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Introduction to the Christian Standard Bible®

The Bible is God's revelation to humanity. It
is our only source for completely reliable in-
formation about God, what happens when we
die, and where history is headed. The Bible
does these thingsbecauseitis God's inspired
Word, inerrant in the original manuscripts.
Bible translation brings God's Word from the
ancient languages (Hebrew, Greek, and Ara-
maic) into today’s world. In dependence on
God'’s Spirit to accomplish this sacred task,
the Christian Standard Bible Translation Over-
sight Committee and Holman Bible Publishers
present the CSB.

Textual Base of the CSB

The textual base for the New Testament (NT) is
the Nestle-Aland Novum Testamentum Graece,
28th edition, and the United Bible Societies’
Greek New Testament, 5th corrected edition.
The text for the Old Testament (OT)is the Biblia
Hebraica Stuttgartensia, 5th edition.

Where there are significant differences
among Hebrew, Aramaic, or Greek manu-
scripts, the translators follow what they be-
lieve is the original reading and indicate the
main alternative(s) in footnotes. The CSB uses
the traditional verse divisions found in most
Protestant Bibles.

Goals of This Translation

+ Provide English-speaking people
worldwide with an accurate
translation in contemporary English.

« Provide an accurate translation for
personal study, sermon preparation,
private devotions, and memorization.

+ Provide a text that is clear and
understandable, suitable for public
reading, and shareable so that all may
access its life-giving message.

 Affirm the authority of Scripture and
champion its absolute truth against
skeptical viewpoints.

Translation Philosophy of the CSB

Most discussions of Bible translations speak of
two opposite approaches: formal equivalence
and dynamic equivalence. This terminology is
meaningful, butBible translations cannotbe

CSB_Pew_Bible.indb 5 @

neatly sorted into these two categories. There
is room for another category of translation
philosophy that capitalizes on the strengths
of the other two.

1. Formal Equivalence:
Often called “word-for-word” (or “literal”)
translation, the principle of formal
equivalence seeks as nearly as possible
to preserve the structure of the original
language. It seeks to represent each
word of the original text with an exact
equivalent word in the translation so
that the reader can see word for word
what the original human author wrote.
The merits of this approach include its
consistency with the conviction that the
Holy Spirit did inspire the very words of
Scripture in the original manuscripts. It
also provides the English Bible student
some access to the structure of the
text in the original language. Formal
equivalence can achieve accuracy to the
degree that English has an exact
equivalent for each word and that the
grammatical patterns of the original
language can be reproduced in
understandable English. However, it
can sometimes result in awkward, if
not incomprehensible, English orin a
misunderstanding of the author’s intent.
The literal rendering of ancient idioms
is especially difficult.

2. Dynamic or Functional Equivalence:
Often called “thought-for-thought”
translation, the principle of dynamic
equivalence rejects as misguided the
attempt to preserve the structure of
the original language. It proceeds by
extracting the meaning of a text from its
form and then translating that meaning
so that it makes the same impact on
modern readers that the ancient text
made on its original readers. Strengths
of this approach include a high degree
of clarity and readability, especially in
places where the original is difficult
to render word for word. It also
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acknowledges that accurate and effective understandable, a literal translation is

translation may require interpretation. used. When a word-for-word rendering
However, the meaning of a text cannot might obscure the meaning for a modern
always be neatly separated from its audience, a more dynamic translation
form, nor can it always be precisely is used. The CSB places equal value on
determined. A biblical author may fidelity to the original and readability
have intended multiple meanings, but for amodern audience, resulting in a
these may be lost with the elimination translation that achieves both goals.

of normal structures. In striving for

readability, dynamic equivalence also The Gender Language Usage in Bible
sometimes overlooks and loses some Translation

of the less prominent elements of The goal of the translators of the CSB has
meaning. Furthermore, lack of formal not been to promote a cultural ideology but

correspondence to the original makes it  to translate the Bible faithfully. Recognizing
difficult to verify accuracy and thus can ~ modern usage of English, the CSB regular-

affect the usefulness of the translation ly translates the plural of the Greek word
for in-depth Bible study. avBpwmo¢ (“man”) as “people” instead of
“men,” and occasionally the singular as “one,”

3. Optimal Equivalence: “someone,” or “everyone,” when the supporting
In practice, translations are seldom pronouns in the original languages validate
if ever purely formal or dynamic but such a translation. While the CSB avoids using
favor one theory of Bible translation or “he” or “him” unnecessarily, the translation
the other to varying degrees. Optimal does notrestructure sentences to avoid them

equivalence as a translation philosophy =~ when they are in the text.
recognizes that form cannot always be

neatly separated from meaning and History of the CSB

should not be changed (for example, After several years of preliminary develop-
nouns to verbs or second person ment, Holman Bible Publishers, the oldest Bible
“you” to third person “they”) unless publisher in North America, assembled an

comprehension demands it. The primary international, interdenominational team of
goal of translation is to convey the sense  100scholars, editors, stylists, and proofread-
of the original with as much clarity as the ers, all of whom were committed to biblical
original text and the translation language inerrancy.Outside consultants and reviewers
permit. Optimal equivalence appreciates  contributed valuable suggestions from their
the goals of formal equivalence butalso  areas of expertise. Working with the original

recognizes its limitations. languages, an executive team of translators
Optimal equivalence starts with an edited, polished, and reviewed the final man-
exhaustive analysis of the text at every uscript that was first published as the Holman
level (word, phrase, clause, sentence, Christian Standard Bible (HCSB) in 2004.
discourse) in the original language to A standing committee was also formed to
determine its original meaning and maintain the HCSB translation and look for
intention (or purpose). Then, relying ways to improve readability without compro-
on the latest and best language tools mising accuracy. As with the original transla-
and experts, the nearest corresponding tion team, the committee that prepared this
semantic and linguistic equivalents revision of the HCSB, renamed the CSB, is inter-
are used to convey as much of the national and interdenominational, comprised

information and intention of the original of evangelical scholars who honor the inspi-
text with as much clarity and readability  ration and authority of God's written Word.

as possible. This process assures the . .
maximum transfer of both the words and Traditional Features Found in the CSB

the thoughts contained in the original. Inkeeping with alongline of Bible publications,
The CSB uses optimal equivalence the CSB has retained a number of features

as its translation philosophy. In the found in traditional Bibles:

many places throughout the Bible 1. Traditional theological vocabulary

where a word-for-word rendering is (for example, justification, sanctification,
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redemption) has been retained

since such terms have no other
translation equivalent that adequately
communicates their exact meaning.

2. Traditional spellings of names and places
found in most Bibles have been used to
make the CSB compatible with most Bible
study tools.

3.Some editions of the CSB will print the
words of Christ in red letters to help
readers easily locate the spoken words of
the Lord Jesus Christ.

4.Descriptive headings, printed above each
section of Scripture, help readers quickly
identify the contents of that section.

5. 0T passages quoted in the NT are
indicated. In the CSB, they are set in
boldface type.

How the Names of God Are Translated

The CSB consistently translates the Hebrew
names for God as follows:

Hebrew original: CSB English:

Elohim God

YHWH (Yahweh) LORD

Adonai Lord

Adonai Yahweh Lord Gop

Yahweh Sabaoth LorD of Armies

ElShaddai God Almighty
Footnotes

Footnotes are used to show readers how the
original biblical language has been under-
stood in the CSB.

1. 0ld Testament (OT) Textual Footnotes
OT textual notes show important differences
among Hebrew (Hb) manuscripts and ancient
OT versions, such as the Septuagint and the
Vulgate. See the list of abbreviations on page
viii for alist of other ancient versions used.
Some OT textual notes (like NT textual notes)

give only an alternate textual reading. However,
other OT textual notes also give the support for
the reading chosen by the editors as well as
forthe alternate textual reading. For example,
the CSB text of Psalm 12:7 reads,

You, LorD, will guard us;

you will protect us®

from this generation forever.

The textual footnote for this verse reads,
£12:7 Some Hb mss, LXX; other Hb mss read him

The textual note in this example means that
there are two different readings foundin the
Hebrew manuscripts: some manuscripts read
us and others read him. The CSB translators
chose the reading us, which is also found in
the Septuagint (LXX), and placed the other
Hebrew reading him in the footnote.

Two other kinds OT textual notes are:

Alt Hb traditionreads
avariation given by scribes in the Hebrew
manuscript tradition (known as Kethiv/
Qere and Tigqune Sopherim readings)

Hb uncertain
when it is unclear what the original
Hebrew text was

2. New Testament (NT) Textual Footnotes

NT textual notes indicate significant differ-
ences among Greek manuscripts (mss) and
arenormally indicated in one of three ways:

Other mss read
Other mss add
Other mss omit

In the NT, some textual footnotes that use
the word “add” or “omit” also have square
brackets before and after the corresponding
verses in the biblical text. Examples of this
use of square brackets are Mark 16:9-20 and
John 7:53-8:11.

3.0ther Kinds of Footnotes

Lit
amore literal rendering in English of the
Hebrew, Aramaic, or Greek text

Or__
an alternate or less likely English
translation of the same Hebrew, Aramaic,
or Greek text

= anabbreviation for “it means” or “itis
equivalent to”

Hb, Aramaic, Gk
the actual Hebrew, Aramaic, or Greek
word is given using equivalent English
letters
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Hb obscure Commonly Used Abbreviations
the existing Hebrew text is especially in CSB Bibles
difficult to translate AD In the year of our Lord
BC before Christ
emend(ed)to ___ C. century
the original Hebrew text is so difficult to ca circa
translate that competent scholars have chap(s). chapter(s)
conjectured or inferred a restoration of cp. compare
the original text based on the context, DSS Dead Sea Scrolls
probable root meanings of the words,and  e.g. for example
uses in comparative languages Eng English
etc. et cetera
Insome editions of the CSB, additional foot- Gk Greek
notes clarify the meaning of certain biblical Hb Hebrew
texts or explain biblical history, persons, cus- i.e. thatis
toms, places, activities, and measurements. Lat Latin
Cross references are given for parallel pas- lit literal(ly)
sages or passages with similar wording, and LXX Septuagint—an ancient translation
in the NT, for passages quoted from the OT. of the Old Testament into Greek
MT Masoretic Text
NT New Testament
ms(s) manuscript(s)
oT 0ld Testament
plL plural
Ps(s) Psalm(s)
Sam Samaritan Pentateuch
Sg. singular
Sym Symmachus
Syr Syriac
Tg Targum
Theod Theodotian
V./ VV. verse, verses
Vg Vulgate—an ancient translation
of the Bible into Latin
vol(s). volume(s)
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GENESIS

THE CREATION

In the beginning God created the heavens

and the earth.”

2Now the earth was formless and empty,
darkness covered the surface of the watery
depths, and the Spirit of God was hovering
over the surface of the waters.3 Then God said,
“Let therebelight,” and there waslight.4 God
saw that thelight was good, and God separat-
ed the light from the darkness. > God called
the light “day,” and the darkness he called
“night.” There was an evening, and there was
amorning: one day.

6Then God said, “Let there be an expanse
between the waters, separating water from
water.”” So God made the expanse and sepa-
rated the water under the expanse from the
water above the expanse. And it was so.2 God
called the expanse “sky."® Evening came and
then morning: the second day.

9Then God said, “Let the water under the
sky be gathered into one place, and let the
dryland appear.” And it was so. ' God called
the dry land “earth,” and the gathering of
the water he called “seas.” And God saw that
it was good. "Then God said, “Let the earth
produce vegetation: seed-bearing plants and
fruit trees on the earth bearing fruit with seed
initaccording to their kinds.” And it was so.
12The earth produced vegetation: seed-bear-
ing plants according to their kinds and trees
bearing fruit with seedinitaccording to their
kinds. And God saw that it was good. 3 Eve-
ning came and then morning: the third day.

4Then God said, “Let there be lights in the
expanse of the sky to separate the day from
thenight. They will serve as signs for seasons®
and for days and years. > They will be lights
in the expanse of the sky to provide light on
the earth.” And it was so.'* God made the two
greatlights — the greaterlight to rule over the
day and thelesserlight to rule over the night
—as well as the stars. 7 God placed them in
the expanse of the sky to providelight on the
earth, ®to rule the day and the night, and to
separate light from darkness. And God saw

that it was good. ¥ Evening came and then
morning: the fourth day.

20Then God said, “Let the water swarm with®
living creatures, and let birds fly above the
earth across the expanse of the sky.”2'So God
created the large sea-creatures® and every
living creature that moves and swarms in the
water, according to theirkinds. He also created
every winged creature according to its kind.
And God saw that it was good. 22 God blessed
them: “Be fruitful, multiply, and fill the waters
of the seas, and let the birds multiply on the
earth.” 22 Evening came and then morning:
the fifth day.

24Then God said, “Let the earth produce
living creatures according to their kinds: live-
stock, creatures that crawl, and the wildlife
of the earth according to their kinds.” And
it was so. 2°So God made the wildlife of the
earth according to their kinds, the livestock
according to theirkinds, and all the creatures
that crawl on the ground according to their
kinds. And God saw that it was good.

26 Then God said, “Letus make man‘fin€our
image, according to our likeness. They will
rule the fish of the sea, the birds of the sky, the
livestock, the whole earth," and the creatures
that crawl' on the earth.”

27 S0 God created man in his own image;

he created him in’ the image of God;

he created them male and female.
28 God blessed them, and God said to them,
“Be fruitful, multiply, fill the earth, and sub-
dueit.Rule the fish of the sea, the birds of the
sky, and every creature that crawls® on the
earth.” 22 God also said, “Look, I have given
you every seed-bearing plant on the surface
of the entire earth and every tree whose fruit
contains seed. This will be food for you, 3° for
all the wildlife of the earth, for every bird of
the sky, and for every creature that crawls on
the earth — everything having the breath of
lifeinit —TIhave given' every green plant for
food.” Anditwas so.3'God saw all that he had
made, and it was very good indeed. Evening
came and then morning: the sixth day.

*1:10r created the universe *1:8 Or "heavens.”

animal of the land  '1:26 Or scurry
“1:30 / have given added for clarity

“1:14 Or for the appointed times
created sea monsters  "1:26 Or human beings ; Hb ‘adam, also inv. 27
’1:27 Or man as his own image, he created him as  *1:28 Or and all scurrying animals

@

©1:20 Lit with swarms of  *1:210r
%1:26 Oras "1:26 Syrreads sky, and over every
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GENESIS 2-3

So the heavens and the earth and every-

thing in them were completed. 20n the
seventh” day God had completed his work
that he had done, and he rested® on the sev-
enth day from all his work that he had done.
3God blessed the seventh day and declared
it holy, for on it he rested from all his work
of creation.©

MAN AND WOMAN IN THE GARDEN

4These are the records of the heavens and
the earth, concerning their creation. At the
time® that the LorD God made the earth and
the heavens, >no shrub of the field had yet
grown on the land,* and no plant of the field
had yet sprouted, for the LorD God had not
madeitrain ontheland, and there was no man
to work the ground. 6 But mist would come
up from the earth and water all the ground.
7Then the LorD God formed the man out of
the dust from the ground and breathed the
breath of life into his nostrils, and the man
became a living being.

8The LorD God planted a gardenin Eden, in
the east, and there he placed the man he had
formed.® The LorD God caused to grow out of
the ground every tree pleasing in appearance
and good for food, including the tree of lifein
the middle of the garden, as well as the tree
of the knowledge of good and evil.

10 Ariver wentf out from Eden to water the
garden.From thereit divided and became the
source of fourrivers.¢" The name of the first
isPishon, which flows through the entire land
of Havilah,"where there is gold. ? Gold from
thatlandis pure;'bdellium’and onyx* are also
there.™ The name of the second riveris Gihon,
which flows through the entireland of Cush.
4The name of the third river is Tigris, which
runs east of Assyria. And the fourth river is
the Euphrates.

5The LorD God took the man and placed him
in the garden of Eden to work it and watch
overit.'® And the LorD God commanded the
man, “You are free to eat from any tree of the
garden, 7butyoumustnot eat from the tree of
theknowledge of good and evil, for on the day
you eat from it, you will certainly die.” ' Then
the LorD God said, “Itisnot good for the man
tobe alone.Iwill make a helper correspond-
ing to him.”" The LorD God formed out of the

®

ground every wild animal and every bird of the
sky,and brought each to the man to see what
hewould callit. And whatever the man called
aliving creature, that was itsname. 20 The man
gavenames to all the livestock, to the birds of
the sky, and to every wild animal; but for the
man' no helper was found corresponding to
him. 2'So the LorD God caused a deep sleep
to come over the man, and he slept. God took
one of his ribs and closed the flesh at that
place. 22Then the LorD God made the rib he
had taken from the man into a woman and
brought her to the man. 22 And the man said:

This one, at last, is bone of my bone

and flesh of my flesh;

this one will be called “woman,”

for she was taken from man.

24This is why a man leaves his father and
mother and bonds with his wife, and they
become one flesh. 2 Both the man and his
wife were naked, yet felt no shame.

THETEMPTATION AND THE FALL

Now the serpent was the most cunning
of all the wild animals that the LorD God

had made. He said to the woman, “Did God
really say, ‘You can't eat from any tree in the
garden'?”

2The woman said to the serpent, “We may
eat the fruit from the trees in the garden. 3 But
about the fruit of the tree in the middle of the
garden, God said, 'Youmustnot eatitor touch
it, or you will die.””

4“No! You will not die,” the serpent said to
the woman.3 “In fact, God knows that when"
you eat it your eyes will be opened and you
will be like God," knowing good and evil."
6The woman saw that the tree was good for
food and delightful tolook at, and that it was
desirable for obtaining wisdom. So she took
some of its fruit and ate it; she also gave some
to her husband, who was with her, and he
ate it. ’Then the eyes of both of them were
opened, and they knew they were naked; so
they sewed fig leaves together and made cov-
erings for themselves.

SIN’S CONSEQUENCES

8Then the man and his wife heard the sound
of the LOorD God walking in the garden at the

#2:2 Sam, LXX, Syrread sixth  ®2:2 Or ceased, alsoinv.3 “2:3 Lit work that God created to make
£2:50rearth F2:100r goes  ©2:10 Lit became four heads "2:110r of the Havilah
transparentgumresin  *2:12 Identity of this precious stone uncertain  *2:20 Or for Adam

or divine beings

CSB_Pew_Bible.indb 2

P2:4 Lit creation on the day
'2:12 Litgood ’2:12 Ayellowish,
“3:5 Lit on the day "3:5Or gods,

@
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time of the evening breeze,” and they hid from
the LorD God among the trees of the garden.
9S50 the LorD God called out to the man and
said to him, “Where are you?"”

10 And he said, “Theard you® in the garden,
andIwas afraid becauseIwasnaked, soIhid.”

"Then he asked, “Who told you that you
were naked? Did you eat from the tree that I
commanded you not to eat from? "

12The man replied, “The woman you gave
tobe with me — she gave me some fruit from
the tree, and I ate.”

13S0 the LorD God asked the woman, “What
is this you have done?”

And the woman said, “The serpent deceived
me, and I ate.”
14So the LorD God said to the serpent:

Because you have done this,

you are cursed more than any livestock

and more than any wild animal.

You will move on your belly

and eat dust all the days of your life.

I will put hostility between you

and the woman,
and between your offspring
and her offspring.
He will strike your head,
and you will strike his heel.

15

6 He said to the woman:
[ will intensify your labor pains;
you will bear children with painful
effort.
Your desire will be for your husband,
yet he will rule over you.

7 And he said to the man, “Because you lis-
tened to your wife and ate from the tree about
whichIcommanded you, ‘Do not eat fromit”:
The ground is cursed because of you.
You will eat from it by means of

painful labor¢
all the days of your life.

It will produce thorns and thistles
foryou,

and you will eat the plants of the field.

You will eat bread® by the sweat

of your brow
until you return to the ground,
since you were taken from it.

For you are dust,
and you will return to dust.”

GENESIS 3-4

20The man named his wife Eve*because she
was the mother of all the living. 2' The LorD
God made clothing from skins for the man
and his wife, and he clothed them.

22The LorD God said, “Since the man has
becomelike one of us, knowing good and evil,
he must not reach out, take from the tree of
life, eat, and live forever.” 23 So the LorD God
sent him away from the garden of Eden to
work the ground from which he was taken.
24He drove the man out and stationed the
cherubim and the flaming, whirling sword
east of the garden of Eden to guard the way
to the tree of life.

CAIN MURDERS ABEL

The man was intimate with his wife Eve,

and she conceived and gave birth to Cain.
She said, “I have had a male child with the
LorD's help."f 2She also gave birth to his
brother Abel. Now Abel became a shepherd
of flocks, but Cain worked the ground. 3In
the course of time Cain presented some of
theland's produce as an offering to the LORD.
4 And Abel also presented an offering — some
of the firstborn of his flock and their fat por-
tions. The LorD had regard for Abel and his
offering, >buthe did not have regard for Cain
and his offering. Cain was furious, and he
looked despondent.©

6Then the LorD said to Cain, “Why are you
furious? And why do you look despondent?*
7If you do whatis right, won't you be accept-
ed? But if you do not do what is right, sin is
crouching at the door. Its desire is for you,
but you must rule overit.”

