

1"When Aaron presents the bull for his sin offering and
makes atonement for himself and his household, he will
slaughterthebull for his sinoffering.12Then heisto take a
firepan full of blazing coals from the altar before the LoRD
and two handfuls of finely ground fragrant incense, and
bring theminside the curtain.’ Heis toputtheincense on
the fire before the LoRD, so that the cloud of incense covers
the mercy seatthatis over the testimony, or else he will die.
14 He is to take some of the bull's blood and sprinkle it with
his finger against the east side of the mercy seat; then he
will sprinkle some of the blood with his finger before the
mercy seatseven times.

15"\When he slaughters the male goat for the people’s
sin offering and brings its blood inside the curtain, he will
do the same with its blood as he did with the bull's blood:
He is to sprinkle it against the mercy seat and in front of
it. 16 He will make atonement for the most holy place in
this way for all their sins because of the Israelites’ impu-
rities and rebellious acts. He will do the same for the tent
of meeting that remains among them, because it is sur-
rounded by their impurities. 7 No one may be in the tent
of meeting from the time he enters to make atonement
in the most holy place until he leaves after he has made
atonement for himself, his household, and the whole as-
sembly of Israel. 8Then he will go out to the altar that is
before the LORD and make atonement for it. He is to take
some of the bull’s blood and some of the goat's blood and
putitonthe hornson all sides of the altar. " He is to sprin-
kle some of the blood on it with his finger seven times
to cleanse and setit apart from the Israelites’ impurities.

20"\When he has finished making atonement for the
mostholy place, the tent of meeting, and the altar, heis to
present thelive male goat. 2! Aaron willlay both his hands
onthehead of thelive goatand confess over itall the Isra-
elites’ iniquities and rebellious acts— all their sins. He is
to put them on the goat's head and send it away into the
wilderness by the man appointed for the task.22The goat
will carry all their iniquities into a desolate land, and the
man will release it there.

23"Then Aaron is to enter the tent of meeting, take off
thelinen garments he wore when he entered the mostholy
place, andleave them there.24 He will bathe his body with
water in a holy place and put on his clothes. Then he must
go out and sacrifice his burnt offering and the people’s
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burntoffering; he willmake atonementfor himself and for
the people.25 Heis to burn the fatof the sin offering on the
altar.26The man who released the goat for an uninhabit-
able place is to wash his clothes and bathe his body with
water; afterward he may reenter the camp. 27 The bull for
the sin offering and the goat for the sin offering, whose
blood was broughtinto the most holy place to make atone-
ment, must be brought outside the camp and their hide,
flesh, and waste burned. 28The one who burns them is to
wash his clothes and bathe himself with water; afterward
he may reenter the camp.

29"This is to be apermanentstatute foryou:In the sev-
enthmonth, on the tenth day of the month you are to prac-
tice self-denial and do no work, both the native and the
alien who resides among you.3° Atonement willbe made
for you on this day to cleanse you, and you will be clean
fromallyour sins before the LoRD. 3 Itis a Sabbath of com-
plete rest for you, and you must practice self-denial; it is
apermanent statute. 32The priest who is anointed and
ordained to serve as high priestin place of his father will
make atonement. He will put on the linen garments, the
holy garments, 33 and make atonement for the most holy
place. He willmake atonement for the tentof meeting and
thealtar and willmake atonement for the priests and all the
people of the assembly. 34This is to be a permanent stat-
ute for you, to make atonement for the Israelites once a
yearbecause of all their sins.” And all this was done as the
LorD commanded Moses.
1 The Lorp spoke to Moses: 2"“Speak to Aaron, his

sons,and all the Israelites and tell them:This is what

the LoRD has commanded: 3 Anyone from the house of Is-
rael who slaughters an ox, sheep, or goat in the camp, or
slaughters it outside the camp, 4instead of bringing it to
the entrance to the tent of meeting to presentit as an of-
fering to the LorD before his tabernacle — that person will
be considered guilty. He has shed blood and is to be cut off
from his people. 5This is so the Israelites will bring to the
LoRD the sacrifices they have been offering in the open
country.They are tobring them to the priestat the entrance
to the tent of meeting and offer them as fellowship sacri-
fices to the LORD. 8 The priest will then splatter the blood
on the LoRD's altar at the entrance to the tent of meeting
and burn the fat as a pleasing aroma to the Lorp. 7’ They
must no longer offer their sacrifices to the goat-demons
that they have prostituted themselves with. This willbe a
permanentstatute forthem throughouttheir generations.

8"Say to them: Anyone from the house of Israel or from
the aliens who reside among them who offers a burnt of-
fering or a sacrifice ® but does not bring it to the entrance
to the tent of meeting to sacrifice it to the LoRrD, that per-
son is to be cut off from his people.

10"Anyone from the house of Israel or from the aliens
who reside among them who eats any blood, | will turn
against that person who eats blood and cut him off from
his people. " For the life of a creature is in the blood, and |
have appointed it to you to make atonement on the altar
foryour lives, since it is the lifeblood that makes atone-
ment. 12Therefore | say to the Israelites: None of you and
no alien who resides among you may eat blood.

13"Any Israelite or alien residing among them, who hunts
down awild animal or bird that may be eaten must drain
its blood and cover it with dirt. 14 Since the life of every
creatureisitsblood, | have told the Israelites: You are not
to eat the blood of any creature, because the life of ev-
ery creature is its blood; whoever eats it must be cut off.
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15"Every person, whether the native or the resident
alien, who eats ananimal thatdied a naturaldeath orwas
mauled by wild beasts is to wash his clothes and bathe with
water,and he willremain unclean until evening; then he will
be clean. 6 But if he does not wash his clothes and bathe
himself, he will bear his iniquity.”
1 The LorD spoke to Moses:2"“Speak to the Israelites
and tell them: | am the Lorb your God. 3 Do not fol-
low the practices of the land of Egypt, where you used to
live, or follow the practices of the land of Canaan, where |
ambringing you.You must not follow their customs. 4 You
aretopractice my ordinances andyou are to keep my stat-
utes by following them; | am the LorD your God. 5 Keep
my statutes and ordinances; a person will live if he does
them.lam the Lorp.
6"You are not to come near any close relative for sex-
ual intercourse; | am the LorD.” You are not to violate the
intimacy that belongs to your father and mother. She is
your mother; you must not have sexual intercourse with
her.8You are not to have sex with your father's wife; she
is your father’s family. 2 You are not to have sexual inter-
course withyour sister, either your father's daughter oryour
mother’s, whether born at home or born elsewhere. You
are notto have sex with her.'You are not to have sexual
intercourse with your son’s daughter or your daughter’s
daughter, for they are your family. "You are not to have
sexualintercourse with your father's wife's daughter, who
is adopted by your father; she is your sister. 2 You are not
to have sexual intercourse with your father's sister; she
is your father's close relative. 3You are not to have sex-
ual intercourse with your mother’s sister, for she is your
mother’s close relative. 14 You are not to violate the inti-
macy thatbelongs toyour father's brother by approaching
his wife to have sexual intercourse; sheisyouraunt. s You
arenotto have sexualintercourse withyour daughter-in-
law. She is your son’s wife; you are not to have sex with
her.6You are not to have sexual intercourse with your
brother's wife; sheis your brother's family.” You are notto
have sexual intercourse with awoman and her daughter.
You are notto marry her son’s daughter or her daughter's
daughter and have sex with her.They are close relatives;
itis depraved.18You are not to marry a woman as a rival
to her sister and have sexual intercourse with her during
her sister’s lifetime.
19"You are not to approach a woman during her men-
strualimpurity to have sexual intercourse with her.20You
are not to have sexual intercourse with your neighbor's
wife, defiling yourself with her.
21"You are notto sacrifice any of your childrenin the fire
to Molech. Do not profane the name of your God; | am the
Lorp.22You are not to sleep with aman as with awoman; it
isdetestable.23You are not to have sexual intercourse with
any animal, defiling yourself with it;awomanis not to pre-
sentherselfto ananimalto mate withit;itis a perversion.
24"Do not defile yourselves by any of these practices, for
the nations |am driving out before you have defiled them-
selves by all these things. 25 The land has become defiled,
solampunishingitforitsiniquity, and the land will vomit
outitsinhabitants.26 Butyou are to keep my statutes and
ordinances.You mustnotcommitany of these detestable
acts—notthe native or the alien who resides amongyou.
27 For the people who were in the land prior to you have
committed all these detestable acts, and the land has be-
come defiled. 28 Ifyou defile theland, it willvomityou outas
ithas vomited out the nations that were before you.2° Any
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personwho does any of these detestable practices is to be
cutofffrom his people.3°You mustkeep my instruction to
notdo any of the detestable customs that were practiced
beforeyou, so thatyou do not defile yourselves by them; |
am the Lorbp your God.”
1 The Lorp spoke to Moses:2"“Speak to the entire Is-
raelite community and tell them: Be holy because
|, the Lorp your God, am holy.
3"Each of you is to respect his mother and father. You
are tokeep my Sabbaths; |am the Lorp your God.4 Do not
turn to idols or make castimages of gods for yourselves; |
am the Lorp your God.
5"When you offer a fellowship sacrifice to the Lorp,
sacrifice it so that you may be accepted. €It is to be eat-
enon the day you sacrifice it or on the next day, but what
remains on the third day must be burned.’ If any is eaten
on the third day, it is a repulsive thing; it will not be ac-
cepted. 8 Anyone who eats it will bear his iniquity, for he
hasprofaned whatis holy to the Lorp.Thatpersonis to be
cut off from his people.
9"When you reap the harvest of yourland, you are not
to reap to the very edge of your field or gather the glean-
ings of your harvest.© Do not strip your vineyard bare or
gather its fallen grapes. Leave them for the poor and the
resident alien; | am the Lorp your God.
11"Do not steal. Do not act deceptively or lie to one an-
other.2Do not swear falsely by my name, profaning the
name of your God; | am the LorD.
13"Do notoppressyour neighbororrob him.The wages
dueahired worker mustnotremain withyou untilmorning.
14Do not curse the deaf or put a stumbling block in front
of the blind, but you are to fear your God; | am the Lorb.
15"Do not act unjustly when deciding a case. Do not
be partial to the poor or give preference to therich; judge
your neighbor fairly. 16 Do not go about spreading slan-
der among your people; do not jeopardize your neigh-
bor’s life; | am the LoRD.
17"Do not harbor hatred against your brother. Rebuke
yourneighbor directly,and you will notincur guiltbecause
of him. 8 Do not take revenge or bear a grudge against
members of your community, but love your neighbor as
yourself; | am the LorD.
19"You are to keep my statutes. Do not crosshreed two
differentkinds of yourlivestock, sow your fields with two
kinds of seed, or put on a garment made of two kinds of
material.
20"]faman has sexualintercourse withawomanwhois
aslave designated for another man, butshe has notbeen
redeemed or given her freedom, there mustbe punishment.
They are notto be putto death, because she had notbeen
freed.2'However, he mustbring aram as his guilt offering
to the LORD at the entrance to the tent of meeting. 22The
priest will make atonement on his behalf before the LORD
with the ram of the guilt offering for the sin he has com-
mitted, and he will be forgiven for the sin he committed.
23"\When you come into the land and plant any kind
of tree for food, you are to consider the fruit forbidden. It
will be forbidden to you for three years; itis not to be eat-
en.24|n the fourth year all its fruit is to be consecrated as
a praise offering to the LorD. 25 But in the fifth year you
may eat its fruit. In this way its yield will increase for you;
| am the LorD your God.
26"You are not to eatanything with blood init.You are
not to practice divination or witchcraft. 2 You are not to
cutoffthe hairatthe sides ofyour head or mar the edge of
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yourbeard.28You are not to make gashes onyour bodies for
thedead or put tattoo marks onyourselves; | amthe LORD.

29"Do notdebase your daughter by making herapros-
titute, or the land will be prostituted and filled with de-
pravity. 3¢ Keep my Sabbaths and revere my sanctuary;
| am the LorD.

31"Do not turn to mediums or consult spiritists, or you
will be defiled by them; | am the Lorbp your God.

32"You are to rise in the presence of the elderly and
honor the old. Fear your God; | am the LORD.

33"Whenan alienresides withyouinyourland, you must
not oppress him. 34You will regard the alien who resides
with you as the native-born among you. You are to love
him as yourself, for you were aliens in the land of Egypt; |
am the LorD your God.

35"Donotbe unfairin measurements oflength, weight,
or volume. 36You are to have honest balances, honest
weights, an honest dry measure, and an honest liquid
measure; | am the LorD your God, who brought you out
of the land of Egypt. 37 Keep all my statutes and all my or-
dinances and do them; | am the Lorp.”

2 The LorD spoke to Moses: 2"Say to the Israelites:
AnyIsraelite or alienresidingin Israelwho gives any
of his children to Molech mustbe put to death; the people
of the country are to stone him.3 | will turn against thatman
and cut him off from his people, because he gave his off-
spring to Molech, defiling my sanctuary and profaning my
holy name. 4 Butifthe people of the countrylook the other
way when thatman gives any of his children to Molech, and
donotputhimtodeath,5then|willturn againstthatman
and his family, and cut off from their people both him and
allwho follow himin prostituting themselves with Molech.
6"\Whoever turns to mediums or spiritists and prosti-
tutes himselfwith them, [ willturn against thatpersonand
cuthim off from his people.” Consecrate yourselves and be
holy, for | am the Lorp your God. & Keep my statutes and
do them; | am the LORD who sets you apart.

9"f anyone curses his father or mother, he must be put
to death. He has cursed his father or mother; his death is
his own fault.

10”|f 3 man commits adultery with a married woman
—ifhe commits adultery with his neighbor’s wife —both
the adulterer and the adulteress mustbe putto death. " If
aman sleeps with his father's wife, he has violated the inti-
macy thatbelongs to his father. Both of them mustbe put to
death; theirdeathis theirown fault.2Ifaman sleeps with
his daughter-in-law, both of them must be put to death.
They have acted perversely; their death is their own fault.
13|faman sleeps with aman as with awoman, they have
both committed a detestable act.They mustbe puttodeath;
their deathis theirown fault.' Ifaman marries awoman
and her mother, itis depraved. Both he and they must be
burned, so that there will be no depravity among you. s If
aman has sexual intercourse with an animal, he must be
put to death; you are also to kill the animal. 6 If a woman
approaches any animal and mates with it, you are to Kill
the woman and the animal. They must be put to death;
their death is their own fault. 7 If a man marries his sister,
whether his father's daughter or his mother's daughter,
and they have sexual relations, it is a disgrace. They are
to be cut off publicly from their people. He has had sexu-
alintercourse with his sister; he will bear his iniquity. 18 If
aman sleeps with a menstruating woman and has sexu-
alintercourse with her, he has exposed the source of her
flow, and she has uncovered the source of herblood. Both
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of them are to be cut off from their people. " You mustnot
have sexual intercourse with your mother's sister or your
father's sister, for it is exposing one’s own blood relative;
both people will bear theiriniquity.2°Ifa man sleeps with
his aunt, he has violated the intimacy that belongs to his
uncle; they willbear their guiltand die childless.2'If aman
marries his brother's wife, itis impurity. He has violated the
intimacy thatbelongs to his brother; they will be childless.

22"You are to keep allmy statutes and allmy ordinances,
and do them, so that the land where | am bringing you to
live willnotvomityou out.23You must not follow the stat-
utes of the nations | am driving out before you, for they
did allthese things, and | abhorred them. 24 And | promised
you: You will inherit theirland, since | will give it to you to
possess, aland flowing with milk and honey. | am the LorD
your God who setyou apart from the peoples. 25 Therefore
you are to distinguish the clean animal from the unclean
one, and the unclean bird from the clean one. Do not be-
come contaminated by any land animal, bird, or whatev-
ercrawls on the ground; I have set these apartas unclean
foryou.26You are to be holy to me because |, the LORD, am
holy, and | have setyou apart from the nations to be mine.

27"A man or a woman who is a medium or a spiritist
must be put to death. They are to be stoned; their death
is their own fault.”

2 The Lorp said to Moses:"Speak to Aaron's sons, the

priests, and tellthem: A priestis notto make himself
ceremonially unclean foradead person among his relatives,
2except for hisimmediate family: his mother, father, son,
daughter, or brother. 3 He may make himself unclean for
his unmarried virgin sister in his immediate family. 4He
is not to make himself unclean for those related to him by
marriage and so defile himself.

5"Priests may not make bald spots on their heads, shave
the edge of their beards, or make gashes on their bodies.
6They are tobe holy to their God and not profane the name
of their God. For they present the fire offerings to the Lorb,
thefood of their God, and they mustbe holy.? They are not
to marry awoman defiled by prostitution. They are not to
marry one divorced by her hushand, for the priest is holy
to his God.#You are to consider him holy since he presents
the food of your God. He will be holy to you because |, the
LoRrD who sets you apart, am holy.? If a priest's daughter
defiles herself by promiscuity, she defiles her father; she
must be burned to death.

10"The priest who is highest among his brothers, who
has had the anointing oil poured on his head and has been
ordained to wear the clothes, mustnotdishevel his hair or
tear his clothes. ™ He mustnotgo near any dead person or
make himself unclean even for his father or mother.12He
mustnotleave the sanctuary or he willdesecrate the sanc-
tuary of his God, for the consecration of the anointing oil
of his God is on him; | am the LoRrD.

13"Heisto marryawomanwhois avirgin. Heis not to
marry awidow, a divorced woman, or one defiled by pros-
titution. He is to marry a virgin from his own people, 15 so
that he does not corrupt his bloodline among his people,
for | am the LORD who sets him apart.”

16 The LoRD spoke to Moses: "7 “Tell Aaron: None of your
descendants throughoutyour generations who has a phys-
ical defect is to come near to present the food of his God.
18 No manwho has any defectis to come near:nomanwho
is blind, lame, facially disfigured, or deformed; ' no man
who has abroken footorhand, 20 orwhois a hunchback or
adwarf,orwho has an eye defect, a festering rash, scabs,
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oracrushedtesticle.2' No descendantof the priest Aaron
who has a defect is to come near to present the fire offer-
ings to the Lorp. He has a defect and is not to come near
to present the food of his God. 22He may eat the food of
his God from what is especially holy as well as from what
isholy.23 Butbecause he has a defect,he mustnotgo near
the curtain orapproach the altar. Heis notto desecrate my
holy places, for |am the Lorp who sets them apart.” 24 Mo-
ses said this to Aaron and his sons and to all the Israelites.
2 The LorD spoke to Moses:2“Tell Aaron and his sons
to deal respectfully with the holy offerings of the

Israelites thatthey have consecrated to me, so they do not
profane my holy name; | am the LorD. 3 Say to them: Ifany
man from any of your descendants throughout your gen-
erations is in a state of uncleanness yet approaches the
holy offerings that the Israelites consecrate to the LoRD,
thatperson will be cut off from my presence; | am the Loro.
4No man of Aaron'’s descendants who has a skin disease
or adischarge is to eat from the holy offerings until he is
clean.Whoever touches anything made unclean by adead
person or by a man who has an emission of semen, 5 or
whoevertouches any swarming creature thatmakes him
unclean or any person who makes him unclean —what-
ever his uncleanness— 6 the man who touches any of
these willremain unclean until evening and is not to eat
from the holy offerings unless he has bathed his body
with water.”When the sun has set, he willbecome clean,
and then he may eat from the holy offerings, for that is
his food. 8 He must not eat an animal that died naturally
or was mauled by wild beasts, making himself unclean
by it; 1 am the LorD. °They must keep my instruction, or
they will be guilty and die because they profane it; | am
the LORD who sets them apart.

10”No one outside a priest’s family is to eat the holy of-
fering. A foreigner staying with a priest or a hired worker
is not to eat the holy offering. " But if a priest purchases
someone with his own silver, that person may eat it, and
those born in his house may eat his food. 12 If the priest's
daughteris married to aman outside a priest's family, she
isnotto eatfrom the holy contributions. 3 Butif the priest's
daughterbecomes widowed or divorced, has no children,
and returns to her father's house as in her youth, she may
share her father's food. But no outsider may share it. "4 If
anyone eats a holy offering in error, he is to add a fifth
to its value and give the holy offering to the priest. 3 The
priests must not profane the holy offerings the Israelites
give to the LoRD "6 by letting the people eat their holy of-
ferings and having them bear the penalty of restitution.
For I am the LorD who sets them apart.”

7The LoRD spoke to Moses: 18" Speak to Aaron, his sons,
and all the Israelites and tell them: Any man of the house
of Israel or of the resident aliens in Israel who presents
his offering—whether they present payment of vows or
freewill gifts to the LORD as burnt offerings — 1 must of-
fer an unblemished male from the cattle, sheep, or goats
in order for you to be accepted. 2°You are not to present
anything that has a defect, because it will not be accept-
ed onyour behalf.

21"When a man presents a fellowship sacrifice to the
LoRr to fulfilla vow or as a freewill offering from the herd
or flock, it has to be unblemished to be acceptable; there
must be no defect in it. 22You are not to present any ani-
malto the LorD thatis blind, injured, maimed, orhasarun-
ning sore, festering rash, or scabs; you may not putany of
themon the altar as a fire offering to the LorD. 23 You may

03_CSB_OutreachBible_Aug17.indd 13

64

ACCEPTABLE SACRIFICES AND HOLY DAYS

sacrifice as a freewill offering any animal from the herd or
flock that has an elongated or stunted limb, but it is not
acceptable as a vow offering. 24 You are not to present to
the LORD anything that has bruised, crushed, torn, or sev-
ered testicles; you must not sacrifice them in your land.
25 Neither you nor a foreigner are to present food to your
God from any of these animals. They will not be accepted
foryou because they are deformed and have a defect.”

26The LorD spoke to Moses: 27 “When an ox, sheep, or
goatisborn,itis toremain withits mother for seven days;
fromthe eighth day on, itwillbe acceptable as an offering,
afire offering to the LORD. 28 But you are not to slaughter
an animal from the herd or flock on the same day as its
young.2°Whenyousacrifice a thank offering to the Lorp,
sacrificeitsothatyoumaybeaccepted.3ltistobe eaten
on the same day. Do not let any of it remain until morn-
ing; | am the LoRrp.

31"You are to keep my commands and do them; | am
the LORD. 32You must not profane my holy name; | must
be treated as holyamong the Israelites.|am the LORD who
setsyou apart, 33 the one who broughtyou outof theland
of Egypt to be your God; | am the Lorp.”
2 The LorD spoke to Moses: 2”Speak to the Israel-

ites and tell them: These are my appointed times,

the times of the LoRD that you will proclaim as sacred as-
semblies.

3"Work may be done for six days, but on the seventh
day thereis to be a Sabbath of complete rest, a sacred as-
sembly. You are not to do any work; itis a Sabbath to the
LoRD wherever you live.

4"These are the LORD's appointed times, the sacred as-
sembliesyou are toproclaim at their appointed times.5The
Passover to the LORD comes in the first month, at twilight
on the fourteenth day of the month. 6 The Festival of Un-
leavened Bread to the LoRD is on the fifteenth day of the
same month. For seven days you must eat unleavened
bread.?On the first day you are to hold a sacred assem-
bly; you are notto do any daily work.8You are to presenta
fire offering to the LorD for seven days. On the seventh day
there will be a sacred assembly; do not do any daily work.”

9The LorD spoke to Moses: 0" Speak to the Israelitesand
tellthem:Whenyou enter theland | am giving you and reap
its harvest, you are to bring the first sheaf of your harvest
tothepriest." He will present the sheaf before the LORD so
thatyoumay be accepted; the priestisto presentitonthe
day afterthe Sabbath.2 On the day you present the sheaf,
you are to offerayear-old malelamb withoutblemishasa
burntoffering to the LorD. " Its grain offeringis to be four
quarts of fine flour mixed with oil as a fire offering to the
LoRD, a pleasing aroma, and its drink offering will be one
quart of wine. #You must not eat bread, roasted grain,
or any new grain until this very day, and until you have
brought the offering toyour God. Thisis tobe apermanent
statute throughout your generations whereveryou live.

15"You are to count seven complete weeks starting
from the day after the Sabbath, the day you brought the
sheaf of the presentation offering. "6 You are to count fif-
ty days until the day after the seventh Sabbath and then
presentan offering of new grain to the LorD. 7 Bring two
loaves of bread from your settlements as a presentation
offering, each of them made from four quarts of fine flour,
baked with yeast, as firstfruits to the LoRrD. 8You are to
present with the bread seven unblemished male lambs
ayear old, one young bull, and two rams. They will be a
burnt offering to the LoRrD, with their grain offerings and
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drink offerings, a fire offering of a pleasing aroma to the
LoRrD.You are also to prepare one male goat as a sin of-
fering, and two malelambs ayear old as a fellowship sac-
rifice. 22The priest will present the lambs with the bread
of firstfruits as a presentation offering before the LORD;
the bread and the two lambs will be holy to the Lorp for
the priest.2'On that same day you are to make a procla-
mation and hold asacred assembly.You are not to do any
daily work. This is to be a permanent statute wherever
you live throughout your generations. 22\When you reap
the harvest of your land, you are not to reap all the way
to the edge of your field or gather the gleanings of your
harvest. Leave them for the poor and the resident alien; |
am the Lorp your God.”

23The Lorp spoke to Moses: 24 “Tell the Israelites: In the
seventh month, on the first day of the month, you are to
have aday of complete rest,commemoration, and trumpet
blasts—a sacred assembly. 25You must not do any daily
work, but you must present a fire offering to the Lorp.”

26The LorD again spoke to Moses: 27 “The tenth day of
this seventh month is the Day of Atonement. You are to
hold a sacred assembly and practice self-denial; you are
to present afire offering to the Lorp. 28 On this particular
dayyouarenottodoanywork, foritis a Day of Atonement
to make atonement for yourselves before the LoRD your
God. 2 If any person does not practice self-denial on this
particular day, he is to be cut off from his people. 30| will
destroy among his people anyone who does any work on
this same day. 31You are not to do any work. This is a per-
manent statute throughout your generations wherever
you live. 32t will be a Sabbath of complete rest for you,
andyou mustpractice self-denial.You are to observe your
Sabbath from the evening of the ninth day of the month
until the following evening.”

33The LoRD spoke to Moses: 34" Tell the Israelites: The
Festival of Shelters to the LORD begins on the fifteenth day
of this seventh month and continues for seven days.35 There
is to be a sacred assembly on the first day; you are not to
do any daily work. 36You are to present a fire offering to
the Lorp for seven days. On the eighth day you are to hold
asacred assembly and present a fire offering to the LORD.
Itis asolemn gathering; you are not to do any daily work.

37"These are the LORD's appointed times thatyou are to
proclaim as sacred assemblies for presenting fire offerings
to the LoRrD, burntofferings and grain offerings, sacrifices
anddrink offerings, eachon its designated day.38These are
in addition to the offerings for the Lorp’s Sabbaths, your
gifts, all your vow offerings, and all your freewill offerings
that you give to the LorD.

39"You are to celebrate the LoRD's festival on the fif-
teenth day of the seventh month for seven days afteryou
have gathered the produce of theland.There willbe com-
plete reston the first day and complete reston the eighth
day.200n the first day you are to take the product of ma-
jestic trees— palm fronds, boughs of leafy trees, and wil-
lows of the brook — and rejoice before the LorD your God
forseven days.4You are to celebrate itas a festival to the
LorD seven days eachyear.Thisis apermanentstatute for
you throughout your generations; celebrate itin the sev-
enth month. 42You are to live in shelters for seven days.
Allthe native-born of Israelmustlive in shelters, 43 so that
yourgenerations may know that| made the Israelites live
in shelters when | brought them out of the land of Egypt;
lam the Lorp your God.” 44 So Moses declared the LORD's
appointed times to the Israelites.
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2 The LorD spoke to Moses:2“Command the Israel-

itestobringyou pure oil from crushed olives forthe
light, in order to keep the lamp burning regularly.3 Aaron
istotend itcontinually from evening untilmorning before
the LORD outside the curtain of the testimony in the tent
of meeting. This is a permanent statute throughout your
generations. 4 He must continually tend the lamps on the
pure gold lampstand in the LORD's presence.

5"Take fine flour and bake it into twelve loaves; each
loafis to be made with four quarts.® Arrange them in two
rows, six to a row, on the pure gold table before the LORD.
7Place pure frankincense near each row, so that it may
serve as a memorial portion for the bread and a fire of-
fering to the LORD. 8The bread is to be set out before the
LorD every Sabbath day as a permanent covenant obli-
gation on the part of the Israelites. 2 It belongs to Aaron
and his sons, who are to eat itin a holy place, for it is the
holiest portion for him from the fire offerings to the LoRD;
this is a permanent rule.”

10 Now the son of an Israelite mother and an Egyptian
father was among the Israelites. A fight broke out in the
camp between the Israelite woman's son and an Israelite
man."Herson cursed and blasphemed the Name, and they
broughthimto Moses. (His mother's name was Shelomith, a
daughter of Dibri of the tribe of Dan.) 12They puthimin cus-
tody untilthe LorD's decision could be made clear to them.

13Then the LorD spoke to Moses: 4" Bring the one who
has cursed to the outside of the camp and have all who
heard himlay theirhands on his head; then have the whole
community stone him. 5 And tell the Israelites: If anyone
curses his God, he will bear the consequences of his sin.
16\Whoeverblasphemes the name of the LORD mustbe put
to death; the whole community is to stone him. If he blas-
phemes the Name, he is to be put to death, whether the
resident alien or the native.

17"|famanKkills anyone, he must be put to death.8Who-
everkills an animal is to make restitution for it, life for life.
19|f any man inflicts a permanent injury on his neighbor,
whatever he has done is to be done to him:20 fracture for
fracture, eye for eye, tooth for tooth. Whatever injury he
inflicted on the person, the same is to be inflicted on him.
21\Whoever kills an animal is to make restitution for it, but
whoever Kills a person is to be put to death. 22You are to
have the same law for the resident alien and the native,
because | am the Lorp your God.”

23 After Moses spoke to the Israelites, they brought
the one who had cursed to the outside of the camp and
stoned him. So the Israelites did as the LORD had com-
manded Moses.

2 The Lorp spoke to Moses on Mount Sinai:2"“Speak

totheIsraelites and tellthem:Whenyou enter the
land | am giving you, the land will observe a Sabbath to
the LoRD. 3 You may sow your field for six years, and you
may prune your vineyard and gather its produce for six
years. 4But there will be a Sabbath of complete rest for
theland in the seventh year, a Sabbath to the LorRD: you
are not to sow your field or prune your vineyard. 5 You
are not to reap what grows by itself from your crop, or
harvest the grapes of your untended vines. It is to be a
year of complete rest for the land. Whatever the land
produces during the Sabbath year can be food for you
—foryourself, your male or female slave, and the hired
worker or alien who resides with you.” All of its growth
may serve as food for your livestock and the wild ani-
mals in your land.
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8"Youareto countseven sabbaticalyears, seventimes
sevenyears, so that the time period of the seven sabbati-
calyears amounts to forty-nine.®Then you are to sound a
trumpetloudly in the seventh month, on the tenth day of
the month; you will sound it throughout your land on the
Day of Atonement.0You are to consecrate the fiftieth year
and proclaim freedom in the land for all its inhabitants. It
will be your Jubilee, when each of you is to return to his
property and each of you to his clan. " The fiftieth year
will be your Jubilee; you are not to sow, reap what grows
by itself, or harvestits untended vines. 2 Itis to be holy to
youbecauseitis the Jubilee; you may only eatits produce
directly from the field.

13"|n this Year of Jubilee, each of you will return to his
property. 4 If you make a sale to your neighbor or a pur-
chasefromhim, donotcheatone another.’Youare tomake
the purchase fromyour neighbor based on the number of
yearssince thelastJubilee. Heis to sellto you based on the
number of remaining harvestyears.'¢You are toincrease
its price in proportion to a greater amount of years, and
decreaseits pricein proportion to alesseramountofyears,
because what heis selling to you is a number of harvests.
7You are not to cheat one another, but fear your God, for
| am the LorD your God.

18"You are to keep my statutes and ordinances and care-
fully observe them, so thatyoumaylive securely intheland.
9Then the land will yield its fruit, so that you can eat, be
satisfied, and live securely in the land. 20 |f you wonder:
‘What will we eat in the seventh year if we don’t sow or
gather our produce? ' 2!l will appoint my blessing for you
inthesixthyear, so thatitwill produce a crop sufficient for
threeyears.22\Whenyou sow in the eighth year, you willbe
eating from the previous harvest. You will be eating this
until the ninth year when its harvest comes in.

23"Theland is not to be permanently sold because it is
mine, and you are only aliens and temporary residents on
my land. 24 You are to allow the redemption of any land
you occupy.2s Ifyour brother becomes destitute and sells
partofhis property, his nearestrelative may come and re-
deem what his brother has sold. 26 [f a man has no family
redeemer, buthe prospers and obtains enough to redeem
hisland, 2” he may calculate the years since its sale, repay
thebalance tothe manhesolditto, and return to his prop-
erty.28 Butifhe cannotobtain enoughtorepay him, what
he sold willremain in the possession of its purchaser until
theYearof Jubilee.ltistobereleased at the Jubilee, so that
he may return to his property.

29"|f a man sells a residence in a walled city, his right
of redemption will last until a year has passed after its
sale; his right of redemption will last a year. 30 If it is not
redeemed by the end of a full year, then the house in the
walled city is permanently transferred to its purchaser
throughout his generations. Itis not to be released on the
Jubilee. 31 But houses in settlements that have no walls
around them are to be classified as open fields. The right
to redeem such houses stays in effect, and they are to be
released at the Jubilee.

32"Concerning the Levitical cities, the Levites always
havetherighttoredeem housesinthecities they possess.
33\Whatever property one of the Levites can redeem—a
housesoldinacity they possess—isto bereleased at the
Jubilee, because the houses inthe Levitical cities are their
possession among the Israelites. 34 The open pastureland
around their cities may not be sold, for it is their perma-
nentpossession.

03_CSB_OutreachBible_Aug17.indd 15

SABBATH YEARS AND JUBILEE

35"|fyourbrotherbecomes destitute and cannotsustain
himself among you, you are to support him as an alien or
temporaryresident, so thathe can continue toliveamong
you.36 Do not profitor take interest from him, but fearyour
God andletyour brotherlive amongyou.37You are not to
lend him your silver with interest or sell him your food for
profit. 38| am the LorD your God, who brought you out
of the land of Egypt to give you the land of Canaan and
to be your God.

39"|fyour brotheramong you becomes destitute and
sells himself to you, you must not force him to do slave
labor. 40 Let him stay with you as a hired worker or tem-
porary resident; he may work for you until the Year of Ju-
bilee.41Then he and his children are to be released from
you,and he may return to his clan and his ancestral prop-
erty. 42They are not to be sold as slaves, because they
are my servants that | brought out of the land of Egypt.
43You are nottorule over them harshly but fearyour God.
44Your male and female slaves are to be from the na-
tions around you; you may purchase male and female
slaves. 45You may also purchase them from the aliens
residing with you, or from their families living among
you—those bornin yourland.These may become your
property. 46 You may leave them to your sons after you
to inheritas property; you can make them slaves for life.
But concerning your brothers, the Israelites, you must
notrule over one another harshly.

47"|f an alien or temporary residentliving among you
prospers, butyour brother living near him becomes des-
titute and sells himselfto the alienlivingamongyou, or to
amember of the resident alien’s clan, 48 he has the right
of redemption after he has been sold. One of his broth-
ers may redeem him. 49 His uncle or cousin may redeem
him, orany of his close relatives from his clan may redeem
him.Ifhe prospers, he may redeem himself.5°The one who
purchased him is to calculate the time from the year he
sold himself to him until the Year of Jubilee. The price of
his sale will be determined by the number of years. It will
be set for him like the daily wages of a hired worker. 51 If
many years are stillleft, he must pay his redemption price
in proportion to them based on his purchase price. 52 If
only a few years remain until the Year of Jubilee, he will
calculate and pay the price of his redemption in propor-
tion to his remaining years. 53 He will stay with him like a
man hired year by year. Aresidentalienis notto rule over
himharshly inyoursight.54Ifheisnotredeemed in any of
these ways, he and his children are to be released at the
Year of Jubilee. 55 For the Israelites are my servants. They
are my servants that | brought out of the land of Egypt; |
am the Lorp your God.
2 "Do not make idols for yourselves, setup a carved

image or sacred pillar for yourselves, or place a

sculpted stone inyourland to bow down toit, forlam the
Lorp your God. 2Keep my Sabbaths and revere my sanc-
tuary; | am the LoRD.

3"If you follow my statutes and faithfully observe my
commands, 4| will give you rain at the right time, and the
land will yield its produce, and the trees of the field will
bear their fruit. 3 Your threshing will continue until grape
harvest, and the grape harvest will continue until sowing
time; you will have plenty of food to eat and live securely
inyourland. &1 will give peace to the land, and you will lie
down with nothing to frighten you. | will remove danger-
ous animals from theland, and no sword will pass through
yourland.”You will pursue your enemies, and they will fall
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before you by the sword. 8 Five of you will pursue a hun-
dred, and ahundred of you will pursue ten thousand; your
enemies will fall before you by the sword.

9”| will turn to you, make you fruitful and multiply you,
and confirm my covenant with you. ®You will eat the old
grain of the previous year and will clear out the old to make
room for the new. ™| will place my residence among you,
and | will not reject you. 2| will walk among you and be
your God, and you will be my people. | am the LorD your
God, who broughtyou outoftheland of Egypt, so thatyou
would no longer be their slaves. | broke the bars of your
yoke and enabled you tolive in freedom.

14"Butifyou donotobey me and observe all these com-
mands— '3 if you reject my statutes and despise my or-
dinances, and do not observe all my commands —and
break my covenant, 16 then | will do this to you: | will bring
terroronyou—wasting disease and fever that will cause
your eyes to fail and your life to ebb away. You will sow
your seed in vain because your enemies will eatit. 7| will
turn againstyou, so thatyou will be defeated by your en-
emies.Those who hate you will rule over you, and you will
flee even though no one is pursuing you.

18"But if after these things you will not obey me, | will
proceed to discipline you seven times foryour sins. ' [ will
break down your strong pride. | will make your sky like iron
andyourlandlike bronze, 20 and your strength will be used
up fornothing.Yourland willnotyield its produce, and the
trees of the land will not bear their fruit.

21"|f you act with hostility toward me and are unwill-
ing to obey me, | will multiply your plagues seven times
for your sins. 221 will send wild animals against you that
will deprive you of your children, ravage your livestock,
and reduce your numbers until your roads are deserted.

23"|fin spite of these things you do not accept my dis-
cipline, but act with hostility toward me, 24 then | will act
with hostility toward you; | also will strike you seven times
foryoursins. 2% | will bring a sword againstyou to execute
thevengeance of the covenant.Though you withdraw into
your cities, | willsend a pestilence among you, and you will
be delivered into enemy hands.26\When | cut off your sup-
ply of bread, ten women will bake your bread in a single
ovenand rationoutyour bread by weight, so thatyou will
eatbutnotbe satisfied.

27"And if in spite of this you do not obey me but act
with hostility toward me, 28 | will act with furious hostility
toward you; | will also discipline you seven times for your
sins. 22You will eat the flesh of your sons; you will eat the
flesh of your daughters. 30| will destroy your high places,
cut down your shrines, and heap your lifeless bodies on
the lifeless bodies of your idols; | will reject you. 311 will
reduce your cities to ruins and devastate your sanctuar-
ies. | will not smell the pleasing aroma of your sacrifices.
32| also will devastate theland, so thatyour enemies who
cometolive there will be appalled by it.33 But | willscatter
you among the nations, and | will draw a sword to chase
afteryou. Soyourland willbecome desolate, and your cit-
ies willbecome ruins.

34"Then theland will make up forits Sabbath years dur-
ingthetimeitlies desolate, whileyou arein theland of your
enemies. Atthattime theland willrestand make up forits
Sabbaths.35 Aslong as itlies desolate, it will have the rest
itdid nothave during your Sabbaths whenyoulived there.

36"| will put anxiety in the hearts of those of you who
survive inthelands of their enemies.The sound of a wind-
drivenleaf will putthem to flight, and they will flee as one
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flees from asword, andfall though no oneis pursuing them.
37They will stumble over one another as if fleeing from a
sword though no oneis pursuing them. You willnotbe able
tostand againstyourenemies. 38 You will perishamong the
nations; theland of your enemies will devouryou.3Those
who survive in thelands of your enemies will waste away
because of theiriniquity; they will also waste away because
of their fathers' iniquities along with theirs.

40"But when they confess their iniquity and the in-
iquity of their fathers — their unfaithfulness that they
practiced against me, and how they acted with hostili-
ty toward me, 4'and | acted with hostility toward them
and brought them into the land of their enemies —and
when their uncircumcised hearts are humbled and they
make amends for their iniquity, 42 then | willremember my
covenant with Jacob. | will also remember my covenant
with Isaac and my covenant with Abraham, and | will
remember the land. 43 For the land abandoned by them
will make up for its Sabbaths by lying desolate without
the people, while they make amends for their iniquity,
because they rejected my ordinances and abhorred my
statutes. 44 Yet in spite of this, while they are in the land
of their enemies, | will not reject or abhor them so as to
destroy them and break my covenant with them, since |
am the LORD their God. 45 For their sake | will remember
the covenant with their fathers, whom | brought out of
the land of Egypt in the sight of the nations to be their
God; | am the Lorp.”

46These are the statutes, ordinances, andlaws the LORD
established between himself and the Israelites through
Moses on Mount Sinai.
2 The LoRD spoke to Moses: 2“Speak to the Israel-

ites and tell them:When someone makes a special

vow to the LoRD that involves the assessment of people,
3if the assessment concerns a male from twenty to six-
ty years old, your assessment is fifty silver shekels mea-
sured by the standard sanctuary shekel. 4 If the person is
a female, your assessment is thirty shekels. 5 If the per-
son is from five to twenty years old, your assessment for
amale is twenty shekels and for a female ten shekels. 6 If
the person is from one month to five years old, your as-
sessment for a male s five silver shekels, and for a female
yourassessmentis three shekels of silver.” If the person is
sixty years ormore, your assessmentis fifteen shekels for
amale and ten shekels for afemale.8 Butif oneis too poor
topay the assessment, heis to present the person before
the priestand the priest will seta value for him.The priest
will seta value for him according to what the one making
the vow can afford.

9"|f the vow involves one of the animals that may be
brought as an offering to the LORD, any of these he gives
to the LorD will be holy. 1® He may not replace it or make
asubstitution for it, either good for bad, or bad for good.
Butifhe does substitute one animal for another, both that
animal and its substitute will be holy.

1"|f the vow involves any of the unclean animals that
may not be brought as an offering to the Lorp, the ani-
mal must be presented before the priest. 2 The priest will
set its value, whether high or low; the price will be set as
the priestmakes the assessment foryou.3 Ifthe onewho
broughtitdecides to redeem it, he mustadd a fifth to the
assessed value.

14"\When a man consecrates his house as holy to the
LoRD, the priest will assess its value, whether high or low.
The price will stand justas the priestassessesit.s Butifthe
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onewho consecrated his house redeemsit,he mustadda
fifth to the assessed value, and it will be his.

16”|f a man consecrates to the LORD any part of a field
that he possesses, your assessment of value will be pro-
portional to the seed needed to sow it, at the rate of fifty
silver shekels for every five bushels of barley seed. " If he
consecrates his field during the Year of Jubilee, the price
willstand according toyour assessment. 8 Butif he conse-
crates his field after the Jubilee, the priest will calculate the
price for him in proportion to the years left until the next
Year of Jubilee, so that your assessment will be reduced.
9]fthe one who consecrated the field decides to redeem
it, he must add a fifth to the assessed value, and the field
will transfer back to him. 20 But if he does not redeem the
field or if he has sold it to another man, it is no longer re-
deemable. 2'When the field is released in the Jubilee, it
will be holy to the LoRD like a field permanently set apart;
it becomes the priest's property.

22"|f a person consecrates to the LORD a field he has
purchased that is not part of his inherited landholding,
23then the priest will calculate for him the amount of the
assessment up to the Year of Jubilee, and the person will
pay the assessed value on thatday as a holy offering to the
Lorp.24IntheYear of Jubilee the field will return to the one
he bought it from, the original owner. 25 Allyour assessed
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values will be measured by the standard sanctuary shek-
el, twenty gerahs to the shekel.
26"Butnoone can consecrateafirstborn of thelivestock,
whether an animal from the herd or flock, to the LORD, be-
cause afirstborn already belongs to the LorD. 2’ Ifitis one
of the unclean livestock, it can be ransomed according to
your assessment by adding a fifth of its value to it. If it is
notredeemed, itcan be sold according to your assessment.
28"Nothing that a man permanently sets apart to the
Lorp from all he owns, whether aperson, an animal, or his
inheritedlandholding, can be sold or redeemed; everything
set apart is especially holy to the LorD. 22 No person who
has been set apart for destruction is to be ransomed; he
must be put to death.
30"Every tenth of the land’s produce, grain from the
soil or fruit from the trees, belongs to the LoRrp; it is holy
to the LorD. 31If a man decides to redeem any part of this
tenth, he mustadd afifth toits value.32 Every tenth animal
from the herd or flock, which passes under the shepherd’s
rod, will be holy to the LoRD. 33 He is not to inspect wheth-
eritis good or bad, and he is not to make a substitution
forit. Butif he does make a substitution, both the animal
and its substitute will be holy; they cannot be redeemed.”
34These are the commands the LorRD gave Moses for
the Israelites on Mount Sinai.
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The LorD spoke to Moses in the tent of meeting in the
Wilderness of Sinai, on the first day of the second month
ofthe secondyear after Israel's departure from theland of
Egypt:2"Take a census of the entire Israelite community by
their clans and their fathers' families, counting the names
of every male one by one.3You and Aaron are to register
those who are twenty years old or more by their military
divisions— everyone who can serve in Israel's army. 4 A
man from each tribe is to be with you, each one the head
of his ancestral family. 5These are the names of the men
who are to assist you:
Elizur son of Shedeur from Reuben;
6 Shelumiel son of Zurishaddai from Simeon;
7 Nahshon son of Amminadab from Judah;
8 Nethanelson of Zuar from Issachar;
9 Eliab son of Helon from Zebulun;
10 from the sons of Joseph:
Elishama son of Ammihud from Ephraim,
Gamaliel son of Pedahzur from Manasseh;
" Abidan son of Gideoni from Benjamin;
12 Ahiezer son of Ammishaddai from Dan;
13 Pagiel son of Ochran from Asher;
14 Eliasaph son of Deuel from Gad;
5 Anirason of Enan from Naphtali.
16These are the men called from the community; they are
leaders of their ancestral tribes, the heads of Israel’s clans.”
7So Moses and Aaron took these men who had been
designated by name, 8 and they assembled the whole com-
munity onthefirstday of the second month.They recorded
their ancestry by their clans and their ancestral families,
counting one by one the names of those twenty years old
ormore, ?just as the LORD commanded Moses. He regis-
tered them in the Wilderness of Sinai:
20The descendants of Reuben, the firstborn of Israel:
according to their family records by their clans
and their ancestral families, counting one by one
the names of every male twenty years old or more,
everyone who could serve in the army, 2'those
registered for the tribe of Reuben numbered 46,500.
22The descendants of Simeon: according to their
family records by their clans and their ancestral
families, those registered counting one by one the
names of every male twenty years old or more,
everyone who could serve in the army, 23 those
registered for the tribe of Simeon numbered 59, 300.
24The descendants of Gad: according to their family
records by their clans and their ancestral families,
counting the names of those twenty years old or
more, everyone who could serve in the army, 25 those
registered for the tribe of Gad numbered 45,650.
26The descendants of Judah: according to their
family records by their clans and their ancestral
families, counting the names of those twenty years
old or more, everyone who could serve in the army,
27those registered for the tribe of Judah numbered
74,600.
28The descendants of Issachar: according to their
family records by their clans and their ancestral
families, counting the names of those twenty years
old or more, everyone who could serve in the army,
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29those registered for the tribe of Issachar numbered
54,400.
30The descendants of Zebulun: according to their
family records by their clans and their ancestral
families, counting the names of those twenty years
old or more, everyone who could serve in the army,
31those registered for the tribe of Zebulun numbered
57.400.
32The descendants of Joseph:
The descendants of Ephraim: according to their
family records by their clans and their ancestral
families, counting the names of those twenty
years old or more, everyone who could serve in the
army, 3 those registered for the tribe of Ephraim
numbered 40,500.
34The descendants of Manasseh: according to their
family records by their clans and their ancestral
families, counting the names of those twenty
years old or more, everyone who could serve in the
army, 35 those registered for the tribe of Manasseh
numbered 32,200.
36The descendants of Benjamin: according to their
family records by their clans and their ancestral
families, counting the names of those twenty
years old or more, everyone who could serve in the
army, 37 those registered for the tribe of Benjamin
numbered 35,400.
38The descendants of Dan: according to their family
records by their clans and their ancestral families,
counting the names of those twenty years old or
more, everyone who could serve in the army, 3° those
registered for the tribe of Dan numbered 62,700.
40The descendants of Asher: according to their
family records by their clans and their ancestral
families, counting the names of those twenty years
old or more, everyone who could serve in the army,
41those registered for the tribe of Asher numbered
£41,500.
42The descendants of Naphtali: according to their
family records by their clans and their ancestral
families, counting the names of those twenty
years old or more, everyone who could serve in the
army, 43 those registered for the tribe of Naphtali
numbered 53,400.
44These are the men Moses and Aaron registered, with
the assistance of the twelve leaders of Israel; each repre-
sented his ancestral family. 45 So all the Israelites twenty
yearsold or more, everyone who could serveinIsrael'sarmy,
wereregistered by their ancestral families. 46 Allthose reg-
istered numbered 603,550.
41Butthe Levites were notregistered with them by their
ancestral tribe. 48 For the LORD had told Moses: 49“Do not
register or take a census of the tribe of Levi with the oth-
erlsraelites. 50 Appoint the Levites over the tabernacle of
the testimony, allits furnishings, and everythinginit.They
aretotransportthe tabernacle andallits articles, take care
ofit,and camp aroundit.5'Whenever the tabernacleis to
move, the Levites are to take it down, and whenever it is
to stop at a campsite, the Levites are to set it up. Any un-
authorized person who comes nearitis to be putto death.
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52"Thelsraelites are to camp by their military divisions,
each man with his encampment and under his banner.
53The Levites are to camp around the tabernacle of the
testimony and watch over it, so that no wrath will fall on
the Israelite community.” 54The Israelites did everything
just as the Lorp had commanded Moses.
The LorD spoke to Moses and Aaron:2"“The Israelites
aretocampunder theirrespective banners beside the
flags of their ancestral families. They are to camp around
the tent of meeting at a distance fromiit:
3 Judah's military divisions will camp on the east
side toward the sunrise under their banner.The
leader of the descendants of Judah is Nahshon
son of Amminadab. 4 His military division numbers
74,600.5The tribe of Issachar will camp next to it.
Theleader of the Issacharites is Nethanel son of Zuar.
6 His military division numbers 54,400.7The tribe of
Zebulun will be next. The leader of the Zebulunites
is Eliab son of Helon. 8 His military division numbers
57,400.°The total number in their military divisions
who belong to Judah's encampment is 186,400; they
willmove out first.
10 Reuben’s military divisions will camp on the south
side under their banner.The leader of the Reubenites
is Elizur son of Shedeur. 1 His military division
numbers 46,500.2The tribe of Simeon will camp
nexttoit.Theleader of the Simeonites is Shelumiel
son of Zurishaddai. 13 His military division numbers
59,300. 4 The tribe of Gad will be next. The leader of
the Gadites is Eliasaph son of Deuel. 5 His military
division numbers 45,650. 6 The total number in
their military divisions who belong to Reuben’s
encampmentis 151,450; they will move out second.
7The tent of meeting is to move out with the Levites’
camp, which is in the middle of the camps. They are
to move out just as they camp, each in his place, with
their banners.
18 Ephraim’s military divisions will camp on the west
side under their banner.The leader of the Ephraimites
is Elishama son of Ammihud. 1 His military division
numbers 40,500.2°The tribe of Manasseh will be
nexttoit.Theleader of the Manassites is Gamaliel
son of Pedahzur. 21 His military division numbers
32,200.22The tribe of Benjamin will be next. The
leader of the Benjaminites is Abidan son of Gideoni.
23 His military division numbers 35,400.24The total
in their military divisions who belong to Ephraim’s
encampment number 108, 100; they will move out
thira.
25Dan’s military divisions will camp on the north
side under their banner.The leader of the Danites is
Ahiezer son of Ammishaddai. 26 His military division
numbers 62,700.27The tribe of Asher will camp
nexttoit.Theleader of the Asherites is Pagiel son
of Ochran. 28 His military division numbers 41,500.
29The tribe of Naphtali will be next. The leader of
the Naphtalites is Ahira son of Enan. 30 His military
division numbers 53,400.31The total number who
belong to Dan’s encampment is 157,600; they are to
move outlast, with their banners.”
32These are the Israelites registered by their
ancestral families. The total number in the camps by
their military divisions is 603,550. 33 But the Levites
were not registered among the Israelites, just as the
Lorp had commanded Moses.
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34Thelsraelites did everything the Lorb commanded Mo-
ses; they camped by their banners in this way and moved
out the same way, each man by his clan and by his an-
cestral family.

These are the family records of Aaron and Moses at

the time the LoRD spoke with Moses on Mount Sinai.
2These are the names of Aaron’s sons: Nadab, the firstborn,
and Abinhu, Eleazar, and Ithamar. 3These are the names of
Aaron’s sons, the anointed priests, who were ordained to
serve as priests.4 But Nadab and Abihu died in the LorD's
presence when they presented unauthorized fire before
the LorD in the Wilderness of Sinai, and they had no sons.
So Eleazar and Ithamar served as priests under the direc-
tion of Aaron their father.

5The LorD spoke to Moses: 6 “Bring the tribe of Levinear
and present them to the priest Aaron to assisthim.? They
are to perform duties for him and the entire community
before the tent of meeting by attending to the service of
the tabernacle.8They are to take care of all the furnishings
ofthe tentof meeting and perform duties for the Israelites
by attending to the service of the tabernacle.® Assign the
Levites to Aaron and his sons; they have been assigned
exclusively to him from the Israelites. 1 You are to appoint
Aaron and his sons to carry out their priestly responsibil-
ities, but any unauthorized person who comes near the
sanctuary is to be put to death.”

The LoRD spoke to Moses: 12"See, | have taken the
Levites from the Israelites in place of every firstborn Isra-
elite from the womb. The Levites belong to me, 3 because
every firstborn belongs to me. At the time | struck down
every firstborn in the land of Egypt, | consecrated every
firstborn in Israel to myself, both man and animal. They
are mine; | am the Lorp.”

14The LoRrD spoke to Moses in the Wilderness of Sinai:
15"Register the Levites by their ancestral families and their
cdans.You aretoregister every male one month old ormore.”
16 S0 Moses registered them in obedience to the LoRD as
he had been commanded:

7These were Levi's sons by name: Gershon, Kohath,

and Merari. 18These were the names of Gershon’s

sons by their clans: Libni and Shimei. ? Kohath's

sons by their clans were Amram, Izhar, Hebron, and

Uzziel. 20 Merari's sons by their clans were Mahli and

Mushi.These were the Levite clans by their ancestral

families.

21The Libnite clan and the Shimeite clan came from

Gershon; these were the Gershonite clans. 22Those

registered, counting every male one month old or

more, numbered 7,500.23The Gershonite clans
camped behind the tabernacle on the west side,

24 and the leader of the Gershonite families was

Eliasaph son of Lael. 5 The Gershonites’ duties at the

tent of meeting involved the tabernacle, the tent, its

covering, the screen for the entrance to the tent of
meeting, 26 the hangings of the courtyard, the screen
for the entrance to the courtyard that surrounds the
tabernacle and the altar, and the tent ropes —all the
work relating to these.

27The Amramite clan, the Izharite clan, the Hebronite

clan, and the Uzzielite clan came from Kohath; these

were the Kohathites. 28 Counting every male one
month old or more, there were 8,600 responsible

for the duties of the sanctuary. 22 The clans of

the Kohathites camped on the south side of the

tabernacle, 30 and the leader of the families of the

8/4/17 2:36 PM



REDEMPTION OF THE FIRSTBORN VA

Kohathite clans was Elizaphan son of Uzziel. 3 Their
duties involved the ark, the table, the lampstand, the
altars, the sanctuary utensils that were used with
these, and the screen—and all the work relating to
them.32The chief of the Levite leaders was Eleazar
son of Aaron the priest; he had oversight of those
responsible for the duties of the sanctuary.

33The Mahlite clan and the Mushite clan came from

Merari; these were the Merarite clans.34Those

registered, counting every male one month old or

more, numbered 6,200.35The leader of the families
of the Merarite clans was Zuriel son of Abihail; they
camped on the north side of the tabernacle. 36 The
assigned duties of Merari's descendants involved

the tabernacle’s supports, crossbars, pillars, bases, all

its equipment, and all the work related to these, 37in

addition to the posts of the surrounding courtyard
with their bases, tent pegs, and ropes.

38 Moses, Aaron, and his sons, who performed the

duties of the sanctuary as a service on behalf of

the Israelites, camped in front of the tabernacle on

the east, in front of the tent of meeting toward the

sunrise. Any unauthorized person who came near it
was to be put to death.
39The total number of all the Levite males one month old
ormore thatMoses and Aaron registered by their clans at
the LorD’s command was 22,000.

40The Lorp told Moses: “Register every firstborn male of
the Israelites one month old or more, and list their names.
41You are to take the Levites forme —Iamthe LoRD —in
place of every firstborn among the Israelites, and the Le-
vites' cattleinplace of every firstborn among the Israelites’
cattle.”42So Moses registered every firstoorn among the
Israelites, as the LOoRD commanded him.43The total num-
ber of the firstborn males one month old or more listed
by name was 22,273.

44The LoRD spoke to Moses again: 45 “Take the Levites
inplace of every firstbornamong the Israelites, and the Le-
vites' cattle in place of their cattle. The Levites belong to
me; | am the LORD. 46 As the redemption price for the 273
firstborn Israelites who outnumber the Levites, 47 collect
five shekels for each person, according to the standard
sanctuary shekel—twenty gerahs to the shekel. 48 Give
thesilverto Aaron and his sons as the redemption price for
those who are in excess among the Israelites.”

4950 Moses collected the redemption amount from
thosein excess of the ones redeemed by the Levites.50 He
collected thesilver from the firstborn Israelites: 1,365 shek-
els measured by the standard sanctuary shekel. ' He gave
the redemption silver to Aaron and his sons in obedience
to the LoRD, just as the LorRD commanded Moses.

The LorDp spoke to Moses and Aaron: 2“"Among the

Levites, take a census of the Kohathites by their clans
and their ancestral families, > men from thirty years old to
fifty years old— everyone who is qualified to do work at
the tent of meeting.

4"The service of the Kohathites at the tent of meeting
concerns the most holy objects. 5Whenever the camp is
about to move on, Aaron and his sons are to go in, take
down the screening curtain, and cover the ark of the testi-
mony with it.6 They are to place over this a covering made
of fine leather, spread a solid blue cloth on top, and insert
its poles.

7"They are to spread a blue cloth over the table of the
Presence and place the plates and cups on it, as well as
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the bowls and pitchers for the drink offering. The regular
bread offering is to be on it. 8They are to spread a scarlet
cloth over them, cover them with a covering made of fine
leather, and insert the poles in the table.

9"They are to take a blue cloth and cover thelampstand
usedforlight, withitslamps, snuffers, and firepans, as well
asitsjars of oil by which they serviceit."°Then they are to
place it with all its utensils inside a covering made of fine
leather and put them on the carrying frame.

11"They are to spread a blue cloth over the gold altar,
coveritwithacoveringmade of fineleather, and insertits
poles. 12They are to take all the serving utensils they use
in the sanctuary, place them in a blue cloth, cover them
with a covering made of fine leather, and put them on a
carrying frame.

13"They are to remove the ashes from the bronze altar,
spread apurple cloth over it, ' and place all the equipment
onitthattheyuseinserving:thefirepans, meat forks, shov-
els, and basins — all the equipment of the altar. They are
to spread a covering made of fine leather over it and in-
sertits poles.

15"Aaron and his sons are to finish covering the holy
objects and all their equipment whenever the camp is to
move on. The Kohathites will come and carry them, but
they are notto touch the holy objects or they will die. These
are the transportation duties of the Kohathites regarding
the tent of meeting.

16"Eleazar, son of Aaron the priest, has oversight of the
lamp oil, the fragrantincense, the daily grain offering, and
theanointing oil. He has oversight of the entire tabernacle
and everything in it, the holy objects and their utensils.”

7Then the LorRD spoke to Moses and Aaron: 8"“Do not
allow the Kohathite tribal clans to be wiped out from the
Levites. 1 Do this for them so that they may live and not die
when they come near the mostholy objects: Aaron and his
sons are to go in and assign each man his task and trans-
portation duty.20The Kohathites are notto goinandlook
atthe holy objects as they are covered or they will die.”

21The Lorp spoke to Moses:22"Take a census of the Ger-
shonites also, by their ancestral families and their clans.
23 Register men from thirty years old to fifty years old, ev-
eryone who is qualified to perform service, to do work at
thetentofmeeting.24Thisis the service of the Gershonite
clans regarding work and transportation duties: 2 They are
to transport the tabernacle curtains, the tent of meeting
withits covering and the covering made of fineleatheron
top of it, the screen for the entrance to the tent of meet-
ing, 26 the hangings of the courtyard, the screen for the
entrance at the gate of the courtyard that surrounds the
tabernacle and the altar, along with theirropes and all the
equipmentfor their service.They will carry outeverything
that needs to be done with these items.

21"All the service of the Gershonites, all their transpor-
tation duties and all their other work, is to be done at the
command of Aaron and his sons; you are to assign to them
all that they are responsible to carry. 28This is the service
of the Gershonite clans at the tent of meeting, and their
duties will be under the direction of Ithamar son of Aar-
on the priest.

29"As for the Merarites, you are to register them by their
clans and their ancestral families. 30 Register men from
thirty years old to fifty years old, everyone whois qualified
to do the work of the tent of meeting. 31This is what they
areresponsible to carry as the whole of their service atthe
tent of meeting: the supports of the tabernacle, with its
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crossbars, pillars, and bases, 32 the posts of the surrounding
courtyard with theirbases, tentpegs, and ropes, including
all their equipment and all the work related to them. You
areto assign by name the items that they are responsible
to carry.33Thisis the service of the Merarite clans regard-
ing all their work at the tent of meeting, under the direc-
tion of thamar son of Aaron the priest.”

3450 Moses, Aaron, and the leaders of the communi-
ty registered the Kohathites by their clans and their an-
cestral families, 3 men from thirty years old to fifty years
old, everyone who was qualified for work at the tent of
meeting. 36 The men registered by their clans numbered
2,750.37These were the registered men of the Kohathite
clans, everyone who could serve at the tent of meeting.
Moses and Aaron registered them atthe LorD's command
through Moses.

38The Gershonites were registered by their clans and
their ancestral families, 3 men from thirty years old to fif-
ty years old, everyone who was qualified for work at the
tent of meeting. 40The men registered by their clans and
theirancestral families numbered 2,630.41These were the
registered men of the Gershonite clans. At the Lorp's com-
mand Moses and Aaron registered everyone who could
serve at the tent of meeting.

42The men of the Merarite clans were registered by
their clans and their ancestral families, 43 those from thir-
ty years old to fifty years old, everyone who was qualified
for work at the tent of meeting. 44The men registered by
their clans numbered 3,200. 43 These were the registered
men of the Merarite clans; Moses and Aaron registered
them at the LorD's command through Moses.

46 Moses, Aaron, and theleaders of Israel registered all
the Levites by their clans and their ancestral families, 4 from
thirty years old to fifty years old, everyone who was qual-
ified to do the work of serving at the tent of meeting and
transporting it. 48 Their registered men numbered 8,580.
49 Atthe LoRD's command they were registered under the
direction of Moses, each one according to his work and
transportation duty, and his assignment was as the LorRD
commanded Moses.

The Lorpinstructed Moses:2“Command the Israelites

to send away anyone from the camp who is afflicted
with a skin disease, anyone who has a discharge, or any-
one whoiis defiled because of a corpse. 3 Send away both
male or female; send them outside the camp, so that they
will not defile their camps where | dwell among them.”
4The Israelites did this, sending them outside the camp.
The Israelites did as the Lorp instructed Moses.