8Cain said to his brother Abel, “Let’s go
out to the field.”' And while they were in
thefield, Cain attacked hisbrother Abel and
killed him.

9Then the LorD said to Cain, “Whereis your
brother Abel?”

“Idon’t know,” he replied. “Am I my broth-
er's guardian?”

9 Then he said, “What have you done? Your
brother’s blood cries out to me from the
ground! " So now you are cursed, alienated
from the ground that opened its mouth to
receive your brother's blood you have shed.’
121f you work the ground, it will never again
give you its yield. You will be a restless wan-
derer on the earth.”

#3:8 Lit at the wind of the day

£3:10 Lit the sound of you  3:17 Lit it through pain  °3:19 Or food

£3:20 Lit Living, or Life

f4:1Lit the Lorp  ©4:5 Lit and his face fell "4:6 Lit why has your face fallen '4:8 Sam, LXX, Syr,Vg; MT omits “Lets go out

to the field.” ’4:11Lit blood from your hand
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3But Cain answered the LORD, “My pun-
ishment* is too great to bear! ' Since you
are banishing me today from the face of the
earth, and I must hide from your presence
andbecome arestless wanderer on the earth,
whoever finds me will kill me.”

5> Then the LorD replied to him, “In that case,®
whoeverkills Cain will suffer vengeance seven
times over.”“ And he placed amark on Cain so
that whoever found him would not kill him.
6 Then Cain went out from the LORD’s pres-
enceandlivedintheland of Nod, east of Eden.

THELINE OF CAIN

7 Cain was intimate with his wife, and she
conceived and gave birth to Enoch. Then Cain
became the builder of a city, and he named
the city Enoch after his son. ¥ Irad was born
to Enoch, Irad fathered Mehujael, Mehujael
fathered Methushael, and Methushael fathered
Lamech. ¥ Lamech took two wives for him-
self, one named Adah and the other named
Zillah. 20 Adah bore Jabal; he was the father
of thenomadic herdsmen.®2'His brother was
named Jubal; he was the father of all who play
thelyre and the flute.22 Zillah bore Tubal-cain,
who made all kinds of bronze and iron tools.
Tubal-cain’s sister was Naamah.
23Lamech said to his wives:
Adah and Zillah, hear my voice;
wives of Lamech, pay attention
to my words.
ForIkilled a man for wounding me,
ayoung man for striking me.
If Cain is to be avenged
seven times over,
then for Lamech it will be
seventy-seven times!

24

25 Adam was intimate with his wife again,
and she gave birth to a son and named him
Seth, for she said, “God has given* me another
child*in place of Abel, since Cain killed him."
26 A son was born to Seth also, and he named
him Enosh. At that time people began to call
on the name of the Lorp.

THELINEOF SETH
This is the document containing the fami-
ly¢records of Adam."On the day that God
created man,' he made him in the likeness of
God; 2he created them male and female. When

®

they were created, heblessed them and called
them mankind.’

3 Adam was 130 years old when he fathered
asonin his likeness, according to his image,
and named him Seth. 4 Adam lived 800 years
after he fathered Seth, and he fathered other
sons and daughters. *So Adam’s life lasted
930 years; then he died.

6Seth was 105 years old when he fathered
Enosh.”Sethlived 807 years after he fathered
Enosh, and he fathered other sons and daugh-
ters. 8So Seth's life lasted 912 years; then he
died.

9Enosh was 9o years old when he fathered
Kenan. Enosh lived 815 years after he fa-
thered Kenan, and he fathered other sons and
daughters.™ So Enosh’s life lasted 905 years;
then he died.

12Kenan was 70 years old when he fathered
Mahalalel. '* Kenan lived 840 years after he
fathered Mahalalel, and he fathered other
sons and daughters. * So Kenan'’s life lasted
910 years; then he died.

>Mahalalel was 65 years old when he fa-
thered Jared. ' Mahalalel lived 830 years after
he fathered Jared, and he fathered other sons
and daughters.” So Mahalalel's life lasted 895
years; then he died.

18 Jared was 162 years old when he fathered
Enoch." Jaredlived 8oo years after he fathered
Enoch, and he fathered other sons and daugh-
ters. 20So Jared's life lasted 962 years; then
he died.

21Enoch was 65 years old when he fathered
Methuselah. 2 And after he fathered Methuse-
lah, Enoch walked with God 300 years and fa-
thered other sons and daughters.23 So Enoch’s
lifelasted 365 years.2* Enoch walked with God;
then he was not therebecause God took him.

25 Methuselah was 187 years old when he
fathered Lamech. 26 Methuselah lived 782 years
after he fathered Lamech, and he fathered
other sons and daughters. ?’ So Methuselah's
life lasted 969 years; then he died.

28 Lamech was 182 years old when he fa-
thered a son. 22 And he named him Noah,*
saying, “This one will bring us relief from
the agonizing labor of our hands, caused by
the ground the LorD has cursed.” 3° Lamech
lived 595 years after he fathered Noah, and
he fathered other sons and daughters. 3'So
Lamech’s life lasted 777 years; then he died.

%4:130rsin  ®4:15 LXX, Syr,Vgread “Not so!" 4:15 Or suffer severely
£4:25 The Hb word for given sounds like the name “Seth.” f4:25 Lit seed  ©5:1 Lit written family

°4:20 Lit the dweller of tent and livestock
"5:10r mankind

'5:10r Adam, human beings '5:2Hb‘adam ¥5:29 In Hb, the name Noah sounds like “bring us relief.”
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32Noah was 500 years old, and he fathered
Shem, Ham, and Japheth.

SONS OF GOD AND DAUGHTERS OF MANKIND

When mankind began to multiply on the

earth and daughters were born to them,
2the sons of God saw that the daughters of
mankind were beautiful, and they took any
they chose as wives” for themselves. 3 And the
LORD said, “My Spirit will not remain® with®
mankind forever, because they are corrupt.®
Their days willbe 120 years.” 4 The Nephilim*
were on the earth both in those days and af-
terward, when the sons of God came to the
daughters of mankind, who bore children
to them. They were the powerful men of old,
the famous men.

JUDGMENT DECREED

5When the LorD saw that human wickedness
was widespread on the earth and that every
inclination of the human mind was nothing
butevil all the time, ¢ the LorD regretted that
he had made man on the earth, and he was
deeply grieved.” 7 Then the LoRD said, “I will
wipe mankind, whom I created, off the face
of the earth, together with the animals, crea-
tures that crawl, and birds of the sky — for
Iregret that I made them.” 8 Noah, however,
found favor with the LoRb.

GOD WARNS NOAH

9These are the family records of Noah. Noah
was a righteous man, blameless among his
contemporaries; Noah walked with God. " And
Noah fathered three sons: Shem, Ham, and
Japheth.

""Now the earth was corruptin God's sight,
and the earth was filled with wickedness.¢
12God saw how corrupt the earth was, for every
creature had corrupted its way on the earth.
3Then God said to Noah, “I have decided to
put an end to every creature, for the earth
is filled with wickedness because of them;
therefore I am going to destroy them along
with the earth.

14“Make yourself an ark of gopher" wood.
Makeroomsin the ark, and cover it with pitch
inside and outside. > This is how you are to
make it: The ark will be 450 feet long, 75 feet
wide, and 45 feet high.' ' You are to make a
roof,’ finishing the sides of the ark to within

GENESIS 5-7

eighteen inches* of the roof. You are to puta
doorintheside of the ark. Make it with lower,
middle, and upper decks.

7*Understand that I am bringing a flood
— floodwaters on the earth to destroy every
creature under heaven with the breath of life
init. Everything on earth will perish. ® But I
will establish my covenant with you, and you
will enter the ark with your sons, your wife,
and your sons’ wives. ¥ You are also to bring
into the ark two of all theliving creatures, male
and female, to keep them alive with you. 2° Two
of everything — from the birds according to
their kinds, from the livestock according to
their kinds, and from the animals that crawl
on the ground according to their kinds — will
come to you so that you can keep them alive.
21Take with you every kind of food that is eat-
en; gather it as food for you and for them.”
22 And Noah did this. He did everything that
God had commanded him.

ENTERING THE ARK

Then the LorD said to Noah, “Enter the ark,

you and all your household, forThave seen
thatyou alone arerighteous before mein this
generation. 2You are to take with you seven
pairs, a male and its female, of all the clean
animals, and two of the animals that are not
clean, amale and its female, 3 and seven pairs,
male and female, of the birds of the sky —in
order to keep offspring alive throughout the
earth.4Seven days from now I willmakeit rain
on the earth forty days and forty nights, and
every living thing  have made [ will wipe off
the face of the earth.” 5 And Noah did every-
thing that the LorRD commanded him.

6 Noah was six hundred years old when the
flood came and water covered the earth.” So
Noabh, his sons, his wife, and his sons’ wives
entered the ark because of the floodwaters.
8From the clean animals, unclean animals,
birds, and every creature that crawls on the
ground, ° two of each, male and female, came
to Noah and entered the ark, just as God had
commanded him. " Seven days later the flood-
waters came on the earth.

THEFLOOD

In the six hundredth year of Noah's life, in
the second month, on the seventeenth day
of the month, on that day all the sources of

%6:20r women ®6:30rstrive “6:30rin °6:3Lit flesh

£6:4 Possibly means “fallen ones”; traditionally, “giants”; Nm13:31-33

"6:6 Lit was grieved to his heart °6:110r injustice,alsoinv.13 "6:14 Unknown species of tree; perhaps pine or cypress
'6:15 Or 300 cubits long, 50 cubits wide, and 30 cubits high ’6:16 Or window, or hatch ; Hb uncertain *6:16 Lit to a cubit
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the vast watery depths burst open, the flood-
gates of the sky were opened, ? and the rain
fell on the earth forty days and forty nights.
130n that same day Noah along with his sons
Shem, Ham, and Japheth, Noah's wife, and his
three sons’ wives entered the ark with him.
4 They entered it with all the wildlife accord-
ing to their kinds, all livestock according to
theirkinds, all the creatures that crawl on the
earth according to their kinds, every flying
creature — all the birds and every winged
creature — according to their kinds. > Two
of every creature that has the breath of lifein
it came to Noah and entered the ark. ' Those
that entered, male and female of every crea-
ture, entered just as God had commanded
him. Then the LorD shut him in.

7The flood continued for forty days on the
earth; the water increased and lifted up the
ark so thatitrose above the earth. ' The water
surged and increased greatly on the earth, and
the ark floated on the surface of the water.
¥ Then the water surged even higher on the
earth, and all the high mountains under the
whole sky were covered. 2° The mountains
were covered as the water surged above them
more than twenty feet.*2'Every creature per-
ished — those that crawl on the earth, birds,
livestock, wildlife, and those that swarm®on
the earth, as well as all mankind. 22 Everything
with thebreath of the spirit of life in its nostrils
—everything on dry land died. 22 He wiped
out every living thing that was on the face of
the earth, from mankind to livestock, to crea-
tures that crawl, to the birds of the sky, and
they were wiped off the earth. Only Noah was
left, and those that were with him in the ark.
24 And the water surged on the earth 150 days.

THEFLOOD RECEDES

God remembered Noah, as well as all the

wildlife and all the livestock that were
with him in the ark. God caused a wind* to
pass over the earth, and the water began to
subside. 2 The sources of the watery depths and
the floodgates of the sky were closed, and the
rain from the sky stopped. 3 The water steadily
receded from the earth, and by the end of 150
days the water had decreased significantly.
4The ark came to rest in the seventh month,
on the seventeenth day of the month, on the
mountains of Ararat.

®

5The water continued to recede until the
tenth month; in the tenth month, on the first
day of the month, the tops of the mountains
were visible. ¢ After forty days Noah opened
the window of the ark thathe had made,” and
he sent out a raven. It went back and forth
until the water had dried up from the earth.
8Then he sent out a dove to see whether the
water on the earth’s surface had gone down,
9but the dove found no resting place for its
foot. It returned to him in the ark because
water covered the surface of the whole earth.
Hereached outand broughtitinto the ark to
himself.1°So Noah waited seven more days
and sent out the dove from the ark again.
"When the dove came to him at evening,
there was a plucked olive leaf in its beak.
So Noah knew that the water on the earth’s
surface had gone down. " After he had wait-
ed another seven days, he sent out the dove,
butitdid not return to him again. " In the six
hundred and first year,® in the first month,
on the first day of the month, the water that
had covered the earth was dried up. Then
Noah removed the ark’s cover and saw that
the surface of the ground was drying. By
the twenty-seventh day of the second month,
the earth was dry.

THELORD’S PROMISE

5Then God spoke to Noah, 6 “Come out of
the ark, you, your wife, your sons, and your
sons’ wives with you. ” Bring out all the living
creatures* that are with you — birds, livestock,
those that crawl on the earth — and they will
spread over the earth and be fruitful and mul-
tiply on the earth.” *® So Noah, along with his
sons, his wife, and his sons’' wives, came out.
9 Allthe animals, all the creatures that crawl,
and all the flying creatures — everything that
moves on the earth — came out of the ark by
their families.

20Then Noah built an altar to the LorD. He
took some of every kind of clean animal and
everykind of cleanbird and offered burnt of-
ferings on the altar.?? When the LorD smelled
the pleasing aroma, he said to himself, “I will
never again curse the ground because of hu-
man beings, even though the inclination of
the human heart is evil from youth onward.
AndIwill never again strike down every liv-
ing thing as I have done.

A7:20 Lit surged 15 cubits  ®7:21Lit all the swarming swarms
creatures of all flesh
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22 Aslong as the earth endures,

seedtime and harvest, cold and heat,
summer and winter, and day and night
will not cease.”

GOD'S COVENANT WITH NOAH

Godblessed Noah and his sons and said to

them, “Be fruitful and multiply and fill the
earth. 2The fear and terror of you will be in
every living creature on the earth, every bird
of the sky, every creature that crawls on the
ground, and all the fish of the sea. They are
placed under your authority.” 3 Every creature
thatlives and moves will be food for you; asI
gave the green plants, [ have given you every-
thing.4 However, you must not eat meat with
its lifeblood in it. 3 And I will require a pen-
alty for your lifeblood;® I will require it from
any animal and from any human; if someone
murders a fellow human, [ will require that
person’s life.¢

6 Whoever sheds human blood,

by humans his blood will be shed,

for God made humans in his image.
7Butyou, be fruitful and multiply; spread out
over the earth and multiply on it.”

8Then God said to Noah and his sons with
him, ®“Understand that I am establishing my
covenant with you and your descendants after
you, "®and with every living creature that is
with you — birds, livestock, and all wildlife
of the earth that are with you — all the an-
imals of the earth that came out of the ark.
T establish my covenant with you that nev-
er again will every creature be wiped out by
floodwaters; there willnever againbe a flood
to destroy the earth.”

2 And God said, “This is the sign of the cov-
enant]am making between me and you and
every living creature with you, a covenant
for all future generations:* I have placed my
bow in the clouds, and it will be a sign of the
covenantbetween me and the earth. When-
everIform clouds over the earth and the bow
appears in the clouds, '*I will remember my
covenant between me and you and all the
living creatures:® water will never again be-
come aflood to destroy every creature. ' The
bow will be in the clouds, and I will look at
it and remember the permanent covenant

GENESIS 8-10

between God and all the living creatures® on
earth.” 7 God said to Noah, “This is the sign of
the covenant thatI have established between
me and every creature on earth.”

PROPHECIES ABOUT NOAH'S FAMILY

8Noah's sons who came out of the ark were
Shem, Ham, and Japheth. Ham was the father
of Canaan. ® These three were Noah's sons,
and from them the whole earth was populated.

20Noah, as aman of the soil, began by plant-
ing"avineyard. ' He drank some of the wine,
became drunk, and uncovered himself inside
his tent.22Ham, the father of Canaan, saw his
father naked and told his two brothers out-
side. 22 Then Shem and Japheth took a cloak
and placed it over both their shoulders, and
walking backward, they covered their father's
nakedness. Their faces were turned away, and
they did not see their father naked.

24When Noah awoke from his drinking and
learned what his youngest son had done to
him, 25 he said:

Canaan is cursed.
He will be the lowest of slaves
to his brothers.

26 He also said:
Blessed be the LorD, the God of Shem;
Let Canaan be®Shem's slave.
Let God extend Japheth;"
let Japheth dwell in the tents of Shem;
let Canaan be Shem’s slave.

27

28Now Noahlived 350 years after the flood.
2950 Noah'slifelasted 950 years; then he died.

THETABLE OF NATIONS

1 These are the family records of Noah's
sons, Shem, Ham, and Japheth. They also
had sons after the flood.
2Japheth’s sons: Gomer, Magog, Madai,
Javan, Tubal, Meshech, and Tiras. 3 Gomer's
sons: Ashkenaz, Riphath, and Togarmah. 4 And
Javan's sons: Elishah, Tarshish, Kittim, and
Dodanim.'>From these descendants, the peo-
ples of the coasts and islands spread outinto
their lands according to their clans in their
nations, each with its own language.
6Ham's sons: Cush, Mizraim, Put, and Ca-
naan. ’Cush’s sons: Seba, Havilah, Sabtah,

49:2 Lit are given in your hand
hand of a man his brother | will seek the life of the human.
flesh
prophecy: Canaan will be . . .
read Rodanim ;1Ch1:7

@

®9:5 Lit And your blood belonging to your life | will seek  9:5 Lit any human, from the
°9:15 Lit and creatures of all flesh
9:20 Or Noah began to be a farmer and planted  ©9:26 As a wish or prayer; others interpret the verbs in vv. 26-27 as
"9:27 In Hb, the name Japheth sounds like the word “extend.”

£9:16 Lit creatures of all

'10:4 Some Hb mss, Sam, LXX
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Raamah, and Sabteca. And Raamah'’s sons:
Sheba and Dedan.

8 Cush fathered Nimrod, who began to be
powerful in the land. ?He was a powerful
hunter in the sight of the Lorp. That is why
itis said, “Like Nimrod, a powerful hunter in
the sight of the LorD.” " His kingdom started
with Babylon, Erech,” Accad,®and Calneh, “in
theland of Shinar.” " From that land he went
to Assyria and built Nineveh, Rehoboth-ir,
Calah, 2and Resen, between Nineveh and the
great city Calah.

13 Mizraim* fathered the people of Lud,
Anam, Lehab, Naphtuh, " Pathrus, Casluh
(the Philistines came from them), and Caphtor.

5 Canaan fathered Sidon his firstborn and
Heth, % as well as the Jebusites, the Amorites,
the Girgashites, 7 the Hivites, the Arkites, the
Sinites, '8 the Arvadites, the Zemarites, and the
Hamathites. Afterward the Canaanite clans
scattered.’ The Canaaniteborder went from
Sidon going toward Gerar as far as Gaza, and
going toward Sodom, Gomorrah, Admah, and
Zeboiim as far as Lasha.

20These are Ham's sons by their clans, ac-
cording to theirlanguages, in their lands and
their nations.

21 And Shem, Japheth's older brother, also
had sons. Shem was the father of all the sons
of Eber. 22Shem's sons were Elam, Asshur,
Arpachshad, Lud, and Aram.

23 Aram’'s sons: Uz, Hul, Gether, and Mash.

24 Arpachshad fathered' Shelah, and Shelah
fathered Eber. 25 Eber had two sons. One was
named Peleg,  for during his days the earth
was divided; his brother was named Joktan.
26 And Joktan fathered Almodad, Sheleph, Ha-
zarmaveth, Jerah, 2 Hadoram, Uzal, Diklah,
28Obal, Abimael, Sheba, 2 Ophir, Havilah, and
Jobab. All these were Joktan's sons. 3¢ Their
settlements extended from Mesha to Sephar,
the eastern hill country.

31These are Shem's sons by their clans, ac-
cording to theirlanguages, in their lands and
their nations.

32Theseare the clans of Noah's sons, accord-
ing to their family records, in their nations.
The nations on earth spread out from these
after the flood.

®

8

THETOWER OF BABYLON

1 The whole earth had the samelanguage

and vocabulary.” 2 As people' migrated
from the east,’ they found a valley in the land
of Shinar and settled there.3 They said to each
other, “Come, let us make oven-fired bricks.”
(They used brick for stone and asphalt for
mortar.) 4 And they said, “Come, let us build
ourselves a city and a tower with its top in
the sky. Let us make a name for ourselves;
otherwise, we will be scattered throughout
the earth.”

5Then the LorD came down to look over
the city and the tower that the humans* were
building. ¢ The Lorp said, “If they have begun
to do this as one people all having the same
language, then nothing they plan to do will
beimpossible for them.” Come, let's go down
there and confuse theirlanguage so that they
willnotunderstand one another’s speech.” 8 So
from there the LorD scattered them through-
out the earth, and they stopped building the
city.? Thereforeitis called Babylon,""for there
the LorD confused thelanguage of the whole
earth, and from there the LORD scattered them
throughout the earth.

FROM SHEM TO ABRAM

0These are the family records of Shem. Shem
lived 100 years and fathered Arpachshad two
years after the flood. " After he fathered Ar-
pachshad, Shem lived 500 years and fathered
other sons and daughters.? Arpachshad lived
35years" and fathered Shelah. 3 After he fa-
thered Shelah, Arpachshad lived 403 years and
fathered other sons and daughters. ' Shelah
lived 30 years and fathered Eber. > After he
fathered Eber, Shelah lived 403 years and fa-
thered other sons and daughters.® Eberlived
34years and fathered Peleg."” After he fathered
Peleg, Eberlived 430 years and fathered other
sons and daughters.'® Peleg lived 30 years and
fathered Reu. " After he fathered Reu, Peleg
lived 209 years and fathered other sons and
daughters.?9Reulived 32 years and fathered
Serug.?' After he fathered Serug, Reu lived 207
years and fathered other sons and daughters.
22 Serug lived 30 years and fathered Nahor.
23 After he fathered Nahor, Serug lived 200

#10:10 Or Uruk  ®10:10 Or Akkad  “10:10 Or and all of them

°10:10 Or in Babylonia £10:13 =Egypt f10:24 LXXreads

fathered Cainan, and Cainan fathered ; Gn11:12-13; Lk 3:35-36  ©10:25 =Division "11:1Lit one lip and the same words

"11:2 Lit they ’11:2 Or migrated eastward

“11:5 Or the descendants of Adam

“11:9 Hb Babel  "1:9In Hb, the name for

"Babylon,” babel sounds like the word for “confuse,” balal. “11:12-13 LXX reads years and fathered Cainan. BAfter he fathered
Cainan, Arpachshad lived 430 years and fathered other sons and daughters, and he died. Cainan lived 130 years and
fathered Shelah. After he fathered Shelah, Cainan lived 330 years and fathered other sons and daughters, and he died ;

Gn10:24; Lk 3:35-36
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years and fathered other sons and daughters.
24Nahor lived 29 years and fathered Terah.
25 After he fathered Terah, Nahor lived 119
years and fathered other sons and daughters.
26 Terah lived 70 years and fathered Abram,
Nahor, and Haran.

21These are the family records of Terah. Te-
rah fathered Abram, Nahor, and Haran, and
Haran fathered Lot. 22 Haran died in his na-
tive land, in Ur of the Chaldeans, during his
father Terah's lifetime. 22 Abram and Nahor
took wives: Abram'’s wife was named Sarai,
and Nahor's wife was named Milcah. She was
thedaughter of Haran, the father of both Mil-
cah andIscah. 3% Sarai was unable to conceive;
she did not have a child.

31Terah took his son Abram, his grandson
Lot (Haran's son), and his daughter-in-law
Sarai, his son Abram's wife, and they set out
together from Ur of the Chaldeans to go to
the land of Canaan. But when they came to
Haran, they settled there. 32 Terah lived 205
years and died in Haran.

THE CALL OF ABRAM

1 The Lorp said to Abram:
Go out from your land,
your relatives,
and your father's house
to the land that I will show you.
2 Twill make you into a great nation,
I will bless you,
I will make your name great,
and you will be a blessing.
3 Twill bless those who bless you,
I will curse anyone who treats you
with contempt,
and all the peoples” on earth
will be blessed® through you.¢

4So0 Abram went, as the LorD had told him,
and Lot went with him. Abram was seven-
ty-five years old when he left Haran.5 He took
his wife Sarai, his nephew Lot, all the posses-
sions they had accumulated, and the people
they had acquired in Haran, and they set out
for the land of Canaan. When they came to
theland of Canaan, ® Abram passed through
the land to the site of Shechem, at the oak of
Moreh. (At that time the Canaanites were in
theland.)’ The LorD appeared to Abram and
said, “To your offspring I will give this land.”
Sohebuiltan altar there to the Lorb who had
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appeared to him. 8 From there he moved on
to the hill country east of Bethel and pitched
his tent, with Bethel on the west and Ai on the
east. Hebuiltan altar to the LorD there, and he
called on thename of the LORD.° Then Abram
journeyed by stages to the Negev.

ABRAM IN EGYPT

0 There was a famine in the land, so Abram
went down to Egypt to stay there for a while
because the famine in the land was severe.
""When he was about to enter Egypt, he said to
his wife Sarai, “Look, I know what a beautiful
woman you are. 2 When the Egyptians see
you, they will say, ‘This is his wife.' They will
killmebutletyoulive.' Please say you're my
sister soit will go well for mebecause of you,
and my life will be spared on your account.”
4 When Abram entered Egypt, the Egyptians
saw that the woman was very beautiful. > Pha-
raoh’s officials saw her and praised her to
Pharaoh, so the woman was taken to Pha-
raoh's household. "6 He treated Abram well
because of her, and Abram acquired flocks
and herds, male and female donkeys, male
and female slaves, and camels.

7But the LorD struck Pharaoh and his house-
hold with severe plagues because of Abram'’s
wife Sarai. '8 So Pharaoh sent for Abram and
said, “What have you done to me? Why didn't
you tell me she was your wife? ' Why did you
say, ‘She’s my sister,’ so that I took her as my
wife? Now, hereis your wife. Take her and go!”
20Then Pharaoh gave his men orders about
him, and they sent him away with his wife
and all he had.

ABRAM AND LOT SEPARATE

1 Abram went up from Egypt to the Negev
— he, his wife, and all he had, and Lot
with him.2 Abram was very rich in livestock,
silver, and gold. 3 He went by stages from the
Negev to Bethel, to the place between Beth-
el and Ai where his tent had formerly been,
4to the site where he had built the altar. And
Abram called on the name of the LorD there.
5Now Lot, who was traveling with Abram,
also had flocks, herds, and tents. 5 But theland
was unable to support them as long as they
stayed together, for they had so many posses-
sions that they could not stay together,? and
there was quarreling between the herdsmen
of Abram’slivestock and the herdsmen of Lot's

A2:3 Litclans  ®12:3 Or will find blessing
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livestock. (At that time the Canaanites and the
Perizzites were living in the land.)

850 Abram said to Lot, “Please, let'snot have
quarreling between you and me, or between
your herdsmen and my herdsmen, since we
are relatives.” 2Isn't the whole land before
you? Separate from me: if you go to the left,
I will go to the right; if you go to the right, I
will go to the left.”

01,0t looked out and saw that the entire
plain® of the Jordan as far as¢ Zoar was well
watered everywhere like the LorD's garden
and the land of Egypt. (This was before the
LoRD destroyed Sodom and Gomorrah.) 1 So
Lot chose the entire plain of the Jordan for
himself. Then Lotjourneyed eastward, and they
separated from each other. 2 Abram lived in
theland of Canaan, but Lot lived in the cities
on the plain and set up his tent near Sodom.
13(Now the men of Sodom were evil, sinning
immensely® against the LORD.)

4 After Lot had separated from him, the
LorD said to Abram, “Look from the place
where you are. Look north and south, east
and west, > for I will give you and your off-
spring forever all theland that you see. T will
make your offspring like the dust of the earth,
so that if anyone could count the dust of the
earth, then your offspring could be counted.
7Get up and walk around the land, through
itslength and width, for I will give it to you.”

18 So Abram moved his tent and went to live
near the oaks of Mamre at Hebron, where he
built an altar to the LORD.

ABRAM RESCUES LOT

1 In those days King Amraphel of Shinar,

King Arioch of Ellasar, King Chedorlao-
mer of Elam, and King Tidal of Goiim®2 waged
war against King Bera of Sodom, King Birsha
of Gomorrah, King Shinab of Admah, and King
Shemeber of Zeboiim, as well as the king of Bela
(that is, Zoar). 3 All of these came as allies to
the Siddim Valley (thatis, the Dead Sea).4 They
were subject to Chedorlaomer for twelve years,
but in the thirteenth year they rebelled. 5In
the fourteenth year Chedorlaomer and the
kings who were with him came and defeated
theRephaimin Ashteroth-karnaim, the Zuzim
inHam, the Emim in Shaveh-kiriathaim, ¢ and
the Horites in the mountains of Seir, as far as
El-paran by the wilderness.” Then they came

back to invade En-mishpat (that is, Kadesh),
and they defeated the whole territory of the
Amalekites, as well as the Amorites who lived
in Hazazon-tamar.

8Then the king of Sodom, the king of Go-
morrah, the king of Admah, the king of Ze-
boiim, and the king of Bela (that is, Zoar)
went out and lined up for battle in the Sid-
dim Valley ° against King Chedorlaomer of
Elam, King Tidal of Goiim, King Amraphel
of Shinar, and King Arioch of Ellasar — four
kings against five. ' Now the Siddim Valley
contained many asphalt pits, and as the kings
of Sodom and Gomorrah fled, some fell into
them, " but the rest fled to the mountains.
"The four kings took all the goods of Sodom
and Gomorrah and all their food and went
on."”They also took Abram's nephew Lot and
his possessions, for he wasliving in Sodom,
and they went on.

13 0ne of the survivors came and told Abram
the Hebrew, who lived near the oaks belonging
to Mamre the Amorite, the brother of Eshcol
and thebrother of Aner. They werebound by
a treaty with® Abram. ¥ When Abram heard
that his relative had been taken prisoner, he
assembled" his 318 trained men, born in his
household, and they went in pursuit as far
as Dan. " And he and his servants deployed
against them by night, defeated them, and
pursued them as far as Hobah to the north
of Damascus.®Hebroughtback all the goods
and also hisrelative Lot and his goods, as well
as the women and the other people.

MELCHIZEDEK'S BLESSING

7 After Abram returned from defeating Ched-

orlaomer and the kings who were with him,

the king of Sodom went out to meet him in

the Shaveh Valley (that is, the King's Valley).

8 Melchizedek, king of Salem,' brought out

bread and wine; he was a priest to God Most

High. ®He blessed him and said:

Abram is blessed by God Most High,

Creator’ of heaven and earth,

and blessed be God Most High

who has handed over your enemies
toyou.

And Abram gave him a tenth of everything.
21Then the king of Sodom said to Abram,

“Give me the people, but take the possessions

for yourself.”

20

*13:8 Lit brothers  ®13:10 Lit circle ;i.e., probably the large round
inv.11 “13:10 Lit Jordan as you go to  ®13:13 Lit evil and sinful
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22But Abram said to the king of Sodom, “I
have raised my hand in an oath to the LORD,
God Most High, Creator of heaven and earth,
2 thatIwillnot take a thread or sandal strap
or anything that belongs to you, so you can
never say, ‘I made Abram rich.’ 241 will take
nothing” except what the servants have eat-
en.But as for the share of the men who came
withme — Aner, Eshcol, and Mamre — they
can take their share.”

THEABRAHAMIC COVENANT

1 Afterthese events, the word of the LORD
came to Abram in a vision:
Do notbe afraid, Abram.
[ am your shield;
your reward will be very great.

2But Abram said, “Lord Gop, what can you
give me, since I am childless and the heir of
my house is Eliezer of Damascus? "® 3 Abram
continued, “Look, you have given me no off-
spring, so a slave born in“ my house will be
my heir.”

4Now the word of the LORD came to him:
“This one will not be your heir; instead, one
who comes from your own body® will be your
heir." >He took him outside and said, “Look
at the sky and count the stars, if you are able
to count them.” Then he said to him, “Your
offspring will be that numerous.”

6 Abrambelieved the LoRD, and he credited
it to him as righteousness.

7He also said to him, “I am the LorD who
brought you from Ur of the Chaldeans to give
you this land to possess.”

8But he said, “Lord Gop, how can I know
that I will possess it?”

9He said to him, “Bring me a three-year-old
cow, a three-year-old female goat, a three-year-
old ram, a turtledove, and a young pigeon.”

10So hebroughtall these to him, cut themin
half, and laid the pieces opposite each other,
but he did not cut the birds in half. " Birds of
prey came down on the carcasses,but Abram
drove them away. ' As the sun was setting, a
deep sleep came over Abram, and suddenly
great terror and darkness descended on him.

BThen the LorD said to Abram, “Know this
for certain: Your offspring will be resident
aliens for four hundred years in a land that
doesnotbelong to them and will be enslaved

and oppressed.t *However, I will judge the
nation they serve, and afterward they will
go out with many possessions. > But you will
go to your fathers in peace and be buried at
agood old age."®In the fourth generation they
will return here, for the iniquity of the Am-
orites has not yet reached its full measure."*

7When the sun had set and it was dark,
a smoking fire pot and a flaming torch ap-
peared and passed between the divided ani-
mals.'® On that day the Lorb made a covenant
with Abram, saying, “I give this land to your
offspring, from the Brook of Egypt to the great
river, the Euphrates River: * the land of the
Kenites, Kenizzites, Kadmonites, 20 Hethites,
Perizzites, Rephaim, 2! Amorites, Canaanites,
Girgashites, and Jebusites.”

HAGAR AND ISHMAEL

1 Abram'’s wife Sarai had not borne any

children for him, but she owned an Egyp-
tian slavenamed Hagar. 2 Sarai said to Abram,
“Since the LorD has prevented me from bear-
ing children, go to my slave; perhaps through
herI can build a family.” And Abram agreed
to what Sarai said.© 3 So Abram’s wife Sarai
took Hagar, her Egyptian slave, and gave her
to her husband Abram as a wife for him. This
happened after Abram had lived in the land
of Canaan ten years. 4 He slept with" Hagar,
and shebecame pregnant. When she saw that
she was pregnant, her mistress became con-
temptible to her. > Then Sarai said to Abram,
“You are responsible for my suffering!' I put
my slavein your arms,’ and when she saw that
she was pregnant, I became contemptible to
her.May the LorD judge between me and you.”

6 Abram replied to Sarai, “Here, your slave
isin your hands; do whatever you want with
her.” Then Sarai mistreated her so much that
she ran away from her.

"The angel of the LorD found herby a spring
inthe wilderness, the spring on the way to Shur.
8He said, "Hagar, slave of Sarai, where have
you come from and where are you going?"”

She replied, “I'm running away from my
mistress Sarai.”

9The angel of the LorD said to her, “Go back
to your mistress and submit to her authori-
ty." 9 The angel of the LoRD said to her, "I will
greatly multiply your offspring, and they will
be too many to count.”

*14:24 Lit nothing to me ®15:2Hbobscure “15:3 Lit a son of

°15:4 Lit loins  £15:13 Lit will serve them and they will

oppress them  F15:16 Lit Amorites is not yet complete  °16:2 Lit Abram listened to the voice of Sarai "16:4 Lit He came to
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"The angel of the LoRrD said to her, “You
have conceived and will have a son. You will
name him Ishmael,” for the LorD has heard
your cry of affliction. 12 This man will be like
awild donkey. His hand will be against every-
one, and everyone's hand willbe against him;
he will settle near all his relatives.”

13S0 shenamed the LorD who spoke to her:
“You are El-roi,”® for she said, “In this place,
have I actually seen the one who sees me? "¢
14 Thatis why the wellis called Beer-lahai-roi.”
Itis between Kadesh and Bered.

13S0 Hagar gave birth to Abram’s son, and
Abram named his son (wWwhom Hagar bore)
Ishmael. '® Abram was eighty-six years old
when Hagar bore Ishmael to him.

COVENANT CIRCUMCISION

1 When Abram was ninety-nine years old,

the LorD appeared to him, saying, “Tam
God Almighty. Live® in my presence and be
blameless.2Iwill set up my covenantbetween
me and you, and I will multiply you greatly.”

3Then Abram fell facedown and God spoke
with him: 4“As for me, here is my covenant
withyou: You willbecome the father of many
nations. > Your name willnolonger be Abram;*
your name willbe Abraham, ¢ for I will make
you the father of many nations. ¢ I willmake you
extremely fruitful and will make nations and
kings come from you.? I'will confirm my cov-
enant that is between me and you and your
future offspring throughout their generations.
Itisapermanent covenant tobe your God and
the God of your offspring after you. 8 And to
you and your future offspring I will give the
land where you are residing — all the land of
Canaan — as a permanent possession, and I
will be their God.”

9God also said to Abraham, “As for you,
you and your offspring after you throughout
their generations are to keep my covenant.
0 This is my covenant between me and you
and your offspring after you, which you are
to keep: Every one of your males must be
circumcised." You must circumcise the flesh
of your foreskin to serve as a sign of the cov-
enant between me and you." 2 Throughout
your generations, every male among you is
to be circumcised at eight days old — every
male born in your household or purchased
from any foreigner and not your offspring.

®

3 Whether born in your household or pur-
chased, hemustbe circumcised. My covenant
will be marked in your flesh as a permanent
covenant. "If any male is not circumcised
in the flesh of his foreskin, that man will be
cut off from his people; he has broken my
covenant.”

5God said to Abraham, “As for your wife
Sarai, do not call her Sarai, for Sarah' will be
hername.®Iwill bless her;indeed, Iwill give
you a son by her. I will bless her, and she will
produce nations; kings of peoples will come
from her.”

7 Abraham fell facedown. Then he laughed
and said to himself, “Can a child bebornto a
hundred-year-old man? Can Sarah, a ninety-
year-old woman, give birth?” '8 So Abraham
said to God, “If only Ishmael were acceptable’
toyou!”

9 But God said, “No. Your wife Sarah will bear
you a son, and you will name him Isaac.*Iwill
confirm my covenant with him as a perma-
nent covenant for his future offspring. 20 As
forIshmael, I have heard you. [ will certainly
bless him; I will make him fruitful and will
multiply him greatly. He will father twelve
triballeaders, and Iwillmake him into a great
nation. 2" But I will confirm my covenant with
Isaac, whom Sarah will bear to you at this time
next year." 2 When he finished talking with
him, God withdrew' from Abraham.

2350 Abraham took his son Ishmael and
thoseborninhis household or purchased —
every male among the members of Abraham’s
household — and he circumcised the flesh
of their foreskin on that very day, just as God
had said to him. 24 Abraham was ninety-nine
years old when the flesh of his foreskin was
circumcised, 25 and his son Ishmael was thir-
teen years old when the flesh of his foreskin
was circumcised. 26 On that same day Abraham
and his sonIshmael were circumcised.?” And
allthemen of his household — whetherborn
inhis household or purchased from a foreigner
— were circumcised with him.

ABRAHAM'S THREE VISITORS

1 The LorD appeared to Abraham at the

oaks of Mamre while he was sitting at
the entrance of his tent during the heat of
the day.2Helooked up, and he saw three men
standing near him. When he saw them, heran

#16:11=God Hears ®16:13 = God Sees Me 16:13 Hb obscure °16:14 =Well of the Living OneWho Sees Me £17:1 Or Walk
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from the entrance of the tent to meet them,
bowed to the ground, 3 and said, “My lord, if
I have found favor with you, please donot go
on past your servant. 4Let a little water be
brought, that you may wash your feet and rest
yourselves under the tree.>Iwill bring a bit of
bread so that you may strengthen yourselves.”
This is why you have passed your servant's
way. Later, you can continue on.”

“Yes,” they replied, “do as you have said.”

6S0 Abraham hurried into the tent and said
to Sarah, “Quick! Knead three measures® of
fine flour and make bread.”“” Abraham ran
to the herd and got a tender, choice calf. He
gave it to a young man, who hurried to pre-
pareit.® Then Abraham took curds® and milk,
as well as the calf that he had prepared, and
set thembefore the men. He served® them as
they ate under the tree.

SARAH LAUGHS

9“Whereisyour wife Sarah? " they asked him.

“There, in the tent,” he answered.

0The Lorp said, “I will certainly come back
to you in about a year’'s time, and your wife
Sarah will have a son!” Now Sarah was lis-
tening at the entrance of the tentbehind him.

" Abraham and Sarah were old and get-
ting on in years.” Sarah had passed the age
of childbearing.®'2 So shelaughed to herself:
“After I am worn out and my lord is old, will
I have delight?”

13But the LorD asked Abraham, “Why did
Sarahlaugh, saying, ‘CanIreally have a baby
whenI'mold?'*Is anything impossible for the
LorD? At the appointed time I will come back
toyou, andin aboutayear she will have a son.”

5Sarah deniedit.“Idid notlaugh,” she said,
because she was afraid.

But he replied, “No, you did laugh.”