5The LorD spoke to Moses: 6 “Tell the Israelites:Whena
man orwoman commits anysinagainstanother, thatper-
son acts unfaithfully toward the LORD and is guilty.’The
personis to confess the sin he has committed. He is to pay
full compensation, add a fifth of its value to it, and give it
to the individual he has wronged. 8 But if that individual
has no relative to receive compensation, the compensa-
tion goes to the LorD for the priest, along with the atone-
mentram by which the priestwill make atonement for the
guilty person.® Every holy contribution the Israelites pre-
sentto the priestwill be his.® Each one’s holy contribution
is histo give; what each one gives to the priest will be his.”

"The LoRD spoke to Moses: 12“Speak to the Israelites
and tell them: If any man’s wife goes astray, is unfaithful
to him, 3 and sleeps with another, butitis concealed from
herhusband,andsheis undetected, even though she has
defiled herself, since there is no witness against her, and
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she wasn't caught in the act; *and if a feeling of jealou-
sy comes over the husband and he becomes jealous be-
cause of his wife who has defiled herself — or if a feeling
of jealousy comes over him and he becomes jealous of her
though she has notdefiled herself — 15 then the manis to
bring his wife to the priest. He is also to bring an offering
for her of two quarts of barley flour. He is not to pour oil
over it or put frankincense on it because it is a grain of-
fering of jealousy, a grain offering for remembrance to
draw attention to guilt.

16"The priestis to bring her forward and have her stand
before the LORD. 7 Then the priestis to take holy waterina
clay bowl, take some of the dust from the tabernacle floor,
and put it in the water. 18 After the priest has the woman
standbefore the LoRD, heis toletdown her hair and place
inherhands the grain offering for remembrance, whichis
the grain offering of jealousy. The priestis to hold the bit-
ter water that brings a curse. 1 The priest will require the
woman to take an oath and will say to her, If no man has
sleptwithyou, ifyou have notgone astray and become de-
filed while underyour husband’s authority, be unaffected
by this bitter water that brings a curse. 20 But if you have
gone astray while under your husband'’s authority, if you
have defiled yourself and aman other than your husband
has slept with you'— 21at this point the priest will make
the woman take the oath with the sworn curse, and he is
to say to her—'May the LorD make you into an object of
your people’s cursing and swearing when he makes your
womb shrivel and your belly swell. 22 May this water that
brings a curse enter your stomach, causing your belly to
swell and your womb to shrivel.’

"And the woman will reply, Amen, Amen.’

23"Then the priest is to write these curses on a scroll
and wash them off into the bitter water. 24 He will require
the woman to drink the bitter water that brings a curse,
and it will enter her to cause bitter suffering. 25 The priest
is to take the grain offering of jealousy from the woman,
present the offering before the LORD, and bring it to the
altar.26 The priest s to take a handful of the grain offering
asamemorial portion and burniton the altar. Afterward,
he will require the woman to drink the water.

27"\When he makes her drink the water, if she has de-
filed herself and been unfaithful to her husband, the water
thatbrings a curse will enter her to cause bitter suffering;
her belly will swell, and her womb will shrivel. She will be-
come a curse among her people. 28 But if the woman has
not defiled herself and is pure, she will be unaffected and
will be able to conceive children.

29"Thisis thelaw regarding jealousy when a wife goes
astray and defiles herself while under her husband's au-
thority, 30 or when a feeling of jealousy comes over a hus-
band and he becomesjealous of his wife. Heis to have the
woman stand before the LoRD, and the priest will carry out
allthese instructions for her.31The husband will be free of
guilt, but that woman will bear her iniquity.”

The Lorp instructed Moses: 2“Speak to the Israelites
and tellthem:When aman orwoman makes a special

vow, a Nazirite vow, to consecrate himself to the Lorp, 3 he
is to abstain from wine and beer. He must not drink vin-
egar made from wine or from beer. He must notdrink any
grape juice or eatfresh grapes orraisins. 4 He is not to eat
anything produced by the grapevine, from seeds to skin,
during the period of his consecration.

5"You must not cut his hair throughout the time of
his vow of consecration. He may be holy until the time
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is completed during which he consecrates himself to the
Lorb; he is to let the hair of his head grow long. 6 He must
not go near a dead body during the time he consecrates
himselftothe LorD.” Heis not to defile himself for his father
ormother,or hisbrother or sister, when they die, while the
mark of consecration to his God is on his head. 8 He is holy
to the LORD during the time of consecration.
9"|fsomeone suddenly dies near him, defiling his con-
secrated head, he must shave his head on the day of his
purification; heis to shave iton the seventh day.0 On the
eighth day heis to bring two turtledoves or two young pi-
geonstothe priestatthe entrance to the tent of meeting.
"The priestis to offer one as asin offering and the otheras
aburntoffering to make atonementon behalf of the Naz-
irite, since heincurred guiltbecause of the corpse. On that
day he is to consecrate his head again. 2 He is to rededi-
cate his time of consecration to the LorD and to bring a
year-old malelamb as aguilt offering. Butdo not count the
initial period of consecration because it became defiled.
13"Thisis thelaw of the Nazirite: On the day his time of
consecration is completed, he is to be brought to the en-
tranceto the tentof meeting.'4 Heis to presentan offering
to the LoRD of one unblemished year-old male lamb as a
burntoffering, one unblemished year-old femalelamb as a
sinoffering, one unblemished ram as a fellowship offering,
5 along with their grain offerings and drink offerings, and
abasket of unleavened cakes made from fine flour mixed
with oil, and unleavened wafers coated with oil.
16"The priest is to present these before the LorD and
sacrifice the Nazirite's sin offering and burnt offering.
7He will also offer the ram as a fellowship sacrifice to the
LorD, together with the basket of unleavened bread.Then
the priest will offer the accompanying grain offering and
drink offering.
18"The Nazirite is to shave his consecrated head at the
entrance to the tentof meeting, take the hair from his head,
and putiton the fire under the fellowship sacrifice.® The
priestis to take the boiled shoulder from the ram, one un-
leavened cake from the basket, and one unleavened wa-
fer, and put them into the hands of the Nazirite after he
has shaved his consecrated head. 20The priest is to pre-
sent them as a presentation offering before the LoRD. It
is a holy portion for the priest, in addition to the breast of
the presentation offering and the thigh of the contribu-
tion. After that, the Nazirite may drink wine.
21"These are the instructions about the Nazirite who
vows his offering to the Lorp for his consecration, in ad-
ditionto whatever else he can afford; he must fulfill what-
ever vow he makes in keeping with the instructions for
his consecration.”
22The Lorp spoke to Moses: 23 “Tell Aaron and his sons,
‘This is how you are to bless the Israelites. You should say
to them,
24 "May the LoRD bless you and protect you;
25 may the LoRD make his face shine on you
and be gracious to you;
26 may the LORD look with favor on you
and give you peace.”’
27|n this way they will pronounce my name over the Isra-
elites, and | will bless them.”
On the day Moses finished setting up the tabernacle,
he anointed and consecrated itand all its furnishings,
along with the altar and all its utensils. After he anointed
and consecrated these things, 2the leaders of Israel, the
heads of their ancestral families, presented an offering.
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They were the tribal leaders who supervised the regis-
tration. 3They brought as their offering before the LORD
six covered carts and twelve oxen, a cart from every two
leaders and an ox from each one, and presented them in
front of the tabernacle.

4The LoRD said to Moses, 5 “Accept these from them
to be used in the work of the tent of meeting, and give
this offering to the Levites, to each division according to
their service.”

650 Moses took the carts and oxen and gave them to
the Levites.” He gave the Gershonites two carts and four
oxen corresponding to their service, 8and gave the Me-
rarites four carts and eight oxen corresponding to their
service, under the direction of Ithamar son of Aaron the
priest. 2 But he did not give any to the Kohathites, since
theirresponsibility was service related to the holy objects
carried on their shoulders.

10Theleaders also presented the dedication gift for the
altarwhenitwas anointed.Theleaders presented their of-
ferings in front of the altar. "The Lorp told Moses, “Each
day have one leader present his offering for the dedica-
tion of the altar.”

2The one who presented his offering on the first

day was Nahshon son of Amminadab from the

tribe of Judah. 3 His offering was one silver dish

weighing 3 Y2 pounds and one silver basin weighing

1% pounds, measured by the standard sanctuary

shekel, both of them full of fine flour mixed with oil

for a grain offering; 14 one gold bowl weighing four
ounces, full of incense; 1> one young bull, one ram,
and one malelamb a year old, for a burnt offering;

16 one male goat for a sin offering; 7 and two bulls,

five rams, five male goats, and five male lambs a year

old, for the fellowship sacrifice. This was the offering
of Nahshon son of Amminadab.

18 0n the second day Nethanel son of Zuar, leader of

Issachar, presented an offering. " As his offering, he

presented one silver dish weighing 3 %2 pounds and

onesilver basin weighing 1% pounds, measured by
the standard sanctuary shekel, both of them full of
fine flour mixed with oil for a grain offering; 20 one
gold bowl weighing four ounces, full of incense;
21one young bull, one ram, and one male lamb a year
old, for a burnt offering; 22 one male goat for a sin
offering; 23 and two bulls, five rams, five male goats,
and five male lambs a year old, for the fellowship
sacrifice. This was the offering of Nethanel son of

Zuar.

240n the third day Eliab son of Helon, leader of the

Zebulunites, presented an offering. 25 His offering

was one silver dish weighing 3 4 pounds and one

silver basin weighing 1% pounds, measured by the
standard sanctuary shekel, both of them full of fine
flour mixed with oil for a grain offering; 26 one gold
bowl weighing four ounces, full of incense; 2 one
young bull, one ram, and one male lamb a year

old, for a burnt offering; 26 one male goat forasin

offering; 22 and two bulls, five rams, five male goats,

and five male lambs a year old, for the fellowship
sacrifice. This was the offering of Eliab son of Helon.

30 On the fourth day Elizur son of Shedeur, leader of

the Reubenites, presented an offering. 31 His offering

was one silver dish weighing 3 4 pounds and one
silver basin weighing 1% pounds, measured by the
standard sanctuary shekel, both of them full of fine
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flour mixed with oil for a grain offering; 32 one gold
bowl weighing four ounces, full of incense; 33 one
young bull, one ram, and one male lamb a year

old, for a burnt offering; 34 one male goat for a sin
offering; 3 and two bulls, five rams, five male goats,
and five male lambs a year old, for the fellowship
sacrifice. This was the offering of Elizur son of
Shedeur.

36 On the fifth day Shelumiel son of Zurishaddai,
leader of the Simeonites, presented an offering. 37 His
offering was one silver dish weighing 3 %4 pounds
and one silver basin weighing 1% pounds, measured
by the standard sanctuary shekel, both of them full
of fine flour mixed with oil for a grain offering; 38 one
gold bowl weighing four ounces, full of incense;

39 one young bull, one ram, and one male lamb a year
old, for a burnt offering; 42 one male goat forasin
offering; 4*and two bulls, five rams, five male goats,
and five male lambs a year old, for the fellowship
sacrifice. This was the offering of Shelumiel son of
Zurishaddai.

420n the sixth day Eliasaph son of Deuel, leader of
the Gadites, presented an offering. 43 His offering
was one silver dish weighing 3 4 pounds and one
silver basin weighing 13 pounds, measured by the
standard sanctuary shekel, both of them full of fine
flour mixed with oil for a grain offering; 44 one gold
bowl weighing four ounces full of incense; 45 one
young bull, one ram, and one male lamb a year

old, for a burnt offering; 46 one male goat for a sin
offering; 47 and two bulls, five rams, five male goats,
and five male lambs a year old, for the fellowship
sacrifice. This was the offering of Eliasaph son of
Deuel.

48 0n the seventh day Elishama son of Ammihud,
leader of the Ephraimites, presented an offering.

49 His offering was one silver dish weighing 3 ¥4
pounds and one silver basin weighing 1% pounds,
measured by the standard sanctuary shekel, both

of them full of fine flour mixed with oil for a grain
offering; 59 one gold bowl weighing four ounces, full
of incense; 5 one young bull, one ram, and one male
lamb a year old, for a burnt offering; 52 one male goat
for asin offering; 33 and two bulls, five rams, five
male goats, and five male lambs a year old, for the
fellowship sacrifice. This was the offering of Elishama
son of Ammihud.

54 On the eighth day Gamaliel son of Pedahzur, leader
of the Manassites, presented an offering. 55 His
offering was one silver dish weighing 3 %2 pounds
and one silver basin weighing 1% pounds, measured
by the standard sanctuary shekel, both of them full
of fine flour mixed with oil for a grain offering; 56 one
gold bowl weighing four ounces, full of incense;

57 one young bull, one ram, and one male lamb a year
old, for a burnt offering; *8 one male goat for a sin
offering; 59 and two bulls, five rams, five male goats,
and five male lambs a year old, for the fellowship
sacrifice. This was the offering of Gamaliel son of
Pedahzur.

60 On the ninth day Abidan son of Gideoni, leader

of the Benjaminites, presented an offering. 61 His
offering was one silver dish weighing 3 %2 pounds
and one silver basin weighing 1% pounds, measured
by the standard sanctuary shekel, both of them full
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of fine flour mixed with oil for a grain offering; 62 one
gold bowl weighing four ounces, full of incense;
63 one young bull, one ram, and one male lamb a year
old, for a burnt offering; 64 one male goat for asin
offering; 65 and two bulls, five rams, five male goats,
and five male lambs a year old, for the fellowship
sacrifice. This was the offering of Abidan son of
Gideoni.
66 On the tenth day Ahiezer son of Ammishaddai,
leader of the Danites, presented an offering. 67 His
offering was one silver dish weighing 3 %2 pounds
and one silver basin weighing 1% pounds, measured
by the standard sanctuary shekel, both of them full
of fine flour mixed with oil for a grain offering; 68 one
gold bowl weighing four ounces, full of incense;
69 one young bull, one ram, and one male lamb a year
old, for a burnt offering; 7 one male goat forasin
offering; 71 and two bulls, five rams, five male goats,
and five male lambs a year old, for the fellowship
sacrifice. This was the offering of Ahiezer son of
Ammishaddai.
720n the eleventh day Pagiel son of Ochran, leader of
the Asherites, presented an offering. 3 His offering
was one silver dish weighing 3 4 pounds and one
silver basin weighing 1% pounds, measured by the
standard sanctuary shekel, both of them full of fine
flour mixed with oil for a grain offering; 74 one gold
bowl weighing four ounces, full of incense; 7> one
young bull, one ram, and one male lamb a year
old, for a burnt offering; 76 one male goat for a sin
offering; 7 and two bulls, five rams, five male goats,
and five male lambs a year old, for the fellowship
sacrifice. This was the offering of Pagiel son of
Ochran.
78 On the twelfth day Ahira son of Enan, leader of the
Naphtalites, presented an offering. 7 His offering
was one silver dish weighing 3 2 pounds and one
silver basin weighing 1% pounds, measured by the
standard sanctuary shekel, both of them full of fine
flour mixed with oil for a grain offering; 8% one gold
bowl weighing four ounces, full of incense; 8 one
young bull, one ram, and one male lamb a year
old, for a burnt offering; 82 one male goat for a sin
offering; 83 and two bulls, five rams, five male goats,
and five male lambs a year old, for the fellowship
sacrifice. This was the offering of Ahira son of Enan.
84This was the dedication gift from the leaders of Isra-
elfor the altar when it was anointed: twelve silver dishes,
twelve silver basins, and twelve gold bowls. 8 Each silver
dish weighed 3 2 pounds, and each basin 13 pounds.The
total weightof thesilver articles was 60 pounds measured
by the standard sanctuary shekel. 8¢ The twelve gold bowls
fullofincense each weighed four ounces measured by the
standard sanctuary shekel. The total weight of the gold
bowlswas 3 pounds.87 Allthelivestock for the burntoffering
totaled twelve bulls, twelve rams, and twelve malelambs a
yearold, with their grain offerings, and twelve male goats
for the sin offering. 88 All the livestock for the fellowship
sacrifice totaled twenty-four bulls, sixty rams, sixty male
goats, and sixty male lambs a year old. This was the dedi-
cation gift for the altar after it was anointed.
89\When Moses entered the tent of meeting to speak
with the Lorp, he heard the voice speaking to him from
above the mercy seatthatwas onthe ark of the testimony,
frombetween the two cherubim. He spoke to him thatway.
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The LorD spoke to Moses: 2“Speak to Aaron and tell
him:Whenyousetup thelamps, the sevenlamps are to
givelightinfrontofthelampstand.”3 So Aarondid this; he
setupitslampstogivelightinfrontofthelampstandjustas
the Lorp had commanded Moses. 4This is the way the lamp-
stand was made: it was a hammered work of gold, ham-
mered fromits base toits flower petals. Thelampstand was
made according to the pattern the LorD had shown Moses.
5The LorD spoke to Moses: &“Take the Levites from
among the Israelites and ceremonially cleanse them.” Do
this to them for their purification: Sprinkle them with the
purification water. Have them shave their entire bodies and
wash their clothes, and so purify themselves.
8"They are to take a young bull and its grain offering
of fine flour mixed with oil, and you are to take a second
young bullforasin offering.® Bring the Levites before the
tent of meeting and assemble the entire Israelite com-
munity. 1°Then present the Levites before the LorD, and
have the Israelites lay their hands on them. ' Aaron is to
present the Levites before the LORD as a presentation of-
fering from the Israelites, so that they may perform the
LorD's work. 2 Next the Levites are to lay their hands on
the heads of the bulls. Sacrifice one as a sin offering and
the other as a burnt offering to the LoRD, to make atone-
ment for the Levites.
13"You are to have the Levites stand before Aaron and
his sons, and you are to present them before the LORD as
apresentation offering. ' In this way you are to separate
the Levites from the rest of the Israelites so that the Le-
vites will belong to me. 15 After that the Levites may come
to serve at the tent of meeting, once you have ceremoni-
ally cleansed them and presented them as a presentation
offering. 18 For they have been exclusively assigned to me
from the Israelites. | have taken them for myself in place
of all who come first from the womb, every Israelite first-
born. " For every firstborn among the Israelites is mine,
both man and animal. | consecrated them to myself on
the day | struck down every firstborn in the land of Egypt.
18But | have taken the Levites in place of every firstborn
among the Israelites.® From the Israelites, | have given the
Levites exclusively to Aaron and his sons to perform the
work for the Israelites at the tent of meeting and to make
atonement on their behalf, so that no plague will come
againstthe Israelites when they approach the sanctuary.”
20 Moses, Aaron, and the entire Israelite community did
this to the Levites.The Israelites did everything to them the
Lorp commanded Moses regarding the Levites.21The Le-
vites purified themselves and washed their clothes; then
Aaron presented them before the LORD as a presentation
offering. Aaron also made atonement for them to cleanse
them ceremonially. 22 After that, the Levites came to do
their work at the tent of meeting in the presence of Aar-
onand his sons.So they did to them as the LorRD had com-
manded Moses concerning the Levites.
23The LorD spoke to Moses: 24"Inregard to the Levites:
From twenty-five years old or more, a man enters the ser-
viceinthe work atthe tentof meeting. 2% But atfifty years
old heistoretire from his serviceinthe work and nolonger
serve.26 Hemay assisthis brothers to fulfill responsibilities
atthetentofmeeting, buthe mustnotdo the work.Thisis
howyou are to deal with the Levites regarding their duties.”
In the first month of the second year after their de-
parture from theland of Egypt, the LORD told Moses in
theWilderness of Sinai:2"The Israelites are to observe the
Passover atits appointed time.3You mustobserve itatits
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appointed time on the fourteenth day of this month at twi-
light; you are to observeitaccording to allits statutes and
ordinances.” 4 So Moses told the Israelites to observe the
Passover, 5 and they observed it in the first month on the
fourteenth day attwilightin theWilderness of Sinai.The Is-
raelites did everything as the Lorp had commanded Moses.

6 Butthere were some men who were unclean because
ofahuman corpse, so they could not observe the Passover
onthatday.These men came before Moses and Aaron the
same day 7 and said to him, “We are unclean because of
a human corpse. Why should we be excluded from pre-
senting the LoRD's offering atits appointed time with the
other Israelites? "

8Moses replied to them, “Wait here until | hear what
the LorRD commands for you.”

9Then the LoRD spoke to Moses: 10“Tell the Israelites:
When any one of you or your descendants is unclean be-
cause of a corpse or is on a distant journey, he may still
observe the Passover to the LorDp. " Such people are to
observe itin the second month, on the fourteenth day at
twilight.They are to eat the animal with unleavened bread
andbitter herbs;2they may notleave any of ituntilmorn-
ing or break any of its bones.They must observe the Pass-
over according to all its statutes.

13"But the man who is ceremonially clean, is noton a
journey, and yet fails to observe the Passover is to be cut
off from his people, because he did not present the LORD's
offering atits appointed time.Thatman will bear the con-
sequences of his sin.

14"|fan alien resides with you and wants to observe the
Passoverto the Lorp, heis todoitaccording to the Passover
statuteandits ordinances.You are to apply the same stat-
ute to both the resident alien and the native of theland.”

15 On the day the tabernacle was set up, the cloud cov-
ered the tabernacle, the tent of the testimony, and it ap-
peared like fire above the tabernacle from evening until
morning. 16 [t remained that way continuously: the cloud
would coverit, appearing like fire at night.7Whenever the
cloud was lifted up above the tent, the Israelites would set
out; at the place where the cloud stopped, there the Isra-
elites camped. '8 Atthe LorD's command the Israelites set
out, and at the Lorp's command they camped. Aslong as
the cloud stayed over the tabernacle, they camped.

9 Even when the cloud stayed over the tabernacle
many days, the Israelites carried out the LORD's require-
mentand did notsetout.2° Sometimes the cloud remained
over the tabernacle for only a few days. They would camp
at the Lorp’s command and set out at the LorD’s com-
mand.2'Sometimes the cloud remained only from evening
until morning; when the cloud lifted in the morning, they
set out. Or if it remained a day and a night, they moved
out when the cloud lifted. 22Whether it was two days, a
month, orlonger, the Israelites camped and did not setout
aslong as the cloud stayed over the tabernacle. But when
it was lifted, they set out. 2They camped at the LORD's
command, and they set out at the LorD's command.They
carried out the LoRD's requirement according to his com-
mand through Moses.

1 The Lorb spoke to Moses: 2“Make two trumpets of

hammered silver to summon the community and
have the camps set out.3When both are sounded inlong
blasts, the entire community is to gather before you at
the entrance to the tent of meeting. 4 However, if one is
sounded, only the leaders, the heads of Israel’s clans, are
to gather before you.
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5"When you sound shortblasts, the camps pitched on
the east are to set out. 6\WWhen you sound short blasts a
second time, the camps pitched on the south are to set
out. Short blasts are to be sounded for them to set out.
7When calling the assembly together, you are to soundlong
blasts, not short ones. 8 The sons of Aaron, the priests, are
to sound the trumpets. Your use of these is a permanent
statute throughout your generations.

9"When you enter into battle in your land against an
adversary who is attacking you, sound shortblasts on the
trumpets, and you will be remembered before the LORD your
God and be saved from your enemies. °You are to sound
the trumpets overyour burntofferings and your fellowship
sacrifices and on your joyous occasions, your appointed
festivals, and the beginning of each of your months. They
will serve as a reminder for you before your God: | am the
Lorb your God.”

1 During the second year, in the second month on the
twentieth day of the month, the cloud was lifted up above
the tabernacle of the testimony. 2 The Israelites traveled
on from the Wilderness of Sinai, moving from one place
to the next until the cloud stopped in the Wilderness of
Paran.3They set out for the first time according to the
Lorp’s command through Moses.

14The military divisions of the camp of Judah's descen-
dants with their banner set out first, and Nahshon son of
Amminadab was over their divisions. 1> Nethanel son of
Zuar was over the division of the tribe of Issachar’s de-
scendants, 6 and Eliab son of Helon was over the division
of the tribe of Zebulun's descendants. 7 The tabernacle was
then taken down, and the Gershonites and the Merarites
setout, transporting the tabernacle.

18The military divisions of the camp of Reuben with
their banner set out, and Elizur son of Shedeur was over
their divisions. 1 Shelumiel son of Zurishaddai was over
the division of the tribe of Simeon’s descendants, 2 and
Eliasaph son of Deuel was over the division of the tribe of
Gad's descendants. 2'The Kohathites then set out, trans-
porting the holy objects; the tabernacle was to be set up
before their arrival.

22 Next the military divisions of the camp of Ephraim’s
descendants with their banner set out, and Elishama son
of Ammihud was over their divisions. 23 Gamaliel son of
Pedahzur was over the division of the tribe of Manasseh'’s
descendants, 24 and Abidan son of Gideoni was over the
division of the tribe of Benjamin’s descendants.

25The military divisions of the camp of Dan’s descen-
dants with their banner set out, serving as rear guard for
allthe camps, and Ahiezer son of Ammishaddai was over
their divisions. 26 Pagiel son of Ochran was over the divi-
sion of the tribe of Asher's descendants, 2 and Ahira son
of Enanwas over the division of the tribe of Naphtali's de-
scendants. 28 This was the order of march for the Israelites
by their military divisions as they set out.

29 Mosessaidto Hobab, descendantof Reuel the Midian-
iteand Moses's relative by marriage: Reuel the Midianite:
"We're setting out for the place the Lorp promised:’l will
giveittoyou.Come with us, and we will treatyou well, for
the LORD has promised good things to Israel.”

30 Byt he replied to him, “l don't want to go. Instead, |
willgo to my own land and my relatives.”

31"Please don'tleave us,” Moses said, “since you know
where we should campin the wilderness, and you canserve
asoureyes. 32 [fyou come with us, whatever good the LORD
does for us we will do for you.”
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33They set out from the mountain of the LorRD onathree-
day journey with the ark of the LORD's covenant traveling
ahead of them for those three days to seek aresting place
for them. 34 Meanwhile, the cloud of the LORD was over
them by day when they set out from the camp.

35\Whenever the ark set out, Moses would say:

Arise, LorRD!
Letyour enemies be scattered,
and those who hate you flee from your presence.
36\When it came to rest, he would say:
Return, LoRD,
to the countless thousands of Israel.
1 Now the people began complaining openly before
the Lorp about hardship.When the Lorp heard, his
anger burned, and fire from the LorD blazed among them
and consumed the outskirts of the camp.2Then the people
cried outto Moses, and he prayed to the LorD, and the fire
died down. 3 So that place was named Taberah, because
the LorD's fire had blazed among them.
4Theriffraffamong them had a strong craving for oth-
erfood.TheIsraelites wept again and said, “Who will feed
us meat? 5We remember the free fish we ate in Egypt,
along with the cucumbers, melons, leeks, onions, and gar-
lic.6 Butnow our appetite is gone; there’s nothing tolook
atbutthismanna! "

7The mannaresembled coriander seed, and its appear-
ance waslike that of bdellium.8The people walked around
and gatheredit.They grounditon apair of grinding stones
orcrusheditinamortar, then boileditinacooking potand
shaped itinto cakes. [t tasted like a pastry cooked with the
finest oil. ®When the dew fell on the camp at night, the
manna would fall with it.

10 Moses heard the people, family after family, weeping
attheentrance of theirtents.The LorD was very angry; Mo-
ses was also provoked. 1 So Moses asked the Lorb, “Why
have you brought such trouble on your servant? Why are
youangry with me,and why doyou burden me with all these
people? 12Did | conceive all these people? Did | give them
birth so you should tell me, ‘Carry them at your breast, as
ananny carries ababy,” to theland thatyou swore to give
theirfathers?3Where can | get meat to give all these peo-
ple? Forthey are weeping to me, 'Give us meat to eat! ' 141
can't carry all these people by myself. They are too much
for me. 5 f you are going to treat me like this, please kill
me right now if | have found favor with you, and don'tlet
me see my misery anymore.”

16The LorD answered Moses, “Bring me seventy men
from Israelknown toyou as elders and officers of the peo-
ple.Take them to the tentof meeting and have them stand
there with you. 7 Then | will come down and speak with
you there. | will take some of the Spirit who is on you and
put the Spiriton them.They will help you bear the burden
ofthe people, so thatyou do nothave to bearitby yourself.

18"Tell the people: Consecrate yourselves in readiness
for tomorrow, and you will eat meat because you weptin
the LorD's hearing,'Who will feed us meat? We were better
offin Egypt.' The Lorp will give you meat and you will eat.
19You will eat, not for one day, or two days, or five days, or
tendays, or twenty days, 20 but for a whole month — until
it comes out of your nostrils and becomes nauseating to
you—because you have rejected the LORD whois among
you, and weptbefore him:'Why did we everleave Egypt? "

21BytMoses replied, “I'min the middle of a people with
sixhundred thousand footsoldiers, yetyousay, 'l will give
them meat, and they will eat for a month." 22If flocks and
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herds were slaughtered for them, would they have enough?
Or if all the fish in the sea were caught for them, would
they have enough?”

23The Lorp answered Moses, “Is the LORD's arm weak ?
Now you will see whether or not what | have promised
will happen to you.”

24 Moses wentoutand told the people the words of the
Lorp. He brought seventy men from the elders of the peo-
ple and had them stand around the tent.25Then the LOrRD
descended in the cloud and spoke to him.He took some of
the Spirit that was on Moses and placed the Spirit on the
seventy elders. As the Spirit rested on them, they prophe-
sied, butthey never diditagain.26 Two men had remained
in the camp, one named Eldad and the other Medad; the
Spiritrested onthem — they were among those listed, but
hadnotgone outto the tent— and they prophesiedin the
camp. 2’ Ayoung man ran and reported to Moses, “Eldad
and Medad are prophesying in the camp.”

28 Joshua sonof Nun, assistant to Moses since his youth,
responded, “Moses, my lord, stop them!”

29 ButMoses asked him, "Areyoujealous onmyaccount?
If only all the LorD's people were prophets and the LorRD
would place his Spirit on them! " 30Then Moses returned
to the camp along with the elders of Israel.

31 A wind sent by the LORD came up and blew quail in
from the sea; it dropped them all around the camp. They
were flying three feet off the ground for about a day's jour-
ney in every direction. 32The people were up all that day
and night and all the next day gathering the quail—the
onewhotook theleast gatheredfifty bushels —and they
spread them out all around the camp.

33While the meat was still between their teeth, before
itwas chewed, the LORD's anger burned against the peo-
ple, and the LoRD struck them with a very severe plague.
3450 they named that place Kibroth-hattaavah, because
there they buried the people who had craved the meat.

35 From Kibroth-hattaavah the people moved on to Ha-
zeroth and remained there.

1 2 Miriam and Aaron criticized Moses because of the
Cushite woman he married (for he had married a
Cushite woman). 2They said, “Does the LORD speak only
through Moses? Does he notalso speak through us? “ And
the LoRD heard it. 3 Moses was a very humble man, more
so than anyone on the face of the earth.
4Suddenly the Lorp said to Moses, Aaron, and Miri-
am, "You three come out to the tent of meeting.” So the
three of them went out. 3Then the LORD descended in a
pillar of cloud, stood at the entrance to the tent, and sum-
moned Aaron and Miriam. When the two of them came
forward, ® he said:
“Listen to what I say:
If there is a prophet among you from the LORD,
| make myself known to him in a vision;
| speak with himin adream.
7 Notso with my servant Moses;
he is faithful in all my household.
8 |speak with himdirectly,
openly, and notinriddles;
he sees the form of the LoRD.
Sowhy wereyou notafraid tospeak againstmyservant Mo-
ses? "9The LorD's angerburned againstthem, and he left.
10 As the cloud moved away from the tent, Miriam's skin
suddenly became diseased, resembling snow.When Aar-
onturned toward her, he saw thatshe was diseased "' and
said to Moses, “My lord, please don’t hold against us this

04_CSB_OutreachBible_Aug17.indd 9

77

NUMBERS 11-13

sinwe have so foolishly committed. 2 Please don'tlet her
be like a dead baby whose flesh is half eaten away when
he comes out of his mother's womb.”

13Then Moses cried out to the LORD, “God, please heal
her!”

14The LorD answered Moses, “If her father had merely
spitin herface, wouldn't she remain in disgrace for seven
days? Letherbe confined outside the camp for seven days;
after that she may be brought back in.” 5 So Miriam was
confined outside the camp for seven days, and the people
did notmove on until Miriam was broughtbackin.6 After
that, the people setout from Hazeroth and camped in the
Wilderness of Paran.