ABRAHAM'S PLEAFOR SODOM

6 The men got up from there and looked out
over Sodom, and Abraham was walking with
them to see them off. 7 Then the LoRD said,
“Should I hide what I am about to do from
Abraham? '® Abraham is to become a great
and powerful nation, and all the nations of
the earth will be blessed through him.  For
I have chosen" him so that he will command
his children and his house after him to keep
the way of the LORD by doing what is right

GENESIS 18

and just. This is how the LorD will fulfill to
Abraham what he promised him.”2° Then the
Lorbsaid, “The outcry against Sodom and Go-
morrahisimmense, and their sin is extremely
serious. 2'I will go down to see if what they
have done justifies the cry that has come up
to me. If not, I will find out.”

22The men turned from there and went
toward Sodom while Abraham remained
standing before the LorD.'23 Abraham stepped
forward and said, “Will you really sweep away
therighteous with the wicked? 2 What if there
are fifty righteous people in the city? Will
you really sweep it away instead of sparing
the place for the sake of the fifty righteous
people who are in it? 2> You could not pos-
sibly do such a thing: to kill the righteous
with the wicked, treating the righteous and
the wicked alike. You could not possibly do
that! Won't the Judge of the whole earth do
what is just?”

26 The LoRD said, “If I find fifty righteous
people in the city of Sodom, I will spare the
whole place for their sake.”

21Then Abraham answered, “Since I have
ventured to speak to my lord — even though
I am dust and ashes — 28 suppose the fifty
righteouslack five. Will you destroy the whole
city for lack of five?”

Hereplied, “Twillnot destroyitifIfind for-
ty-five there.”

29Then he spoke to him again, “Suppose
forty are found there?”

He answered, “I will not do it on account
of forty.”

30Then he said, “Let my lord not be angry,
and I will speak further. Suppose thirty are
found there?”

He answered, “Iwillnot do itif I find thirty
there.”

31Then he said, “Since I have ventured to
speak to my lord, suppose twenty are found
there?”

Hereplied, “ITwillnotdestroy it on account
of twenty."

32Then he said, “Let my lord not be angry,
and I will speak one more time. Suppose ten
are found there?”

He answered, “I will not destroy it on ac-
count of ten.” 33 When the LorD had finished
speaking with Abraham, he departed, and
Abraham returned to his place.

218:5 Lit may sustain your heart ®18:6 Lit three seahs ;about21quarts “18:6 Around, thin, unleavened bread °18:8 Or
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THEDESTRUCTION OF SODOM AND
GOMORRAH

1 The two angels entered Sodom in the

evening as Lot was sitting in Sodom's
gateway. When Lot saw them, he got up to meet
them. He bowed with his face to the ground
2and said, “My lords, turn aside to your ser-
vant's house, wash your feet, and spend the
night. Then you can get up early and go on
your way.”

“No,” they said. “We would rather spend
the night in the square.” 3But he urged them
so strongly that they followed him and went
into hishouse. He prepared a feast and baked
unleavened bread for them, and they ate.

4Before they went to bed, the men of the city
of Sodom, both young and old, the whole pop-
ulation, surrounded the house. 3 They called
out to Lot and said, “Where are the men who
came to you tonight? Send them out to us so
we can have sex with them!”

6 Lot went out to them at the entrance and
shut the door behind him. 7He said, “Don’t
do this evil, my brothers. 8 Look, I've got two
daughters who haven't been intimate with a
man. I'll bring them out to you, and you can
do whatever you want” to them. However,
don'tdo anything to these men, because they
have come under the protection of my roof.”

9“Get out of the way!” they said, adding,
“This one came here as an alien, but he’'s act-
ing like a judge! Now we'll do more harm to
you than to them.” They put pressure on Lot
and came up to break down the door. °But
the angels®reached out, brought Lotinto the
house with them, and shut the door. " They
struck the men who were at the entrance of
the house, both young and old, with blindness®
so that they were unable to find the entrance.

12Then the angels said to Lot, “Do you have
anyone else here: a son-in-law, your sons and
daughters, or anyone else in the city who
belongs to you? Get them out of this place,
3 for we are about to destroy this place be-
cause the outcry againstits peopleis so great
before the Lorp, that the LOrRD has sent us to
destroy it.”

14So Lotwent out and spoke to his sons-in-
law, who were going to marry® his daughters.
“Get up,” he said. “Get out of this place, for
the LorD is about to destroy the city! " But his
sons-in-law thought he was joking.

®

14

5 Atdaybreak the angels urged Lot on: “Get
up! Take your wife and your two daughters
who are here, or you willbe sweptaway in the
punishment® of the city.” ' But he hesitated.
Because of the LorD's compassion for him, the
men grabbed his hand, his wife's hand, and
thehands of his two daughters. They brought
him out and left him outside the city.

7 As soon as the angels got them outside,
one of them" said, “Run for your lives! Don't
look back and don't stop anywhere on the
plain! Run to the mountains, or you will be
swept away!”

18But Lot said to them, “No, my lords®—
please.” Your servant hasindeed found favor
with you, and you have shown me greatkind-
ness by saving my life. ButI can't run to the
mountains; the disaster will overtake me, and
I will die. 2° Look, this town is close enough
for me to flee to. It is a small place. Please let
me run to it —it’s only a small place, isn't it?
—so that I can survive.”

21 And he said to him, “All right," I'll grant
yourrequest' about this matter too and will not
demolish the town you mentioned. 22 Hurry up!
Runtoit, forIcannotdo anything until you get
there." Therefore thename of the cityis Zoar.’

23The sun had risen over theland when Lot
reached Zoar.2* Then out of the sky the LORD
rained on Sodom and Gomorrah burning sulfur
from the LoRrD. 2° He demolished these cities,
the entireplain, all the inhabitants of the cities,
and whatever grew on the ground. 26 But Lot’s
wife looked back and became a pillar of salt.

2Z7Early in the morning Abraham went to
the place where he had stood before the LorD.
28Helooked down toward Sodom and Gomor-
rah and all the land of the plain, and he saw
that smoke was going up from the land like
the smoke of a furnace.?° So it was, when God
destroyed the cities of the plain, he remem-
bered Abraham and brought Lot out of the
middle of the upheaval when he demolished
the cities where Lot had lived.

THE ORIGIN OF MOAB AND AMMON

300t departed from Zoar and lived in the
mountains along with his two daughters, be-
cause hewas afraid tolivein Zoar. Instead, he
and his two daughterslived in a cave.3' Then
the firstborn said to the younger, “Our father
isold, and thereisnomanin theland to sleep

#19:8 Lit do what is good in your eyes
iniquity,or guilt  F19:17 LXX, Syr,Vg read outside, they
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withus asis the custom of all theland. 32 Come,
let’s get our father to drink wine so that we
can sleep with him and preserve our father’s
line.” 33 So they got their father to drink wine
that night, and the firstborn came and slept
with her father; he did not know when she
lay down or when she got up.

34Thenext day the firstborn said to the youn-
ger, “Look, I slept with my father last night.
Let's get him to drink wine again tonight so
you can go sleep with him and we can preserve
our father’sline.” 3* That night they again got
their father to drink wine, and the younger
went and slept with him; he did not know
when she lay down or when she got up.

36 So both of Lot's daughters became preg-
nantby their father. 3 The firstborn gave birth
to a son and named him Moab.* He is the fa-
ther of the Moabites of today. 3¢ The younger
also gave birth to a son, and she named him
Ben-ammi.® He is the father of the Ammon-
ites of today.

SARAH RESCUED FROM ABIMELECH

2 From there Abraham traveled to the
region of the Negev and settled between

Kadesh and Shur. While he was staying in Ge-
rar,2 Abraham said about his wife Sarah, “She
ismy sister.” SoKing Abimelech of Gerar had
Sarah brought to him.

3But God came to Abimelechin a dream by
night and said to him, “You are about to die
because of the woman you have taken, for
she is a married woman.”*

4Now Abimelech had not approached her,
so hesaid, “Lord, would you destroy a nation
even thoughitisinnocent?5Didn't he himself
say to me, ‘She is my sister'? And she herself
said, ‘Heis my brother.'Idid this with a clear
conscience® and clean® hands.”

6Then God said to him in the dream, “Yes, I
know thatyou did this with a clear conscience.”
Ihave also kept you from sinning against me.
Therefore I have notlet you touch her.” Now
return the man'’s wife, for heis a prophet, and
hewill pray for you and you will live. Butif you
donotreturn her, know that you will certainly
die, you and all who are yours.”

8Early in the morning Abimelech got up,
called all his servants together, and person-
ally© told them all these things, and the men
were terrified.

15 GENESIS 19-21

9Then Abimelech called Abrahamin and said
to him, “What have you done to us? How did
Isin against you that you have brought such
enormous guilt on me and on my kingdom?
You have done things to me that should never
be done.” 1 Abimelech also asked Abraham,
“What made you do this?”

" Abraham replied, “I thought, ‘Thereis ab-
solutely no fear of God in this place. They will
kill me because of my wife.’ 12Besides, she
really is my sister, the daughter of my father
though not the daughter of my mother, and
she became my wife. 13 So when God had me
wander from my father’s house, I said to her:
Show your loyalty to me wherever we go and
say about me: ‘He’s my brother."”

14 Then Abimelech took flocks and herds and
male and female slaves, gave them to Abraham,
andreturned his wife Sarah to him. " Abimelech
said, “Look, mylandisbefore you. Settle wher-
everyouwant.”"1¢ And he said to Sarah, “Look,
Iam giving your brother one thousand pieces
of silver. It is a verification of your honor' to
allwho are with you. You are fully vindicated.”

7Then Abraham prayed to God, and God
healed Abimelech, his wife, and his female
slaves so that they could bear children, '8 for
the LorD had completely closed all the wombs
in Abimelech’s household on account of Sar-
ah, Abraham's wife.

THEBIRTHOF ISAAC
2 The LorD came to Sarah as he had said,
and the Lorp did for Sarah what he had

promised.?Sarah became pregnantand bore
a son to Abraham in his old age, at the ap-
pointed time God had told him. 3 Abraham
named his son who was born to him — the
one Sarah bore to him —Isaac. 4 When his
son Isaac was eight days old, Abraham cir-
cumcised him, as God had commanded him.
5 Abraham was a hundred years old when his
son Isaac was born to him.

6Sarah said, “God has made me laugh, and
everyone who hears willlaugh with me.”’? She
also said, “Who would have told Abraham that
Sarah would nurse children? Yet T haveborne
a son for him"in his old age.”

HAGAR AND ISHMAEL SENT AWAY

8The child grew and was weaned, and Abra-
ham held a great feast on the day Isaac was
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weaned. ? But Sarah saw the son mocking
— the one Hagar the Egyptian had borne to
Abraham. °So she said to Abraham, “Drive
out this slave with her son, for the son of this
slave willnotbe a coheir with my son Isaac!”

"This was very distressing to”* Abraham
because of his son. ?But God said to Abra-
ham, “Do not be distressed® about the boy
and about your slave. Whatever Sarah says
to you, listen to her, because your offspring
willbe traced through Isaac, * and [ will also
make a nation of the slave’s son because he
is your offspring.”

"4 Early in the morning Abraham got up, took
bread and a waterskin, put them on Hagar's
shoulders, and sent her and the boy away.
She left and wandered in the Wilderness of
Beer-sheba. ' When the water in the skin was
gone, sheleft theboyunder one of thebushes
6 and went and sat at a distance, about abow-
shot away, for she said, “I can't bear to watch
theboy die! "While she sat at a distance, she®
wept loudly.

7God heard theboy crying, and the® angel
of God called to Hagar from heaven and said
toher, “What's wrong, Hagar? Don't be afraid,
for God has heard the boy crying from the
place where he is. '8 Get up, help the boy up,
and grasp his hand, for Iwillmake him a great
nation.”" Then God opened her eyes, and she
saw a well. So she went and filled the waterskin
and gave theboy a drink.2° God was with the
boy,and he grew; he settled in the wilderness
andbecame an archer.?' He settled in the Wil-
derness of Paran, and his mother got a wife
for him from the land of Egypt.

ABRAHAM'S COVENANT WITH ABIMELECH

22 At that time Abimelech, accompanied by
Phicol the commander of his army, said to
Abraham, “God is with you in everything you
do. 23 Swear to me by God here and now, that
you will not break an agreement with me or
with my children and descendants. As I have
beenloyal to you, so you willbeloyal to me and
tothe country where you are aresident alien.”
24 And Abraham said, “Iswearit.” 2 But Abra-
ham complained to Abimelech because of the
well that Abimelech’s servants had seized.
26 Abimelech replied, “Idon’'t know who did
this thing. You didn't report anything to me,
soIhadn't heard about it until today.”

®

27 Abraham took flocks and herds and gave
them to Abimelech, and the two of them made
acovenant. 2 Abraham separated seven ewe
lambs from the flock. 2° And Abimelech said
to Abraham, “Why have you separated these
seven ewe lambs?”

30He replied, “You are to accept the seven
ewe lambs from me so that this act® will serve
asmy witness thatI dug this well.” 3! Therefore
that place was called Beer-sheba® because
it was there that the two of them swore an
oath. 32 After they had made a covenant at
Beer-sheba, Abimelech and Phicol, the com-
mander of his army, left and returned to the
land of the Philistines.

33 Abraham planted a tamarisk tree in Beer-
sheba, and there he called on the name of the
Lorp, the Everlasting God. 3* And Abraham
lived as an alien in the land of the Philistines
for many days.

THE SACRIFICEOF ISAAC

2 Afterthese things God tested Abraham
and said to him, “Abraham!”
“HereIam,” he answered.
2"“Take your son,” he said, “your only son
Isaac, whom you love, go to the land of Mo-
riah, and offer him there as a burnt offering
ononeof themountains [ will tell you about.”
35S0 Abraham got up early in the morning,
saddled his donkey, and took with him two of
his young men and his sonIsaac. He split wood
for a burnt offering and set out to go to the
place God had told him about. 4 On the third
day Abraham looked up and saw the place
in the distance. 5Then Abraham said to his
young men, “Stay here with the donkey. The
boy and I will go over there to worship; then
we'll come back to you.” ¢ Abraham took the
wood for theburnt offering and laid it on his
sonIsaac.Inhishand he took the fire and the
knife, and the two of them walked on together.
"Then Isaac spoke to his father Abraham
and said, “My father.”
And he replied, “Here I am, my son.”
Isaacsaid, “The fire and the wood are here,
butwhereis thelamb for the burnt offering?”
8 Abraham answered, “God himself will pro-
vide®thelamb for theburnt offering, my son.”
Then the two of them walked on together.
9When they arrived at the place that God
had told him about, Abraham built the altar
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there and arranged the wood. He bound his
sonIsaac”andplaced him on the altar on top
of thewood. ' Then Abraham reached outand
took the knife to slaughter his son.

"But the angel of the LorD called to him
from heaven and said, “Abraham, Abraham!”

He replied, “Here I am.”

12Then hesaid, “Donotlay a hand on theboy
or do anything to him. For now I know that
you fear God, since you have not withheld
your only son from me.” * Abraham looked
up and saw a ram® caught in the thicket by
itshorns. So Abraham went and took theram
and offered it as a burnt offering in place of
his son. " And Abraham named that place
The LorD Will Provide, “ so today it is said: “It
will be provided® on the LorRD’S mountain.”

5Then the angel of the LORD called to Abra-
ham a second time from heaven '®and said,
“By myself I have sworn,” this is the LORD's
declaration: “Because you have done this thing
and have not withheld your only son, I will
indeed bless you and make your offspring as
numerous as the stars of the sky and the sand
ontheseashore. Your offspring will possess the
city gates of their enemies.® And all the nations
of the earth willbe blessed® by your offspring
because you have obeyed my command.”

% Abraham wentback to his young men, and
they gotup and went together to Beer-sheba.
And Abraham settled in Beer-sheba.

REBEKAH'S FAMILY

20 Now after these things Abraham was told,
“Milcah also has borne sons to your broth-
er Nahor: 21Uz his firstborn, his brother Buz,
Kemuel the father of Aram, 22Chesed, Hazo,
Pildash, Jidlaph, and Bethuel.” 2> And Bethuel
fathered Rebekah. Milcah bore these eight to
Nahor, Abraham's brother. 24 His concubine,
whose name was Reumah, also bore Tebah,
Gaham, Tahash, and Maacah.

SARAH’S BURIAL

2 Now Sarah lived 127 years; these were

all the years of her life. 2Sarah died

in Kiriath-arba (that is, Hebron) in the land

of Canaan, and Abraham went to mourn for
Sarah and to weep for her.

3Then Abraham gotup frombeside his dead

wife and spoke to the Hethites:4“Tam an alien
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residing among you. Give me burial property
among you so that I can bury my dead.”*

5The Hethites replied to Abraham, 6 “Listen
tous, mylord. You are a prince of God" among
us.Bury your dead in our finest burial place.'
None of us will withhold from you his burial
place for burying your dead.”

’Then Abraham rose and bowed down to
the Hethites, the people of the land. 8 He said
to them, “If you are willing for me to bury
my dead, listen to me and ask Ephron son of
Zohar on my behalf ° to give me the cave of
Machpelah that belongs to him; it is at the
end of his field. Let him give it to me in your
presence, for the full price, asburial property.”

19Ephron was sitting among the Hethites. So
in the hearing’ of all the Hethites who came
to the gate of his city, Ephron the Hethite an-
swered Abraham: "“No, my lord. Listen to
me.Igive you the field, and I give you the cave
thatisinit.I give it to youin the sight* of my
people. Bury your dead.”

12 Abraham bowed down to the people of
theland * and said to Ephron in the hearing
of the people of theland, “Listen to me, if you
please. Let me pay the price of the field. Accept
it from me, and let me bury my dead there.”

4Ephron answered Abraham and said
to him, '*“My lord, listen to me. Land worth
four hundred shekels of silver — what is
that between you and me? Bury your dead.”
6 Abraham agreed with Ephron, and Abra-
ham weighed out to Ephron the silver that
he had agreed to in the hearing of the Heth-
ites:four hundred standard shekels" of silver.
7So Ephron’s field at Machpelah near Mam-
re — the field with its cave and all the trees
anywhere within the boundaries of the field
—became'® Abraham'’s possession in the sight
of all the Hethites who came to the gate of his
city. " After this, Abraham buried his wife
Sarah in the cave of the field at Machpelah
near Mamre (that is, Hebron) in the land of
Canaan.?° The field with its cave passed from
the Hethites to Abraham as burial property.

AWIFEFORISAAC

2 Abraham was now old, getting on in
years," and the LorD had blessed him

in everything. 2 Abraham said to his servant,

the elder of his household who managed all

#22:9 Or [saac hand and foot ©22:13 Some Hb mss, Sam, LXX, Syr, Tg; other Hb mss read saw behind him a ram
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he owned, “Place your hand under my thigh,
3and I will have you swear by the LOorD, God
of heaven and God of earth, that you will not
take a wife for my son from the daughters of
the Canaanites among whom Ilive, but will
go to myland and my family to take a wife for
my son Isaac.”

5The servant said to him, “Suppose the
woman is unwilling to follow me to this land?
Should I have your son go back to the land
you came from?”

6 Abraham answered him, “Make sure that
you don't take my son back there.” The LORD,
the God of heaven, who took me from my fa-
ther’'s house and from my native land, who
spoke to me and swore to me, ‘T will give this
land to your offspring’ — he will send his an-
gelbefore you, and you can take a wife for my
son from there. 8If the woman is unwilling to
follow you, then you are free from this oath
tome, but don'tlet my son go back there.”? So
the servant placed his hand under his master
Abraham's thigh and swore an oath to him
concerning this matter.

0The servant took ten of his master's cam-
els,and with allkinds of his master's goods in
hand, he went to Aram-naharaim, to Nahor's
town. At evening, the time when women
went out to draw water, he made the camels
kneel beside a well outside the town.

12“LorDp, God of my master Abraham,” he
prayed, “make this happen for me today, and
show kindness to my master Abraham.*Iam
standing here at the spring where the daugh-
ters of the men of the town are coming out
to draw water. " Let the girl to whom I say,
‘Please lower your water jug so that I may
drink,’and who responds, ‘Drink, and I'll wa-
teryour camels also’ — letherbe the one you
have appointed for your servantIsaac. By this
I'will know that you have shown kindness to
my master.”

5 Before he had finished speaking, there
was Rebekah — daughter of Bethuel son of
Milcah, the wife of Abraham'’s brother Nahor
— coming with ajug on her shoulder.'® Now
the girl was very beautiful, a virgin —noman
hadbeenintimate with her. She went down to
the spring, filled herjug, and came up. " Then
the servant ran to meet her and said, “Please
let me have a little water from your jug.”

8Shereplied, “Drink, my lord.” She quickly
lowered her jug to her hand and gave him a

18

drink. ' When she had finished giving him a
drink, she said, “I'll also draw water for your
camels until they have had enough to drink.”*
20 She quickly emptied herjuginto the trough
and hurried to the well again to draw water.
She drew water for all his camels 2' while the
man silently watched her to see whether or
not the LorD had made his journey a success.