1 The Lorp spoke to Moses: 2" Send men to scoutout
theland of Canaan lamgiving to the Israelites.Send
one man who is aleader among them from each of their
ancestral tribes.” 3 Moses sent them from the Wilderness
of Paranatthe Lorp's command. All the men wereleaders
inlsrael. 4These were their names:
Shammua son of Zaccur from the tribe of Reuben;
5 Shaphatson of Hori from the tribe of Simeon;
6 Caleb son of Jephunneh from the tribe of Judah;
7 |galson of Joseph from the tribe of Issachar;
8  Hosheason of Nun from the tribe of Ephraim;
9  Paltison of Raphu from the tribe of Benjamin;
10 Gaddiel son of Sodi from the tribe of Zebulun;
1 Gaddison of Susi from the tribe of Manasseh
(from the tribe of Joseph);
2. Ammiel son of Gemalli from the tribe of Dan;
13 Sethurson of Michael from the tribe of Asher;
14 Nahbison of Vophsi from the tribe of Naphtali;
5 Geuel son of Machi from the tribe of Gad.
16These were the names of the men Moses sent to scoutout
theland,and Moses renamed Hosheason of Nun, Joshua.
7\When Moses sent them to scout out the land of Ca-
naan, he told them, “Go up this way to the Negev, then
go up into the hill country.18 See what theland is like, and
whetherthe people wholive there are strong or weak, few
or many. |s the land they live in good or bad? Are the
cities they live in encampments or fortifications? 20 s the
land fertile or unproductive? Are there trees in it or not?
Be courageous. Bring back some fruit from the land.” It
was the season for the first ripe grapes.

2150 they went up and scouted out the land from the
Wilderness of Zin as far as Rehob near the entrance to Ha-
math.22They went up through the Negev and came to He-
bron, where Ahiman, Sheshai, and Talmai, the descendants
of Anak, wereliving. Hebron was built seven years before
Zoan in Egypt. 22When they came to the Valley of Eshcol,
they cut down a branch with a single cluster of grapes,
which was carried on a pole by two men. They also took
some pomegranates and figs. 24 That place was called the
Valley of Eshcol because of the cluster of grapes the Isra-
elites cut there. 25 At the end of forty days they returned
from scouting out theland.

26The men went back to Moses, Aaron, and the entire
Israelite community in the Wilderness of Paran at Kadesh.
They brought back a report for them and the whole com-
munity, and they showed them the fruit of theland. 2’ They
reported to Moses: “We wentinto theland where you sent
us. Indeed it is flowing with milk and honey, and here is
some of its fruit. 28 However, the people living in the land
are strong, and the cities are large and fortified. We also
saw the descendants of Anak there.2°The Amalekites are
livingintheland ofthe Negev; the Hethites, Jebusites, and
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Amorites live in the hill country; and the Canaanites live
by the sea and along the Jordan.”

30Then Caleb quieted the people in the presence of Mo-
sesandsaid, “Let's go up now and take possession of the
land because we can certainly conquer it! ”

31But the men who had gone up with him responded,
"We can't attack the people because they are stronger
than we are! " 3250 they gave a negative report to the
Israelites about the land they had scouted: “The land we
passed through to explore is one that devours its inhab-
itants, and all the people we saw in it are men of great
size. 33\We even saw the Nephilim there —the descen-
dants of Anak come from the Nephilim! To ourselves we
seemed like grasshoppers, and we must have seemed
the same to them.”

1 Then the whole community broke into loud cries,

and the people wept that night. 2 All the Israelites
complained about Moses and Aaron, and the whole com-
munity told them, “If only we had died in the land of Egypt,
orifonly we had died in this wilderness! 3Why is the LORD
bringing us into this land to die by the sword? Our wives
and children will become plunder. Wouldn't it be better
forusto goback to Egypt? "4 So they said to one another,
“Let's appoint aleader and go back to Egypt.”

5Then Moses and Aaron fell facedown in front of the
whole assembly of the Israelite community. 6 Joshua son
of Nun and Caleb son of Jephunneh, who were among
those who scouted out the land, tore their clothes 7and
said tothe entire Israelite community:“Theland we passed
through and explored is an extremely good land. 8If the
Lorp s pleased with us, he will bring us into thisland, aland
flowing with milk and honey, and giveittous.? Onlydon't
rebel against the LorRD, and don’t be afraid of the people
of the land, for we will devour them. Their protection has
been removed from them, and the Lorp is with us. Don’t
be afraid of them!”

10\While the whole community threatened to stone them,
the glory of the LORD appeared to all the Israelites at the
tent of meeting.

"The LoRD said to Moses, “How long will these people
despise me? How long will they not trustin me despite all
thesigns|have performed among them? 12| will strike them
with a plague and destroy them.Then | will make you into
agreater and mightier nation than they are.”

13 But Moses replied to the Lorp, “The Egyptians will hear
about it, for by your strength you brought up this people
from them.¥They will tellit to the inhabitants of thisland.
They have heard that you, LORD, are among these peo-
ple, how you, LoRD, are seen face to face, how your cloud
stands over them, and how you go before them in a pillar
of cloud by day and in a pillar of fire by night. 15 If you kill
this people with asingle blow, the nations thathave heard
of your fame will declare, 16'Since the LORD wasn't able to
bring this people into the land he swore to give them, he
has slaughtered them in the wilderness.’

17"S0 now, may my Lord's power be magnified just as
you have spoken:'8The LoRD is slow to anger and abound-
inginfaithfullove, forgiving iniquity and rebellion. Buthe
will not leave the guilty unpunished, bringing the conse-
quences of the fathers’ iniquity on the children to the third
and fourth generation. 1 Please pardon the iniquity of
this people, in keeping with the greatness of your faithful
love, justas you have forgiven them from Egypt until now.”

20The LorD responded, “I have pardoned them as you
requested. 2Yet as surely as | live and as the whole earth
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is filled with the LORD's glory, 22 none of the men who have
seen my glory and the signs | performed in Egypt and in
the wilderness, and have tested me these ten times and
did not obey me, 23 will ever see the land | swore to give
their fathers. None of those who have despised me will
see it. 22 But since my servant Caleb has a different spir-
itand has remained loyal to me, | will bring him into the
land where he has gone, and his descendants will inherit
it.25 Since the Amalekites and Canaanites arelivingin the
lowlands, turn back tomorrow and head for the wilderness
in the direction of the Red Sea.”
26Then the LORD spoke to Moses and Aaron: 27“"How
long must | endure this evil community that keeps com-
plaining aboutme? I have heard the Israelites’ complaints
thatthey make against me.28Tellthem: Assurely as | live —
this is the LORD's declaration — | will do to you exactly as
I heard you say. 22 Your corpses will fall in this wilderness
—allofyouwho wereregisteredin the census, the entire
number of you twenty years old or more —because you
have complained about me. 30| swear that none of you
will enter the land | promised to settle you in, except Ca-
lebson of Jephunneh and Joshua son of Nun. 3| will bring
your children whom you said would become plunder into
the land you rejected, and they will enjoy it. 32 But as for
you, your corpses will fall in this wilderness. 33 Your chil-
dren will be shepherds in the wilderness for forty years
and bear the penalty for your acts of unfaithfulness until
all your corpses lie scattered in the wilderness. 34 You will
bearthe consequences ofyouriniquities forty years based
onthe number of the forty days thatyou scouted theland,
ayear foreach day. You willknow my displeasure.35 1, the
LorD, have spoken. | swear that | will do this to the entire
evil community that has conspired against me. They will
cometoanend in the wilderness, and there they will die.”
36 So the men Moses sent to scout out the land, and
who returned and incited the entire community to com-
plain abouthim by spreading anegative reportaboutthe
land— 37those menwho spread the negative report about
theland were struck down by the LorD. 38 Only Joshuason
of Nunand Calebson of Jephunneh remained alive of those
men who wentto scout out theland.
39\When Moses reported these words to all the Israel-
ites, the people were overcome with grief. 4°They got up
early the next morning and went up the ridge of the hill
country, saying, “Let's go to the place the LORD promised,
for we were wrong.”
41ButMoses responded, “"Why areyou going against the
Lorp's command? It won't succeed. 42Don't go, because
the LorDis notamongyou and you will be defeated by your
enemies. 43The Amalekites and Canaanites are right in
frontofyou, and you will fall by the sword.The Loro won't
be with you, since you have turned from following him.”
44 But they dared to go up the ridge of the hill country,
even though the ark of the LoRD's covenant and Moses
did not leave the camp. 4 Then the Amalekites and Ca-
naanites who lived in that part of the hill country came
down, attacked them, and routed them as far as Hormanh.
1 The Lorp instructed Moses:2"“Speak to the Israelites
and tell them:When you enter theland | am giving
you to settle in, 3 and you make a fire offering to the LorRD
fromthe herd or flock —either aburntoffering or a sacri-
fice, to fulfilla vow, or as a freewill offering, or at your ap-
pointed festivals— to produce a pleasing aroma for the
LoRD, 4 the one presenting his offering to the LoRD is also
topresentagrain offering of two quarts of fine flour mixed
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with a quart of oil. 3 Prepare a quart of wine as a drink of-
fering with the burnt offering or sacrifice of each lamb.

6"Ifyou prepare a grain offering with a ram, it is to be
four quarts of fine flour mixed with a third of a gallon of
oil.7 Also present a third of a gallon of wine for a drink of-
fering as a pleasing aroma to the LORD.

8"Ifyou prepare ayoungbullasaburntofferingorasa
sacrifice, to fulfilla vow, or as a fellowship offering to the
Loro, ? agrain offering of six quarts of fine flour mixed with
two quarts of oil is to be presented with the bull. 1 Also
present two quarts of wine as a drink offering. Itis a fire
offering of pleasing aromato the Lorb. " This istobe done
foreach ox,ram,lamb, orgoat."2This ishowyou are to pre-
pare each of them, no matter how many.

13"Every Israelite is to prepare these things in this way
when he presents a fire offering as a pleasing aroma to
the LorD. When an alien resides with you or someone
else is among you and wants to prepare a fire offering as
apleasingaromato the LoRD, heis to do exactly as you do
throughout your generations. 3The assembly is to have
the same statute for both you and the resident alien as a
permanentstatute throughoutyour generations. Youand
the alien will be alike before the LorD. 6 The samelaw and
the same ordinance will apply to both you and the alien
who resides with you.”

17The Lorp instructed Moses: 18 “Speak to the Israelites
and tellthem: Afteryou enter theland where | am bringing
you,®you are to offer a contribution to the LorD whenyou
eatfromthe food of theland.20You are to offer aloaf from
your firstbatch of dough as a contribution; offeritjustlike
acontribution from the threshing floor.2' Throughout your
generations, you are to give the LorD a contribution from
the first batch of your dough.

22"\When you sin unintentionally and do not obey all
these commands that the LORD spoke to Moses— 23all
thatthe LorD has commandedyou through Moses, from the
day the Lorpissued thecommands and onward throughout
your generations— 24and if it was done unintentional-
ly without the community’s awareness, the entire com-
munity is to prepare one young bull for a burnt offering
as a pleasing aroma to the LoRD, with its grain offering
and drink offering according to the regulation, and one
male goat as a sin offering. 25 The priest will then make
atonementfor the entire Israelite community so that they
may be forgiven, for the sin was unintentional. They are
to bring their offering, one made by fire to the LORD, and
their sin offering before the LoRD for their unintentional
sin. 26 The entire Israelite community and the alien who
resides among them will be forgiven, since it happened
to all the people unintentionally.

27"[fone person sins unintentionally, heis to presenta
year-old female goat as asin offering.28 The priest will then
make atonement before the LORD on behalf of the person
who acts in error sinning unintentionally, and when he
makes atonementfor him, he will be forgiven.2°You are to
havethe samelaw for the person who actsin error, wheth-
erheisan Israelite or an alien who resides among you.

30"But the person who acts defiantly, whether native
orresident alien, blasphemes the LorD. That person is to
be cut off from his people. 31He will certainly be cut off,
because he has despised the LoRD's word and broken his
command; his guilt remains on him.”

32\While the Israelites were in the wilderness, they found
aman gathering wood on the Sabbath day. 33Those who
found him gathering wood brought him to Moses, Aaron,
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and the entire community. 34They placed him in custody
because it had not been decided what should be done to
him. 35Then the Lorp told Moses, “The man is to be put
to death. The entire community is to stone him outside
the camp.” 36 So the entire community brought him out-
side the camp and stoned him to death, as the LoRrD had
commanded Moses.

37The LoRrp said to Moses, 38“Speak to the Israelites
and tell them that throughout their generations they are
to make tassels for the corners of their garments, and put
ablue cord on the tassel at each corner.3° These will serve
astassels foryou tolook at, so thatyou may remember all
the LORD's commands and obey them and not prostitute
yourselves by following yourown heartandyour own eyes.
40This way you willremember and obey allmy commands
and be holy to your God. 41| am the Lorp your God who
brought you out of the land of Egypt to be your God; | am
the Lorp your God.”

1 Now Korah son of Izhar, son of Kohath, son of Levi,

with Dathan and Abiram, sons of Eliab, and Onson
of Peleth, sons of Reuben, took 2two hundred and fifty
prominentIsraelite men who were leaders of the commu-
nity and representativesin the assembly, and they rebelled
against Moses. 3They came together against Moses and
Aaron and told them, “You have gone too far! Everyone
in the entire community is holy, and the LORD is among
them.Why then do you exalt yourselves above the LORD’s
assembly? "

4When Moses heard this, he fell facedown. 3Then he
said to Korah and all his followers, “Tomorrow morning
the LorD will reveal who belongs to him, who is set apart,
andtheone he willletcome near him. He willletthe one he
chooses come near him.éKorah, you and allyour followers
are to do this: take firepans, and tomorrow 7 place fire in
them and putincense on them before the LorD. Then the
man the LORD chooses will be the one who is set apart. It
isyou Levites who have gone too far! ”

8Moses also told Korah, “Now listen, Levites! Isn't it
enough for you that the God of Israel has separated you
from the Israelite community to bring you near to him-
self, to perform the work at the LoRD's tabernacle, and to
stand before the community to minister tothem? 1©He has
broughtyou near,and all your fellow Levites who are with
you, butyou are pursuing the priesthood as well. " There-
fore, itis you and all your followers who have conspired
against the Lorb! As for Aaron, who is he thatyou should
complain abouthim?”

12 Moses sent for Dathan and Abiram, the sons of Eli-
ab, but they said, “We will not come! 13[s it not enough
thatyou brought us up from aland flowing with milk and
honey tokill usin the wilderness? Do you also have to ap-
pointyourself as ruler over us? ' Furthermore, you didn’t
bring us to aland flowing with milk and honey or give us
aninheritance of fields and vineyards. Will you gouge out
the eyes of these men? We will not come! "

15Then Moses became angry andsaid tothe Lorp, “Don’t
respect their offering. | have not taken one donkey from
them or mistreated asingle one of them.” 16 So Moses told
Korah, "You and allyour followers are to appear before the
LorD tomorrow —you, they, and Aaron. 7 Each of you is
to take his firepan, place incense on it, and present his
firepan before the LORD — 250 firepans. You and Aaron
are each to presentyour firepan also.”

8 Each man took his firepan, placed fire in it, put in-
censeonit,andstood atthe entrance to the tentof meeting
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along with Moses and Aaron. 1 After Korah assembled
the whole community against them at the entrance to
the tentof meeting, the glory of the LORD appeared to the
whole community. 20The LORD spoke to Moses and Aar-
on, 21"Separate yourselves from this community so | may
consume them instantly.”

22 Byt Moses and Aaron fell facedown and said, “God,
God who gives breath to all, when one man sins, will you
vent your wrath on the whole community? "

23The LoRrp replied to Moses, 24 “Tell the community: Get
away from the dwellings of Korah, Dathan, and Abiram.”

25 Moses got up and went to Dathan and Abiram, and
the elders of Israel followed him. 26 He warned the com-
munity, “Get away now from the tents of these wicked
men.Don’t touch anything that belongs to them, or you
will be swept away because of all their sins.” 27 So they
gotaway from the dwellings of Korah, Dathan, and Abi-
ram.Meanwhile, Dathan and Abiram came outand stood
at the entrance of their tents with their wives, children,
and infants.

28Then Moses said, “This is how you willknow that the
LorD sentme to do all these things and thatit was not of my
own will: 22 If these men die naturally as all people would,
and suffer the fate of all, then the LORD has not sent me.
30 Byt if the LORD brings about something unprecedent-
ed, and the ground opens its mouth and swallows them
along with all that belongs to them so that they go down
alive into Sheol, then you will know that these men have
despised the Lorp.”

31Just as he finished speaking all these words, the
ground beneath them split open. 32The earth opened its
mouth and swallowed them and their households, all Ko-
rah’s people, and all their possessions. 33 They went down
alive into Sheol with all that belonged to them.The earth
closed over them, and they vanished from the assembly.
34 At their cries, all the people of Israel who were around
them fled because they thought, “The earth may swallow
ustoo! "35 Fire also came out from the LorD and consumed
the 250 men who were presenting the incense.

36Then the LoRD spoke to Moses: 37 “Tell Eleazar son of
Aaron the priest to remove the firepans from the burning
debris, because they are holy, and scatter the fire faraway.
38 As for the firepans of those who sinned at the cost of their
ownlives, make them into hammered sheets as plating for
the altar, for they presented them before the Lorp, and
the firepans are holy. They will be a sign to the Israelites.”

3950 the priest Eleazar took the bronze firepans that
those who were burned had presented, and they were
hammered into plating for the altar, 49just as the LORD
commanded him through Moses. It was to be a remind-
er for the Israelites that no unauthorized person outside
thelineage of Aaron should approach to offer incense be-
fore the LoRD and become like Korah and his followers.

41The next day the entire Israelite community com-
plained about Moses and Aaron, saying, “You have killed
the LORD's people! “ 42\When the community assembled
against them, Moses and Aaron turned toward the tent
of meeting, and suddenly the cloud covered it, and the
Lorb’s glory appeared.

43 Moses and Aaron went to the front of the tent of
meeting, 44 and the LorD said to Moses, 45" Getaway from
this community so that | may consume them instantly.”
But they fell facedown.

46Then Moses told Aaron, “Take your firepan, place
fire from the altar in it, and add incense. Go quickly to the
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community and make atonementfor them, because wrath
has come from the LORD; the plague has begun.” 47 So Aar-
on took his firepan as Moses had ordered, ran into the
middle of the assembly, and saw that the plague had be-
gun among the people. After he added incense, he made
atonement for the people. 48 He stood between the dead
and the living, and the plague was halted. 49 But those
who died from the plague numbered 14,700, in addition
to those who died because of the Korah incident. 5¢ Aar-
on then returned to Moses at the entrance to the tent of
meeting, since the plague had been halted.
1 The Lorp instructed Moses: 2”Speak to the Isra-
elites and take one staff from them for each an-
cestral tribe, twelve staffs from all the leaders of their
tribes. Write each man’s name on his staff. 3Write Aar-
on’'sname on Levi's staff, because there is to be one staff
forthe head of each tribe.4Then place them in the tent of
meetingin front of the testimony where | meet with you.
5The staff of the man | choose will sprout, and | will rid
myself of the Israelites’ complaints that they have been
making aboutyou.”
6S0 Moses spoke to the Israelites, and each of their
leaders gave him a staff, one for each of the leaders of
their tribes, twelve staffs in all. Aaron’s staff was among
them.” Moses placed the staffs before the LorD in the tent
of the testimony.
8Thenextday Moses entered the tent of the testimony
andsaw that Aaron'’s staff, representing the house of Levi,
had sprouted, formed buds, blossomed, and produced al-
monds! 2 Moses then brought out all the staffs from the
LorD's presence to all the Israelites. They saw them, and
each man took his own staff. " The LorD told Moses, “Put
Aaron’s staff back in front of the testimony to be kept as
asign for the rebels, so that you may put an end to their
complaints before me, or else they will die.” 1 So Moses
did as the Lorb commanded him.
12Then the Israelites declared to Moses, “Look, we're
perishing! We're lost; we're alllost! 3 Anyone who comes
near the LORD’s tabernacle will die. Will we all perish? ”
1 The Lorpsaidto Aaron,”You, yoursons,andyouran-
cestral family will be responsible for iniquity against
the sanctuary. You and your sons will be responsible for
iniquity involving your priesthood. 2But also bring your
relatives with you from the tribe of Levi, your ancestral
tribe, so they may join you and assist you and your sons
infront of the tent of the testimony. 3They are to perform
duties foryou and for the whole tent. They must not come
nearthe sanctuary equipmentor the altar; otherwise, both
they and you will die. 4They are to join you and guard the
tent of meeting, doing all the work at the tent, but no un-
authorized person may come near you.
5"You are to guard the sanctuary and the altar so that
wrath may not fall on the Israelites again. 6 Look, | have
selected your fellow Levites from the Israelites as a gift
foryou, assigned by the LorD to work at the tent of meet-
ing.7 Butyou and your sons will carry outyour priestly re-
sponsibilities for everything concerning the altar and for
whatis inside the curtain, and you will do that work. | am
giving you the work of the priesthood as a gift, butan un-
authorized person who comes near the sanctuary will be
puttodeath.”
8Then the LorD spoke to Aaron, “Look, | have putyou
in charge of the contributions brought to me. As for all
the holy offerings of the Israelites, | have given them to
you and your sons as a portion and a permanent statute.
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92 A portion of the holiest offerings kept from the fire will
be yours; every one of their offerings that they give me,
whether the grain offering, sin offering, or guilt offer-
ing will be most holy for you and your sons. °You are to
eatitas a most holy offering. Every male may eat it; itis
to be holy to you.

11"The contribution of their gifts also belongs to you. |
havegiven allthe Israelites’ presentation offerings toyou
and to your sons and daughters as a permanent statute.
Every ceremonially clean person in your house may eat it.
2| am giving you all the best of the fresh oil, new wine,
and grain, which the Israelites give to the LoRD as their
firstfruits. 3 The firstfruits of all thatis in theirland, which
they bring to the LoRD, belong to you. Every clean person
inyour house may eat them.

14”Everything in Israel that is permanently dedicated
to the LORD belongs to you. 3 The firstborn of every living
thing, human or animal, presented to the LORD belongs
toyou. Butyou must certainly redeem a human firstborn,
and redeem the firstborn of an unclean animal. "¢ You will
pay the redemption price foramonth-old male according
to your assessment: five shekels of silver by the standard
sanctuary shekel, which is twenty gerahs.

7"However, you mustnotredeem the firstborn of an ox,
asheep, or a goat; they are holy. You are to splatter their
blood on the altar and burn their fat as a fire offering for
apleasing aromato the LorD. 8 But their meatbelongs to
you. It belongs to you like the breast of the presentation
offering and the right thigh.

19"| give to you and to your sons and daughters all the
holy contributions that the Israelites present to the LorD
asapermanentstatute. Itis apermanent covenantof salt
before the LorD for you as well as your offspring.”

20The Lorb told Aaron, “You willnothave aninheritance
intheirland; there willbe no portion among them foryou. |
amyour portion andyour inheritance among the Israelites.

21" ook, | have given the Levites every tenth in Israel
asaninheritancein return for the work they do, the work
of the tent of meeting. 22The Israelites must never again
come near the tent of meeting, or they will incur guiltand
die. 23The Levites will do the work of the tent of meeting,
and they will bear the consequences of their iniquity. The
Levites will not receive an inheritance among the Israel-
ites; thisis a permanentstatute throughoutyour genera-
tions.24 For | have given them the tenth that the Israelites
presenttothe LORD as a contribution for theirinheritance.
Thatis why | told them that they would not receive anin-
heritance among the Israelites.”

25The Lorb instructed Moses, 26“Speak to the Levites
and tell them: When you receive from the Israelites the
tenth that | have given you as your inheritance, you are
to present part of it as an offering to the LoRD —a tenth
of the tenth. 27 Your offering will be credited to you as if it
wereyour grain from the threshing floor or the full harvest
from the winepress.28You are to presentan offering to the
Lorp from every tenthyou receive from the Israelites. Give
some of it to the priest Aaron as an offering to the LORD.
29You must present the entire offering due the LorRD from
allyour gifts.The bestpartof the tenth is to be consecrated.

30"Tellthem further: Once you have presented the best
partofthetenth,anditis credited toyou Levites as the pro-
duce of the threshing floor or the winepress, 31then you
and your household may eat it anywhere. Itis your wage
in return for your work at the tent of meeting. 32 You will
notincur guilt because of it once you have presented the
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best part of it, but you must not defile the Israelites’ holy
offerings, so that you will not die.”
1 The Lorp spoke to Moses and Aaron, 2“This is the
legal statute thatthe LorD has commanded: Instruct
the Israelites to bring you an unblemished red cow that
has no defect and has never been yoked. 3 Give it to the
priest Eleazar, and he willhave itbroughtoutside the camp
and slaughtered in his presence. 4The priest Eleazar is to
take some of its blood with his finger and sprinkle it seven
times toward the front of the tent of meeting.5The cow is
to be burned in his sight. Its hide, flesh, and blood, are to
be burned along with its waste. The priestis to take cedar
wood, hyssop, and crimsonyarn, and throw them onto the
fire where the cow isburning.” Then the priest must wash
his clothes and bathe his body in water; after that he may
enter the camp, but he will remain ceremonially unclean
until evening. 8The one who burned the cow must also
wash his clothes and bathe his body in water, and he will
remain unclean until evening.

9"A man who is clean is to gather up the cow’s ashes
anddepositthem outside the campin a ceremonially clean
place.The ashes willbe kept by the Israelite community for
preparing the water toremove impurity;itis asin offering.
10Then the one who gathers up the cow’s ashes must wash
his clothes, and he will remain unclean until evening. This
is a permanent statute for the Israelites and for the alien
who resides among them.

1"The person who touches any human corpse will be
unclean for seven days. 2 He is to purify himself with the
water on the third day and the seventh day; then he will
be clean. Butif he does not purify himself on the third and
seventhdays, he willnotbe clean.' Anyone who touches
abody of apersonwho has died, and does not purify him-
self, defiles the tabernacle of the Lorp.That person will be
cutofffromIsrael. Heremains unclean because the water
for impurity has not been sprinkled on him, and his un-
cleanness is stillon him.

14"This is the law when a person dies in a tent: every-
one who enters the tent and everyone who is already in
the tent will be unclean for seven days, ' and any open
container without alid tied on itis unclean. ¢ Anyone in
the open field who touches a person who has been killed
by the sword or has died, or who even touches a human
bone, or a grave, will be unclean for seven days. "7 For the
purification of the unclean person, they are to take some
of the ashes of the burnt sin offering, put them in ajar,
and add fresh water to them. 8 A person who is clean is
to take hyssop, dip itin the water, and sprinkle the tent, all
the furnishings, and the people who were there. He is also
tosprinkle the one who touched abone, agrave, a corpse,
oraperson who had beenKkilled.

19"The one whois clean is to sprinkle the unclean person
onthethird day and the seventh day. After he purifies the
unclean person onthe seventh day, the one being purified
must wash his clothes and bathe in water, and he will be
cleanby evening.2° Butapersonwhoisunclean and does
not purify himself, that person will be cut off from the as-
sembly because he has defiled the sanctuary of the LoRD.
The water for impurity has not been sprinkled on him; he
isunclean.'Thisisapermanentstatute forthem.The per-
son who sprinkles the water for impurity is to wash his
clothes, and whoever touches the water forimpurity will
be unclean until evening. 22 Anything the unclean person
touches willbecome unclean, and anyone who touches it
will be unclean until evening.”
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2 Theentire Israelite community entered the Wilder-
ness of Zin in the first month, and they settled in
Kadesh. Miriam died and was buried there.

2There was no water for the community, so they assem-
bled against Moses and Aaron.3The people quarreled with
Moses and said, “If only we had perished when our broth-
ersperished before the LorD.#Why have you brought the
LorD’s assembly into this wilderness for us and our live-
stock to die here? 3Why have you led us up from Egypt to
bring us to this evil place? It's not a place of grain, figs,
vines, and pomegranates, and there is no water todrink! ”

6Then Moses and Aaron went from the presence of the
assembly to the doorway of the tent of meeting. They fell
facedown, and the glory of the LORD appeared to them.
7The LorD spoke to Moses, 8 “Take the staff and assemble
the community.You and your brother Aaron are to speak
totherock while they watch, anditwill yield its water.You
will bring out water for them from the rock and provide
drink for the community and their livestock.”

950 Moses took the staff from the LORD's presence just
ashehad commanded him.® Moses and Aaron summoned
theassemblyin frontof the rock, and Moses said to them,
“Listen, you rebels! Must we bring water out of this rock
foryou? "1Then Moses raised his hand and struck the rock
twice with his staff, so that abundant water gushed out,
and the community and their livestock drank.

12 But the LorD said to Moses and Aaron, “Because you
did not trust me to demonstrate my holiness in the sight
of the Israelites, you will not bring this assembly into the
land | have given them."” 3 These are the Waters of Meri-
bah, where the Israelites quarreled with the LoRD, and he
demonstrated his holiness to them.

14 Moses sent messengers from Kadesh to the king of
Edom, “Thisis whatyour brother Israel says, 'You know all
the hardships thathave overtaken us. " Our fathers went
down to Egypt, and welived in Egypt many years, but the
Egyptians treated us and our fathers badly. \When we
cried outto the LORD, he heard our plea, and sentan angel,
and brought us out of Egypt. Nowlook, we are in Kadesh,
acity on the border of your territory. 77 Please let us trav-
elthrough yourland.We won't travel through any field or
vineyard, or drink any well water.We will travel the King's
Highway; we won't turn to the right or the left until we
have traveled through your territory."”

18 ButEdom answered him, “You willnot travel through
our land, or we will come out and confront you with the
sword.”

19"\We will go on the main road,” the Israelites replied
to them, “and if we or our herds drink your water, we will
pay its price. There will be no problem; only let us travel
through on foot.”

20Yet Edom insisted, “You may not travel through.” And
they came outto confrontthem with alarge force of heavi-
ly-armed people. 21 Edom refused to allow Israel to travel
through their territory, and Israel turned away from them.

22 After they set out from Kadesh, the entire Israelite
community came to Mount Hor. 23The LoRrD said to Mo-
ses and Aaron at Mount Hor on the border of the land of
Edom, 24"Aaron will be gathered to his people; he will
not enter the land | have given the Israelites, because
you both rebelled against my command at the Waters
of Meribah. 25Take Aaron and his son Eleazar and bring
them up Mount Hor. 26 Remove Aaron’s garments and
put them on his son Eleazar. Aaron will be gathered to
his people and die there.”
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2750 Moses did as the LorD commanded, and they
climbed Mount Hor in the sight of the whole communi-
ty. 28 After Moses removed Aaron’s garments and put
them on his son Eleazar, Aaron died there on top of the
mountain.Then Moses and Eleazar came down from the
mountain. 2When the whole community saw that Aar-
on had passed away, the entire house of Israel mourned
for him thirty days.

2 When the Canaaniteking of Arad, wholivedinthe
Negev, heard thatIsrael was coming onthe Atharim
road, he fought against Israel and captured some prison-
ers.2Then Israel made a vow to the Lorb, “Ifyou willhand
this people over to us, we will completely destroy their cit-
jes.”3The Lorplistened to Israel's requestand handed the
Canaanites over to them, and Israel completely destroyed
them and their cities. So they named the place Hormah.
4Then they set out from Mount Hor by way of the Red
Seatobypass theland of Edom, but the people became im-
patientbecause of the journey.5The people spoke against
God and Moses: “Why have you led us up from Egypt to
die in the wilderness? There is no bread or water, and we
detest this wretched food! "6 Then the LORD sent poison-
ous shakes among the people, and they bit them so that
many Israelites died.

7The people then came to Moses and said, “We have
sinned by speaking against the LorD and againstyou. In-
tercede with the LORD so that he will take the snakes away
from us.” And Moses interceded for the people.

8Then the LoRD said to Moses, “Make a snake image
and mountit on a pole.When anyone who is bitten looks
atit, he will recover.” 2 So Moses made a bronze snake and
mounted iton apole.\Whenever someone was bitten, and
he looked at the bronze snake, he recovered.

10The Israelites set out and camped at Oboth. 1They
set out from Oboth and camped at lye-abarim in the wil-
derness thatborders Moab on the east. 2 From there they
wentand camped atZeredValley.3They set out from there
and camped on the other side of the Arnon River, in the wil-
derness that extends from the Amorite border, because the
Arnonwas the Moabite border between Moab and the Am-
orites."Thereforeitis stated in the Book of the Lorb'sWars:

Waheb in Suphah
and the ravines of the Arnon,
15 even the slopes of the ravines
that extend to the site of Ar
and lie along the border of Moab.