22 Asthe camels finished drinking, the man
took a gold ring weighing half a shekel, and for
her wrists two bracelets weighing ten shekels
of gold. 23 “Whose daughter are you? " he asked.
“Please tell me, is there room in your father's
house for us to spend the night?”

24 She answered him, “I am the daughter of
Bethuel son of Milcah, whom shebore to Na-
hor.” %5 She also said to him, “We have plenty of
straw and feed and a place to spend thenight.”

26 Then the man knelt low, worshiped the
LorD, # and said, “Blessed be the LorD, the God
of my master Abraham, who has not withheld
his kindness and faithfulness from my master.
Asforme, the LorD hasled me on thejourney
to the house of my master’s relatives.”

28 The girl ran and told her mother’s house-
hold about these things.2° Now Rebekah had
a brother named Laban, and Laban ran out
to the man at the spring. 3° As soon as he had
seen thering and the bracelets on his sister’s
wrists, and when he had heard his sister Re-
bekah’'s words — “The man said this to me!”
— hewent to the man. He was standing there
by the camels at the spring.

31Laban said, “Come, you who are blessed
by the LorD. Why are you standing out here?
Ihave prepared the house and a place for the
camels.”32So the man came to the house, and
the camels wereunloaded. Straw and feed were
given to the camels, and water was brought to
washhis feet and the feet of the men with him.

33 Amealwas setbefore him, but he said, “I
willnot eat untilT have said whatIhave to say.”

So Laban said, “Please speak.”

34“Tam Abraham'’s servant,” he said. 3% “The
LorD has greatly blessed my master, and he
hasbecomerich. He has given him flocks and
herds, silver and gold, male and female slaves,
and camels and donkeys. 3¢ Sarah, my mas-
ter's wife, bore a son to my master in her®
old age, and he has given him everything he
owns. 3 My master put me under this oath:
‘You will not take a wife for my son from the
daughters of the Canaanites in whose land I

#24:19 Lit they are finished drinking ®24:36 Sam, LXX read his
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live 38but will go to my father’s family and to
my clan to take a wife formy son.' 3 ButIsaid
to my master, ‘Suppose the woman will not
come back with me?’ 4°He said to me, ‘'The
LorD before whom I have walked will send
his angel with you and make your journey a
success, and you will take a wife for my son
from my clan and from my father's family.
4 Then you will be free from my oath if you
go to my family and they do not give her to
you — you will be free from my oath.’

42"Today whenIcame to the spring, I prayed:
LorD, God of my master Abraham, if only you
will make my journey successful! 43I am stand-
ing here at a spring. Let the young woman*
who comes out to draw water, and I say to her,
‘Please let me drink a little water from your
jug,’ 44 and who responds to me, ‘Drink, and
I'll draw water for your camels also’ — let
her be the woman the LorD has appointed
for my master’s son.

45“Before I had finished praying silently,
there was Rebekah coming with her jug on
hershoulder, and she went down to the spring
and drew water. SoIsaid to her, ‘Please let me
have a drink.’ 46 She quickly lowered her jug
from her shoulder and said, ‘Drink, and I'll
water your camels also.' So I drank, and she
also watered the camels. 4’ Then I asked her,
‘Whose daughter are you?' She responded,
‘The daughter of Bethuel son of Nahor, whom
Milcah bore to him." So I put the ring on her
nose and the bracelets on her wrists. ¢ Then
I knelt low, worshiped the LorD, and blessed
the LoORD, the God of my master Abraham,
who guided me on the right way to take the
granddaughter of my master’s brother for his
son. 4? Now, if you are going to show kindness
and faithfulness to my master, tell me; if not,
tell me, and I will go elsewhere.”®

50 aban and Bethuel answered, “Thisis from
the LorD; we have no choice in the matter.
51Rebekahisherein front of you. Take her and
go,andlet her be a wife for your master’s son,
just as the LorD has spoken.”

52When Abraham’s servant heard their
words, he bowed to the ground before the
LorDp. 53 Then he brought out objects of silver
and gold, and garments, and gave them to
Rebekah. He also gave precious gifts to her
brother and her mother.3* Then he and the men
with him ate and drank and spent the night.

GENESIS 24-25

When they got up in the morning, he said,
“Send me to my master.”

55 But herbrother and mother said, “Let the
girl stay with us for about ten days.” Then
shefcan go."

56 But he responded to them, “Do not delay
me, since the LorRD has made my journey a
success. Send me away so that I may go to
my master.”

5750 they said, “Let’s call the girl and ask
her opinion.”*

58 They called Rebekah and said to her, “Will
you go with this man?”

Shereplied, “Twill go.”° So they sent away
their sister Rebekah with the one who had
nursed and raised her,® and Abraham's ser-
vant and his men.

60 They blessed Rebekah, saying to her:

Our sister, may you become
thousands upon ten thousands.
May your offspring possess
the city gates of their" enemies.

61Then Rebekah and her female servants
gotup, mounted the camels, and followed the
man. So the servant took Rebekah and left.

62 Now Isaac was returning from Beer-la-
hai-roi,' for he wasliving in the Negev region.
63In the early evening Isaac went out to walk’
in the field, and looking up he saw camels
coming. %4 Rebekah looked up, and when she
sawIsaac, she got down from her camel ¢ and
asked the servant, “Who is that man in the
field coming to meet us?”

The servantanswered, “Itis my master.” So
shetook her veil and covered herself.% Then
the servant told Isaac everything he had done.

67 And Isaacbrought herinto the tent of his
mother Sarah and took Rebekah to be his wife.
Isaac loved her, and he was comforted after
his mother's death.

ABRAHAM'S OTHER WIFE AND SONS

2 Abraham had taken* another wife,

whose name was Keturah, 2and she
bore him Zimran, Jokshan, Medan, Midian,
Ishbak, and Shuah. 3 Jokshan fathered Sheba
and Dedan. Dedan’s sons were the Asshurim,
Letushim, and Leummim. 4 And Midian's sons
were Ephah, Epher, Hanoch, Abida, and Eldaah.
Allthese were sons of Keturah. * Abraham gave
everything he owned to Isaac.® But Abraham
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gave gifts to the sons of his concubines, and
while he was still alive he sent them eastward,
away from hissonIsaac, to theland of the East.

ABRAHAM'S DEATH

7This is the length of Abraham's life:* 175
years. 8 He took his last breath and died at a
good old age, old and contented,® and he was
gathered to his people. ®His sons Isaac and
Ishmael buried him in the cave of Machpe-
lah near Mamre, in the field of Ephron son
of Zohar the Hethite. ' This was the field that
Abrahambought from the Hethites. Abraham
was buried there with his wife Sarah." After
Abraham's death, God blessed his son Isaac,
who lived near Beer-lahai-roi.

ISHMAEL'S FAMILY RECORDS

12These are the family records of Abraham’s
sonIshmael, whom Hagar the Egyptian, Sarah’s
slave, bore to Abraham." These are the names
of Ishmael's sons; theirnames according to the
family records are Nebaioth, Ishmael's first-
born, then Kedar, Adbeel, Mibsam, * Mishma,
Dumah, Massa, ® Hadad, Tema, Jetur, Naphish,
and Kedemah. ¢ These are Ishmael's sons, and
these are their names by their settlements
and encampments: twelve leaders® of their
clans.® 7 This is the length® of Ishmael's life:
137 years. He took his last breath and died,
and was gathered to his people. '® And they*
settled from Havilah to Shur, whichis opposite
Egypt as you go toward Asshur.© He" stayed
near' all his relatives.

THEBIRTH OF JACOB AND ESAU

¥ These are the family records of Isaac son of
Abraham. Abraham fathered Isaac. 2°Isaac
was forty years old when he took as his wife
Rebekah daughter of Bethuel the Aramean
from Paddan-aram and sister of Laban the
Aramean. ?'Isaac prayed to the LORD on be-
half of his wife because she was childless.
The LorD was receptive to his prayer, and his
wife Rebekah conceived. 22 But the children
inside her struggled with each other,and she
said, “Why is this happening to me? "’ So she
went to inquire of the LORD. 22 And the LoRD
said to her:
Two nations are in your womb;

®

two peoples will come from you
and be separated.

One people will be stronger
than the other,

and the older will serve the younger.

24When her time came to give birth, there
wereindeed twins in her womb. 2> The first one
came outred-looking,“ covered with hair" like
afur coat, and they named him Esau. 26 After
this, his brother came out grasping Esau'’s
heel with his hand. So he was named Jacob."
Isaac was sixty years old when they were born.

ESAU SELLS HIS BIRTHRIGHT

27When the boys grew up, Esau became an
expert hunter, an outdoorsman," but Jacob
was a quiet man who stayed at home.®?8Isaac
loved Esau because he had a taste for wild
game, but Rebekah loved Jacob.

29 Once when Jacob was cooking a stew, Esau
came in from the field exhausted. 3° He said
to Jacob, “Let me eat some of that red stuff,
because I'm exhausted.” That is why he was
alsonamed Edom.”

31Jacob replied, “First sell me your birth-
right.”

32“T,00k,"” said Esau, “I'm about to die, so
what good is a birthright to me?”

33 Jacob said, “Swear to me first.” So he swore
toJacob and sold his birthright to him. 34 Then
Jacob gave bread and lentil stew to Esau; he
ate, drank, got up, and went away. So Esau
despised his birthright.

THE PROMISE REAFFIRMED TO ISAAC

2 There was another famine in the land

inaddition to the one thathad occurred
in Abraham'’s time. And Isaac went to Abim-
elech, king of the Philistines, at Gerar. 2The
LorD appeared to him and said, “Do not go
down to Egypt. Live in the land that I tell you
about;3stayinthisland asan alien, and I will
be with you and bless you. For I will give all
these lands to you and your offspring, and I
will confirm the oath that I swore to your fa-
ther Abraham.4Iwill make your offspring as
numerous as the stars of the sky, Iwill give your
offspring all these lands, and all the nations of
the earth will be blessed® by your offspring,
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5because Abraham listened to me and kept
my mandate, my commands, my statutes, and
my instructions.” ¢ So Isaac settled in Gerar.

ISAAC'S DECEPTION

7When the men of the place asked about his
wife, he said, “She is my sister,” for he was
afraid to say “my wife,” thinking, “The men of
the place will kill me on account of Rebekah,
forsheisabeautiful woman.”® When Isaac had
been there for some time, Abimelech king of
the Philistines looked down from the window
and was surprised to see” Isaac caressing his
wife Rebekah.

9 Abimelech sent forIsaacand said, “So she
isreally your wife! How could you say, ‘Sheis
my sister’?”

Isaac answered him, “Because I thought I
might die on account of her.”

19Then Abimelech said, “What is this you've
done to us? One of the people could easily
have slept with your wife, and you would have
brought guiltonus.”"So Abimelech warned
all the people, “Whoever harms this man or
his wife will certainly be put to death.”

CONFLICTS OVER WELLS

2Jsaac sowed seed in that land, and in that
year he reaped® a hundred times what was
sown. The LoRD blessed him, 3 and the man
becamerich and kept getting richer until he
was very wealthy. ¥ He had flocks of sheep,
herds of cattle,and many slaves, and the Phi-
listines were envious of him. > Philistines
stopped up all the wells that his father’s ser-
vants had dugin the days of his father Abra-
ham, filling them with dirt.'® And Abimelech
said toIsaac, “Leave us, for you are much too
powerful forus.”¢

7So Isaac left there, camped in the Gerar
Valley, and lived there. '®Isaac reopened the
wells that had been dug in the days of his fa-
ther Abraham and that the Philistines had
stopped up after Abraham died. He gave them
the same names his father had given them.
Y ThenIsaac’s servants dug in the valley and
found awell of spring® water there. 20 But the
herdsmen of Gerar quarreled with Isaac’s
herdsmen and said, “The water is ours!” So
henamed the well Esek*because they argued
with him. ' Then they dug another well and
quarreled over that one also, so he named
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it Sitnah.” 22He moved from there and dug
another, and they did not quarrel over it. He
named it Rehoboth® and said, “For now the
LorD has made space for us, and we will be
fruitful in the land.”

THELORD APPEARS TO ISAAC

23From there he went up to Beer-sheba, 24 and
the LorD appeared to him that night and said,
“Tam the God of your father Abraham. Do not
be afraid, for I am with you. I will bless you
and multiply your offspring because of my
servant Abraham.”

2550 he built an altar there, called on the
name of the LORD, and pitched his tent there.
Isaac’s servants also dug a well there.

COVENANT WITH ABIMELECH

26 Now Abimelech came to him from Gerar
with Ahuzzath his adviser and Phicol the com-
mander of his army.?’ [saac said to them, “Why
have you come to me? You hated me and sent
me away from you.”

28 They replied, “We have clearly seen how
the LorD has been with you. We think there
should be an oath between two parties —be-
tween us and you. Let us make a covenant with
you: 2 You will not harm us, just as we have
notharmed youbut have done only what was
good to you, sending you away in peace. You
are now blessed by the LORD.”

3050 he prepared a banquet for them, and
they ate and drank.3'They gotup earlyin the
morning and swore an oath to each other."
Isaac sent them on their way, and they left him
inpeace.320n that same day [saac’s servants
came to tell him about the well they had dug,
saying to him, “We have found water!” 33 He
called it Sheba.' Therefore the name of the
city is still Beer-sheba’ today.

ESAU'S WIVES

34When Esau was forty years old, he took as
hiswives Judith daughter of Beeri the Hethite,
and Basemath daughter of Elon the Hethite.
35They madelife bitter* forIsaac and Rebekah.

THESTOLEN BLESSING

2 When Isaac was old and his eyes were

soweak that he could not see, he called

his older son Esau and said to him, “My son.”
And he answered, “Here I am.”

#26:8 Or and he looked and behold— °26:12 Lit found

€26:16 Or are more numerous than we are  °26:19 Lit living
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2Hesaid, “Look, I am old and do not know the
day of my death. 3 So now take your hunting
gear, your quiver and bow, and go out in the
field to hunt some game for me. * Then make
me adelicious meal thatIlove and bring it to
me to eat, so thatI canbless youbeforeIdie.”

5 Now Rebekah was listening to whatIsaac
said to his son Esau. So while Esau went to the
field to hunt some game tobringin, ® Rebekah
said to her son Jacob, “Listen! Theard your fa-
ther talking with your brother Esau. He said,
7'Bring me game and make a delicious meal
for me to eat so that I can bless you in the
LorD's presence before I die.’ 8 Now, my son,
listen to me and do what I tell you.? Go to the
flock and bring me two choice young goats,
and Iwill make them into a delicious meal for
your father — the kind he loves. ' Then take
it to your father to eat so that he may bless
you before he dies.”

" Jacob answered Rebekah his mother, “Look,
my brother Esau is a hairy man, but I am a
man with smooth skin. 2 Suppose my father
touches me. Then I will be revealed to him
as a deceiver and bring a curse rather than a
blessing on myself.”

B3 His mother said to him, “Your curse be
onme, my son. Just obey me and go get them
for me.”

1450 he went and got the goats and brought
them to his mother, and his mother made the
delicious food his fatherloved. > Then Rebek-
ahtook thebest clothes of her older son Esau,
which werein the house, and had her younger
son Jacob wear them. 6 She put the skins of the
young goats on his hands and the smooth part of
hisneck.” Then she handed the delicious food
and the bread she had made to her son Jacob.

8When he came to his father, he said, “My
father.”

Andhe answered, “Herel am. Who are you,
my son?”

9 Jacobreplied to his father, “lam Esau, your
firstborn. I have done as you told me. Please
sit up and eat some of my game so that you
may bless me."

20 But Isaac said to his son, “How did you
ever find it so quickly, my son?”

He replied, “Because the LoRD your God
made it happen for me.”

21Then Isaac said to Jacob, “Please come
closer so I can touch you, my son. Are you
really my son Esau or not?”

®

2250 Jacob came closer to his father Isaac.
When he touched him, he said, “The voice is
thevoice of Jacob, but the hands are the hands
of Esau.”23 He did not recognize him, because
hishands were hairy like those of hisbrother
Esau; so he blessed him. 24 Again he asked,
“Are you really my son Esau?”

And hereplied, “Tam.”

25Then he said, “Bring it closer to me, and
let me eat some of my son’s game so thatIcan
blessyou.” Jacobbroughtit closer to him, and
he ate; he brought him wine, and he drank.

26 Then his fatherIsaacsaid to him, “Please
come closer and kiss me, my son.” 2’ So he came
closer and kissed him. When Isaac smelled”*
his clothes, he blessed him and said:

Ah, the smell of my son
is like the smell of a field
that the LoRrD has blessed.
28 May God give to you —
from the dew of the sky
and from the richness of the land —
an abundance of grain and new wine.
29 May peoples serve you
and nations bow in worship to you.
Be master over your relatives;
may your mother’'s sons bow
in worship to you.
Those who curse you will be cursed,
and those who bless you
will be blessed.

30 As soon as Isaac had finished blessing
Jacob and Jacob had left the presence of his
father Isaac, his brother Esau arrived from
his hunting. 3'He had also made some deli-
cious food and brought it to his father. He
said to his father, “Let my father get up and
eat some of his son’s game, so that you may
bless me."

32But his father Isaac said to him, “Who
areyou?”

Heanswered, “lam Esau your firstborn son.”

33[saac began to tremble uncontrollably.
“Who wasitthen,” he said, “who hunted game
and brought it to me? I ate it all before you
came in, and I blessed him. Indeed, he will
beblessed!”

34When Esau heard his father's words, he
cried out with a loud and bitter cry and said
to his father, “Bless me too, my father!”

35But he replied, “Your brother came de-
ceitfully and took your blessing.”

#27:27 Lit smelled the smell of
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36So hesaid, “Isn'therightly named Jacob?*
For he has cheated me twice now. He took my
birthright, and look, now he has taken my
blessing.” Then he asked, “Haven't you saved
ablessing for me?”
37But Isaac answered Esau, “Look, I have
made him a master over you, have given him
all of his relatives as his servants, and have
sustained him with grain and new wine. What
then canIdo for you, my son?”
38Esausaid to his father, “Do you have only
one blessing, my father? Bless me too, my fa-
ther!” And Esau wept loudly.®
39His father Isaac answered him,
Look, your dwelling place will be
away from the richness of the land,
away from the dew of the sky above.
40 You will live by your sword,
and you will serve your brother.
But when you rebel,
you will break his yoke from your neck.

ESAU’'S ANGER

4 Esau held a grudge against Jacob because
of theblessing his father had given him. And
Esau determined in his heart: “The days of
mourning for my father are approaching; then
I will kill my brother Jacob.”

42When the words of her older son Esau
werereported to Rebekah, she summoned her
younger son Jacob and said to him, “Listen,
your brother Esau is consoling himself by
planning to kill you. 43 So now, my son, listen
to me. Flee at once to my brother Laban in
Haran, 44and stay with him for a few days
until your brother’s anger subsides — 45 until
your brother's rage turns away from you and
he forgets what you have done to him. Then
I will send for you and bring you back from
there. Why shouldIlose youbothin one day?”

46 So Rebekah said to Isaac, “I'm sick of my
lifebecause of these Hethite girls. If Jacob mar-
ries someone from around here,” like these
Hethite girls, what good is my life?”

JACOB'S DEPARTURE

2 SoIsaac summoned Jacob, blessed him,

and commanded him, “Donot marry a
Canaanite girl.2Go at once to Paddan-aram,
to the house of Bethuel, your mother's father.
Marry one of the daughters of Laban, your
mother’s brother. 3 May God Almighty bless
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you and make you fruitful and multiply you
so that you become an assembly of peoples.
4May God give you and your offspring the
blessing of Abraham so that you may possess
theland where youlive as a foreigner, theland
God gave to Abraham.” 5So Isaac sent Jacob
to Paddan-aram, to Laban son of Bethuel the
Aramean, thebrother of Rebekah, the mother
of Jacob and Esau.

5Esaunoticed thatIsaacblessed Jacob and
sent him to Paddan-aram to get a wife there.
When heblessed him, Isaac commanded Jacob,
“Do not marry a Canaanite girl.”? And Jacob
listened to his father and mother and went to
Paddan-aram. 8 Esau realized that his father
Isaac disapproved of the Canaanite women,
950 Esau went to Ishmael and married, in ad-
dition to his other wives, Mahalath daughter
ofIshmael, Abraham'’s son. She was the sister
of Nebaioth.

JACOB AT BETHEL

0Jacob left Beer-sheba and went toward Ha-
ran."Hereached a certain place and spent the
night there because the sun had set. He took
one of the stones from the place, put it there
athishead, and lay down in that place.? And
hedreamed: A stairway was set on the ground
withits top reaching the sky, and God's angels
were going up and down onit. The LORD was
standing there beside him,® saying, “I am the
LorD, the God of your father Abraham and
the God of Isaac. I will give you and your off-
spring theland on which you are lying. " Your
offspring will be like the dust of the earth, and
youwill spread out toward the west, the east,
the north, and the south. All the peoples on
earth will be blessed through you and your
offspring. " Look, I am with you and will watch
over youwherever you go.Iwillbring youback
tothisland, forIwillnotleave you until have
done what I have promised you.”