16 From there they went to Beer, the well the LoRrD told
Moses about, “Gather the people so | may give them wa-
ter." 7Then Israel sang this song:

Spring up, well—sing to it!

8 The princes dug the well;
the nobles of the people hollowed it out
with a scepter and with their staffs.

They went from the wilderness to Mattanah, 1 from
Mattanah to Nahaliel, from Nahaliel to Bamoth, 20 from
Bamoth to thevalley in the territory of Moab near the Pis-
gah highlands that overlook the wasteland.

21|srael sent messengers to say to King Sihon of the
Amorites:22"Let us travel through yourland.We won't go
into the fields or vineyards. We won’t drink any well wa-
ter. We will travel the King’s Highway until we have trav-
eled through your territory.” 23 But Sihon would not let
Israel travel through his territory. Instead, he gathered
his whole army and went out to confrontIsrael in the wil-
derness.When he came to Jahaz, he foughtagainstIsrael.
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24 srael struck him with the sword and took possession of
his land from the Arnon to the Jabbok, but only up to the
Ammonite border, because it was fortified.

25 |srael took all the cities and lived in all these Amorite
cities, including Heshbon and all its surrounding villages.
26 Heshbon was the city of King Sihon of the Amorites,
who had foughtagainst the former king of Moab and had
taken control of all his land as far as the Arnon. 2’ There-
fore the poets say:

Come to Heshbon, let it be rebuilt;
let the city of Sihon be restored.
28 For fire came out of Heshbon,
aflame from the city of Sihon.
It consumed Ar of Moab,
the citizens of Arnon’s heights.
29 Woe toyou, Moab!
You have been destroyed, people of Chemosh!
He gave up his sons as refugees,
and his daughters into captivity
to Sinon the Amorite king.
30 We threw them down;
Heshbon has been destroyed as far as Dibon.
We caused desolation as far as Nophah,
which reaches as far as Medeba.
3150 Israellived in the Amorites'land. 32 After Moses sent
spies toJazer, Israel captured its surrounding villages and
drove out the Amorites who were there.
33Thentheyturned and wentup the road to Bashan, and
King Og of Bashan came out against them with his whole
army to do battle at Edrei. 34 But the LORD said to Moses,
"Do not fear him, for | have handed him over to you along
with his whole army and his land. Do to him as you did to
King Sihon of the Amorites, who lived in Heshbon.” 35 So
they struck him, his sons, and his whole army untilno one
was left, and they took possession of his land.
2 Thelsraelites traveled on and campedin the plains
ofMoab near the Jordan across from Jericho.2 Now
Balak son of Zippor saw all that Israel had done to the Am-
orites. 3 Moab was terrified of the people because they
were numerous, and Moab dreaded the Israelites. 4 So
the Moabites said to the elders of Midian, “This horde will
devour everything around us like an ox eats up the green
plants in the field.”

Since Balak son of Zippor was Moab's king at that time,
5he sent messengers to Balaam son of Beor at Pethor,
which is by the Euphrates in the land of his people. Balak
said to him: “Look, a people has come out of Egypt; they
cover the surface of the land and are living right across
from me. 6 Please come and put a curse on these people
for me because they are more powerful than | am. | may
be able to defeat them and drive them out of the land,
forlknow that those you bless are blessed and those you
curse are cursed.”

7The elders of Moab and Midian departed with fees
fordivinationin hand.They came to Balaam and reported
Balak’s words to him. 8 He said to them, “Spend the night
here, and | will give you the answer the LORD tells me.” So
the officials of Moab stayed with Balaam.

9Then God came to Balaam and asked, “Who are these
men withyou?”

10Balaam replied to God, “Balak son of Zippor, king of
Moab, sent this message to me:"’Look, a people has come
out of Egypt, and they cover the surface of the land. Now
comeand puta curse on them for me.| may be able tofight
against them and drive them away."”
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12Then God said to Balaam, “You are not to go with
them.You are notto curse this people, for they are blessed.”

1350 Balaam got up the next morning and said to Ba-
lak's officials,“Go back to yourland, because the LorRD has
refused to let me go with you.”

14The officials of Moab arose, returned to Balak, and
reported, “Balaam refused to come with us.”

15 Balak sent officials again who were more numerous
andhigherinrank than the others. 6 They came to Balaam
andsaidto him,“Thisis what Balak son of Zippor says:'Let
nothing keep you from coming to me, 7 for | will greatly
honor you and do whatever you ask me. So please come
and put a curse on these people for me!"”

18 But Balaam responded to the servants of Balak, " If
Balak were to give me his house full of silver and gold, |
could notgo against the command of the LorRD my God to
do anything small or great. " Please stay here overnight
asthe othersdid, so thatI may find out what else the LORD
has to tell me.”

20 God came to Balaam atnightand said to him, “Since
these men have come to summonyou, getup and gowith
them, butyou mustonly dowhat | tellyou.” 2'When he got
up in the morning, Balaam saddled his donkey and went
with the officials of Moab.

22Byt God wasincensed that Balaam was going, and the
angel of the LORD took his stand on the path to oppose him.
Balaam was riding his donkey, and his two servants were
with him. 22When the donkey saw the angel of the LORD
standing on the path with a drawn sword in his hand, she
turned off the path and wentinto the field.So Balaam hit her
toreturn herto the path.24Then the angel of the LorD stood
in a narrow passage between the vineyards, with a stone
wallon either side.25The donkey saw the angel of the LORD
and pressed herself against the wall, squeezing Balaam's foot
againstit. So he hitheronce again.26 The angel of the LORD
wentahead and stood inanarrow place where there was no
roomto turntotherightortheleft.??\When the donkey saw
the angel of the LORD, she crouched down under Balaam.
So he became furious and beat the donkey with his stick.

28Then the LoRD opened the donkey's mouth, and she
asked Balaam, “"What have | done to you that you have
beaten me these three times? "

29 Balaam answered the donkey, “You made me look
like afool. If  had a sword in my hand, I'd kill you now! ”

30 But the donkey said, "Am | not the donkey you've
ridden all your life until today? Have | ever treated you
this way before? "

“No,” he replied.

31Then the LOrRD opened Balaam’s eyes, and he saw the
angel of the LorRD standing in the path with adrawn sword
in hishand. Balaam kneltlow and bowed in worship on his
face. 32The angel of the LorD asked him, “Why have you
beaten your donkey these three times? Look, | came out
to oppose you, because | consider what you are doing to
be evil. 33The donkey saw me and turned away from me
these three times. If she had not turned away from me, |
would have killed you by now and let her live.”

34 Balaam said to the angel of the Lorp, “ have sinned,
forldid notknow thatyou were standing in the path to con-
front me. And now, ifitis evil in your sight, | will go back.”

35Then the angel of the LORD said to Balaam, “Go with
themen, butyouare tosay only whatltellyou.” So Balaam
went with Balak's officials.

36\When Balak heard that Balaam was coming, he went
out to meet him at the Moabite city on the Arnon border
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at the edge of his territory. 3 Balak asked Balaam, “Did |
not send you an urgent summons? Why didn‘t you come
tome? Am | really not able to reward you? "

38 Balaam said to him, “Look, | have come to you, but
canlsay anything | want? | must speak only the message
God puts in my mouth.” 3 So Balaam went with Balak,
and they came to Kiriath-huzoth. 40 Balak sacrificed cat-
tle, sheep, and goats and sent for Balaam and the officials
who were with him.

41|nthe morning, Balak took Balaam and broughthim
to Bamoth-baal. From there he saw the outskirts of the
people’s camp.

2 Then Balaam said to Balak, “Build me seven altars

here and prepare seven bulls and seven rams for
me."2So Balak did as Balaam directed, and they offered a
bulland a ram on each altar. 3 Balaam said to Balak, “Stay
here by your burnt offering while | am gone. Maybe the
Lorb will meet with me. | will tellyou whatever he reveals
to me.” So he went to a barren hill.

4God metwith him and Balaam said to him,“I have ar-
ranged seven altars and offered a bull and aram on each
altar.” 5Then the LORD put a message in Balaam’s mouth
and said, “Return to Balak and say what | tell you.”

650 he returned to Balak, who was standing there by
his burnt offering with all the officials of Moab.

7Balaam proclaimed his poem:

Balak brought me from Aram;
the king of Moab, from the eastern mountains:
“Come, puta curse on Jacob for me;
come, denounce Israel! "
8 How can | curse someone God has not cursed?
How can | denounce someone the LORD
has not denounced?
9 |seethem from the top of rocky cliffs,
and | watch them from the hills.
Thereis a people living alone;
itdoes not consider itself among the nations.
10 Who has counted the dust of Jacob
or numbered even one-fourth of Israel?
Let me die the death of the upright;
let the end of my life be like theirs.

1"What have you done to me? " Balak asked Balaam.
"I brought you to curse my enemies, but Iook, you have
only blessed them!”

12He answered, “Shouldn't say exactly what the LorRD
putsinmy mouth?”

13Then Balak said to him, “Please come with me to an-
other place where you can see them. You will only see the
outskirts of their camp; you won't see all of them. From
there, put a curse on them for me.” 1 So Balak took him
to Lookout Field on top of Pisgah, built seven altars, and
offered a bulland aram on each altar.

15 Balaam said to Balak, “Stay here by your burnt offer-
ing while | seek the LORD over there.”

16The LorD met with Balaam and put a message in
his mouth. Then he said, “Return to Balak and say what
I tellyou.”

7So he returned to Balak, who was standing there by
his burnt offering with the officials of Moab. Balak asked
him, “What did the Lorp say? ”

18 Balaam proclaimed his poem:

Balak, get up andlisten;
son of Zippor, pay attention to what | say!
9 Godisnotaman, that he mightlie,
orason of man, that he might change his mind.
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Does he speak and not act,
or promise and not fulfill?
20 | haveindeed received acommand to bless;
since he has blessed, | cannot change it.
21 He considers no disaster for Jacob;
he sees no trouble for Israel.
The Lorp their God is with them,
and there is rejoicing over the King among them.
22 God brought them out of Egypt;
heislike the horns of a wild ox for them.
23 Thereis no magic curse against Jacob
and no divination against Israel.
It will now be said about Jacob and Israel,
“What great things God has done! "
24 Apeoplerise up like alioness;
they rouse themselves like alion.
They will notlie down until they devour the prey
and drink the blood of the slain.

25Then Balak told Balaam, “Don’t curse them and don’t
bless them!”

26 Byt Balaam answered him, “Didn't | tell you: What-
ever the Lorp says, | mustdo? "

27 Again Balak said to Balaam, “Please come. | will take
you to another place. Maybe it will be agreeable to God
thatyou can puta curse on them for me there.” 28 So Ba-
lak took Balaam to the top of Peor, which overlooks the
wasteland.

29 Balaam told Balak, “Build me seven altars here and
prepareseven bulls and seven rams for me.” 3% So Balak did
as Balaam said and offered a bulland aram on each altar.
2 Since Balaam saw thatit pleased the LORD to bless

Israel, he did not go to seek omens as on previous
occasions, but turned toward the wilderness. 2When Ba-
laamlooked up and saw Israel encamped tribe by tribe, the
Spiritof God came on him, 3 and he proclaimed his poem:

The oracle of Balaam son of Beor,
the oracle of the man whose eyes are opened,
4 theoracle of one who hears the sayings of God,
who sees a vision from the Aimighty,
who falls into a trance with his eyes uncovered:
5 How beautiful are your tents, Jacob,
your dwellings, Israel.
6 They stretch outlike river valleys,
like gardens beside a stream,
like aloes the LORD has planted,
like cedars beside the water.
7 Water will flow from his buckets,
and his seed will be by abundant water.
His king will be greater than Agag,
and his kingdom will be exalted.
8 Godbrought him out of Egypt;
heislike the horns of a wild ox for them.
He will feed on enemy nations
and gnaw their bones;
he will strike them with his arrows.
9 Hecrouches, helies downlike alion
oralioness—who dares to rouse him?
Those who bless you will be blessed,
and those who curse you will be cursed.

10Then Balak became furious with Balaam, struck his
hands together, and said to him, “| summoned you to put
a curse on my enemies, but instead, you have blessed
them these three times. " Now go to your home! | said
| would reward you richly, but look, the LORD has denied
you areward.”
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12 Balaam answered Balak, “Didn’t | previously tell the
messengers you sent me: 13 If Balak were to give me his
house full of silver and gold, | could not go against the Lorp's
command, to do anything good or bad of my own will? |
will say whatever the LORD says. 1 Now | am going back
tomy people, butfirst,letme warnyouwhat these people
will do to your people in the future.”

5Then he proclaimed his poem:

The oracle of Balaam son of Beor,
the oracle of the man whose eyes are opened;
6 the oracle of one who hears the sayings of God
and has knowledge from the Most High,
who sees a vision from the Aimighty,
who falls into a trance with his eyes uncovered:
17 |see him, but not now;
| perceive him, but not near.
Astar will come from Jacob,
and a scepter will arise from Israel.
He will smash the forenead of Moab
and strike down all the Shethites.
8 Edom will become a possession;
Seir will become a possession of its enemies,
but Israel will be triumphant.
9 One who comes from Jacob will rule;
he will destroy the city's survivors.
20Then Balaam saw Amalek and proclaimed his poem:
Amalek was firstamong the nations,
but his future is destruction.
21Next he saw the Kenites and proclaimed his poem:
Your dwelling place is enduring;
your nestis setin the cliffs.
22 Kain will be destroyed
when Asshur takes you captive.
23 Qnce more he proclaimed his poem:
Ah, who can live when God does this?
24 Ships will come from the coast of Kittim;
they will carry out raids against Asshur and Eber,
but they too will come to destruction.
25 Balaam then arose and wentback to hishomeland, and
Balak also went his way.
2 While Israel was staying in the Acacia Grove, the
people began to prostitute themselves with the
women of Moab. 2The women invited them to the sacri-
fices for their gods, and the people ate and bowed in wor-
shiptotheirgods.3 Solsrael aligned itself with Baal of Peor,
andthe LorD's anger burned againstlsrael.4The LoRD said
to Moses, “Take all the leaders of the people and execute
them in broad daylight before the LORD so that his burn-
ing anger may turn away from Israel.”

550 Moses told Israel’s judges, “Kill each of the men
who aligned themselves with Baal of Peor.”

6 An Israelite man came bringing a Midianite woman to
his relatives in the sight of Moses and the whole Israelite
community while they were weeping at the entrance to
the tent of meeting.’When Phinehas son of Eleazar, son
of Aaron the priest, saw this, he gotup from the assembly,
took a spear in his hand, 8 followed the Israelite man into
the tent, and drove it through both the Israelite man and
the woman —through her belly. Then the plague on the
Israelites was stopped, ® but those who died in the plague
numbered twenty-four thousand.

10The LoRD spoke to Moses, 1 “Phinehas son of Eleazar,
son of Aaron the priest, has turned back my wrath from
the Israelites because he was zealous among them with
my zeal, so that | did not destroy the Israelites in my zeal.
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12Therefore declare:| granthim my covenant of peace. 3 It
willbe a covenant of perpetual priesthood for him and his
future descendants, because he was zealous for his God
and made atonement for the Israelites.”

14The name of the slain Israelite man, who was struck
dead with the Midianite woman, was Zimri son of Salu,
the leader of a Simeonite family. " The name of the slain
Midianite woman was Cozbi, the daughter of Zur, a tribal
head of a family in Midian.

16The LoRD told Moses: 17 “Attack the Midianites and
strike them dead. " For they attacked you with the treach-
erythatthey used againstyouin the Peorincident.They did
the samein the case involving their sister Cozbi, daughter
of the Midianite leader who was killed the day the plague
came at Peor.”

2 After the plague, the LoRD said to Moses and EI-

eazar son of Aaron the priest, 2"Take a census of
the entire Israelite community by their ancestral fami-
lies of those twenty years old or more who can serve in
Israel's army.”

350 Moses and the priest Eleazar said to them in the
plains of Moab by the Jordan across from Jericho, 4“Take
a census of those twenty years old or more, as the LOrRD
had commanded Moses and the Israelites who came out
of the land of Egypt.”

5 Reuben was the firstborn of Israel.
Reuben’s descendants:
the Hanochite clan from Hanoch;
the Palluite clan from Pallu;
6 the Hezronite clan from Hezron;
the Carmite clan from Carmi.
7 These were the Reubenite clans,
and their registered men numbered 43,730.
8 Theson of Pallu was Eliab.
9  Thesons of Eliab were Nemuel, Dathan,
and Abiram.
(It was Dathan and Abiram, chosen by the
community, who fought against Moses and
Aaron; they and Korah's followers fought against
the LorD.°The earth opened its mouth and
swallowed them with Korah, when his followers
died and the fire consumed 250 men.They serve
as awarning sign."The sons of Korah, however,
did not die.)
12 Simeon's descendants by their clans:
the Nemuelite clan from Nemuel;
the Jaminite clan from Jamin;
the Jachinite clan from Jachin;
13 the Zerahite clan from Zerah;
the Shaulite clan from Shaul.
14 These were the Simeonite clans,
numbering 22,200 men.
15 Gad's descendants by their clans:
the Zephonite clan from Zephon;
the Haggite clan from Haggi;
the Shunite clan from Shuni;
6 the Oznite clan from Ozni;
the Erite clan from Eri;
7 the Arodite clan from Arod;
the Arelite clan from Areli.
18 These were the Gadite clans numbered by their
registered men: 40,500.
19 Judah's sons included Er and Onan, but they died
intheland of Canaan. 20 Judah's descendants by
their clans:
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the Shelanite clan from Shelah;

the Perezite clan from Perez;

the Zerahite clan from Zerah.

The descendants of Perez:

the Hezronite clan from Hezron;

the Hamulite clan from Hamul.

These were Judah's clans numbered by their
registered men: 76,500.

Issachar's descendants by their clans:

theTolaite clan fromTola;

the Punite clan from Puvah;

the Jashubite clan from Jashub;

the Shimronite clan from Shimron.

These were Issachar's clans numbered by their
registered men: 64,300.

Zebulun's descendants by their clans:

the Seredite clan from Sered;

the Elonite clan from Elon;

the Jahleelite clan from Jahleel.

These were the Zebulunite clans numbered
by their registered men: 60,500.

Joseph's descendants by their clans
from Manasseh and Ephraim:

Manasseh'’s descendants:

the Machirite clan from Machir.

Machir fathered Gilead;

the Gileadite clan from Gilead.

These were Gilead's descendants:

the lezerite clan from lezer;

the Helekite clan from Helek;

the Asrielite clan from Asriel;

the Shechemite clan from Shechem;

the Shemidaite clan from Shemida;

the Hepherite clan from Hepher;

Zelophehad son of Hepher had no sons—only

daughters.The names of Zelophehad's daughters

were Mahlah, Noah, Hoglah, Milcah, and Tirzah.

These were Manasseh's clans, numbered by their
registered men: 52,700.

These were Ephraim’s descendants by their clans:

the Shuthelahite clan from Shuthelah;

the Becherite clan from Becher;

theTahanite clan from Tahan.

These were Shuthelah’s descendants:

the Eranite clan from Eran.

These were the Ephraimite clans numbered
by their registered men: 32,500.

These were Joseph's descendants by their clans.

Benjamin’s descendants by their clans:

the Belaite clan from Bela;

the Ashbelite clan from Ashbel;

the Ahiramite clan from Ahiram;

the Shuphamite clan from Shupham;

the Huphamite clan from Hupham.

Bela's descendants from Ard and Naaman:

the Ardite clan from Ard;

the Naamite clan from Naaman.

These were the Benjaminite clans numbered
by their registered men: 45,600.

These were Dan'’s descendants by their clans:

the Shuhamite clan from Shuham.

These were the clans of Dan by their clans.

All the Shuhamite clans numbered by their
registered men: 64,400.

Asher’s descendants by their clans:
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the Imnite clan from Imnah;
the Ishvite clan from Ishvi;
the Beriite clan from Beriah.
From Beriah’s descendants:
the Heberite clan from Heber;
the Malchielite clan from Malchiel.
And the name of Asher’s daughter was Serah.
These were the Asherite clans numbered by their
registered men: 53,400.
Naphtali's descendants by their clans:
the Jahzeelite clan from Jahzeel;
the Gunite clan from Guni;
the Jezerite clan from Jezer;
the Shillemite clan from Shillem.
These were the Naphtali clans numbered by their
registered men: 45,400.
51 Theseregistered Israelite men
numbered 601,730.
52The LoRD spoke to Moses, 53 “The land is to be divid-
ed among them as an inheritance based on the number
ofnames.54Increase the inheritance for alarge tribe and
decrease it for a small one. Each is to be given its inheri-
tance according to those who were registered init.53 The
land is to be divided by Iot; they will receive an inheritance
according to the names of their ancestral tribes. 56 Each
inheritance will be divided by lot among the larger and
smaller tribes.”
57 These were the Levites registered by their clans:
the Gershonite clan from Gershon;
the Kohathite clan from Kohath;
the Merarite clan from Merari.
These were the Levite family groups:
the Libnite clan,
the Hebronite clan,
the Mahlite clan,
the Mushite clan,
and the Korahite clan.
Kohath was the ancestor of Amram.59The name of Am-
ram’s wife was Jochebed, a descendant of Levi, born to Levi
inEgypt. She bore to Amram: Aaron, Moses, and their sister
Miriam.6° Nadab, Abihu, Eleazar, and Ithamarwere born to
Aaron, 81butNadab and Abihu died when they presented
unauthorized fire before the Lorp.62Those registered were
23,000, every male one month old or more; they were not
registered among the other Israelites, because no inheri-
tance was given to them among the Israelites.
63These were the ones registered by Moses and the
priest Eleazar when they registered the Israelites on the
plains of Moab by the Jordan across from Jericho. 64 But
among them there was not one of those who had been
registered by Moses and the priest Aaron when they reg-
istered the Israelites in the Wilderness of Sinai. 8 For the
LoRD had said to them that they would all die in the wilder-
ness. None of them was left except Caleb son of Jephun-
neh and Joshua son of Nun.
2 The daughters of Zelophehad approached; Zelo-
phehad was the son of Hepher, son of Gilead, son
of Machir, son of Manasseh from the clans of Manasseh,
the son of Joseph.These were the names of his daughters:
Manhlah, Noah, Hoglah, Milcah, and Tirzah. 2They stood
before Moses, the priest Eleazar, the leaders, and the en-
tirecommunity atthe entrance to the tentof meetingand
said, 3"Our father died in the wilderness, but he was not
among Korah's followers, who gathered together against
the Lorp. Instead, he died because of his own sin, and he
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hadnosons.4Why should the name of our father be taken
away from his clan? Since he had no son, give us property
among our father's brothers.”

5Moses brought their case before the LorD, ¢ and the
Lorp answered him,?“What Zelophehad's daughters say
is correct.You are to give them hereditary property among
theirfather'sbrothers and transfer their father'sinheritance
tothem.8TelltheIsraelites:WWhen aman dies without hav-
ingason, transfer his inheritance to his daughter.? Ifhe has
nodaughter, give his inheritance to his brothers. 10 [f he has
no brothers, give his inheritance to his father's brothers.
"|f his father has no brothers, give his inheritance to the
nearest relative of his clan, and he will take possession of
it. This is to be a statutory ordinance for the Israelites as
the Lorp commanded Moses.”

12Then the LoRD said to Moses, “Go up this mountain
ofthe Abarimrange and see theland that! have given the
Israelites. 13 After you have seen it, you will also be gath-
ered to your people, as Aaron your brother was. *When
the community quarreled in theWilderness of Zin, both of
yourebelled againstmy command to demonstrate my ho-
liness in their sight at the waters.” Those were the Waters
of Meribah-kadesh in the Wilderness of Zin.

1550 Moses appealed to the LORD, 16 “May the LoRD, the
God who gives breath to all, appointa man over the com-
munity 7 who will go out before them and come back in
before them, and who will bring them outand bring them
in, sothatthe LorD's community won't belike sheep with-
outashepherd.”

18The LoRD replied to Moses, “Take Joshuasonof Nun, a
man who has the Spiritin him, andlay your hands on him.
9 Have him stand before the priest Eleazar and the whole
community, and commission him in their sight. 20 Confer
some of your authority on him so that the entire Israel-
ite community will obey him. 2" He will stand before the
priest Eleazar who will consult the Lorp for him with the
decision of the Urim. He and all the Israelites with him,
even the entire community, will go out and come back in
athis command.”

22 Moses did as the Lorb commanded him. He took Josh-
ua, had himstand before the priest Eleazar and the entire
community, 231aid his hands on him, and commissioned
him, as the LorRD had spoken through Moses.

2 The Lorp spoke to Moses, 2“Command the Israel-

ites and say to them: Be sure to presentto meatits
appointed time my offering and my food as my fire offer-
ing, apleasing aroma to me.3 And say to them:This is the
fire offering you are to present to the LorD:

"Each day present two unblemished year-old male
lambs as a regular burnt offering. 4 Offer one lamb in the
morning and the otherlamb at twilight, 5 along with two
quarts of fine flour for a grain offering mixed with a quart
of olive oil from crushed olives. ¢ Itis aregular burnt offer-
ing established at Mount Sinaifor a pleasing aroma, afire
offering to the LorD. 7The drink offering is to be a quart
with each lamb. Pour out the offering of beer to the LORD
inthe sanctuary area. 8 Offer the secondlamb at twilight,
along with the same kind of grain offering and drink of-
fering as in the morning. It is a fire offering, a pleasing
aroma to the LORD.

9"0n the Sabbath day present two unblemished year-
old male lambs, four quarts of fine flour mixed with oil as
agrain offering, andits drink offering. 0 Itis the burnt of-
fering for every Sabbath, in addition to the regular burnt
offering and its drink offering.
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1"At the beginning of each of your months present a
burnt offering to the LORD: two young bulls, one ram, sev-
enmalelambs ayear old —allunblemished — 2 with six
quarts of fine flour mixed with oil as a grain offering for
eachbull, four quarts of fine flour mixed with oilas agrain
offering for the ram, 13 and two quarts of fine flour mixed
with oil as a grain offering for each lamb. It is a burnt of-
fering, apleasing aroma, afire offering to the Lorp. " Their
drink offerings are to be two quarts of wine with each bull,
one and a third quarts with the ram, and one quart with
each male lamb. This is the monthly burnt offering for all
the months of the year. 13 And one male goat is to be of-
fered as a sin offering to the LORD, in addition to the reg-
ular burnt offering with its drink offering.

16"The Passover to the LORD comesin the firstmonth, on
the fourteenth day of the month. " On the fifteenth day of
this month there will be a festival; unleavened bread is to
be eaten for seven days. 18 On the first day thereistobe a
sacred assembly; you are not to do any daily work. ' Pre-
sentafire offering, aburntoffering to the LorD: twoyoung
bulls, one ram, and seven male lambs a year old. Your ani-
mals are to be unblemished.20The grain offering with them
is to be of fine flour mixed with oil; offer six quarts with
eachbulland four quarts with the ram. 2! Offer two quarts
with each of the sevenlambs 22and one male goatforasin
offering to make atonement for yourselves. 23 Offer these
with the morning burnt offering that is part of the regu-
lar burnt offering. 24You are to offer the same food each
day for seven days as a fire offering, a pleasing aroma to
the LORD. Itis to be offered with its drink offering and the
regular burnt offering. 25 On the seventh day you are to
hold a sacred assembly; you are not to do any daily work.

26"(n the day of firstfruits, you are to hold a sacred
assembly when you present an offering of new grain to
the LoRD at your Festival of Weeks; you are not to do any
daily work. 27 Present a burnt offering for a pleasing aro-
mato the LorD: two young bulls, oneram, and seven male
lambs a year old, 28 with their grain offering of fine flour
mixed with oil, six quarts with each bull, four quarts with
the ram, 2° and two quarts with each of the seven lambs,
30 and one male goat to make atonement for yourselves.
310ffer them with their drink offerings in addition to the
regular burntoffering andits grain offering. Your animals
are to be unblemished.

2 "You are to hold a sacred assembly in the seventh

month, on the first day of the month, and you are
nottodo any daily work.This willbe a day of trumpet blasts
for you. 2 Offer a burnt offering as a pleasing aroma to
the LoRD: one young bull, one ram, seven male lambs a
year old —all unblemished — 3 with their grain offering
of fine flour mixed with oil, six quarts with the bull, four
quarts with the ram, 4and two quarts with each of the
seven male lambs. 5 Also offer one male goat as a sin of-
fering to make atonement for yourselves. 6 These are in
addition to the monthly and regular burnt offerings with
their prescribed grain offerings and drink offerings. They
are a pleasing aroma, a fire offering to the LORD.

7"You are to hold a sacred assembly on the tenth day
of this seventh month and practice self-denial; do not do
any work. & Present a burnt offering to the LORD, a pleas-
ingaroma: oneyoung bull,one ram, and seven malelambs
ayearold. All your animals are to be unblemished.°Their
grainofferingis to be of fine flour mixed with oil, six quarts
with the bull, four quarts with the ram, 1® and two quarts
with each of the seven lambs. " Offer one male goatfora
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sin offering. The regular burnt offering with its grain of-
fering and drink offerings are in addition to the sin offer-
ing of atonement.

12"You are to hold a sacred assembly on the fifteenth
day of the seventh month; you do not do any daily work.
Youareto celebrate aseven-day festival for the LoRD. 3 Pre-
sent a burnt offering, a fire offering as a pleasing aroma
to the LorD: thirteen young bulls, two rams, and fourteen
malelambs ayearold.They are to be unblemished. " Their
grain offeringis to be of fine flour mixed with oil, sixquarts
with each of the thirteen bulls, four quarts with each of
the two rams, 5 and two quarts with each of the fourteen
lambs. 16 Also offer one male goat as a sin offering. These
arein addition to the regular burnt offering with its grain
and drink offerings.

17"0n the second day present twelve young bulls, two
rams, and fourteen male lambs a year old—all unblem-
ished — 8 with their grain and drink offerings for the bulls,
rams, andlambs, in proportion to theirnumber. " Also of-
fer one male goat as a sin offering. These are in addition
to the regular burnt offering with its grain and drink and
their drink offerings.

20"Qn the third day presenteleven bulls, two rams, four-
teen male lambs a year old—all unblemished — 2! with
theirgrainand drink offerings for the bulls, rams, andlambs,
in proportion to their number.22 Also offer one male goat
asasinoffering.These arein addition to the regularburnt
offering with its grain and drink offerings.

23"0n the fourth day present ten bulls, two rams, four-
teen male lambs a year old — all unblemished — 24 with
theirgrain and drink offerings for the bulls, rams, andlambs,
in proportion to their number. 25 Also offer one male goat
asasin offering.These are in addition to the regular burnt
offering with its grain and drink offerings.

26"0n the fifth day present nine bulls, two rams, four-
teen male lambs a year old —all unblemished — 27 with
theirgrainand drink offerings for the bulls, rams, andlambs,
in proportion to their number. 28 Also offer one male goat
asasinoffering.These arein addition to the regular burnt
offering with its grain and drink offerings.

29"0nthe sixth day presenteightbulls, two rams, four-
teen male lambs a year old — all unblemished — 3° with
theirgrain and drink offerings for the bulls, rams, andlambs,
in proportion to their number. 3! Aiso offer one male goat
asasin offering.These are in addition to the regular burnt
offering with its grain and drink offerings.

32"0n the seventh day present seven bulls, two rams,
and fourteen malelambs ayear old —all unblemished —
33with their grain and drink offerings for the bulls, rams,
andlambs, in proportion to theirnumber.34 Also offerone
male goat as a sin offering. These are in addition to the
regular burnt offering with its grain and drink offerings.

35"0n the eighth day you are to hold a solemn assem-
bly; you are not to do any daily work. 36 Present a burnt
offering, a fire offering as a pleasing aroma to the LoRD:
one bull, one ram, seven male lambs a year old —all un-
blemished — 37 with their grain and drink offerings for
the bulls, rams, and lambs, in proportion to their number.
38 Also offer one male goat as a sin offering. These are in
addition to the regular burnt offering with its grain and
drink offerings.

39"Qffer these to the LORD at your appointed times in
addition toyourvow and freewill offerings, whether burnt,
grain, drink, or fellowship offerings.” 42 So Moses told the
Israelites everything the LORD had commanded him.
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3 Moses told the leaders of the Israelite tribes, “This

is what the LorD has commanded: 2When a man
makes avow to the LORD or swears an oath to put himself
under an obligation, he must not break his word; he must
do whatever he has promised.