6 When Jacob awoke from his sleep, he said,
“Surely the LorD is in this place, and I did not
know it.” 7 He was afraid and said, “What an
awesome place thisis! Thisisnone other than
the house of God. This is the gate of heaven.”

8 Early in the morning Jacob took the stone
that wasnear hishead and setitup as amark-
er. Hepoured oil on top of it and named the
place Bethel," though previously the city was
named Luz.2° Then Jacob made a vow: “If God

#27:36 =He Grasps the Heel ©27:38 Lit Esau lifted up his voice and wept °27:40 Hb obscure °27:46 Lit someone like these
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will be with me and watch over me during
this journey I'm making, if he provides me
with food to eat and clothing to wear, 2! and if
Ireturn safely to my father’s family, then the
LorD will be my God. 22 This stone that [ have
set up as a marker will be God's house, and I
will give to you a tenth of all that you give me.”

JACOB MEETS RACHEL

2 Jacobresumed his journey*and went
to the eastern country.?2Helooked and

sawawellinafield. Three flocks of sheep were
lying there beside it because the sheep were
watered from this well. But alarge stone cov-
ered the opening of the well. 3 The shepherds
would roll the stone from the opening of the
well and water the sheep when all the flocks®
were gathered there. Then they would return
the stone toits place over the well's opening.

4Jacob asked the men at the well, “My broth-
ers! Where are you from?”

“We're from Haran,” they answered.

5“Do you know Laban grandson of Nahor?"”
Jacob asked them.

They answered, “We know him."

6“Is he well?” Jacob asked.

“Yes,” they said, “and here is his daughter
Rachel, coming with his sheep.”

7Then Jacob said, “Look, it is still broad
daylight. It's not time for the animals to be
gathered. Water the flock, then go out and
let them graze.”

8But they replied, “We can't until all the
flocks have been gathered and the stone is
rolled from the well's opening. Then we will
water the sheep.”

9While he was still speaking with them,
Rachel came with her father's sheep, for she
was a shepherdess. '® As soon as Jacob saw
his uncle Laban’'s daughter Rachel with his
sheep,” he wentup and rolled the stone from
the opening and watered his uncle Laban’s
sheep. " Then Jacob kissed Rachel and wept
loudly.f ?He told Rachel that he was her fa-
ther's relative, Rebekah's son. She ran and
told her father.

JACOB DECEIVED

3When Laban heard thenews about his sister’s
son Jacob, he ran to meet him, hugged him,
and kissed him. Then he took him to hishouse,
and Jacob told him all that had happened.

®

4 Laban said to him, “Yes, you are my own
flesh and blood.”*

After Jacob had stayed with him a month,
5 Laban said to him, “Just because you're my
relative, should you work for me for nothing?
Tell me what your wages should be.”

6 Now Laban had two daughters: the older
wasnamed Leah, and the younger was named
Rachel.7Leah had tender eyes, but Rachel was
shapely and beautiful. '® Jacob loved Rachel],
so he answered Laban, “I'll work for you sev-
enyears for your younger daughter Rachel.”

YLaban replied, “Better that I give her to
you than to some other man. Stay with me.”
2050 Jacob worked seven years for Rachel,
and they seemed like only a few days to him
because of his love for her.

21Then Jacob said to Laban, “Since my time
is complete, give me my wife, so I can sleep
with®her."22So Laban invited all the men of the
place and sponsored a feast. 23 That evening,
Laban took his daughter Leah and gave her
to Jacob, and he slept with her. 24 And Laban
gave his slave Zilpah to his daughter Leah as
her slave.

2>When morning came, there was Leah! So
hesaid to Laban, “Whatis this you have done
to me? Wasn't it for Rachel that I worked for
you? Why have you deceived me?”

26] aban answered, “Itis not the custom in
this place to give the younger daughter in
marriage before the firstborn. 22 Complete
this week of wedding celebration, and we
will also give you this younger one in return
forworking yet another seven years for me.”

28 And Jacob did just that. He finished the
week of celebration, and Laban gave him his
daughter Rachel as his wife.2? And Laban gave
his slave Bilhah to his daughter Rachel as her
slave. 39 Jacob slept with Rachel also, and in-
deed, he loved Rachel more than Leah. And
he worked for Laban another seven years.

JACOB'S SONS

31When the LorD saw that Leah was unloved,
he opened her womb; but Rachel was unable
to conceive. 32 Leah conceived, gave birth to
a son, and named him Reuben, " for she said,
“The LorD has seen my affliction; surely my
husband will love me now.”

33 She conceived again, gave birth to a son,
and said, “The LorD heard that I am unloved

#29:1Lit Jacob picked up his feet  ©29:1Lit the land of the children of the east 29:3 Sam, some LXX mss read flocks and the
shepherds  °29:10 Lit with the sheep of Laban his mother’s brother £29:11Lit and he lifted his voice and wept "29:14 Lit
my bone and my flesh  ©29:21Lit can go to  "29:32 =See, a Son; in Hb, the name Reuben sounds like “has seen my affliction.”
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and has given me this son also.” So she named
him Simeon.*

34 She conceived again, gave birth to a son,
and said, “At last, my husband will become
attached to me because I have borne three
sons for him.” Therefore he was named Levi.®

35 And she conceived again, gave birth to a
son, and said, “This timeIwill praise the LORD.”
Therefore shenamed him Judah.“Then Leah
stopped having children.

3 When Rachel saw that she was not

bearing Jacob any children, she en-
vied her sister. “Give me sons, or I will die!”
she said to Jacob.

2Jacobbecame angry with Rachel and said,
“Am Iin God's place, who has withheld off-
spring® from you?”

3Then she said, “Here is my maid Bilhah.
Go sleep with her, and she’ll bear children
for me* so that through herItoo canbuild a
family.” 4 So Rachel gave her slave Bilhah to
Jacob as awife, and he slept with her.3Bilhah
conceived and boreJacob a son.®Rachel said,
“God hasvindicated me; yes, hehasheard me
and givenme a son,” so shenamed him Dan.*

7Rachel’s slave Bilhah conceived again and
bore Jacob a second son.®Rachel said, “Inmy
wrestlings with God, “Thave wrestled with my
sisterand won,” and she named him Naphtali."

9When Leah saw that shehad stopped having
children, she took her slave Zilpah and gave
her to Jacob as a wife. °Leah’s slave Zilpah
boreJacobason."Then Leah said, “What good
fortune! "' and she named him Gad.’

12ZWhen Leah’s slave Zilpah bore Jacob a sec-
ondson, " Leah said, “ am happy that the wom-
en call me happy,” so she named him Asher.

4 Reuben went out during the wheat har-
vest and found some mandrakes in the field.
When he brought them to his mother Leah,
Rachel asked, “Please give me some of your
son’s mandrakes.”

5But Leah replied to her, “Isn't it enough
that you have taken my husband? Now you
also want to take my son’s mandrakes?”

“Well then,” Rachel said, “he can sleep with
you tonightin exchange for your son’'s man-
drakes.”

6 When Jacob came in from the field that
evening, Leah went out to meet him and said,
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“Youmust come with me, for [have hired you
withmy son's mandrakes.” So Jacob slept with
her that night.

7God listened to Leah, and she conceived
and bore Jacob a fifth son. *® Leah said, “God
has rewarded me for giving my slave to my
husband,” and she named him Issachar.

9 Then Leah conceived again and bore Ja-
cob a sixth son. 2°“God has given me a good
gift,” Leah said. “This time my husband will
honor me because I have borne six sons for
him,” and she named him Zebulun." 2' Later,
Leahbore a daughter and named her Dinah.

22Then God remembered Rachel. He listened
to her and opened her womb. 23 She conceived
and bore a son, and she said, “God has taken
away my disgrace.” 24 She named him Joseph"
and said, “May the LorD add another son tome.”

JACOB'S FLOCKS MULTIPLY

25 After Rachel gave birth to Joseph, Jacob said
to Laban, “Send me on my way so that I can
return to my homeland. 26 Give me my wives
and my children that I have worked for, and
let me go. You know how hard I have worked
for you.”

27But Laban said to him, “If I have found
favor with you, stay.I havelearned by divina-
tion that the LorD has blessed me because of
you.” 22 Then Laban said, “Name your wages,
and [ will pay them.”

29§50 Jacob said to him, “You know how I
have served you and how your herds have
fared with me.3°For you had very littlebefore
I came, but now your wealth has increased.
The LorD hasblessed you because of me. And
now, when will I also do something for my
own family?”

31Laban asked, “What should I give you?"”

And Jacob said, “You don't need to give me
anything.If you do this one thing for me, I'will
continue to shepherd and keep your flock.
32Let me go through all your sheep today and
remove every sheep thatis speckled or spotted,
every dark-colored sheep among the lambs,
and the spotted and speckled among the fe-
male goats. Such will be my wages. 33In the
future when you come to check on my wages,
my honesty will testify for me. If [ have any
female goats that are not speckled or spotted,

#29:33 In Hb, the name Simeon sounds like “has heard.”

the name Judah sounds like “praise.” °30:2 Lit the fruit of the womb

£29:34 In Hb, the name Levi sounds like “attached to.”
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or any lambs that are not black, they will be
considered stolen.”

34%Good,” said Laban. “Letitbe as you have
said.”

35Thatday Laban removed the streaked and
spotted male goats and all the speckled and
spotted female goats — every one that had
any white onit— and every dark-colored one
among the lambs, and he placed his sons in
charge of them. 3¢ He put a three-day journey
between himself and Jacob. Jacob, meanwhile,
was shepherding the rest of Laban'’s flock.

37Jacob then took branches of fresh poplar,
almond, and plane wood, and peeled thebark,
exposing white stripes on thebranches. 3¢ He
set the peeled branches in the troughsin front
of the sheep — in the water channels where
the sheep came to drink. And the sheep bred
when they came to drink. 3° The flocks bred
in front of the branches and bore streaked,
speckled, and spotted young. 4° Jacob sepa-
rated thelambs and made the flocks face the
streaked sheep and the completely dark sheep
in Laban’s flocks. Then he set his own stock
apartand didn’t put them with Laban's sheep.

“"Whenever the stronger of the flock were
breeding, Jacob placed the branches in the
troughs, in full view of the flocks, and they
wouldbreed in front of thebranches. 42 As for
the weaklings of the flocks, he did not put out
the branches. So it turned out that the weak
sheep belonged to Laban and the stronger
ones to Jacob. 43 And the man became very
rich.* He had many flocks, female and male
slaves, and camels and donkeys.

JACOB SEPARATES FROM LABAN

3 Now Jacob heard what Laban's sons

were saying: “Jacob has taken all that
was our father's and has built this wealth from
whatbelonged to our father.”2 And Jacob saw
from Laban's face that his attitude toward him
was not the same as before.

3The LorD said to him, “Go back to theland
of your fathers and to your family, and I will
be with you.”

4Jacob had Rachel and Leah called to the
field where his flocks were. > He said to them,
“Icansee from your father's face that his atti-
tude toward meis not the same as before, but
the God of my father has been with me. ¢ You
know that with allmy strength I have served
your father”and that he has cheated me and

®

changed my wages ten times. But God has
notlethim harm me. 8 If he said, ‘The spotted
sheep will be your wages,’ then all the sheep
were born spotted. If he said, ‘The streaked
sheep will be your wages,’ then all the sheep
were born streaked. ®° God has taken away
your father's herds and given them to me.

10“When the flocks were breeding, Isawina
dream that the streaked, spotted, and speckled
males were mating with the females. ™ In that
dream the angel of God said to me, ‘Jacob!’
and I said, ‘Here I am." ? And he said, ‘Look
up and see: all the males that are mating with
theflocks are streaked, spotted, and speckled,
forThave seen all that Laban has been doing
to you. I am the God of Bethel, where you
poured oil on the stone marker and made a
solemn vow to me. Get up, leave thisland, and
return to your native land."”

14Then Rachel and Leah answered him,
“Do we have any portion or inheritance in
our father's family? "> Are we not regarded by
him as outsiders? For he has sold us and has
certainly spent our purchase price. "¢ In fact,
all the wealth that God has taken away from
our father belongs to us and to our children.
So do whatever God has said to you.”

7So Jacob got up and put his children and
wives on the camels. ' He took all thelivestock
and possessions he had acquired in Paddan-
aram, and he drove his herds to go to theland
of Canaan, to his father Isaac.’ When Laban
had gone to shearhis sheep, Rachel stole her fa-
ther'shouseholdidols.2° And Jacob deceived®
Laban the Aramean, not telling him that he
was fleeing. 2" He fled with all his possessions,
crossed the Euphrates, and headed for® the
hill country of Gilead.

LABAN OVERTAKES JACOB

22(Qn the third day Laban was told that Jacob
had fled. 23 So he took his relatives with him,
pursued Jacob for seven days, and overtook
him in the hill country of Gilead. 2#But God
came to Laban the Arameaninadream atnight.
“Watch yourself!” God warned him. “Don’t
say anything to Jacob, either good or bad.”
25 When Laban overtook Jacob, Jacob had
pitched his tentin the hill country,and Laban
and hisrelatives also pitched their tents in the
hill country of Gilead. 26 Laban said to Jacob,
“What have you done? You have deceived me
and taken my daughters away like prisoners

#30:43 Lit The man spread out very much, very much °31:20 Lit And he stole the heart of “31:21Lit and set his face to
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of war! 2? Why did you secretly flee from me,
deceive me, and not tell me? I would have sent
you away withjoy and singing, with tambou-
rines and lyres, 22but you didn't even let me
kiss my grandchildren and my daughters. You
have acted foolishly. 21 could do you great
harm, but last night the God of your father
said to me: ‘Watch yourself! Don't say anything
toJacob, either good orbad. 3° Now you have
gone off because you long for your father's
family —but why have you stolen my gods?”

31Jacob answered, “Iwas afraid, for I thought
you would take your daughters from me by
force.32If you find your gods with anyone here,
hewillnotlive! Before our relatives, point out
anything that is yours and take it.” Jacob did
not know that Rachel had stolen the idols.

3350 Laban went into Jacob's tent, Leah's
tent, and the tents of the two concubines,*
but he found nothing. When he left Leah’s
tent, he went into Rachel’s tent. 3 Now Ra-
chel had taken Laban's household idols, put
them in the saddlebag of the camel, and sat
on them. Laban searched the whole tent but
found nothing.

35She said to her father, “Don’'t be angry, my
lord, thatI cannot stand up in your presence;
I am having my period.” So Laban searched,
but could not find the household idols.

JACOB’S COVENANT WITH LABAN

36 Then Jacob became incensed and brought
charges against Laban. “What is my crime? " he
said to Laban. “What is my sin, that you have
pursued me? 3 You've searched all my pos-
sessions! Have you found anything of yours?®
Putitherebefore my relatives and yours, and
let them decide between the two of us. 38I've
been with you these twenty years. Your ewes
and female goats have not miscarried, and I
have not eaten the rams from your flock. 3°1
didnotbring you any of the flock torn by wild
beasts; I myself bore the loss. You demanded
payment from me for what was stolenby day or
bynight.4°ThereIwas — the heat consumed
me by day and the frost by night, and sleep
fled from my eyes. 4 For twenty years in your
householdIserved you — fourteen years for
your two daughters and six years for your
flocks — and you have changed my wages
ten times! 42If the God of my father, the God
of Abraham, the Fear of Isaac, had not been
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with me, certainly now you would have sent
me off empty-handed. But God has seen my
affliction and my hard work, “ and he issued
his verdict last night.”

43Then Laban answered Jacob, “The daugh-
ters are my daughters; the sons, my sons; and
the flocks, my flocks! Everything you see is
mine! But what canIdo today for these daugh-
tersof mine or for the children they have borne?
44 Come now, let's make a covenant, you and
L. Letit be a witness between the two of us.”

4550 Jacob picked out a stone and set it up
asamarker.46 Then Jacob said to his relatives,
“Gather stones.” And they took stones and
made a mound, then ate there by the mound.
47Labannamed the mound Jegar-sahadutha,
but Jacob named it Galeed.®

48Then Laban said, “This moundis a witness
between you and me today.” Therefore the
place was called Galeed #° and also Mizpah,*
forhesaid, “May the LorD watch between you
and me when we are out of each other's sight.
501f you mistreat my daughters or take other
wives, though no one is with us, understand
that God will be a witness between you and
me." 3'Laban also said to Jacob, “Look at this
mound and the marker I have set up between
you and me. 32 This mound is a witness and
themarkeris a witness thatIwillnot pass be-
yond this mound to you, and you will not pass
beyond this mound and this marker to do me
harm. 53 The God of Abraham, and the gods
of Nahor — the gods of their father” — will
judge between us.” And Jacob swore by the
Fear of his fatherIsaac. >4 Then Jacob offered
a sacrifice on the mountain and invited his
relatives to eat a meal. So they ate a meal and
spent the night on the mountain. > Laban got
up early in the morning, kissed his grandchil-
dren and daughters, and blessed them. Then
Laban left to return home.

PREPARING TO MEET ESAU

3 Jacobwent on his way, and God's angels
met him. 2When he saw them, Jacob
said, “This is God's camp.” So he called that
place Mahanaim.¢
3 Jacob sent messengers ahead of him to
his brother Esau in the land of Seir, the ter-
ritory of Edom. 4 He commanded them, “You
are to say to my lord Esau, ‘This is what your
servant Jacob says. I have been staying with

#31:33 Lit servants  ©31:37 Lit What have you found from all of the possessions of your house?  31:42 Lit and the work
of my hands  °31:47 Jegar-sahadutha is Aramaic, and Galeed is Hb; both names = Mound of Witness £31:49 =Watchtower
31:53 Two Hb mss, LXX omit the gods of their father ~©32:2 =Two Camps
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Laban and have been delayed untilnow.5 I have
oxen, donkeys, flocks, and male and female
slaves.Ihave sent this message to inform my
lord, in order to seek your favor."”

6When the messengers returned to Jacob,
they said, “We went to your brother Esau; he
is coming to meet you — and he has four hun-
dred men with him.”? Jacob was greatly afraid
and distressed; he divided the people with him
into two camps, along with the flocks, herds,
and camels. 8 He thought, “If Esau comes to
one camp and attacks it, the remaining one
can escape.”

9Then Jacob said, “God of my father Abra-
ham and God of my father Isaac, the LORD
who said to me, ‘Go back to your land and to
your family, and I will cause you to prosper,
0Tam unworthy of all the kindness and faith-
fulness you have shown your servant.Indeed,
I crossed over the Jordan with my staff, and
now I havebecome two camps. " Please rescue
me from my brother Esau, for I am afraid of
him; otherwise, he may come and attack me,
the mothers, and their children. '? You have
said, ‘T will cause you to prosper, and I will
make your offspring like the sand of the sea,
too numerous to be counted.””

3He spent thenight there and took part of
whathe had brought with him as a gift for his
brother Esau: *two hundred female goats,
twenty male goats, two hundred ewes, twenty
rams,  thirty milk camels with their young,
forty cows, ten bulls, twenty female donkeys,
and ten male donkeys.® He entrusted them to
his slaves as separate herds and said to them,
“Goonahead of me, and leave some distance
between the herds.”

7 And he told the first one: “When my brother
Esau meets you and asks, ‘Who do you be-
long to? Where are you going? And whose
animals are these ahead of you?' '8 then tell
him, 'They belong to your servant Jacob. They
are a gift sent to my lord Esau. And look, he
isbehind us."”

9 He also told the second one, the third, and
everyone who was walking behind the animals,
“Say the same thing to Esau when you find
him. 2°You are also to say, ‘Look, your servant
Jacob is right behind us.’” For he thought,
“I want to appease Esau with the gift that is
going ahead of me. After that, I can face him,
and perhaps he will forgive me.”

®

28

2150 the gift was sent on ahead of him while
heremainedin the camp thatnight.22During
thenightJacob gotup and took his two wives,
his two slave women, and his eleven sons, and
crossed the ford of Jabbok. 23 He took them
and sent them across the stream, along with
all his possessions.

JACOB WRESTLES WITH GOD

24 Jacob was left alone, and a man wrestled
with him until daybreak. When the man saw
thathe could not defeat him, he struck Jacob'’s
hip socket as they wrestled and dislocated his
hip. 26 Then he said to Jacob, “Let me go, for
itis daybreak.”

But Jacob said, “I will not let you go unless
you bless me.”

27*What is your name? " the man asked.

“Jacob,” he replied.

28“Your name will no longer be Jacob,”
he said. “It will be Israel” because you have
struggled with God and with men and have
prevailed.”