3"Whenawomanin herfather'shouse during heryouth
makes a vow to the LORD or puts herself under an obliga-
tion, 4and her father hears about her vow or the obliga-
tion she put herself under, and he says nothing to her, all
her vows and every obligation she put herself under are
binding.5 Butifherfather prohibits heron the day he hears
aboutit, none of hervows and none of the obligations she
putherselfunderare binding.The LORD will release her be-
cause her father has prohibited her.

6"Ifawoman marries while her vows or the rash com-
mitmentshe herself made are binding,” and her husband
hears aboutitand says nothing to her when he finds out,
hervows are binding, and the obligations she put herself
underarebinding.8 Butifherhusband prohibits herwhen
he hears about it, he will cancel her vow that is binding
or the rash commitment she herself made, and the LorRD
will release her.

9"Every vow a widow or divorced woman puts herself
underis binding on her.

10”|fawomanin her husband’s house has made avow
orput herself under an obligation with an oath, " and her
husband hears aboutit, says nothing to her, and does not
prohibither, all hervows are binding, and every obligation
sheputherselfunderisbinding.2Butifher husband can-
celsthemonthe day he hears aboutit, nothing thatcame
from herlips, whether her vows or her obligation, is bind-
ing.Her husband has canceled them, and the LorD will re-
lease her. 3 Her husband may confirm or cancel any vow
orany sworn obligation to deny herself. 14 If her husband
says nothing at all to her from day to day, he confirms all
hervows and obligations, which are binding. He has con-
firmedthem because he said nothing to herwhen he heard
aboutthem. Butif he cancels them after he hears about
them, he will be responsible for her commitment.”

6These are the statutes that the LorRD commanded Mo-
ses concerning the relationship between a man and his
wife, or between a father and his daughter in his house
during her youth.

3 The LorD spoke to Moses, 2”Execute vengeance for
the Israelites against the Midianites. After that, you
will be gathered to your people.”

350 Moses spoke to the people, “Equip some of your
men for war.They willgo against Midianto inflictthe LORD's
vengeance on them.4Send one thousand men to war from
eachsraelite tribe.”5 So one thousand were recruited from
eachlIsraelite tribe out of the thousandsin Israel — twelve
thousand equipped for war. ® Moses sent one thousand
from each tribe to war. They went with Phinehas son of
Eleazar the priest, in whose care were the holy objects
and signal trumpets.

7They waged war against Midian, as the LorD had
commanded Moses, and killed every male. 8 Along with
the others slain by them, they killed the Midianite kings
— Evi, Rekem, Zur, Hur, and Reba, the five kings of Mid-
ian. They also killed Balaam son of Beor with the sword.
9The Israelites took the Midianite women and their de-
pendents captive, and they plundered all their cattle, flocks,
and property. 1°Then they burned all the cities where the
Midianites lived, as well as all their encampments, ""and
took away all the spoils of war and the captives, both people
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and animals. 12They brought the prisoners, animals, and
spoils of war to Moses, the priest Eleazar, and the Israel-
ite community at the camp on the plains of Moab by the
Jordan across from Jericho.

13 Moses, the priest Eleazar, and all the leaders of the
community went to meet them outside the camp. 14But
Moses became furious with the officers, the commanders
ofthousands and commanders of hundreds, who were re-
turning from the military campaign. s “Haveyouletevery
femalelive? "he asked them.6"Yet they are the ones who,
atBalaam’s advice, incited the Israelites to unfaithfulness
against the LoRrD in the Peor incident, so that the plague
came against the LORD's community. 7 So now, Kill every
maleamong the dependents andKkillevery womanwho has
gonetobedwithaman, 8 butkeep alive foryourselves all
theyoung females who have notgone to bed withaman.

19"You are to remain outside the camp for seven days.
All of you and your prisoners who have killed a person or
touched the dead are to purify yourselves on the third day
and the seventh day. 20 Also purify everything: garments,
leather goods, things made of goat hair, and every arti-
cle of wood.”

21Then the priest Eleazar said to the soldiers who had
gonetobattle, “Thisis thelegal statute the LorRb command-
ed Moses: 22The gold, silver, bronze, iron, tin, and lead —
23 everything that can withstand fire—you are to pass
through fire, and it will be clean. It must still be purified
with the purification water. Anything that cannot with-
stand fire, pass through the water. 24 On the seventh day
wash your clothes, and you will be clean. After that you
may enter the camp.”

25The Lorp told Moses, 26 “You, the priest Eleazar, and
the family heads of the community are to take a count of
what was captured, people and animals. 27 Then divide
the captives between the troops who wentoutto warand
the entire community. 28 Set aside a tribute for the LORD
from what belongs to the fighting men who went out to
war:oneoutofeveryfive hundred people, cattle, donkeys,
sheep, and goats. 22 Take the tribute from their half and
giveitto the priest Eleazar as a contribution to the LorD.
30 From the Israelites’ half, take one out of every fifty from
the people, cattle, donkeys, sheep, and goats, all the live-
stock, and give them to the Levites who perform the du-
ties of the LORD's tabernacle.”

3150 Moses and the priest Eleazar did as the LorD com-
manded Moses. 32The captives remaining from the plun-
der the army had taken totaled:

675,000 sheep and goats,
33 72,000 cattle,
34 61,000 donkeys,
35 and 32,000 people, all the females
who had not gone to bed with a man.
36The half portion for those who wentout to war num-
bered:
337,500 sheep and goats,
37 and the tribute to the LorD was 675
from the sheep and goats;
38 from the 36,000 cattle,
the tribute to the LorD was 72;
39 fromthe 30,500 donkeys,
the tribute to the LorD was 61;
40 and from the 16,000 people,
the tribute to the LorD was 32 people.
41Moses gave the tribute to the priest Eleazar as a contri-
bution for the LORD, as the LOrRD had commanded Moses.
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42From the Israelites’ half, which Moses separated from

the men who fought, 43 the community’s half was:
337,500 sheep and goats,

44 36,000 cattle,

45 30,500 donkeys,

46 and 16,000 people.
47 Moses took one out of every fifty, selected from the peo-
ple and the livestock of the Israelites’ half. He gave them
to the Levites who perform the duties of the LoRD's tab-
ernacle, as the Lorp had commanded him.

48The officers who were over the thousands of the
army, the commanders of thousands and of hundreds,
approached Moses 42 and told him, “Your servants have
taken a census of the fighting men under our command,
and not one of us is missing. 5° So we have presented to
the Lorp an offering of the gold articles each man found
—armlets, bracelets, rings, earrings, and necklaces —to
make atonement for ourselves before the LORD."

51Moses and the priest Eleazar received from them all
the articles made out of gold. 52 All the gold of the contri-
bution they offered to the Lorp, from the commanders of
thousands and of hundreds, was 420 pounds. 53 Each of the
soldiers had taken plunder for himself. 54 Moses and the
priest Eleazar received the gold from the commanders of
thousands and of hundreds and broughtitinto the tent of
meeting as a memorial for the Israelites before the LORD.
3 TheReubenites and Gadites had averylarge num-

ber of livestock.When they surveyed the lands of
Jazer and Gilead, they saw that the region was a good
one for livestock. 2So the Gadites and Reubenites came
to Moses, the priest Eleazar, and the leaders of the com-
munity and said: 3 “The territory of Ataroth, Dibon, Jazer,
Nimrah, Heshbon, Elealeh, Sebam, Nebo, and Beon, 4which
the LORD struck down before the community of Israel, is
goodland forlivestock, and your servants ownlivestock.”
5They said, "If we have found favor with you, let this land
be given to your servants as a possession. Don't make us
cross the Jordan.”

6 But Moses asked the Gadites and Reubenites, “Should
your brothers go to war while you stay here??Why areyou
discouraging the Israelites from crossinginto theland the
Lorb has given them?8That's whatyour fathers did when|
sentthem from Kadesh-barneatosee theland.® After they
wentup as far as Eshcol Valley and saw the land, they dis-
couraged the Israelites from entering theland the Lorb had
given them. 1°So the LoRD’s anger burned that day, and
he swore an oath: "'Because they did not remain loyal to
me, none of the men twenty years old or more who came
up from Egypt will see the land | swore to give Abraham,
Isaac, and Jacob— 12none except Caleb son of Jephun-
neh the Kenizzite and Joshua son of Nun, because they
did remain loyal to the Lorp. 3The LoRD's anger burned
againstlsrael, and he made them wander in the wilderness
forty years until the whole generation thathad done what
was evil in the LoRD's sight was gone. # And here you, a
brood of sinners, stand in your fathers’ place adding even
more to the LORD's burning anger against Israel. 15 If you
turnback from following him, he willonce againleave this
people in the wilderness, and you will destroy all of them.”

16Then they approached him and said, “We want to
build sheep pens here for our livestock and cities for our
dependents. 7 But we will arm ourselves and be ready to
go ahead of the Israelites until we have brought theminto
their place. Meanwhile, our dependents willremainin the
fortified cities because of the inhabitants of theland. 18\We
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willnotreturn to ourhomes untileach of the Israelites has
taken possession of hisinheritance. Yetwe willnothave
aninheritance with them across the Jordan and beyond, be-
cause ourinheritance will be across the Jordan to the east.”

20 Moses replied to them, “If you do this—if you arm
yourselves for battle before the LOoRD, 2'and every one of
your armed men crosses the Jordan before the LORD un-
tilhe has driven his enemies from his presence, 22 and the
land is subdued before the LorRb — afterward you may re-
turn and be free from obligation to the LorD and to Isra-
el. And thisland will belong to you as a possession before
the Lorp. 23 But if you don't do this, you will certainly sin
against the LoRrp; be sure your sin will catch up with you.
24 Build cities foryour dependents and pens for your flocks,
but do whatyou have promised.”

25The Gadites and Reubenites answered Moses, “Your
servants will do just as my lord commands. 26 Our depen-
dents, wives, livestock, and allour animals willremain here
in the cities of Gilead, 27 but your servants are equipped
for war before the LORD and will go across to the battle
as my lord orders.”

2850 Moses gave orders about them to the priest Elea-
zar,Joshuason of Nun, and the family heads of the Israelite
tribes.22 Moses told them, “If the Gadites and Reubenites
cross the Jordan with you, every man in battle formation
before the LORD, and the land is subdued before you, you
areto give them theland of Gilead as a possession.3° But
if they don't go across with you in battle formation, they
must acceptland in Canaan with you.”

31The Gadites and Reubenites replied, “What the LorRD
has spoken to your servants is what we will do. 32\We will
cross over in battle formation before the LoRrD into the
land of Canaan, but we will keep our hereditary posses-
sion across the Jordan.”

3350 Moses gave them —the Gadites, Reubenites,and
halfthe tribe of Manasseh son of Joseph— the kingdom of
King Sihon of the Amorites and the kingdom of King Og of
Bashan, theland includingits cities with the territories sur-
rounding them.34The Gadites rebuilt Dibon, Ataroth, Aroer,
35 Atroth-shophan, Jazer, Jogbehah, 36 Beth-nimrah, and
Beth-haran as fortified cities, and built sheep pens. 3’ The
Reubenitesrebuilt Heshbon, Elealen, Kiriathaim, 38 as well
as Nebo and Baal-meon (whose names were changed),
and Sibmah.They gave names to the cities they rebuilt.

39The descendants of Machirson of Manasseh went to
Gilead, captured it, and drove out the Amorites who were
there.40So Moses gave Gilead to the clan of Machir son of
Manasseh, and they settledinit.4?Jair, adescendant of Ma-
nasseh, wentand captured theirvillages, which herenamed
Jair'sVillages.42 Nobah wentand captured Kenath with its
surrounding villages and called it Nobah after his own name.
3 These were the stages of the Israelites’ journey

when they went out of the land of Egypt by their
military divisions under theleadership of Moses and Aaron.
2 Atthe Lorp’s command, Moses wrote down the starting
points forthe stages of their journey; these are the stages
listed by their starting points:

3They traveled from Rameses in the first month,

on the fifteenth day of the month. On the day after

the Passover the Israelites went out defiantly in the

sight of all the Egyptians. 4 Meanwhile, the Egyptians
were burying every firstborn male the LorD had
struck down among them, for the LoRrD had executed
judgment against their gods. 5 The Israelites traveled
from Rameses and camped at Succoth.
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6They traveled from Succoth and camped at Etham,
which is on the edge of the wilderness.

7They traveled from Etham and turned back to
Pi-nahiroth, which faces Baal-zephon, and they
camped before Migdol.

8They traveled from Pi-hahiroth and crossed through
the middle of the sea into the wilderness. They took a
three-day journey into the Wilderness of Etham and
camped at Marah.

9They traveled from Marah and came to Elim.There
were twelve springs and seventy date palms at Elim,
so they camped there.

10They traveled from Elim and camped by the Red
Sea.

"They traveled from the Red Sea and camped in the
Wilderness of Sin.

12They traveled from the Wilderness of Sin and
camped in Dophkah.

BThey traveled from Dophkah and camped at Alush.
14They traveled from Alush and camped at Rephidim,
where there was no water for the people to drink.
15They traveled from Rephidim and camped in the
Wilderness of Sinai.

16They traveled from the Wilderness of Sinai and
camped atKibroth-hattaavah.

7They traveled from Kibroth-hattaavah and camped
atHazeroth.

18They traveled from Hazeroth and camped at
Rithmah.

9They traveled from Rithmah and camped at
Rimmon-perez.

20They traveled from Rimmon-perez and camped
atLibnah.

21They traveled from Libnah and camped at Rissah.
22They traveled from Rissah and camped at
Kehelathah.

23They traveled from Kehelathah and camped at
Mount Shepher.

24They traveled from Mount Shepher and camped
atHaradah.

25They traveled from Haradah and camped at
Makheloth.

26They traveled from Makheloth and camped at
Tahath.

21They traveled from Tahath and camped at Terah.
28They traveled from Terah and camped at Mithkah.
29They traveled from Mithkah and camped at
Hashmonah.

30They traveled from Hashmonah and camped at
Moseroth.

31They traveled from Moseroth and camped at
Bene-jaakan.

32They traveled from Bene-jaakan and camped at
Hor-haggidgad.

33They traveled from Hor-haggidgad and camped at
Jotbathah.

34They traveled from Jotbathah and camped at
Abronah.

35They traveled from Abronah and camped at
Ezion-geber.

36They traveled from Ezion-geber and camped in the
Wilderness of Zin (thatis, Kadesh).

37They traveled from Kadesh and camped at Mount
Hor on the edge of the land of Edom. 38 At the LORD's
command, the priest Aaron climbed Mount Hor and
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died there on the first day of the fifth month in the
fortieth year after the Israelites went out of the land
of Egypt. 39 Aaron was 123 years old when he died
on Mount Hor. 40 At that time the Canaanite king of
Arad, wholived in the Negev in the land of Canaan,
heard the Israelites were coming.
#41They traveled from Mount Hor and camped at
Zalmonah.
42They traveled from Zalmonah and camped at
Punon.
43They traveled from Punon and camped at Oboth.
44They traveled from Oboth and camped at
lye-abarim on the border of Moab.
45They traveled from lyim and camped at Dibon-gad.
46They traveled from Dibon-gad and camped at
Almon-diblathaim.
41They traveled from Aimon-diblathaim and camped
in the Abarim range facing Nebo.
48They traveled from the Abarim range and
camped on the plains of Moab by the Jordan across
from Jericho. 49 They camped by the Jordan from
Beth-jeshimoth to the Acacia Meadow on the plains
of Moab.
50The LorD spoke to Moses in the plains of Moab by
the Jordan across from Jericho, 31“Tell the Israelites:When
you cross the Jordan into the land of Canaan, 52 you must
drive outallthe inhabitants of theland before you, destroy
all their stone images and cast images, and demolish all
their high places. 3 You are to take possession of theland
and settle in it because | have given you the land to pos-
sess. 54You are to receive the land as an inheritance by
lotaccording to your clans. Increase the inheritance for a
large clan and decrease it for a small one.Whatever place
the lot indicates for someone will be his. You will receive
an inheritance according to your ancestral tribes. 55 But
if you don't drive out the inhabitants of the land before
you, those you allow to remain will become barbs foryour
eyes and thorns for your sides; they will harass you in the
land where you will live. 56 And what | had planned to do
to them, | will do to you.”
3 The LorD spoke to Moses, 2“Command the Israel-
ites and say to them: When you enter the land of
Canaan, it will be allotted to you as an inheritance with
these borders:
3Your southern side will be from the Wilderness of Zin
along the boundary of Edom. Your southern border
on the east will begin at the east end of the Dead Sea.
4Your border will turn south of the Scorpions’ Ascent,
proceed to Zin, and end south of Kadesh-barnea. It
will go to Hazar-addar and proceed to Azmon.5The
border will turn from Azmon to the Brook of Egypt,
where it willend at the Mediterranean Sea.
6Your western border will be the coastline of the
Mediterranean Sea; this will be your western border.
7This will be your northern border: From the
Mediterranean Sea draw aline to Mount Hor; 8 from
Mount Hor draw aline to the entrance of Hamath,
and the border will reach Zedad. 2 Then the border
will go to Ziphron and end at Hazar-enan. This will be
your northern border.
10 For your eastern border, draw aline from Hazar-
enan to Shepham. 1"The border will go down from
Shepham to Riblah east of Ain. It will continue down
and reach the eastern slope of the Sea of Chinnereth.
12Then the border will go down to the Jordan and end
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atthe Dead Sea. This will be your land defined by its

borders on all sides.”

1350 Moses commanded the Israelites, “This is theland
you are toreceive bylotas aninheritance, which the LorD
commanded to be given to the nine and a half tribes. " For
the tribe of Reuben'’s descendants and the tribe of Gad's
descendants have received theirinheritance according to
theirancestral families, and half the tribe of Manasseh has
received its inheritance. 3The two and a half tribes have
received their inheritance across the Jordan east of Jeri-
cho, toward the sunrise.”

16The LorD spoke to Moses, 7 “These are the names of
the men who are to distribute the land as an inheritance
for you: the priest Eleazar and Joshua son of Nun. 18Take
oneleader from each tribe to distribute theland. ¥ These
are the names of the men:

Caleb son of Jephunneh from the tribe of Judah;

20 Shemuel son of Ammihud from the tribe of

Simeon's descendants;

21 Elidad son of Chislon from the tribe of Benjamin;

22 Bykki son of Jogli, aleader from the tribe of Dan’s

descendants;

23from the sons of Joseph:

Hanniel son of Ephod, a leader from the tribe of

Manasseh'’s descendants,

24 Kemuel son of Shiphtan, aleader from the tribe of

Ephraim’s descendants;

25 Eli-zaphan son of Parnach, aleader from the tribe

of Zebulun's descendants;

26 Paltiel son of Azzan, aleader from the tribe of

Issachar's descendants;

27 Ahihud son of Shelomi, a leader from the tribe of

Asher’s descendants;

28 Pedahel son of Ammihud, aleader from the tribe of

Naphtali's descendants.”
29These are the ones the LORD commanded to distribute
the inheritance to the Israelites in the land of Canaan.
3 The LorD again spoke to Moses in the plains of

Moab by the Jordan across from Jericho:2"Com-
mand the Israelites to give cities out of their hereditary
property for the Levites tolive in and pastureland around
the cities. 3The cities will be for them to live in, and their
pasturelands will be for their herds, flocks, and all their
other animals. 4The pasturelands of the cities you are to
give the Levites will extend from the city wall five hundred
yards on every side. > Measure a thousand yards outside
the city for the east side, a thousand yards for the south
side, a thousand yards for the west side, and a thousand
yards for the north side, with the city in the center. This will
belong to them as pasturelands for the cities.

6"The cities you give the Levites will include six cities
of refuge, which you will provide so that the one who kills
someone may flee there; in addition to these, give forty-
two other cities.7The total number of cities you give the
Levites will be forty-eight, along with their pasturelands.
8Ofthe cities thatyou give from the Israelites’ territory, you
should take more from alarger tribe andless from a small-
erone.Eachtribeis to give some ofits cities to the Levites
in proportion to the inheritance it receives.”

9The Lorb said to Moses, 1 “Speak to the Israelites and
tell them:When you cross the Jordan into the land of Ca-
naan, " designate cities to serve as cities of refuge foryou,
s0 that a person who kills someone unintentionally may
flee there. 12You will have the cities as a refuge from the
avenger, so that the one who kills someone will not die

8/4/17 2:36 PM



NUMBERS 35-36 92

until he stands trial before the assembly. 3 The cities you
select will be your six cities of refuge. 14 Select three cities
across the Jordan and three citiesin theland of Canaan to
be cities of refuge. > These six cities will serve as a refuge
for the Israelites and for the alien or temporary resident
among them, so that anyone who Kills a person uninten-
tionally may flee there.

16”|f anyone strikes a person with an iron object and
deathresults, heisamurderer; the murderer mustbe putto
death."7[fanyone hasin his hand astone capable of caus-
ing death and strikes another person and he dies, the mur-
derer must be put to death. 8 If anyone has in his hand a
wooden object capable of causing death and strikes anoth-
erperson and he dies, the murderer must be put to death.
9The avenger ofblood himselfis tokill the murderer; when
he finds him, he is to kill him. 20 Likewise, if anyone in ha-
tred pushes a person or throws an object at him with ma-
licious intentand he dies, 21 or if in hostility he strikes him
with his hand and he dies, the one who struck him must
be put to death; he is a murderer. The avenger of blood is
tokill the murderer when he finds him.

22"Byt if anyone suddenly pushes a person without
hostility or throws any object at him without malicious
intent 23 or withoutlooking drops a stone that could kill a
person and he dies, but he was not his enemy and didn’t
intend to harm him, 24 the assembly is to judge between
the person who kills someone and the avenger of blood
according to these ordinances. 25 The assembly is to pro-
tectthe one whokills someone from the avenger of blood.
Then the assembly will return him to the city of refuge he
fled to, and he must live there until the death of the high
priest who was anointed with the holy oil.

26"|f the one who Kkills someone ever goes outside the
border of the city of refuge he fled to, 2 and the avenger
of blood finds him outside the border of his city of refuge
and kills him, the avenger will not be guilty of bloodshed,
28for the one who Killed a person was supposed to live in
his city of refuge until the death of the high priest. Only af-
terthe death of the high priestmay the one who haskilled
apersonreturn totheland he possesses.2°These instruc-
tions will be astatutory ordinance foryou throughoutyour
generations whereveryoulive.

30"|f anyoneKills a person, the murdereris to be put to
death based on the word of witnesses. Butno oneis to be
putto death based on the testimony of one witness.3'You
are not to accepta ransom for the life of someone who is
guilty of murder; he mustbe putto death.32 Neither should
youacceptaransom forthe person who flees to his city of
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refuge, allowing him to return and live in the land before
the death of the high priest.

33"Do notdefile theland where youlive, for bloodshed
defiles the land, and there can be no atonement for the
land because of the blood thatis shed on it, except by the
blood of the person who shed it. 34 Do not make the land
unclean where you live and where | dwell; for |, the Lorp,
reside among the Israelites.”

3 The family heads from the clan of the descen-

dants of Gilead — the son of Machir, son of Ma-
nasseh—who were from the clans of the sons of Joseph,
approached and addressed Moses and the leaders who
were heads of the Israelite families.2They said, “The LORD
commanded my lord to give the land as an inheritance
by lot to the Israelites. My lord was further command-
ed by the Lorp to give our brother Zelophehad's inher-
itance to his daughters. 3 If they marry any of the men
from the other Israelite tribes, their inheritance will be
taken away from our fathers’ inheritance and added to
that of the tribe into which they marry. Therefore, part
of our allotted inheritance would be taken away.4When
the Jubilee comes for the Israelites, theirinheritance will
be added to that of the tribe into which they marry, and
theirinheritance will be taken away from the inheritance
of our ancestral tribe.”

550 Moses commanded the Israelites at the word of
the Lorp, “"What the tribe of Joseph’s descendants says is
right.6This is what the LORD has commanded concerning
Zelophehad's daughters:They may marry anyone they like
provided they marry within a clan of their ancestral tribe.
7No inheritance belonging to the Israelites is to transfer
from tribe to tribe, because each of the Israelites is to re-
tain the inheritance of his ancestral tribe. 8 Any daugh-
ter who possesses an inheritance from an Israelite tribe
must marry someone from the clan of her ancestral tribe,
so that each of the Israelites will possess the inheritance
of hisfathers.? Noinheritance s to transfer from one tribe
to another, because each of the Israelite tribes is to retain
its inheritance.”

10The daughters of Zelophehad did as the LorD com-
manded Moses. 1" Mahlah, Tirzah, Hoglah, Milcah, and
Noah, the daughters of Zelophehad, married cousins on
their father’s side. 12They married men from the clans of
the descendants of Manasseh son of Joseph, and their in-
heritance remained within the tribe of their father's clan.

B3These are the commands and ordinances the LORD
commanded the Israelites through Moses in the plains of
Moab by the Jordan across from Jericho.

8/4/17 2:36 PM
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These are the words Moses spoke to all Israel across the

Jordaninthe wilderness, in the Arabah opposite Suph,
between Paran andTophel, Laban, Hazeroth, and Di-zahab.
2|tisan eleven-day journey from Horeb to Kadesh-barnea
by way of Mount Seir.3 In the fortieth year, in the eleventh
month, on the first of the month, Moses told the Israelites
everything the LORD had commanded him to say to them.
4This was after he had defeated King Sihon of the Amo-
rites, who lived in Heshbon, and King Og of Bashan, who
livedin Ashtaroth, at Edrei.5 Across the Jordanin theland
of Moab, Moses began to explain this law, saying:

6"The LorD our God spoke to us at Horeb: 'You have
stayedatthis mountainlong enough.? Resumeyourjourney
and go to the hill country of the Amorites and their neigh-
borsinthe Arabah, the hillcountry, the Judean foothills, the
Negev and the sea coast—to theland of the Canaanites
andto Lebanon as far as the greatriver, the Euphrates Riv-
er.8See, | have settheland before you. Enter and take pos-
session of the land the LoRD swore to give to your fathers
Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob and their future descendants.’

9"|said toyou atthattime:| can'tbear the responsibil-
ity for you on my own.°The LorD your God has so multi-
plied you that today you are as numerous as the stars of
the sky.May the Lorp, the God of your fathers, increase
you athousand times more, andblessyou as he promised
you."Buthow can|bearyour troubles, burdens, and dis-
putes by myself? 13 Appoint for yourselves wise, under-
standing, and respected men from each of your tribes,
and | will make them your leaders.

14"Youreplied to me, Whatyou propose to dois good.’

15”50 took the leaders of your tribes, wise and respect-
edmen, and setthemoveryou asleaders:commanders for
thousands, hundreds, fifties, and tens, and officers foryour
tribes. 6| commanded your judges at that time: Hear the
cases between your brothers, and judge rightly between
amanand his brotheror his resident alien. " Do not show
partiality when deciding a case; listen to small and great
alike. Do not be intimidated by anyone, for judgment be-
longs to God. Bring me any case too difficult for you, and
| willhearit.18 At thattime | commandedyou about all the
things you were to do.

19"\We then set out from Horeb and went across all the
great and terrible wilderness you saw on the way to the
hill country of the Amorites, just as the Lorp our God had
commanded us.When we reached Kadesh-barnea, 20| said
to you:You have reached the hill country of the Amorites,
which the Lorp our God is giving us. 21 See, the LORD your
God has set the land before you. Go up and take posses-
sionofitas the LorD, the God of your fathers, has told you.
Do not be afraid or discouraged.

22"Then all of you approached me and said, Let's send
men ahead of us, so that they may explore the land for us
and bring us back a report about the route we should go
up and the cities we will come to. 2 The plan seemed good
tome, sol selected twelve men fromamong you, one man
foreach tribe.24Theyleftand wentupinto the hill country
and cameto theValley of Eshcol, scouting theland. 25 They
took some of the fruit from thelandin their hands, carried
itdown to us, and brought us back a report: ‘Theland the
LoRrb our God is giving us is good.’
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26"But you were not willing to go up. You rebelled
against the command of the LorD your God. 27 You grum-
bled in your tents and said, ‘The LorD brought us out of
theland of Egypt to hand us over to the Amorites in order
to destroy us, because he hates us. 28Where can we go?
Our brothers have made us lose heart, saying: The peo-
ple are larger and taller than we are; the cities are large,
fortified to the heavens.We also saw the descendants of
the Anakim there.’

29"So | saidtoyou: Don'tbe terrified or afraid of them!
30The LorD your God who goes before you will fight for
you, just as you saw him do for you in Egypt. 31 And you
saw in the wilderness how the LorD your God carried you
as a man carries his son all along the way you traveled
until you reached this place. 32 But in spite of this you did
not trust the LorD your God, 33 who went before you on
the journey to seek out a place for you to camp. He went
inthe fire by nightand in the cloud by day to guide you on
the road you were to travel.

34"\When the LORD heard your words, he grew angry
and swore an oath:35'None of these men in this evil gen-
eration will see the goodland | swore to give your fathers,
36 except Caleb the son of Jephunneh. He will see it, and |
willgive him and his descendants theland on which he has
set foot, because he remained loyal to the LorD.’

37"The LoRrD was angry with me also because of you
and said: "You will not enter there either. 38 Joshua son of
Nun, who attends you, will enter it. Encourage him, for
he will enable Israel to inherit it. 32 Your children, whom
you said would be plunder, your sons who don't yet know
good from evil, will enter there. | will give them the land,
and they will take possession of it. 42 But you are to turn
back and head for the wilderness by way of the Red Sea.’

41"You answered me, 'We have sinned against the LoRD.
We willgo up and fightjustas the Lorp our God command-
ed us. Then each of you put on his weapons of war and
thoughtitwould be easy to go up into the hill country.

42"But the LorD said to me, Tell them:Don't go up and
fight, for|am not with you to keep you from being defeat-
ed by your enemies.’ 43So | spoke to you, but you didn't
listen. You rebelled against the Lorb's command and de-
fiantly went up into the hill country. 44Then the Amorites
wholived there came outagainstyou and chasedyoulike
aswarm of bees. They routed you from Seir as far as Hor-
mah.4Whenyoureturned, youweptbefore the LORD, but
he didn’t listen to your requests or pay attention to you.
46 For this reason you stayed in Kadesh aslong as you did.

“Then we turned back and headed for the wilderness
by way of the Red Sea, as the LORD had told me, and

we traveled around the hill country of Seir for many days.
2The Lorp then said to me, 3'You've been traveling around
this hill country long enough; turn north. 4 Command the
people:You are aboutto travel through the territory of your
brothers, the descendants of Esau, wholive in Seir. They will
be afraid of you, so be very careful.  Don’t provoke them,
for | will not give you any of theirland, not even a foot of
it, because | have given Esau the hill country of Seir as his
possession. 6You may purchase food from them, so that
you may eat, and buy water from them to drink.” For the
Lorp your God has blessed youin all the work of your hands.
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He has watched over your journey through thisimmense
wilderness.The LoRD your God has been withyou this past
forty years, and you have lacked nothing.’

8"S0 we bypassed our brothers, the descendants of
Esau, who live in Seir. We turned away from the Arabah
road and from Elath and Ezion-geber. We traveled along
theroad to the Wilderness of Moab.® The LoRD said to me,
‘Show no hostility toward Moab, and do not provoke them
to battle, for | will not give you any of theirland as a pos-
session, since | have given Ar as a possession to the de-
scendants of Lot."”

10The Emim, a great and numerous people as tall as
the Anakim, had previously lived there. " They were also
regarded as Rephaim, like the Anakim, though the Moab-
ites called them Emim.2The Horites had previously lived
in Seir, but the descendants of Esau drove them out, de-
stroying them completely and settlingin their place, justas
Israeldidintheland of its possession the LORD gave them.

13"The Lorp said,'Now get up and cross the Zered Val-
ley." So we crossed the Zered Valley. 14 The time we spent
traveling from Kadesh-barnea until we crossed the Ze-
red Valley was thirty-eight years until the entire genera-
tion of fighting men had perished from the camp, as the
Lorp had sworn to them. 5 Indeed, the LORD's hand was
againstthem, to eliminate them from the camp until they
had all perished.

16"When all the fighting men had died among the
people, 17 the LORD spoke to me, 18'Today you are going to
cross the border of Moab at Ar. 1 When you get close to
the Ammonites, don’t show any hostility to them or pro-
voke them, for | will not give you any of the Ammonites’
land as apossession; | have givenitas apossessiontothe
descendants of Lot."”

20This too used to be regarded as theland of the Reph-
aim.The Rephaimlived there previously, though the Am-
monites called them Zamzummim, ' agreatand numerous
people, tall as the Anakim.The LorD destroyed the Reph-
aim atthe advance of the Ammonites, so that they drove
them out and settled in their place. 22This was just as he
had done for the descendants of Esau who lived in Seir,
when he destroyed the Horites before them; they drove
them out and have lived in their place until now. 23The
Caphtorim, who came from Caphtor, destroyed the Av-
vites, who lived in villages as far as Gaza, and settled in
their place.

24"The LoRD also said, Get up, move out, and cross the
ArnonValley.See, | have handed the Amorites’ King Sihon
ofHeshbon and hisland over toyou. Begin to take posses-
sion of it; engage him in battle. 25 Today | will begin to put
the fear and dread of you on the peoples everywhere un-
der heaven. They will hear the report about you, tremble,
and be in anguish because of you."

26"So | sent messengers with an offer of peace to King
Sihon of Heshbon from the Wilderness of Kedemoth, saying,
27"Let us travel through your land; we will keep strictly to
the highway.We will not turn to theright or theleft. 28 You
can sell us food in exchange for silver so we may eat, and
give us water for silver so we may drink. Only let us travel
through on foot, 29 just as the descendants of Esau who
live in Seir did for us, and the Moabites who live in Ar, un-
til we cross the Jordan into the land the Lorp our God is
giving us.’ 30 But King Sinon of Heshbon would not let us
travel through his land, for the LorD your God had made
his spiritstubborn and his heart obstinate in ordertohand
him over to you, as has now taken place.
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31"Then the LORD said to me, 'See, | have begun to give
Sihon and his land to you. Begin to take possession of it."
3250 Sihon and his whole army came out against us for
battle at Jahaz. 33The Lorp our God handed him over to
us, and we defeated him, his sons, and his whole army.
34 At that time we captured all his cities and completely
destroyed the people of every city, including the women
and children.Weleft no survivors.35We took only thelive-
stock and the spoil from the cities we captured as plunder
forourselves.36 There was no city that was inaccessible to
us, from Aroer on the rim of the Arnon Valley, along with
the city in the valley, even as far as Gilead. The LorD our
God gave everything to us. 3 Butyou did not go near the
Ammonites’ land, all along the bank of the Jabbok River,
the cities of the hill country, or any place that the LorD our
God had forbidden.

“Then we turned and went up the road to Bashan,
and King Og of Bashan came out against us with his

whole army to do battle at Edrei.2 But the LorD said to me,
‘Do not fear him, for | have handed him over to you along
with his whole army and his land. Do to him as you did to
King Sihon of the Amorites, wholivedin Heshbon.'3 So the
Lorp our God also handed over King Og of Bashan and his
whole army to us.We struck him until there was no survivor
left.#We captured all his cities at that time.There wasn'ta
city that we didn't take from them: sixty cities, the entire
region of Argob, the kingdom of Og in Bashan. 5 All these
were fortified with high walls, gates, and bars, besides a
large number of rural villages. ¢ We completely destroyed
them, as we had done to King Sihon of Heshbon, destroy-
ing the men, women, and children of every city.? But we
took all the livestock and the spoil from the cities as plun-
der for ourselves.

8"At that time we took the land from the two Amorite
Kings across the Jordan, from the Arnon Valley as far as
Mount Hermon, 2 which the Sidonians call Sirion, but the
Amorites call Senir, 1 all the cities of the plateau, Gilead,
andBashan as far as Salecah and Edreij, cities of 0g's king-
dom in Bashan." (Only King Og of Bashan was left of the
remnant of the Rephaim. His bed was made of iron. Isn’t
itin Rabbah of the Ammonites? Itis 13 72 feetlong and 6
feet wide by a standard measure.)

12"At that time we took possession of this land. | gave
to the Reubenites and Gadites the area extending from
Aroer by the Arnon Valley, and half the hill country of Gil-
ead along with its cities. 3| gave to half the tribe of Ma-
nasseh the rest of Gilead and all Bashan, the kingdom of
0g.The entire region of Argob, the whole territory of Ba-
shan, used to be called the land of the Rephaim. 4 Jair, a
descendant of Manasseh, took over the entire region of
Argob as far as the border of the Geshurites and Maaca-
thites. He called Bashan by his own name, Jair's Villages,
as itis today. 31 gave Gilead to Machir, ®and | gave to
the Reubenites and Gadites the area extending from Gil-
ead to the Arnon Valley (the middle of the valley was the
border) and up to the Jabbok River, the border of the Am-
monites. 7The Arabah and Jordan are also borders from
Chinnereth as far as the Sea of the Arabah, the Dead Sea,
under the slopes of Pisgah on the east.

18"| commanded you at that time: The Lorp your God
has givenyou thisland to possess. Allyour valiant men will
cross over in battle formation ahead of your brothers the
Israelites. " Butyour wives, dependents, andlivestock —|
know thatyou have alot of livestock — willremainin the
cities | have given you 20 until the LORD gives rest to your
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brothers as he has toyou, and they also take possession of
theland the LORD your God is giving them across the Jor-
dan. Then each of you may return to his possession that
| have givenyou.

21"| commanded Joshua at that time: Your own eyes
haveseen everything the LORD your God has done to these
two kings. The LORD will do the same to all the kingdoms
you are about to enter. 22 Don’t be afraid of them, for the
Lorp your God fights for you.

23"Atthattime | begged the LorD:24 Lord Gob, you have
begun to show your greatness and your strong hand to your
servant, for what god is there in heaven or on earth who
can perform deeds and mighty acts like yours? 25 Please
let me cross over and see the beautiful land on the other
side of the Jordan, that good hill country and Lebanon.

26"But the LorD was angry with me because of you and
would notlistento me.The LORD said to me, ‘That's enough!
Donotspeak to me again about this matter.2? Go to the top
of Pisgah andlook to the west, north, south, and east, and
seeitwith yourown eyes, foryou willnot cross the Jordan.
28 Butcommission Joshua and encourage and strengthen
him, for he will cross over ahead of the people and enable
them to inherit thisland thatyou will see.’ 29 So we stayed
inthe valley facing Beth-peor.

“Now, Israel, listen to the statutes and ordinances lam
teachingyoutofollow, so thatyoumaylive, enter,and

take possession of the land the Lorp, the God of your fa-
thers, is giving you. 2You must not add anything to what |
command you or take anything away from it, so that you
may keep the commands of the LORD your God | am giving
you.3Your eyes have seen what the LorD did at Baal-peor,
for the LORD your God destroyed every one of you who fol-
lowed Baal of Peor.4 Butyou who have remained faithful to
the LorD your God are all alive today. 5 Look, | have taught
you statutes and ordinances as the LorD my God has com-
manded me, so that you may follow them in the land you
areentering to possess.® Carefully follow them, for this will
show your wisdom and understanding in the eyes of the
peoples.When they hear aboutall these statutes, they will
say, ‘Thisgreatnationisindeed a wise and understanding
people.’” Forwhatgreatnation is there thathas a god near
toitasthe LorD our God is to us whenever we call to him?
8 And what great nation has righteous statutes and ordi-
nances like this entire law | set before you today?

9"0nlybe onyourguard and diligently watchyourselves,
so that you don't forget the things your eyes have seen
and so that they don't slip from your mind as long as you
live.Teach them to your children and your grandchildren.
10The day you stood before the LorRD your God at Horeb,
the LoRD said to me,Assemble the people before me, and
| will let them hear my words, so that they may learn to
fearmeallthe days theylive on the earth and may instruct
their children.’ ""You came near and stood at the base of
the mountain, amountain blazing with fireinto the heav-
ensandenvelopedin atotally black cloud.2Then the LORD
spoke to you from the fire. You kept hearing the sound of
the words, but didn't see a form; there was only a voice.
13 He declared his covenant to you. He commanded you to
follow the Ten Commandments, which he wrote on two
stone tablets. 4 At that time the LorRD commanded me to
teachyoustatutes and ordinances foryou tofollow in the
land you are about to cross into and possess.

15"Diligently watch yourselves — because you did not
see any form on the day the LORD spoke to you out of the
fire at Horeb — 650 you don't act corruptly and make
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an idol for yourselves in the shape of any figure: a male
or female form, 77 or the form of any animal on the earth,
any winged creature that flies in the sky, 18 any creature
that crawls on the ground, or any fish in the waters under
the earth. ?When you look to the heavens and see the
sun, moon, and stars—all the stars in the sky—ado not
be led astray to bow in worship to them and serve them.
The LorD your God has provided them for all people ev-
erywhere under heaven. 20 But the LorD selected you and
brought you out of Egypt's iron furnace to be a people for
his inheritance, as you are today.

21"The LoRD was angry with me on your account. He
swore thatl would not cross the Jordan and enter the good
land the LorD your God is givingyou as an inheritance. 22|
won'tbe crossing the Jordan because | am going to die in
this land. But you are about to cross over and take pos-
session of this good land. 23 Be careful not to forget the
covenant of the LORD your God that he made with you,
and make an idol for yourselves in the shape of anything
he has forbidden you. 24 For the LorD your God is a con-
suming fire, a jealous God.

25"\Whenyou have childrenand grandchildren and have
beeninthelandalongtime,andifyouactcorruptly, makean
idolin the form of anything, and do whatis evil in the sight
of the LorRD your God, angering him, 26| call heaven and
earth as witnesses against you today that you will quickly
perish from the land you are about to cross the Jordan to
possess.Youwillnotlivelong there, butyou will certainly be
destroyed. 27 The LoRD will scatter you among the peoples,
and you will be reduced to a few survivors among the na-
tions where the LorD your God will drive you. 28There you
willworship man-made gods of wood and stone, which can-
notsee, hear, eat, orsmell.22 Butfrom there, you will search
forthe Lorb your God, and you will find him when you seek
him with allyour heartand allyour soul.3°When you are in
distress and all these things have happened to you, in the
future you will return to the LORD your God and obey him.
31Hewillnotleave you, destroy you, or forget the covenant
with your fathers that he swore to them by oath, because
the Lorp your God is a compassionate God.

32"|ndeed, ask about the earlier days that preceded
you, from the day God created mankind on the earth and
from one end of the heavens to the other: Has anything
like this greateventever happened, or has anythinglikeit
been heard of? 33 Has a people heard God's voice speak-
ing from the fire as you have, and lived? 34 Or has a god
attempted to go and take a nation as his own out of an-
othernation, by trials, signs, wonders, and war, by a strong
hand and anoutstretched arm, by greatterrors, as the LORD
your God did foryouin Egyptbefore your eyes? 35 You were
shown these things so thatyou would know that the LOrRD
is God; there isno other besides him.36 Heletyou hear his
voice from heaven toinstructyou. He showedyou his great
fire on earth, and you heard his words from the fire. 37 Be-
cause he loved your fathers, he chose their descendants
after them and brought you out of Egypt by his presence
and great power, 38 to drive out before you nations great-
erand stronger thanyou and to bring you in and give you
theirland as an inheritance, as is now taking place. 3°To-
day, recognize and keep in mind that the LorD is God in
heaven above and on earth below; thereis no other.40 Keep
his statutes and commands, which | am giving you today,
so that you and your children after you may prosper and
so thatyou may live long in theland the LorD your God is
giving you for all time.”
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41Then Moses set apart three cities across the Jordan
to the east. 42Someone could flee there who committed
manslaughter, killing his neighbor accidentally without
previously hating him. He could flee to one of these cities
and stay alive: 43 Bezer in the wilderness on the plateau
land, belonging to the Reubenites; Ramoth in Gilead, be-
longing to the Gadites; or Golan in Bashan, belonging to
the Manassites.

44Thisis thelaw Moses gave the Israelites. 45 These are
the decrees, statutes, and ordinances Moses proclaimed
tothem after they came out of Egypt, 46 across the Jordan
in the valley facing Beth-peor in the land of King Sihon of
the Amorites. Helived in Heshbon, and Moses and the Is-
raelites defeated him after they came out of Egypt. 47 They
took possession of hisland and theland of Og king of Ba-
shan, the two Amorite kings who were across the Jordan
to the east, 48 from Aroer on the rim of the ArnonValley as
far as Mount Sion (that is, Hermon) 42 and all the Arabah
on the east side of the Jordan as far as the Dead Sea be-
low the slopes of Pisgah.

Moses summoned all Israel and said to them, “Israel,
listen to the statutes and ordinances | am proclaiming
asyou hear them today. Learn and follow them carefully.
2The Lorp our God made a covenantwith us atHoreb.3 He
did notmake this covenantwith our fathers, but with all of
us who are alive here today. 4The LORD spoke to you face
to face from the fire on the mountain. 5 At that time | was
standing between the LorD and you to report the word of
the LORD to you, because you were afraid of the fire and
d|d not go up the mountain. And he said:
| am the Lorp your God, who brought you out of
theland of Egypt, out of the place of slavery.

7 Donothave other gods besides me.

8 Donotmake anidol for yourself in the shape of
anything in the heavens above or on the earth
below or in the waters under the earth.? Do not
bow in worship to them, and do not serve them,
because |, the LorD your God, am a jealous God,
punishing the children for the fathers' iniquity
to the third and fourth generations of those who
hate me, 19 but showing faithful love to a thou-
sand generations of those who love me and keep
my commands.

1 Donot misuse the name of the Lorp your God, be-
cause the LorD will notleave anyone unpunished
who misuses his name.

12 Be careful to remember the Sabbath day, to keep
itholy as the LorD your God has commanded you.
13You are to labor six days and do all your work,
14put the seventh day is a Sabbath to the LorD
your God. Do not do any work —you, your son
or daughter, your male or female slave, your ox or
donkey, any of your livestock, or the resident alien
who lives within your city gates, so that your male
and female slaves may rest as you do.

5 Remember thatyou were a slave in the land of
Egypt, and the LorD your God brought you out
of there with a strong hand and an outstretched
arm.That is why the LorD your God has com-
manded you to keep the Sabbath day.

16 Honoryour father and your mother, as the LORD
your God has commanded you, so that you may
livelong and so that you may prosper in the land
the Lorp your God is giving you.

7 Donotmurder.
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18 Do notcommitadultery.

9 Donotsteal.

20 Do not give dishonest testimony against your
neighbor.

21 Do not covetyour neighbor’s wife or desire your
neighbor’s house, his field, his male or female
slave, his ox or donkey, or anything that belongs
to your neighbor.

22"The LoRD spoke these commands in aloud voice to
your entire assembly from the fire, cloud, and total dark-
ness on the mountain; he added nothing more. He wrote
them on two stone tablets and gave them to me. 23 All of
you approached me with your tribal leaders and elders
when you heard the voice from the darkness and while
the mountain was blazing with fire. 24 You said, 'Look, the
Lorp our God has shown us his glory and greatness, and
we have heard his voice from the fire. Today we have seen
that God speaks with aperson, yet hestilllives. 25 Butnow,
why should we die? This great fire will consume us and we
will die if we hear the voice of the LorD our God any longer.
26 For who out of all mankind has heard the voice of the
living God speaking from the fire, as we have, and lived?
27Gonearand listen to everything the LorD our God says.
Thenyou can tell us everything the LorD our God tells you;
we willlisten and obey.’

28"The LORD heard your words when you spoke to me.
He said to me, 'l have heard the words that these people
have spoken to you. Everything they have said is right.
2 |f only they had such a heart to fear me and keep all my
commands always, so that they and their children would
prosper forever.3% Go and tell them: Return to your tents.
31Butyoustand here with me,and | will tellyou every com-
mand— the statutes and ordinances—you are to teach
them, so that they may follow them in the land | am giv-
ing them to possess.”

32"Be careful to do as the LorD your God has com-
manded you; you are not to turn aside to the right or the
left.33 Follow the whole instruction the LorD your God has
commanded you, so that you may live, prosper, and have
alonglife in theland you will possess.

“Thisis the command — the statutes and ordinances
—the LoRD your God has commanded me to teach

you, so thatyou may follow themin theland you are about
toenterand possess.2 Do this so thatyou may fear the LORD
your God all the days of yourlife by keeping all his statutes
and commands | am giving you, your son, and your grand-
son, and so that you may have along life. 3 Listen, Israel,
and be careful to follow them, so thatyou may prosper and
multiply greatly, because the LorD, the God of your fathers,
has promised you aland flowing with milk and honey.

4"Listen, Israel:The Lorp our God, the LorD isone.5 Love
the LorD your God with allyour heart, with allyour soul, and
with all your strength. 8 These words that | am giving you
today are to be in your heart.? Repeat them to your chil-
dren.Talk aboutthem whenyousitinyourhouse and when
youwalk along theroad, whenyouliedown and whenyou
getup.8Bind themasasignonyourhandandletthem be
asymbolonyourforehead.®Write them on the doorposts
of your house and on your city gates.

10"\When the Lorp your God brings you into the land
he swore to your fathers Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob that
he would give you— a land with large and beautiful cit-
iesthatyou did notbuild, ™ houses full of every good thing
that you did not fill them with, cisterns that you did not
dig, and vineyards and olive groves thatyou did not plant
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—andwhenyou eatand are satisfied, 12 be careful not to
forget the LoRD who broughtyou out of theland of Egypt,
outoftheplace of slavery. 3 Fear the Lorp your God, wor-
ship him, and take your oathsin hisname." Do not follow
other gods, the gods of the peoples around you, ' for the
Lorb your God, who is among you, is a jealous God. Oth-
erwise, the Lorb your God willbecome angry withyou and
obliterate you from the face of the earth. ¢ Do not testthe
Lorb your God as you tested him at Massah. 77 Carefully
observe the commands of the LorRD your God, the decrees
and statutes he has commanded you. '8 Do what is right
andgood in the LORD's sight, so thatyou may prosper and
sothatyou may enter and possess the goodland the LORD
your God swore to give your fathers, 1 by driving out all
your enemies before you, as the LORD has said.

20"When your son asks you in the future, 'What is the
meaning of the decrees, statutes, and ordinances that the
LorD our God has commanded you? ' 2'tell him, 'We were
slaves of Pharaohin Egypt, but the LorD brought us out of
Egypt with a strong hand. 22 Before our eyes the LORD in-
flicted greatand devastating signs and wonders on Egypt,
onPharaoh, and onall his household, 23 but he brought us
from there in order to lead us in and give us theland that
he swore to our fathers.24The Lorb commanded us to fol-
low all these statutes and to fear the LorD our God for our
prosperity always and for our preservation, as itis today.
25 Righteousness will be ours if we are careful to follow ev-
ery one of these commands before the LorRD our God, as
he has commanded us.’

“When the Lorp your God brings you into theland you

areentering to possess, and he drives outmany nations
before you—the Hethites, Girgashites, Amorites, Canaan-
ites, Perizzites, Hivites and Jebusites, seven nations more
numerous and powerful thanyou— 2and when the LorRD
your God delivers them over to you and you defeat them,
you must completely destroy them. Make no treaty with
them and show them no mercy.3Youmustnotintermarry
with them, and you mustnot give your daughters to their
sons or take their daughters for your sons, 4 because they
will turn your sons away from me to worship other gods.
Then the Lorp’s anger will burn against you, and he will
swiftly destroy you. 5 Instead, this is what you are to do
to them: tear down their altars, smash their sacred pil-
lars, cut down their Asherah poles, and burn their carved
images. ¢ For you are a holy people belonging to the LORD
your God.The LorD your God has chosen you to be hisown
possession out of all the peoples on the face of the earth.

7"The LORD had his heart set on you and chose you,
not because you were more numerous than all peoples,
for you were the fewest of all peoples. 8 But because the
Lorplovedyou andkept the oath he swore toyour fathers,
hebroughtyou outwith astrong hand and redeemedyou
from the place of slavery, from the power of Pharaoh king
of Egypt.2 Know that the LorD your God is God, the faithful
God who keeps his gracious covenant loyalty for a thou-
sand generations with those who love him and keep his
commands.'® Buthe directly pays back and destroys those
who hate him. He will not hesitate to pay back directly the
onewho hates him." So keep the command — the statutes
and ordinances — that | am giving you to follow today.

12"|f you listen to and are careful to keep these ordi-
nances, the LORD your God will keep his covenant loyalty
with you, as he swore to your fathers. 13 He will love you,
bless you, and multiply you. He will bless your offspring,
andthe produce of yourland —your grain, new wine, and
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fresh oil— the young of your herds, and the newborn of
your flocks, in the land he swore to your fathers that he
would give you. You will be blessed above all peoples;
there willbe no infertile male or female among you or your
livestock. 3 The LorD will remove all sickness fromyou; he
will not put on you all the terrible diseases of Egypt that
you know about, but he will inflict them on all who hate
you.®Youmustdestroy all the peoples the LorD your God
is delivering over to you and not look on them with pity.
Do not worship their gods, for that will be a snare to you.
17"|fyou say to yourself, These nations are greater than
I; how can | drive them out? " '8do not be afraid of them.
Be sure to remember what the LOrRD your God did to Pha-
raohand all Egypt: ' the great trials thatyou saw, the signs
and wonders, the strong hand and outstretched arm, by
which the Lorb your God brought you out. The LoRD your
Godwilldo the same to all the peoples you fear.2°The LORD
your God will also send hornets against them until all the
survivors and those hiding from you perish. 2! Don't be
terrified of them, for the Lorp your God, a greatand awe-
some God, is among you. 22The LorD your God will drive
out these nations before you little by little. You will not be
able to destroy them all at once; otherwise, the wild ani-
mals will become too numerous for you. 23 The LORD your
God will give them over to you and throw them into great
confusion until they are destroyed. 24 He will hand their
kings over to you, and you will wipe out their names un-
der heaven. No one will be able to stand againstyou; you
willannihilate them.25 Burn up the carved images of their
gods. Don't covet the silver and gold on the images and
take it for yourself, or else you will be ensnared by it, for
itis detestable to the LorD your God. 26 Do not bring any
detestable thing into your house, or you will be set apart
fordestructionlikeit.You are to abhorand detestit utterly
because itis set apart for destruction.
"Carefully follow every command | am giving you to-
day, sothatyoumaylive and increase, and may enter
and take possession of theland the LORD swore to your fa-
thers.2Remember that the LORD your God led you on the
entire journey these forty years in the wilderness, so that
he might humble you and test you to know what was in
your heart, whether or notyou would keep his commands.
3 He humbled you by letting you go hungry; then he gave
you manna to eat, which you and your fathers had not
known, so thatyou mightlearn that man does notlive on
bread alone butonevery word that comes from the mouth
ofthe Lorp. 4 Your clothing did not wear out, and your feet
did notswell these forty years.5 Keep inmind that the LorD
your God has been discipliningyou justas aman disciplines
his son. 6 So keep the commands of the LoRD your God by
walking in his ways and fearing him.” For the LORD your
Godis bringingyou into agoodIand, aland with streams,
springs, and deep water sources, flowing in both valleys
and hills; 8 aland of wheat, barley, vines, figs, and pome-
granates; aland of olive oil and honey; ® aland where you
will eat food without shortage, where you will lack noth-
ing; aland whose rocks are iron and from whose hills you
willmine copper.™®Whenyou eatand are full, you will bless
the Lorp your God for the good land he has given you.
11"Be careful that you don't forget the Lorp your God
by failing to keep his commands, ordinances, and stat-
utes that | am giving you today. 2When you eat and are
full, and build beautifulhouses tolivein, 3 and your herds
and flocks grow large, and your silver and gold multiply,
and everything else you have increases, ' be careful that
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your heartdoesn'tbecome proud and you forget the LorD
your God who brought you out of the land of Egypt, out
of the place of slavery. 5 He led you through the great
and terrible wilderness with its poisonous snakes and
scorpions, a thirsty land where there was no water. He
brought water out of the flint rock for you. 6 He fed you
inthe wilderness with manna, whichyour fathers had not
known, in order to humble and testyou, so thatin theend
he might cause you to prosper.7You may say to yourself,
‘My power and my own ability have gained this wealth for
me," 18 but remember that the LorD your God gives you the
power to gain wealth, in order to confirm his covenanthe
swore to your fathers, as it is today. ' If you ever forget
the LoRD your God and follow other gods to serve them
and bow in worship to them, | testify against you today
thatyou will perish. 20 Like the nations the LORD is about
to destroy before you, you will perish if you do not obey
the LoRrD your God.
“Listen, Israel: Today you are about to cross the Jor-
danto enterand drive out nations greater and stron-

ger than you, with large cities fortified to the heavens.
2The people are strong and tall, the descendants of the
Anakim.Youknow aboutthem andyou have heard itsaid
aboutthem, 'Who canstand up to the sons of Anak? "3 But
understand that today the LoRD your God will cross over
ahead of you as a consuming fire; he will devastate and
subdue them before you. You will drive them out and de-
stroy them swiftly, as the LORD has told you. 4When the
Lorp your God drives them out before you, do not say to
yourself, The LoRD brought me in to take possession of this
land because of my righteousness.’ Instead, the Lorp will
drive out these nations before you because of their wick-
edness.®You are notgoing to take possession of theirland
because of your righteousness or your integrity. Instead,
the LorD your God will drive out these nations before you
because of their wickedness, in order to fulfill the prom-
ise he swore to your fathers, Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob.
6 Understand thatthe Lorb your Godis notgiving you this
good land to possess because of your righteousness, for
you are a stiff-necked people.

7"Remember and do not forget how you provoked the
Lorp your God in the wilderness. You have been rebelling
againstthe Lorp from the day youlefttheland of Egyptuntil
you reached this place. 8 You provoked the LorD at Horeb,
and he was angry enough with you to destroy you.?When
| went up the mountain to receive the stone tablets, the
tablets of the covenant the LorD made with you, | stayed
on the mountain forty days and forty nights. | did not eat
food ordrink water.1 On the day of the assembly the LORD
gave me the two stone tablets, inscribed by God's finger.
The exact words were on them, which the LORD spoke to
you from the fire on the mountain.""The LorD gave me the
two stone tablets, the tablets of the covenant, at the end
of the forty days and forty nights.

12"The LorD said to me, ‘Get up and go down immedi-
ately from here. For your people whom you brought out
of Egypt have acted corruptly. They have quickly turned
from the way that| commanded them; they have made a
castimage for themselves. 13The LoRD also said to me, ‘|
have seen this people, and indeed, they are a stiff-necked
people.™ Leave me alone, and | will destroy them and blot
out their name under heaven.Then | will make you into a
nation stronger and more numerous than they.’

15"So | wentback down the mountain, while it was blaz-
ing with fire, and the two tablets of the covenant were in
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my hands. 16 | saw how you had sinned against the LORD
your God; you had made a calf image for yourselves. You
had quickly turned from the way the LorD had commanded
foryou." Soltook hold of the two tablets and threw them
from my hands, shattering them before your eyes. 18| fell
downlike the firsttime in the presence of the Lorb for for-
ty days and forty nights; | did not eat food or drink water
because of all the sinyou committed, doing what was evil
inthe LORD's sightand angering him. | was afraid of the
fierce anger the LORD had directed againstyou, because he
was about to destroy you. But again the Lorb listened to
me on that occasion. 20The LORD was angry enough with
Aaron to destroy him. But | prayed for Aaron at that time
also. 21| took the sinful calf you had made and burned it.
| crushed it, thoroughly grinding it to powder as fine as
dust, and threw its dust into the stream that came down
from the mountain.
22"You continued to provoke the LorD atTaberah, Mas-
sah, and Kibroth-hattaavah. 22When the LoRD sent you
from Kadesh-barnea, hesaid,'Go up and possess theland
| have given you'; you rebelled against the command of
the LorD your God.You did notbelieve or obey him.24You
have been rebelling against the LoRD ever since | have
known you.
25"| felldown in the presence of the LorDp forty days and
forty nights because the LORD had threatened to destroy
you. 28| prayed to the LORD:
Lord Gop, do not annihilate your people, your
inheritance, whom you redeemed through your
greatness and brought out of Egypt with a strong
hand. 2’ Remember your servants Abraham, Isaac,
and Jacob. Disregard this people’s stubbornness,
and their wickedness and sin. 28 Otherwise, those
in theland you brought us from will say, ‘Because
the LorD wasn't able to bring them into the land he
had promised them, and because he hated them,
he brought them out to kill them in the wilderness.’
29 But they are your people, your inheritance,
whom you brought out by your great power and
outstretched arm.
1 0 “The LoRrp said to me at that time, ‘Cut two stone
tablets like the first ones and come to me on the
mountain and make a wooden ark. 2| will write on the
tablets the words that were on the first tablets you broke,
andyou are to place theminthe ark.'3So | made an ark of
acaciawood, cut two stone tablets like the first ones, and
climbed the mountain with the two tablets in my hand.
4Then on the day of the assembly, the LORD wrote on the
tablets what had been written previously, the Ten Com-
mandments that he had spoken to you on the mountain
from the fire.The LORD gave them to me, 5 and | went back
down the mountain and placed the tabletsinthe ark | had
made. And they have remained there, as the LorD com-
manded me.”
6The Israelites traveled from Beeroth Bene-jaakan to
Moserah. Aaron died and was buried there, and Eleazar
his son became priest in his place.?They traveled from
there to Gudgodah, and from Gudgodah to Jotbathah, a
land with flowing streams.
8"Atthattime the LorD setapart the tribe of Levi to car-
rythe ark of the LORD’s covenant, to stand before the LOrRD
toserve him, andto pronounce blessingsin hisname, as it
is today. ® For this reason, Levi does not have a portion or
inheritance like his brothers; the LoRD is his inheritance,
as the LORD your God told him.
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10”| stayed on the mountain forty days and forty nights
like the firsttime.The LorD alsolistened to me on this occa-
sion; he agreed notto annihilate you."Then the LorD said
to me, 'Get up. Continue your journey ahead of the peo-
ple, so that they may enter and possess the land | swore
to give their fathers.’
12"And now, Israel, what does the LorD your God ask
of you except to fear the Lorp your God by walking in all
his ways, to love him, and to worship the LorD your God
with all your heart and all your soul? 13 Keep the LORD'S
commands and statutes | am giving you today, for your
own good. " The heavens, indeed the highest heavens,
belong to the LoRD your God, as does the earth and ev-
erything in it. 5 Yet the LORD had his heart set on your
fathers and loved them. He chose their descendants af-
ter them — he chose you out of all the peoples, as it is
today. 6 Therefore, circumcise your hearts and don't be
stiff-necked any longer. 17 For the LoRD your God is the
God of gods and Lord of lords, the great, mighty, and
awe-inspiring God, showing no partiality and taking no
bribe. 18 He executes justice for the fatherless and the
widow, and loves the resident alien, giving him food
and clothing.™You are also tolove the residentalien, since
youwereresidentaliensintheland of Egypt.2°Youareto
fearthe LorD your God and worship him. Remain faithful
to him and take oaths in hisname.21Heis your praise and
heisyour God, who hasdone foryou these greatand awe-
inspiring works your eyes have seen.22Your fathers went
down to Egypt, seventy people in all, and now the LORD
your God has made you numerous, like the stars of the sky.
1 1 "Therefore, love the LorRD your God and always keep
his mandate and his statutes, ordinances, and com-
mands.2 Understand today thatitis notyour children who
experienced or saw the discipline of the LORD your God:
His greatness, strong hand, and outstretched arm;
3his signs and the works he did in Egypt to Pharaoh
king of Egypt and all his land; 4 what he did to Egypt's
army, its horses and chariots, when he made the
water of the Red Sea flow over them as they pursued
you, and he destroyed them completely; 3 what he
did to you in the wilderness until you reached this
place; ¢ and what he did to Dathan and Abiram, the
sons of Eliab the Reubenite, when in the middle of
the whole Israelite camp the earth opened its mouth
and swallowed them, their households, their tents,
and every living thing with them.
7Your own eyes have seen every great work the LORD has
done.
8"Keep every command | am giving you today, so that
you may have the strength to cross into and possess the
land you are to inherit, ® and so that you may live long in
theland the Lorp swore to your fathers to give them and
their descendants, aland flowing withmilk and honey. ' For
thelandyou are entering to possess is not like the land of
Egypt, fromwhichyou have come, where you sowed your
seedand irrigated by hand asin avegetable garden." But
thelandyou are entering to possess is aland of mountains
and valleys, watered by rain from the sky. 2 Itis aland the
Lorp your God cares for. He is always watching overit from
the beginning to the end of the year.
13"|fyou carefully obey my commands | am giving you
today, tolove the LorD your God and worship him with all
your heart and all your soul, "I will provide rain for your
land in the proper time, the autumn and spring rains, and
you will harvest your grain, new wine, and fresh oil. 15|
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will provide grass in your fields for your livestock. You will
eatand be satisfied. 6 Be careful thatyou are not enticed
to turn aside, serve, and bow in worship to other gods.
17Then the LORD's anger will burn againstyou. He will shut
the sky, and there will be no rain; theland will notyield its
produce, and you will perish quickly from the good land
the LoRD is giving you.