2 Then Jacob asked him, “Please tell me your
name.”

But he answered, “Why do you ask my
name?” And he blessed him there.

30 Jacob then named the place Peniel,® “For
I'have seen God face to face,” he said, “yet my
lifehasbeen spared.”3' The sun shone on him
ashepassed by Penuel“— limping because of
his hip. 32 Thatis why, still today, the Israelites
don't eat the thigh muscle that is at the hip
socket: because he struck Jacob's hip socket
at the thigh muscle.”

JACOB MEETS ESAU

3 Now Jacoblooked up and saw Esau com-
ing toward him with four hundred men.
Sohedivided the children among Leah, Rachel,
and the two slave women. 2He put the slaves
and their children first, Leah and her children
next, and Rachel and Joseph last.3 He himself
went on ahead and bowed to the ground seven
times until he approached his brother.
4But Esau ran to meet him, hugged him,
threw his arms around him, and kissed him.
Then they wept. >When Esau looked up and
saw the women and children, he asked, “Who
are these with you?”
He answered, “The children God has gra-
ciously given your servant.” ¢ Then the slaves

#32:28 In Hb, the name /srael sounds like “he struggled (with) God.” ®32:30 =Face of God ©32:31Variant of Peniel °32:320r
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and their children approached him and bowed
down.” Leah and her children also approached
and bowed down, and then Joseph and Rachel
approached and bowed down.

850 Esau said, “What do you mean by this
whole procession” I met?”

“To find favor with you, my lord,” he an-
swered.

9“Thave enough, mybrother,” Esau replied.
“Keep what you have.”

19ButJacob said, “No, please! If [have found
favor with you, take this gift from me. For
indeed, I have seen your face, and it is like
seeing God's face, since you have accepted
me."Please take my present that was brought
toyou, because God has been gracious to me
andIhave everythingIneed.” So Jacob urged
him until he accepted.

2Then Esau said, “Let'smove on,and I'll go
ahead of you.”

13 Jacob replied, “My lord knows that the
children are weak, and I have nursing flocks
and herds. If they are driven hard for one day;
thewhole herd will die. Let my lord go ahead
of his servant. I will continue on slowly, at a
pace suited to thelivestock and the children,
until I come to my lord at Seir.”

5Esau said, “Let me leave some of my peo-
ple with you.”

Buthereplied, “Why do that? Please indulge
me,® my lord.”

16 That day Esau started on his way back to
Seir, 7but Jacob went to Succoth. He built a
house for himself and shelters for his livestock;
that is why the place was called Succoth.¢

18 After Jacob came from Paddan-aram, he
arrived safely at Shechem in theland of Canaan
and camped in front of the city. He purchased
a section of the field where he had pitched
his tent from the sons of Hamor, Shechem's
father, for a hundred pieces of silver.” 20 And
he setup an altar there and called it God, the
God of Israel.®

DINAH DEFILED

3 4 Leah's daughter Dinah, whom Leah

bore to Jacob, went out to see some
of theyoung women of the area.2When She-
chem — son of Hamor the Hivite, who was
theregion’'s chieftain — saw her, he took her
and raped her. 3 He became infatuated with
Jacob's daughter Dinah. He loved the young
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girl and spoke tenderly to her.F4“Get me this
girl as a wife,” he told his father.

5Jacob heard that Shechem had defiled his
daughter Dinah, but since his sons were with
his livestock in the field, he remained silent
untilthey returned.® Meanwhile, Shechem's fa-
ther Hamor came to speak with Jacob.? Jacob's
sons returned from the field when they heard
about the incident and were deeply grieved
and very angry. For Shechem had committed
an outrage against Israel by raping Jacob's
daughter, and such a thing should notbe done.

8 Hamor said to Jacob's sons, “My son She-
chem has his heart set on your® daughter.
Please give her to him as a wife. ? Intermarry
with us; give your daughters to us, and take
our daughters for yourselves. '° Live with us.
Thelandisbefore you. Settle here, move about,
and acquire property in it."

"Then Shechem said to Dinah's father and
brothers, “Grant me this favor," and I'll give
youwhatever you say.'? Demand of me a high
compensation'and gift; I'll give you whatever
you ask me. Just give the girl to be my wife!”

13ButJacob’s sons answered Shechem and
his father Hamor deceitfully because he had
defiled their sister Dinah. ™ “We cannot do this
thing,” they said to them. “Giving our sister
to an uncircumcised man is a disgrace to us.
5We will agree with you only on this condi-
tion: if all your males are circumcised as we
are. '*Then we will give you our daughters,
take your daughters for ourselves, live with
you, and become one people. 7 Butif you will
not listen to us and be circumcised, then we
will take our daughter and go.”

8 Their words seemed good to Hamor and
his son Shechem. ' The young man did not
delay doing this, because he was delighted
with Jacob’s daughter. Now he was the most
important in all his father’s family. 2° So Ha-
mor and his son Shechem went to the gate of
their city and spoke to the men of their city.

21"These men are peaceful toward us,” they
said. “Let themlive in ourland and move about
in it, for indeed, the region is large enough
for them. Let us take their daughters as our
wives and give our daughters to them. 22 But
the men will agree to live with us and be one
people only on this condition: if all our men
are circumcised as they are. 22 Won't their live-
stock, their possessions, and all their animals

#33:8 Lit camp

®33:15 Lit May I find favor in your eyes ~ “33:17 =Stalls or Huts  °33:19 Lit 100 gesitahs ; the value of this

currencyis unknown £33:20 = E/-Elohe-Israel  F34:3 Lit spoke to her heart °34:8 The Hb word for your is pl, showing that

Hamor is speaking to Jacob and his sons. "34:11 Lit “May [ find favor in your eyes
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become ours? Only let us agree with them,
and they will live with us.”

24 All the men who had come to the city gates
listened to Hamor and his son Shechem, and
allthose men were circumcised. 2> On the third
day, when they were still in pain, two of Ja-
cob's sons, Simeon and Levi, Dinah's brothers,
took their swords, wentinto the unsuspecting
city, and killed every male. 26 They killed Ha-
mor and his son Shechem with their swords,
took Dinah from Shechem's house, and went
away.?’ Jacob's sons came to the slaughter and
plundered the city because their sister had
been defiled. 28 They took their flocks, herds,
donkeys, and whatever was in the cityand in
the field. 2 They captured all their posses-
sions, dependents, and wives and plundered
everything in the houses.

30Then Jacob said to Simeon and Levi, “You
havebrought trouble on me, making me odious
to theinhabitants of theland, the Canaanites
and the Perizzites. We are few in number; if
they unite against me and attack me, I and
my household will be destroyed.”

31But they answered, “Should he treat our
sister like a prostitute?”

RETURN TO BETHEL

3 God said to Jacob, “Get up! Go to Bethel

and settle there. Build an altar there to
the God who appeared to you when you fled
from your brother Esau.”

250 Jacob said to his family and all who
were with him, “Get rid of the foreign gods
that are among you. Purify yourselves and
change your clothes.3Wemust getup and go
to Bethel. Iwill build an altar there to the God
who answered me in my day of distress. He
hasbeen with me everywhere I have gone.”

4Then they gave Jacob all their foreign gods
and their earrings, and Jacob hid them under
the oak near Shechem. > When they set out, a
terror from God came over the cities around
them, and they did not pursue Jacob's sons.
6So0 Jacob and all who were with him came
to Luz (that is, Bethel) in the land of Canaan.
7Jacobbuiltan altar there and called the place
El-bethel”because it was there that God had
revealed himself to him when he was fleeing
from his brother.

8Deborah, the one who had nursed and
raised Rebekah,® died and was buried under

®

30

the oak south of Bethel. So Jacob named it
Allon-bacuth.¢

9God appeared to Jacob again after he re-
turned from Paddan-aram, and he blessed
him. ® God said to him, “Your name is Jacob;
you will no longer be named Jacob, but your
name will be Israel.” So he named him Israel.
"God also said to him, “I am God Almighty.
Be fruitful and multiply. A nation, indeed an
assembly of nations, will come from you, and
kings will descend from you.® 21 will give
to you the land that I gave to Abraham and
Isaac. And I will give the land to your future
descendants.” " Then God withdrew* from
him at the place where he had spoken to him.

14 Jacob set up a marker at the place where
he had spoken to him — a stone marker. He
poured a drink offering on it and anointed it
with oil. " Jacob named the place where God
had spoken with him Bethel.

RACHEL'S DEATH

6 They set out from Bethel. When they were
still some distance from Ephrath, Rachel be-
gan to give birth, and her labor was difficult.
7During her difficultlabor, the midwife said
to her, “Don't be afraid, for you have another
son.” 8 With her last breath — for she was
dying — shenamed him Ben-oni,*but his fa-
ther called him Benjamin.€ " So Rachel died
and was buried on the way to Ephrath (that
is, Bethlehem). 2° Jacob set up a marker on
her grave; it is the marker at Rachel's grave
still today.

ISRAEL'S SONS

2[srael set outagain and pitched his tentbe-
yond the Tower of Eder." 22While Israel was
living in that region, Reuben wentin and slept
with his father's concubine Bilhah, and Israel
heard aboutit.
Jacob had twelve sons:

Leah's sons were Reuben

(Jacob's firstborn),

Simeon, Levi, Judah,

Issachar, and Zebulun.

Rachel's sons were

Joseph and Benjamin.

The sons of Rachel'’s slave Bilhah

were Dan and Naphtali.

The sons of Leah's slave Zilpah

were Gad and Asher.

23

24

25

26

#35:7 = God of Bethel ©35:8 Lit Deborah, Rebekah’s wet nurse ;Gn24:59 ©35:8 = 0ak of Weeping
F35:18 =Son of My Sorrow  ©35:18 = Son of the Right Hand  "35:21 Or beyond Migdal-eder

your loins  35:13 Lit went up
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These are the sons of Jacob, who were born
to him in Paddan-aram.

ISAAC'S DEATH

27 Jacob came to his father Isaac at Mamre in
Kiriath-arba (thatis, Hebron), where Abraham
andIsaachad stayed. 28 Isaaclived 180 years.
29He took his last breath and died, and was
gathered to his people, old and full of days.
His sons Esau and Jacob buried him.

ESAU'S FAMILY

3 6 These are the family records of Esau

(that is, Edom). 2Esau took his wives
from the Canaanite women: Adah daughter
of Elon the Hethite, Oholibamah daughter
of Anah and granddaughter” of Zibeon the
Hivite, 3and Basemath daughter of Ishmael
and sister of Nebaioth. 4 Adah bore Eliphaz
to Esau, Basemath bore Reuel, > and Oholi-
bamah bore Jeush, Jalam, and Korah. These
were Esau’s sons, who were born to him in
the land of Canaan.

6 Esau took his wives, sons, daughters, and
all the people of his household, as well as his
herds, all hislivestock, and all the property he
had acquiredin Canaan; he went to aland away
from his brother Jacob.” For their possessions
were too many for them to live together, and
because of their herds, the land where they
stayed could not support them. 8 So Esau (that
is, Edom) lived in the mountains of Seir.

9These are the family records of Esau, fa-
ther of the Edomites in the mountains of Seir.

10 These are the names of Esau’s sons:
Eliphaz son of Esau’s wife Adah,
and Reuel son of Esau’s wife Basemath.
' The sons of Eliphaz were
Teman, Omar, Zepho, Gatam, and Kenaz.
Timna, a concubine of Esau’s son

Eliphaz,
bore Amalek to Eliphaz.

These are the sons of Esau's wife Adah.

These are Reuel's sons:

Nahath, Zerah, Shammah, and Mizzah.

These are the sons of Esau’s wife
Basemath.

These are the sons of Esau’s wife
Oholibamah

daughter of Anah and granddaughter”®
of Zibeon:
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She bore Jeush, Jalam, and Korah
to Edom.

These are the chiefs among Esau’s sons:

the sons of Eliphaz, Esau'’s firstborn:

chief Teman, chief Omar, chief Zepho,
chief Kenaz,

chief Korah,® chief Gatam, and chief
Amalek.

These are the chiefs descended
from Eliphaz

in theland of Edom.

These are the sons of Adah.

16

7" These are the sons of Reuel, Esau’s son:

chief Nahath, chief Zerah, chief
Shammah, and chief Mizzah.

These are the chiefs descended
from Reuel

in the land of Edom.

These are the sons of Esau’s wife
Basemath.

These are the sons of Esau’s wife
Oholibamah:

chief Jeush, chief Jalam, and chief
Korah.

These are the chiefs descended
from Esau’s wife Oholibamah

daughter of Anah.

These are the sons of Esau
(thatis, Edom),

and these are their chiefs.

SEIR'S FAMILY

20 These are the sons of Seir the Horite,
the inhabitants of the land:
Lotan, Shobal, Zibeon, Anah,
Dishon, Ezer, and Dishan.
These are the chiefs among the Horites,
the sons of Seir, in the land of Edom.
The sons of Lotan were Hori
and Heman.
Timna was Lotan's sister.
These are Shobal's sons:
Alvan, Manahath, Ebal, Shepho,
and Onam.
These are Zibeon's sons:
Aiah and Anah.
This was the Anah who found
the hot springs©in the wilderness
while he was pasturing the donkeys
of his father Zibeon.

21

22

23

24

#36:2,14 Sam, LXX read Anah son ®36:16 Sam omits Korah “36:24 Syr,Vg; Tg reads the mules ; Hb obscure
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25 These are the children of Anah:
Dishon and Oholibamah
daughter of Anah.
26 These are Dishon'’s sons:
Hemdan, Eshban, Ithran, and Cheran.
27 These are Ezer's sons:
Bilhan, Zaavan, and Akan.
28 These are Dishan's sons: Uz and Aran.

29 These are the chiefs among the Horites:
chief Lotan, chief Shobal, chief Zibeon,
chief Anah,
30 chief Dishon, chief Ezer, and chief
Dishan.
These are the chiefs among the Horites,
clan by clan,”in the land of Seir.

RULERS OF EDOM

31 These are the kings who reigned
in theland of Edom
before any king reigned
over the Israelites:
32 Bela son of Beor reigned in Edom;
the name of his city was Dinhabah.
33 When Bela died, Jobab son of Zerah
from Bozrah reigned in his place.
34 When Jobab died, Husham
from the land of the Temanites
reigned in his place.
35 When Husham died, Hadad
son of Bedad reigned in his place.
He defeated Midian in the field
of Moab;
the name of his city was Avith.
36 When Hadad died, Samlah
from Masrekah reigned in his place.
37 When Samlah died, Shaul
from Rehoboth on the
Euphrates River reigned in his place.
38 When Shaul died, Baal-hanan
son of Achbor reigned in his place.
39 When Baal-hanan son of Achbor died,
Hadar® reigned in his place.
His city was Pau, and his wife's name
was Mehetabel
daughter of Matred daughter
of Me-zahab.

40 These are the names of Esau’s chiefs,
according to their families
and their localities,
by their names:

chief Timna, chief Alvah, chief Jetheth,
41 chief Oholibamah, chief Elah, chief
Pinon,
42 chief Kenaz, chief Teman, chief Mibzar,
43 chief Magdiel, and chief Iram.
These are Edom'’s chiefs,
according to their settlements
in the land they possessed.
Esau‘was father of the Edomites.

JOSEPH'S DREAMS

37 Jacoblivedin theland where his father
had stayed, theland of Canaan.2These
are the family records of Jacob.

At seventeen years of age, Joseph tended
sheep with his brothers. The young man was
working with the sons of Bilhah and Zilpah,
his father's wives, and hebroughtabad report
about them to their father.

3Now Israel loved Joseph more than his
other sons because Joseph was a son born
to him in his old age, and he made a robe of
many colors® for him. 4 When his brothers
saw that their father loved him more than all
his brothers, they hated him and could not
bring themselves to speak peaceably to him.

5Then Joseph had a dream. When he told
itto his brothers, they hated him even more.
6He said to them, “Listen to this dream I had:
"There we were, binding sheaves of grain in
the field. Suddenly my sheaf stood up, and
your sheaves gathered around it and bowed
down to my sheaf.”

8"Areyoureally going to reign over us? " his
brothers asked him. “Are you really going to
ruleus? " So they hated him even more because
of his dream and what he had said.

9Then he had another dream and told it to
his brothers. “Look,” he said, “I had another
dream, and this time the sun, moon, and eleven
stars were bowing down to me.”

19 He told his father and brothers, and his
father rebuked him. “What kind of dream is
this that you have had?” he said. “Am I and
your mother and your brothers really going
to come and bow down to the ground before
you? ""Hisbrothers werejealous of him, but
his father kept the matter in mind.

JOSEPHSOLD INTO SLAVERY

12His brothers had gone to pasture their fa-
ther's flocks at Shechem. ' Israel said to Joseph,

#36:30 Lit Horites, for their chiefs ©36:39 Many Hb mss, Sam, Syr read Hadad

sleeves ; see 25m13:18,19
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“Your brothers, you know, are pasturing the
flocks at Shechem. Get ready.I'm sending you
to them.”

“I'm ready,” Joseph replied.

4 Then Israel said to him, “Go and see how
your brothers and the flocks are doing, and
bring word back to me.” So he sent him from
the Hebron Valley, and he went to Shechem.

5 Aman found him there, wandering in the
field, and asked him, “What are you looking
for?”

16“I'mlooking for my brothers,” Joseph said.
“Can you tell me where they are pasturing
their flocks?”

7“They've moved on from here,” the man
said. “Theard them say, ‘Let’s go to Dothan."”
SoJosephsetoutafter hisbrothers and found
them at Dothan.

8They saw himin the distance, and before
hehadreached them, they plotted to kill him.
Y They said to one another, “Oh, look, here
comes that dream expert!” 2 So now, come
on, let'skill him and throw him into one of the
pits.? We can say thata vicious animal ate him.
Then we'll see whatbecomes of his dreams!”

21'When Reuben heard this, he tried to save
him from them.¢He said, “Let’s not take his life.”
22Reuben also said to them, “Don't shed blood.
Throw himinto this pitin the wilderness, but
don'tlayahand on him” —intending to rescue
him from them and return him to his father.

23When Joseph came to his brothers, they
stripped off Joseph's robe, the robe of many
colors that he had on. 24 Then they took him
and threw him into the pit. The pit was empty,
without water.

25They sat down to eat a meal, and when
they looked up, there was a caravan of Ish-
maelites coming from Gilead. Their camels
were carrying aromatic gum, balsam, and
resin, going down to Egypt.

26 Judah said to his brothers, “What do we
gain if we kill our brother and cover up his
blood? 27 Come on, let's sell him to the Ish-
maelites and not lay a hand on him, for he is
our brother,our own flesh,” and his brothers
agreed.?® When Midianite traders passed by,
his brothers pulled Joseph out of the pit and
sold him for twenty pieces of silver to the Ish-
maelites, who took Joseph to Egypt.

29 When Reuben returned to the pit and saw
that Joseph wasnot there, he tore his clothes.
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30 He wentback to hisbrothers and said, “The
boy is gone! What am I going to do?"° 3'So
they took Joseph's robe, slaughtered a male
goat, and dipped therobeinitsblood.32They
sent the robe of many colors to their father
and said, “We found this. Examineit.Isit your
son's robe or not?”

33His father recognized it. “It is my son’s
robe," he said. "A vicious animal has devoured
him. Joseph hasbeen torn to pieces!"34 Then
Jacob tore his clothes, put sackcloth around
his waist,and mourned for his son many days.
35 All his sons and daughters tried to comfort
him, but he refused to be comforted. “No,"
he said. “I will go down to Sheol to my son,
mourning.” And his father wept for him.

36 Meanwhile, the Midianites sold Josephin
Egypt to Potiphar, an officer of Pharaoh and
the captain of the guards.

JUDAH AND TAMAR

3 Atthat time Judahlefthisbrothers and

settled near an Adullamitenamed Hirah.
2There Judah saw the daughter of a Canaanite
named Shua; he took her asa wife and slept with
her.3 She conceived and gave birth to a son, and
he named him Er. 4 She conceived again, gave
birthtoason,andnamed him Onan. > She gave
birth to another son and named him Shelah.
It was at Chezib that®F she gave birth to him.

6 Judah gotawife for Er, his firstborn, and her
name was Tamar.” Now Er, Judah's firstborn,
was evil in the LorD’s sight, and the LoRD put
him to death.8 Then Judah said to Onan, “Sleep
withyourbrother's wife. Perform your duty as
herbrother-in-law and produce offspring for
your brother.” °But Onan knew that the off-
spring would notbe his, so whenever he slept
with hisbrother's wife, he released his semen
on the ground so that he would not produce
offspring for hisbrother.'® What he did was evil
inthe LorD's sight, so he put him to death also.

"Then Judah said to his daughter-in-law
Tamar, “Remain a widow in your father's house
untilmy son Shelah grows up.” For he thought,
“Hemightdie too, like hisbrothers.” So Tamar
went to live in her father's house.