18”Imprint these words of mine on your hearts and
minds, bind them as a sign on your hands, and let them
be asymbol onyour foreheads. Teach them to your chil-
dren, talking about them when you sitin your house and
when you walk along the road, when you lie down and
when you get up. 20Write them on the doorposts of your
house andonyour city gates, 2'so thataslong as the heav-
ens are above the earth, your days and those of your chil-
drenmay be many in theland the Lorp swore to give your
fathers. 22 For if you carefully observe every one of these
commands | am giving you to follow —to love the LorRD
your God, walk in all his ways, and remain faithful to him —
23 the Lorp will drive out all these nations before you, and
you will drive out nations greater and stronger than you
are.24Every place the sole of your foot treads will be yours.
Your territory will extend from the wilderness to Lebanon
and from the Euphrates River to the Mediterranean Sea.
25 No one will be able to stand against you; the LorD your
Godwillputfearand dread of youinall theland where you
set foot, as he has promised you.

26" ook, today | set before you a blessing and a curse:
27there will be a blessing, if you obey the commands of
the Lorp your God | am giving you today, 28 and a curse, if
you do notobey the commands of the LorD your God and
you turn aside from the path | command you today by fol-
lowing other gods you have notknown.2°When the LOrRD
your God brings you into theland you are entering to pos-
sess, you are to proclaim the blessing at Mount Gerizim
and the curse at Mount Ebal. 30 Aren’t these mountains
across the Jordan, beyond the westernroad in theland of
the Canaanites, who live in the Arabah, opposite Gilgal,
near the oaks of Moreh? 31For you are about to cross the
Jordan to enter and take possession of the land the LoRD
your God is giving you.When you possess it and settle in
it, 32be careful to follow all the statutes and ordinances |
setbefore you today.

1 "Be careful to follow these statutes and ordinances

in the land that the LoRrb, the God of your fathers,
has givenyoutopossess all the days youlive on the earth.
2Destroy completely all the places where the nations that
youaredriving outworship their gods—on the highmoun-
tains, on the hills, and under every green tree. 3 Tear down
their altars, smash their sacred pillars, burn their Asherah
poles, cutdown the carvedimages of theirgods, and wipe
outtheirnames from every place.4 Don‘tworship the LorD
your God this way. 5 Instead, turn to the place the LorD
your God chooses from all your tribes to put his name for
his dwelling and go there. ¢You are to bring there your
burnt offerings and sacrifices, your tenths and personal
contributions, your vow offerings and freewill offerings,
and the firstborn of your herds and flocks. 7 You will eat
there in the presence of the LorD your God and rejoice
with your household in everything you do, because the
Lorb your God has blessed you.

8"You are not to do as we are doing here today; every-
one is doing whatever seems right in his own sight.®In-
deed, you have not yet come into the resting place and
the inheritance the LorD your God is giving you. 1°When
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you cross the Jordan and live in the land the LoRrD your
Godis giving you to inherit, and he gives you rest from all
the enemies around you and you live in security, "then
the LorD your God will choose the place to have his name
dwell. Bring there everything | command you: your burnt
offerings, sacrifices, offerings of the tenth, personal con-
tributions, and all your choice offerings you vow to the
Lorp. 2You will rejoice before the Lorb your God —you,
your sons and daughters, your male and female slaves,
and the Levite who is within your city gates, since he has
no portion or inheritance among you. 3 Be careful not to
offeryour burnt offerings in all the sacred places you see.
14You must offeryour burnt offerings only in the place the
LoRrD chooses in one of your tribes, and there you must do
everything | command you.

15"Butwheneveryou want, you may slaughter and eat
meatwithin any of your city gates, according to the bless-
ingthe LorD your God has givenyou.Those who are clean
orunclean may eatit, as they would a gazelle or deer, ¢ put
youmustnoteatthe blood; pouriton the groundlike wa-
ter. VWithin your city gates you may not eat the tenth of
yourgrain, new wine, or fresh oil; the firstborn of your herd
or flock; any of your vow offerings that you pledge; your
freewill offerings; or your personal contributions. '8 You
are to eat them in the presence of the LoRD your God at
the place the LorD your God chooses—you, your sonand
daughter, your male and female slave, and the Levite who
iswithinyour city gates. Rejoice before the LorD your God
in everything you do, ' and be careful not to neglect the
Levite, aslong as you live in your land.

20"\When the LorD your God enlarges your territory as
he has promised you, andyousay, 'l wantto eatmeat’ be-
cause you have a strong desire to eat meat, you may eat
itwheneveryou want. 21|f the place where the LoRD your
God chooses to put his name is too far from you, you may
slaughter any of your herd or flock he has given you, as |
have commandedyou, and youmay eatitwithinyour city
gateswheneveryouwant.22 Indeed, you may eatitasthe
gazelleand deer are eaten; both the clean and the unclean
may eatit.23 Butdon'teatthe blood, since the blood is the
life, and you must not eat the life with the meat. 24 Do not
eat blood; pour it on the ground like water. 25 Do not eat
it, so thatyou and your children after you will prosper, be-
cause you will be doing whatis right in the LORD's sight.

26"Butyou are to take the holy offerings you have and
your vow offerings and go to the place the LORD chooses.
27Present the meat and blood of your burnt offerings on
the altar of the LorD your God.The blood of your other sac-
rificesis to be poured outbeside the altar of the LORD your
God, but you may eat the meat. 28 Be careful to obey all
these things | commandyou, so thatyou andyour children
after you may prosper forever, because you will be doing
whatis good and right in the sight of the Lorp your God.

29"\When the LoRD your God annihilates the nations
before you, which you are entering to take possession of,
andyou drive them outandlivein theirland, 3° be careful
nottobe ensnared by their ways after they have been de-
stroyed before you. Do not inquire about their gods, ask-
ing,"How did these nations worship theirgods? I'll also do
the same.’ 31You must not do the same to the LoRD your
God, because they practice every detestable act, which
the LoRD hates, for their gods. They even burn their sons
and daughters in the fire to their gods. 32 Be careful to do
everything | command you; do not add anything to it or
take anything away fromiit.
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1 3 “If a prophet or someone who has dreams aris-
es among you and proclaims a sign or wonder to
you,2and thatsign orwonder he has promised you comes
about, but he says, ‘Let us follow other gods,” which you
have notknown, ‘andletus worship them,’ 3 do notlisten
to that prophet’s words or to that dreamer. For the LORD
your Godis testing you to know whetheryoulove the LorRD
your God with all your heart and all your soul. 4You must
follow the LorD your God and fear him.You must keep his
commands and listen to him; you must worship him and
remain faithful to him.5That prophet or dreamer must be
put to death, because he has urged rebellion against the
Lorp your God who brought you out of the land of Egypt
and redeemed you from the place of slavery, to turn you
from the way the LorD your God has commanded you to
walk. You must purge the evil from you.
6"|fyourbrother, the son of your mother, oryour son or
daughter, or the wife you embrace, or your closest friend
secretly entices you, saying, ‘Let us go and worship other
gods’— which neither you nor your fathers have known,
7any of the gods of the peoples around you, nearyou or far
from you, from one end of the earth to the other— &do
notyield to him orlisten to him. Show him no pity, and do
not spare him or shield him. ® Instead, you must kill him.
Yourhand is tobe the firstagainst him to puthimto death,
andthenthe hands of all the people. 10 Stone him to death
for trying to turn you away from the LorD your God who
brought you out of the land of Egypt, out of the place of
slavery." AllIsrael will hear and be afraid, and they willno
longer do anything evil like this among you.
12"|fyou hear it said about one of your cities the LOrRD
your God is giving you tolive in, 3 that wicked men have
sprung up among you, led the inhabitants of their city
astray, andsaid, Let us go and worship other gods, which
you have not known, " you are to inquire, investigate,
and interrogate thoroughly. If the report turns out to be
true that this detestable act has been done among you,
5you must strike down the inhabitants of that city with
the sword.Completely destroy everyoneinitas well asits
livestock with the sword. 6 You are to gather all its spoil
in the middle of the city square and completely burn the
city and all its spoil for the LorRD your God. The city is to
remain a mound of ruins forever; it is not to be rebuilt.
7Nothing set apart for destruction is to remain in your
hand, so that the Lorp will turn from his burning anger
and grant you mercy, show you compassion, and mul-
tiply you as he swore to your fathers. 8 This will occur if
you obey the LoRrD your God, keeping all his commands
| am giving you today, doing what is right in the sight of
the LoRrD your God.
1 "You are sons of the LorD your God; do not cutyour-
selves or make a bald spot on your head on behalf
of the dead, 2for you are a holy people belonging to the
LorD your God. The LORD has chosen you to be his own
possession out of all the peoples on the face of the earth.
3"You must not eat any detestable thing. 4These are
the animals you may eat:
oxen, sheep, goats,
5 deer, gazelles, roe deer,
wild goats, ibexes, antelopes,
and mountain sheep.
6You may eat any animal that has hooves divided in two
and chews the cud.” Butamong the ones that chew the cud
or have divided hooves, you are not to eat these:
camels, hares, and hyraxes,
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though they chew the cud, they do not
have hooves —
they are unclean foryou;
8 andpigs, though they have hooves, they do not
chew the cud—
they are unclean foryou.
Do not eat their meat or touch their carcasses.
9"You may eateverything from the water that has fins
and scales, ' but you may not eat anything that does not
have fins and scales — it is unclean for you.
11"You may eat every clean bird, 2 but these are the
onesyou may noteat:
eagles, bearded vultures,
black vultures, 3 the kites,
any kind of falcon,
14 everykind ofraven, 5 ostriches,
short-eared owls, gulls,
any kind of hawk,
16 Jittle owls, long-eared owls,
barn owls, 7 eagle owls,
ospreys, cormorants, 18 storks,
any kind of heron,
hoopoes, and bats.
9 All winged insects are unclean for you; they may not
be eaten. 20 Butyou may eat every clean flying creature.
21"You are not to eat any carcass; you may give itto a
residentalien within your city gates, and he may eatit, or
youmay sellitto aforeigner. Foryou are a holy people be-
longing to the LorD your God. Do not boil ayoung goatin
its mother's milk.
22"Eachyearyou are to set aside a tenth of all the pro-
duce grown inyour fields. 23 You are to eat a tenth of your
grain,newwine, andfresh oil, and the firstborn ofyour herd
andflock, inthe presence of the LorD your God at the place
where he chooses to have his name dwell, so that you will
alwayslearn to fear the Lorb your God. 24 Butif the distance
is too great for you to carry it, since the place where the
LorD your God chooses to puthis nameis too faraway from
you and since the LoRD your God has blessed you, 25 then
exchange it for silver, take the silver in your hand, and go
to the place the LorD your God chooses. 26 You may spend
thesilveronanythingyou want: cattle, sheep, goats, wine,
beer, or anything you desire. You are to feast there in the
presence of the LorD your God and rejoice with your fami-
ly.27 Donotneglect the Levite within your city gates, since
he has no portion or inheritance among you.
28"At the end of every three years, bring a tenth of all
your produce for that year and store it within your city
gates. 22Then the Levite, who has no portion or inheri-
tance among you, the resident alien, the fatherless, and
the widow within your city gates may come, eat, and be
satisfied. And the LorD your God will bless you in all the
work of your hands that you do.
1 5 “At the end of every seven years you must cancel
debts. 2This is how to cancel debt: Every creditor is
to cancel what he has lent his neighbor. He is not to col-
lect anything from his neighbor or brother, because the
LoRrD’s release of debts has been proclaimed. 3You may
collect something from a foreigner, but you must forgive
whatever your brother owes you.
4"There will be no poor among you, however, because
the LORD is certain to bless you in the land the LORD your
God is giving you to possess as an inheritance— 5 if only
you obey the LorD your God and are careful to follow every
oneofthese commands | am givingyou today.¢When the
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Lorp your God blesses you as he has promised you, you will
lend to many nations but not borrow; you will rule many
nations, but they will not rule you.
7"Ifthereis apoor person amongyou, one of your broth-
ers within any of your city gates in theland the LorD your
God is giving you, do not be hardhearted or tightfisted
toward your poor brother. 8 Instead, you are to open your
handto him and freelyloan him enough for whatever need
he has.? Be careful that there isn’t this wicked thought in
your heart, The seventh year, the year of canceling debts,
is near,’ and you are stingy toward your poor brother and
give him nothing. He will cry out to the LoRrD against you,
andyou willbe guilty.1© Give to him,and don't have a stin-
gy heartwhenyougive, and because of this the LORD your
God willbless youinallyourwork andin everything you do.
" For there will never cease to be poor people in theland;
that is why | am commanding you, ‘Open your hand will-
ingly to your poor and needy brother in yourland.’
12"|f your fellow Hebrew, a man or woman, is sold to
you and serves you six years, you must set him free in the
seventh year. 3When you set him free, do not send him
away empty-handed. ' Give generously to him from your
flock, your threshing floor, and your winepress.You are to
give him whatever the Lorb your God has blessed you with.
15 Remember thatyou were aslavein theland of Egyptand
the LorD your God redeemed you; thatis why | am giving
you this command today. 16 But if your slave says to you,
‘don'twant toleave you," because heloves you and your
family, and is well off with you, "7 take an awl and pierce
through his ear into the door, and he will become your
slave for life. Also treat your female slave the same way.
18Do not regard it as a hardship when you set him free,
because he worked for you six years—worth twice the
wages of ahired worker.Then the LoRD your God will bless
you in everything you do.
19"Consecrate to the LorD your God every firstborn
male produced by your herd and flock. You are not to put
the firstborn of your oxen to work or shear the firstborn
of your flock. 20 Each year you and your family are to eat
itbefore the LorD your God in the place the LORD chooses.
21Butif there is a defectin the animal, if itis lame or blind
or has any serious defect, you may not sacrifice it to the
Lorp your God.22 Eatitwithinyour city gates; both the un-
clean person and the clean may eat it, as though it were
agazelle or deer. 23 Butyou must not eat its blood; pour it
on the ground like water.
1 "Setaside the month of Abib and observe the Pass-
over to the Lorp your God, because the LorD your
God brought you out of Egypt by night in the month of
Abib. 2 Sacrifice to the LoRD your God a Passover animal
from the herd or flock in the place where the LORD chooses
tohavehisname dwell.3 Do noteatleavened bread withit.
Forseven daysyou are to eatunleavened bread withit, the
bread of hardship—becauseyoulefttheland of Egyptina
hurry—so thatyou may remember for the restof yourlife
thedayyoulefttheland of Egypt.4 Noyeastis to be found
anywhereinyourterritory for seven days, and none of the
meat you sacrifice in the evening of the first day is to re-
main untilmorning.5You are not to sacrifice the Passover
animalin any of the towns the LorD your God is giving you.
6 Sacrifice the Passover animal only at the place where the
Lorb your God chooses to have his name dwell. Do this in
the evening as the sun sets atthe same time of day you de-
parted from Egypt.?You are to cook and eatitin the place
the Lorp your God chooses, and you are to return to your
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tentsin the morning. 8 Eat unleavened bread for six days.
Ontheseventhday thereis tobe asolemn assembly to the
LorD your God; do not do any work.
9"You are to count seven weeks, counting the weeks
from the time the sickle is first put to the standing grain.
10You are to celebrate the Festival of Weeks to the LORD
your God with a freewill offering that you give in propor-
tion to how the Lorp your God has blessed you. " Rejoice
before the LorRD your God in the place where he chooses to
have his name dwell—you, your son and daughter, your
male and female slave, the Levite within your city gates,
aswellas theresidentalien, the fatherless, and the widow
among you. 12 Remember that you were slaves in Egypt;
carefully follow these statutes.
13"You are to celebrate the Festival of Shelters for sev-
endays whenyou have gathered in everything from your
threshing floor and winepress. ' Rejoice during your fes-
tival—you, yourson and daughter, your male and female
slave, aswellas the Levite, theresidentalien, the fatherless,
and the widow within your city gates. > You are to hold a
seven-day festival for the LorRD your God in the place he
chooses, because the LORD your God will bless you in all
your produce and in all the work of your hands, and you
will have abundant joy.
16"All your males are to appear three times a year be-
forethe LOorD your God inthe place he chooses: at the Fes-
tival of Unleavened Bread, the Festival of Weeks, and the
Festival of Shelters. No one is to appear before the LORD
empty-handed. 77 Everyone must appear with a gift suit-
ed to his means, according to the blessing the LORD your
God has given you.
18"Appointjudges and officials for your tribes in allyour
towns the LoRD your God is giving you. They are to judge
the people with righteous judgment.’ Do not deny justice
or show partiality to anyone. Do not accept a bribe, for it
blinds the eyes of the wise and twists the words of therigh-
teous. 20 Pursue justice and justice alone, so that you will
live and possess the land the LoRD your God is giving you.
21"Do not set up an Asherah of any kind of wood next
to the altar you will build for the Lorb your God, 22and do
notsetup a sacred pillar; the LorD your God hates them.
1 7 "Do notsacrifice to the LorD your God an ox or sheep
with a defect orany serious flaw, for that s detest-
able to the Lorp your God.
2"|faman or woman among you in one of your towns
that the LORD your God will give you is discovered doing
evilinthe sight of the Lorp your God and violating his cov-
enant3and has gone to serve other gods by bowing in wor-
ship to the sun, moon, or all the stars in the sky —which
I have forbidden— 4and if you are told or hear about it,
theninvestigateitthoroughly.Ifthereportturnsouttobe
true that this detestable act has been doneinIsrael, 5 you
aretobringouttoyour city gates thatman orwoman who
has done this evil thing and stone them to death.6The one
condemned to die is to be executed on the testimony of
two or three witnesses. No one is to be executed on the
testimony of a single witness.?The witnesses’ hands are
to be the firstin putting him to death, and after that, the
hands of all the people. You must purge the evil from you.
8"|fa case s too difficult for you — concerning blood-
shed, lawsuits, or assaults— cases disputed at your city
gates, then go up to the place the LorD your God chooses.
9You are to go to the Levitical priests and to the judge who
presides at thattime. Ask, and they will give you a verdict
in the case. You must abide by the verdict they give you
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at the place the LoRD chooses. Be careful to do exactly as
theyinstructyou.Youmustabide by the instruction they
giveyouandtheverdicttheyannouncetoyou.Donotturn
totherightortheleftfromthe decision they declare toyou.
12The person who acts arrogantly, refusing tolisten either
to the priest who stands there serving the LorD your God
or to the judge, must die. You must purge the evil from Is-
rael.3Then all the people will hear about t, be afraid, and
nolonger behave arrogantly.
14"\When you enter the land the LorRD your God is giv-
ing you, take possession of it, live init, and say, 'l will seta
king over me like all the nations around me,’ %3 you are to
appointoveryoutheking the Lorp your God chooses. Ap-
pointaking fromyourbrothers.Youare nottosetaforeign-
eroveryou, or one who is not of your people. 6 However,
he must not acquire many horses for himself or send the
people back to Egypt to acquire many horses, for the LORD
hastoldyou, Youare nevertogo back thatway again. 7 He
must notacquire many wives for himself so that his heart
won'tgo astray. He must not acquire very large amounts
of silver and gold for himself. 8When he is seated on his
royal throne, he is to write a copy of this instruction for
himself on a scroll in the presence of the Levitical priests.
9]tis to remain with him, and he is to read from it all the
days of his life, so that he may learn to fear the LORD his
God, to observe allthe words of this instruction, and to do
these statutes.2°Then his heart will not be exalted above
his countrymen, he willnot turn from this command to the
rightortheleft, and he and his sons will continue reigning
many years in Israel.
1 8 "The Levitical priests, the whole tribe of Levi, will
haveno portion orinheritance with Israel. They will
eatthe LorD's fire offerings; thatis their inheritance. 2 Al-
though Levi has no inheritance among his brothers, the
LoRrbD is his inheritance, as he promised him. 3This is the
priests’ share from the people who offer asacrifice, wheth-
eritisanox, asheep, oragoat; the priests are to be given
the shoulder, jaws, and stomach.4You are to give him the
firstfruits of your grain, new wine, and fresh oil, and the
first sheared wool of your flock. 5 For the LorD your God
has chosen him and his sons from all your tribes to stand
and minister in his name from now on. When a Levite
leaves one of your towns in Israel where he was staying
and wants to go to the place the LorD chooses, 7 he may
serve in the name of the LORD his God like all his fellow Le-
vites who minister therein the presence of the LORD. 8 They
willeatequal portions besides what he has received from
the sale of the family estate.
9"Whenyou enter theland the Lorp your God is giving
you, do notimitate the detestable customs of those nations.
10 No one among you is to sacrifice his son or daughterin
thefire, practice divination, tell fortunes, interpretomens,
practicesorcery, " castspells, consultamedium or a spirit-
ist, orinquire of the dead.2 Everyone who does these acts
is detestable to the LorD, and the LorD your God is driving
out the nations before you because of these detestable
acts. 3You must be blameless before the LORD your God.
4Though these nations you are about to drive outlisten
to fortune-tellers and diviners, the Lorb your God has not
permitted you to do this.
15"The LoRD your God will raise up for you a prophet
like me from among your own brothers.You mustlisten to
him.®Thisis whatyou requested from the LorD your God
atHoreb on the day of the assembly whenyou said, Letus
not continue to hear the voice of the LorD our God or see
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this great fire any longer, so that we will not die! " 7Then
the Lorp said to me, ‘They have spoken well. 18| will raise
up forthem aprophetlike you from among their brothers. |
will putmy wordsin his mouth, and he will tell them every-
thing | command him. 1| will hold accountable whoever
does not listen to my words that he speaks in my name.
20 But the prophet who presumes to speak a message in
myname that|have notcommanded him to speak, orwho
speaksinthe name of other gods —thatprophetmustdie.’
21You may say to yourself,"How can we recognize a mes-
sage the LORD has notspoken?’22\When a prophetspeaks
in the LORD’s name, and the message does not come true
oris not fulfilled, that is a message the LORD has not spo-
ken. The prophet has spoken it presumptuously. Do not
be afraid of him.
1 9 “When the Lorp your God annihilates the nations
whoseland heisgivingyou, so thatyou drive them
outandliveintheir citiesand houses, 2you are to setapart
three cities for yourselves within the land the LorD your
God is giving you to possess. 3You are to determine the
distances and divide theland the Lorp your God is grant-
ing you as an inheritance into three regions, so that any-
one who commits manslaughter can flee to these cities.
4"Here is the law concerning a case of someone who
Kills a person and flees there to save his life, having Killed
his neighbor accidentally without previously hating him:
51f, for example, he goes into the forest with his neighbor
to cut timber, and his hand swings the ax to chop down
atree, but the blade flies off the handle and strikes his
neighbor so that he dies, that person may flee to one of
these cities and live. 6 Otherwise, the avenger of blood in
the heat of his anger might pursue the one who commit-
ted manslaughter, overtake him because the distance is
great, and strike him dead. Yet he did not deserve to die,
since he did notpreviously hate his neighbor.?Thisis why |
am commandingyou to setapartthree cities foryourselves.
8|fthe Lorp your God enlarges your territory as he swore
to your fathers, and gives you all the land he promised to
give them — 9 provided you keep every one of these com-
mands | am giving you today and follow them, loving the
Lorb your God and walking in his ways at all times —you
are to add three more cities to these three. 10 In this way,
innocent blood will not be shed, and you will not become
guilty of bloodshed in theland the Lorb your God is giving
youasaninheritance." Butif someone hates his neighbor,
liesinambush for him, attacks him, and strikes him fatally,
and flees to one of these cities, 12 the elders of his city are
to send for him, take him from there, and hand him over
to the avenger of blood and he will die. 3 Do not look on
him with pity but purge from Israel the guilt of shedding
innocent blood, and you will prosper.
14"Do not move your neighbor's boundary marker, es-
tablished at the start in the inheritance you will receive
intheland the LorD your God is giving you to possess.
15"0ne witness cannot establish any iniquity or sin
against a person, whatever that person has done. A fact
mustbe established by the testimony of two or three wit-
nesses.
16"|f amalicious witness testifies againstsomeone ac-
cusing him of a crime, 7 the two people in the dispute are
tostandinthe presence of the LoRD before the priests and
judges in authority at that time. 8The judges are to make
a careful investigation, and if the witness turns out to be
aliarwho has falsely accused his brother, " you mustdo to
him as heintended to do to his brother.You must purge the
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evilfromyou.20Then everyone else will hear and be afraid,
and they will never again do anything evil like thisamong
you.2'Do not show pity: life for life, eye for eye, tooth for
tooth, hand for hand, and foot for foot.
2 “When you go out to war against your enemies
and see horses, chariots, and an army larger than
yours, do notbe afraid of them, for the LorD your God, who
brought you out of the land of Egypt, is with you.2When
you are abouttoengage in battle, the priestis to come for-
ward and address the army. 3 He is to say to them:Listen,
Israel: Today you are about to engage in battle with your
enemies. Do not be cowardly. Do not be afraid, alarmed,
orterrified because of them. 4 For the LorD your God is the
one who goes with you to fight for you against your ene-
mies to give you victory.’
5"The officers are to address the army, ‘Has any man
builtanew house and notdedicated it? Lethimleave and
return home. Otherwise, he may die in battle and another
man dedicateit.® Has any man planted avineyard and not
begun to enjoy its fruit? Let him leave and return home.
Otherwise he may die in battle and another man enjoy its
fruit.7 Has any man become engaged to awoman and not
married her? Let him leave and return home. Otherwise
he may die in battle and another man marry her.' 8The of-
ficers will continue to address the army and say, ‘Is there
any man who is afraid or cowardly? Let him leave and re-
turnhome, so thathis brothers won'tlose heartas hedid.’
9When the officers have finished addressing the army, they
will appoint military commanders to lead it.
10”When you approach a city to fight against it, make
an offer of peace. MIf it accepts your offer of peace and
opens its gates to you, all the people found in it will be-
come forced laborers for you and serve you. 2 However,
ifitdoes not make peace with you butwages war against
you,lay siegetoit.’3When the LorD your God hands it over
toyou, strike down all its males with the sword. 4 Butyou
may take the women, dependents, animals, and whatev-
er else is in the city—all its spoil— as plunder. You may
enjoy the spoil of your enemies that the LoRD your God
has given you. 3 This is how you are to treat all the cities
that are far away from you and are not among the cities
of these nations. 6 However, you must not let any living
thing survive among the cities of these people the LorRD
your Godis givingyou as an inheritance. " You must com-
pletely destroy them —the Hethite, Amorite, Canaanite,
Perizzite, Hivite, and Jebusite — as the LORD your God has
commanded you, 8 so that they won't teach you to do
all the detestable acts they do for their gods, and you sin
against the Lorp your God.
19"\When you lay siege to a city for along time, fight-
ingagainstitin orderto captureit,donotdestroyits trees
by putting an ax to them, because you can get food from
them.Donotcutthem down. Are trees of the field human,
to come under siege by you? 20 But you may destroy the
trees that you know do not produce food. You may cut
them down to build siege works against the city that is
waging war against you, until it falls.
2 1 “Ifamurdervictimis foundlyinginafieldintheland
the Lorb your God is giving you to possess, and itis
notknown who killed him, 2your elders and judges are to
comeoutand measure the distance from thevictimto the
nearby cities. 3The elders of the city nearest to the victim
aretogetayoung cow thathas notbeenyoked or used for
work.4The elders of that city will bring the cow down to a
continually flowing stream, to a place not tilled or sown,
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and they will break its neck there by the stream.5Then the
priests, the sons of Levi, will come forward, for the LorRD
your God has chosen them to serve him and pronounce
blessings in his name, and they are to give a ruling in ev-
ery dispute and case of assault. & All the elders of the city
nearest to the victim will wash their hands by the stream
over the young cow whose neck has been broken.?They
will declare, ‘Our hands did not shed this blood; our eyes
did not see it. 8 LORD, wipe away the guilt of your people
Israelwhomyou redeemed, and do not hold the shedding
ofinnocentblood against them. Then the responsibility for
bloodshed will be wiped away from them.® You must purge
from yourselves the guilt of shedding innocent blood, for
you will be doing what s right in the LORD's sight.

10”When you go to war against your enemies and the
Lorb your God hands them over to you and you take some
ofthem prisoner,and"ifyou see a beautifulwoman among
the captives, desire her,and want to take heras your wife,
2you are to bring her into your house. She is to shave her
head, trim her nails, 3 remove the clothes she was wear-
ing when she was taken prisoner, live in your house, and
mourn for her father and mother a full month. After that,
you may have sexual relations with her and be her hus-
band, and she will be your wife. ¥ Then if you are not sat-
isfied with her, you are to let her go where she wants, but
youmustnotsellherortreatheras merchandise, because
you have humiliated her.

15"|faman has two wives, oneloved and the other un-
loved, and both the loved and the unloved bear him sons,
and if the unloved wife has the firstborn son, 1® when that
man gives what he has to his sons as an inheritance, he
is not to show favoritism to the son of the loved wife as
his firstborn over the firstborn of the unloved wife. 7 He
must acknowledge the firstborn, the son of the unloved
wife, by giving him two shares of his estate, for he is the
firstfruits of his virility; he has the rights of the firstborn.

18”]f a man has a stubborn and rebellious son who
does not obey his father or mother and doesn't listen
to them even after they discipline him, ' his father and
mother are to take hold of him and bring him to the el-
ders of his city, to the gate of his hometown. 20 They will
say to the elders of his city, ‘This son of ours is stubborn
and rebellious; he doesn’t obey us. He's a glutton and a
drunkard. 21 Then all the men of his city will stone him to
death. You must purge the evil from you, and all Israel
will hear and be afraid.

22"|f anyoneis found guilty of an offense deserving the
death penalty and is executed, and you hang his body on
atree, 2 you are not to leave his corpse on the tree over-
night but are to bury him that day, for anyone hung on a
treeis under God's curse.You must not defile the land the
Lorb your God is giving you as an inheritance.
2 2 "Ifyou seeyourbrother Israelite’s ox or sheep stray-

ing, donotignoreit;make sureyoureturnittoyour

brother.2Ifyour brother does notlive nearyou oryoudon’t
know him, you are to bring the animal toyourhome tore-
mainwithyou untilyour brother comeslooking forit; then
you can return it to him. 3 Do the same for his donkey, his
garment, or anything your brother haslost and you have
found. You must not ignore it. 4If you see your brother’s
donkey or ox fallen down on the road, do not ignore it;
help himliftit up.

5"A woman is not to wear male clothing, and a man is
notto putonawoman’s garment, for everyone who does
these things is detestable to the Lorp your God.
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6"|fyou come across a bird's nest with chicks or eggs,
eitherin a tree or on the ground along the road, and the
mother is sitting on the chicks or eggs, do not take the
mother along with the young.”You may take the young
for yourself, but be sure to let the mother go free, so that
you may prosper and live long. 8 If you build a new house,
make a railing around your roof, so that you don't bring
bloodguiltonyour house if someone falls fromit.° Do not
plantyour vineyard with two types of seed; otherwise, the
entire harvest, both the cropyou plantand the produce of
thevineyard, will be defiled. ® Do not plow with anox and
a donkey together. " Do not wear clothes made of both
wool and linen. 12 Make tassels on the four corners of the
outer garmentyou wear.

13"|f aman marries awoman, has sexual relations with
her,and comes to hate her, ' and accuses her of shameful
conduct, and gives her abad name, saying, | married this
woman and was intimate with her, butl didn't find any ev-
idence of her virginity, 15 the young woman's father and
mother will take the evidence of her virginity and bring it
to the city elders at the city gate. 6 The young woman’s
father will say to the elders, ‘| gave my daughter to this
man as a wife, but he hates her. 7 He has accused her of
shameful conduct, saying: "l didn't find any evidence of
your daughter’s virginity,” but here is the evidence of my
daughter's virginity. They will spread out the cloth before
the city elders. 18Then the elders of that city will take the
man and punish him. They will also fine him a hundred
silver shek