12 After along time®Judah's wife, the daugh-
ter of Shua, died. When Judah had finished
mourning, he and his friend Hirah the Adul-
lamite went up to Timnah to his sheepshear-
ers. 3 Tamar was told, “Your father-in-law is
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going up to Timnah to shear his sheep.” " So
she took off her widow's clothes, veiled her
face, covered herself, and sat at the entrance
to Enaim,” which is on the way to Timnah.
For she saw that, though Shelah had grown
up, she had not been given to him as a wife.
5When Judah saw her, he thought she was a
prostitute, for she had covered her face.

6 He went over to her and said, “Come, let
me sleep with you,” for he did not know that
she was his daughter-in-law.

She said, “What will you give me for sleep-
ing with me?”

17T will send you a young goat from my
flock,” he replied.

But she said, “Only if you leave something
with me until you send it.”

8“What should I give you?" he asked.

She answered, “Your signet ring, your cord,
and the staffin your hand.” So he gave them to
her and slept with her, and shebecame preg-
nantby him." She gotup and left, then removed
herveil and puther widow's clothes back on.

20When Judah sent the young goat by his
friend the Adullamite in order to getback the
items he had left with the woman, he could
not find her.2'He asked the men of the place,
“Where is the cult prostitute who wasbeside
theroad at Enaim?”

“There has been no cult prostitute here,”
they answered.

2250 the Adullamite returned to Judah,
saying, “I couldn't find her, and besides, the
men of the place said, ‘There hasbeenno cult
prostitute here.'”

23 Judahreplied, “Let her keep theitems for
herself; otherwise we willbecome alaughing-
stock. Afterall, 1did send this young goat, but
you couldn't find her.”

24 About three months later Judah was told,
“Your daughter-in-law, Tamar, hasbeen acting
like a prostitute, and now she is pregnant.”

“Bring her out,” Judah said, “and let her be
burned to death!”

25 Asshe wasbeing brought out, she sent her
father-in-law thismessage: “Iam pregnant by
the man to whom these items belong.” And
sheadded, “"Examine them. Whose signet ring,
cord, and staff are these?"”

26 Judah recognized them and said, “She is
more in the right® than I, since I did not give

®

her to my son Shelah.” And he did not know
her intimately again.

27When the time came for her to give birth,
there were twins in her womb. 28 As she was
giving birth, one of them put out his hand, and
the midwife took it and tied a scarlet thread
around it, announcing, “This one came out
first.” 22 But then he pulled his hand back,
out came his brother, and she said, “What a
breakout you have made for yourself! " So he
was named Perez.¢ 30 Then his brother, who
had the scarlet thread tied to his hand, came
out, and was named Zerah."

JOSEPH IN POTIPHAR'S HOUSE

3 Now Josephhadbeen taken to Egypt. An
Egyptiannamed Potiphar, an officer of
Pharaoh and the captain of the guards, bought
him from the Ishmaelites who had brought
him there. 2The LorD was with Joseph, and
he became a successful man, serving*in the
household of his Egyptian master. 3 When his
master saw that the LorD was with him and
that the LorD made everything he did suc-
cessful, 4Joseph found favor with his master
and became his personal attendant. Potiphar
also put him in charge of his household and
placed all that he owned under his authority.”
5From the time that he put him in charge of
his household and of all that he owned, the
Lorpblessed the Egyptian’s house because of
Joseph. The LorD's blessing was on all that he
owned, in his house and in his fields. ¢ He left
all that he owned under Joseph's authority; ¢
hedid not concern himself with anything ex-
cept the food he ate.
Now Joseph was well-builtand handsome.
7 After some time" his master's wife looked
longingly at Joseph and said, “Sleep with me.”
8Butherefused. “Look," he said to his mas-
ter's wife, “with me here my master does not
concern himself with anything in his house,
and he has put all that he owns under my au-
thority.'" No onein this houseis greater thanI
am. He has withheld nothing from me except
you, because you are his wife. So how could
I do this immense evil, and how could I sin
against God?"
10 Although she spoke to Joseph day after day,
he refused to go to bed with her.” " Now one
day hewentinto the house to do his work, and

#38:14 Or sat by the mouth of the springs
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none of the household servants were there.”
12She grabbed him by his garment and said,
“Sleep with me!” But leaving his garment in
herhand, he escaped and ran outside.®» When
shesaw that he had left his garment with her
and had run outside, 14 she called her house-
hold servants. “Look,” she said to them, “my
husband brought a Hebrew man to make fools
of us. He came to me so he could sleep with
me, andIscreamed asloudasIcould.™ When
he heard me screaming for help,® he left his
garment beside me and ran outside.”

16 She putJoseph's garmentbeside her until
hismaster came home. ” Then she told him the
same story: “The Hebrew slave you brought
to us came to make a fool of me, ¥but whenI
screamed for help,“helefthis garmentbeside
me and ran outside.”

9When his master heard the story his wife
told him — “These are the things your slave
did to me” — he was furious 2°and had him
thrown into prison, where theking's prisoners
were confined. So Joseph was there in prison.

JOSEPH IN PRISON

21But the LorD was with Joseph and extended
kindness to him. He granted him favor with
the prison warden. 22 The warden put all the
prisoners who were in the prison under Jo-
seph’s authority,” and he was responsible for
everything that was done there.?3 The warden
did notbother with anything under Joseph's
authority,® because the LorD was with him,
and the LorD made everything that he did
successful.

JOSEPH INTERPRETS TWO PRISONERS’ DREAMS
4 After this, the king of Egypt's cupbear-
er and baker offended their master,
the king of Egypt. 2Pharaoh was angry with
his two officers, the chief cupbearer and the
chief baker, 3 and put them in custody in the
house of the captain of the guards in the prison
where Joseph was confined. 4 The captain of
the guards assigned Joseph to them as their
personal attendant, and they were in custody
for some time."
5The king of Egypt’'s cupbearer and baker,
who were confined in the prison, each had a
dream. Both had a dream on the same night,
and each dream had its own meaning. When
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Joseph came to them in the morning, he saw
that theylooked distraught.” So he asked Pha-
raoh’s officers who were in custody with him
in his master’s house, “Why do you look so
sad today?”

8“We had dreams,” they said to him, “but
there is no one to interpret them.”

Then Joseph said to them, “Don’tinterpre-
tations belong to God? Tell me your dreams.”

9So the chief cupbearer told his dream to
Joseph: “Inmy dream there was a vine in front
of me.°0n the vine were three branches. As
soonasitbudded, its blossoms came outand
its clusters ripened into grapes. "Pharaoh's
cup was in my hand, and I took the grapes,
squeezed them into Pharaoh’s cup, and placed
the cup in Pharaoh’s hand.”

12%This is its interpretation,” Joseph said
to him. “The three branches are three days.
3In just three days Pharaoh will lift up your
head and restore you to your position. You
will put Pharaoh’s cup in his hand the way
you used to when you were his cupbearer.
14But when all goes well for you, remember
thatIwas with you. Please show kindness to
me by mentioning me to Pharaoh, and get
me out of this prison.® For I was kidnapped
from the land of the Hebrews, and even here
I have done nothing that they should put me
in the dungeon.”®

6 When the chief baker saw that the in-
terpretation was positive, he said to Joseph,
“T also had a dream. Three baskets of white
bread were on my head. In the top basket
were all sorts of baked goods for Pharaoh, but
the birds were eating them out of the basket
on my head.”

18“Thisisitsinterpretation,” Josephreplied.
“The threebaskets are three days." Injust three
days Pharaoh will lift up your head — from
off you—and hang you on a tree.” Then the
birds will eat the flesh from your body."'

200n the third day, which was Pharaoh's
birthday, he gave a feast for all his servants.
Heelevated’the chief cupbearer and the chief
baker among his servants.2' Pharaoh restored
the chief cupbearer to his position as cupbearer,
and heplaced the cupin Pharaoh’s hand. 22 But
Pharaohhanged*the chiefbaker,justas Joseph
had explained to them. 2 Yet the chief cupbear-
er did not remember Joseph; he forgot him.
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JOSEPH INTERPRETS PHARAOH'S DREAMS

4 At the end of two years Pharaoh had a

dream: He was standing beside the Nile,
2when seven healthy-looking, well-fed cows
came up from the Nile and began to graze
among the reeds. 3 After them, seven other
cows, sickly and thin, came up from the Nile
and stood beside those cows along the bank of
the Nile. 4 The sickly, thin cows ate the healthy,
well-fed cows. Then Pharaoh woke up. 3He
fell asleep and dreamed a second time: Seven
heads of grain, plump and good, came up on
one stalk. ¢ After them, seven heads of grain,
thin and scorched by the east wind, sprouted
up.”The thin heads of grain swallowed up the
seven plump, full ones. Then Pharaoh woke
up, and it was only a dream.

8 When morning came, he was troubled, so
he summoned all the magicians of Egyptand
allits wise men. Pharaoh told them his dreams,
but no one could interpret them for him.

9Then the chief cupbearer said to Pharaoh,
“Today Iremember my faults.® Pharaoh was
angry with his servants, and he put me and
the chief baker in the custody of the captain
of the guards. "He and I had dreams on the
samenight; each dream had its own meaning.
2Now a young Hebrew, a slave of the captain
of the guards, was with us there. We told him
our dreams, he interpreted our dreams for
us, and each had its own interpretation. 3 It
turned out just the way he interpreted them
to us: I was restored to my position, and the
other man was hanged.”

4Then Pharaoh sent for Joseph, and they
quickly brought him from the dungeon.” He
shaved, changed his clothes, and went to Pha-
raoh.

5 Pharaoh said to Joseph, “I have had a
dream, and no one caninterpretit. But[ have
heard it said about you that you can hear a
dream and interpret it.”

16“T am not able to,” Joseph answered Pha-
raoh. “It is God who will give Pharaoh a fa-
vorable answer."®

7So Pharaoh said to Joseph: “Inmy dreamI
was standing on thebank of the Nile, ¥ when
seven well-fed, healthy-looking cows came
up from the Nile and grazed among the reeds.
9 After them, seven other cows — weak, very
sickly, and thin — came up. I've never seen
such sickly ones as these in all the land of

®

Egypt. 2°Then the thin, sickly cows ate the
first seven well-fed cows. 2 When they had
devoured them, you could not tell that they
had devoured them; their appearance was
asbad as it had been before. Then I woke up.
22Inmy dreamIalso saw seven heads of grain,
fulland good, coming up on one stalk. 23 After
them, seven heads of grain — withered, thin,
and scorched by the east wind — sprouted
up. 2#The thin heads of grain swallowed the
seven good ones.I told this to the magicians,
but no one can tell me what it means.”

25Then Joseph said to Pharaoh, “Pharaoh’s
dreams mean the same thing. God has revealed
toPharaoh what heis about to do. 2% The sev-
en good cows are seven years, and the seven
goodheads are seven years. The dreams mean
the same thing.?” The seven thin, sickly cows
that came up after them are seven years, and
the seven worthless, scorched heads of grain
are seven years of famine.

28“TtisjustasItold Pharaoh: God has shown
Pharaoh whatheis aboutto do.2° Seven years
of great abundance are coming throughout
theland of Egypt. 3¢ After them, seven years of
famine will take place, and all the abundance in
theland of Egypt willbe forgotten. The famine
will devastate theland. 3 The abundancein the
land will not be remembered because of the
famine that follows it, for the famine will be
very severe.32Since the dream was given twice
to Pharaoh, it means that the matter hasbeen
determined by God, and he will carryit out soon.

33"Sonow, let Pharaohlook foradiscerning
and wise man and set him over the land of
Egypt.34LetPharaoh do this: Lethim appoint
overseers over theland and take a fifth of the
harvest of theland of Egypt during the seven
years of abundance. 3 Let them gather all the
excess food during these good years that are
coming. Under Pharaoh's authority, store the
grainin the cities, so they may preserve it as
food.3¢The food willbe areserve for theland
during the seven years of famine that will take
place in the land of Egypt. Then the country
will not be wiped out by the famine.”

JOSEPH EXALTED

37The proposal pleased Pharaoh and all his
servants, 3¢ and he said to them, “Can we find
anyone like this,aman who has God's spirit®
in him?" 3% So Pharaoh said to Joseph, “Since

#41:14 Or pit, or cistern  ®41:16 Or "God will answer Pharaoh with peace of mind.”
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God has made all this known to you, there
isno one as discerning and wise as you are.
40You willbe over my house, and all my people
will obey your commands.” Only I, as king,®
will be greater than you.” 4'Pharaoh also
said to Joseph, “See, I am placing you over
all the land of Egypt.” #2Pharaoh removed
his signet ring from his hand and put it on
Joseph's hand, clothed him with fine linen
garments, and placed a gold chain around
his neck. 43He had Joseph ride in his second
chariot, and servants called out before him,
“Make way!"“ So he placed him over all the
land of Egypt. 44Pharaoh said to Joseph, “I
am Pharaoh and no one will be able to raise
hishand or footin all theland of Egypt with-
outyour permission.”4>Pharaoh gave Joseph
thename Zaphenath-paneah and gave him a
wife, Asenath daughter of Potiphera, priest at
On.” And Joseph went throughout® the land

of Egypt.

JOSEPH'S ADMINISTRATION

46 Joseph was thirty years old when he en-
tered the service of Pharaoh king of Egypt.
Joseph left Pharaoh's presence and traveled
throughout the land of Egypt.

47During the seven years of abundance the
land produced outstanding harvests. 48 Joseph
gathered all the excess food in the land of
Egyptduring the seven years and putitin the
cities. He put the food in every city from the
fields around it. 4° So Joseph stored up grain
insuch abundance —like the sand of the sea
— that he stopped measuring it because it
was beyond measure.

50 Two sons wereborn to Joseph before the
years of famine arrived. Asenath daughter
of Potiphera, priest at On, bore them to him.
51Joseph named the firstborn Manasseh*
and said, “God has made me forget all my
hardship and my whole family.” 52 And the
second son he named Ephraim*® and said,
“God has made me fruitful in the land of my
affliction.”

53Then the seven years of abundancein the
land of Egypt came to an end, 34 and the seven
years of faminebegan, just as Joseph had said.
There was famine in every land, but in the
whole land of Egypt there was food. 3> When
the whole land of Egypt was stricken with
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famine, the people cried out to Pharaoh for
food. Pharaoh told allEgypt, “Go to Joseph and
do whatever he tells you.” 36 Now the famine
had spread across the whole region, so Joseph
opened all the storehouses and sold grain to
the Egyptians, for the famine was severein the
land of Egypt.3 Every land came to Josephin
Egypttobuy grain, for the famine was severe
in every land.

JOSEPH'S BROTHERS INEGYPT

4 When Jacob learned that there was
grainin Egypt, he said to his sons, “Why
do you keep looking at each other? 2Listen,”
he went on, “I have heard there is grain in
Egypt. Go down there and buy some for us
so that we will live and not die.” 3 So ten of
Joseph's brothers went down to buy grain
from Egypt.4ButJacob did not send Joseph's
brother Benjamin with his brothers, for he
thought, “Something might happen to him.”
5The sons of Israel were among those who
came to buy grain, for the famine was in the
land of Canaan. ¢ Joseph was in charge of the
country; he sold grain to all its people. His
brothers came and bowed down before him
with their faces to the ground.” When Joseph
saw his brothers, herecognized them, buthe
treated them like strangers and spoke harsh-
ly to them.

“Where do you come from? " he asked.

“From theland of Canaan to buy food,” they
replied.

8 Although Joseph recognized his broth-
ers, they did not recognize him. ? Joseph re-
membered his dreams about them and said
to them, “You are spies. You have come to see
the weakness" of the land.”

10“No, my lord. Your servants have come
to buy food,” they said. " “We are all sons of
one man. We are honest; your servants are
not spies.”

12*No,” he said to them. “You have come to
see the weakness of the land.”

13Buttheyreplied, “We, your servants, were
twelve brothers, the sons of one man in the
land of Canaan. The youngestis now' with our
father, and one is no longer living.”

4Then Joseph said to them, “Thave spoken:’
‘You are spies!’ > This is how you will be tested:
As surely as Pharaoh lives, you will notleave
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this place unless your youngestbrother comes
here.'® Send one from among you to get your
brother. The rest of you willbe imprisoned so
that your words canbe tested to seeif they are
true.If they arenot, then as surely as Pharaoh
lives, you are spies! " 7 So Joseph imprisoned
them together for three days.

18 0n the third day Joseph said to them, “I
fear God — do this and you will live. ® If you
are honest, let one of you”*be confined to the
guardhouse, while the rest of you go and take
grain torelieve the hunger of your households.
20 Bring your youngest brother to me so that
your words can be confirmed; then you won't
die.” And they consented to this.

2'Then they said to each other, “Obviously,
we are being punished for what we did to our
brother. We saw his deep distress when he
pleaded with us, but we would notlisten. That
is why this trouble has come to us.”

22But Reuben replied: “Didn’t I tell you not
toharm theboy? But you wouldn'tlisten. Now
we must account for his blood! "®

23They did not realize that Joseph under-
stood them, since there was an interpreter
between them. 24 He turned away from them
and wept. When he turned back and spoke
to them, he took Simeon from them and had
him bound before their eyes. 2 Joseph then
gave orders to fill their containers with grain,
return each man's silver to his sack, and give
them provisions for theirjourney. This order
was carried out. 26 They loaded the grain on
their donkeys and left there.

THEBROTHERS RETURN HOME

27 At the place where theylodged for the night,
one of them opened his sack to get feed for
his donkey, and he saw his silver there at the
top of his bag. 22 He said to his brothers, “My
silverhasbeenreturned! It'sherein mybag.”
Their hearts sank. Trembling, they turned to
one another and said, “What is this that God
has done tous?”

29When they reached their father Jacob in
theland of Canaan, they told him all that had
happened to them: 3°“The man who is the lord
of the country spoke harshly to us and accused
us of spying on the country.3'But we told him:
We are honest and not spies. 32 We were twelve
brothers, sons of the same¢ father. One is no
longer living, and the youngest is now with

®

our father in the land of Canaan. 33 The man
whois thelord of the country said to us, ‘This
is how I will know if you are honest: Leave
onebrother with me, take food to relieve the
hunger of your households, and go. 3*Bring
back your youngest brother to me, and I will
know that you are not spies but honest men.
Iwill then give your brotherback to you, and
you can trade in the country."”

35 As they began emptying their sacks, there
ineachman's sack was hisbag of silver! When
they and their father saw theirbags of silver,
they were afraid.

36 Their father Jacob said to them, “It's me
that you make childless. Joseph is gone, and
Simeon is gone. Now you want to take Ben-
jamin. Everything happens to me!”

37Then Reuben said to his father, “You can
kill my two sons if I don't bring him back to
you. Put him in my care,® and I will return
him to you.”

38But Jacob answered, “My son will not go
down with you, for his brother is dead and
he alone is left. If anything happens to him
onyourjourney, you willbring my gray hairs
down to Sheol in sorrow.”

DECISION TO RETURN TO EGYPT

4 Now the famine in theland was severe.
2When they had used up the grain they
hadbroughtback from Egypt, their father said
to them, “Go back and buy us a little food.”
3ButJudah said to him, “The man specifically
warned us: ‘You will not see me again unless
yourbrotheris with you."4If you will send our
brother with us, we will go down and buy food
foryou.>Butif you willnot send him, we will
not go, for theman said to us, ‘'You willnot see
me again unless your brother is with you."”
6“Why have you caused me so much trou-
ble?" Israel asked. “Why did you tell the man
that you had another brother?”

"They answered, “The man kept asking about
us and our family: ‘Is your father still alive? Do
you have anotherbrother?’ And we answered
him accordingly. How could we know that he
would say, ‘Bring your brother here'?”

8Then Judah said to his fatherIsrael, “Send
theboy with me. We willbe on our way so that
wemay live and not die— neither we, nor you,
nor our dependents.®Iwillbe responsible for
him. You can hold me personally accountable!*

£42:19 Lit your brothers  ©42:22 Lit Even his blood is being sought!”
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If Ido not bring him back to you and set him
before you, Iwill be guilty before you forever.
101f we had not delayed, we could have come
back twice by now.”

"Then their father Israel said to them, “If
it must be so, then do this: Put some of the
best products of the land in your packs and
take them down to theman as a gift —alittle
balsam and a little honey, aromatic gum and
resin, pistachios and almonds. 12 Take twice
asmuch silver with you. Return the silver that
was returned to you in the top of your bags.
Perhapsit was amistake.' Take your brother
also,and goback at once to theman.* May God
Almighty cause the man to be merciful to you
so thathe will release your otherbrother and
Benjamin to you. As for me, if I am deprived
of my sons, then I am deprived.”

THERETURN TO EGYPT

5The men took this gift, double the amount
of silver, and Benjamin. They immediately
went down to Egypt and stood before Joseph.

6When Joseph saw Benjamin with them,
he said to his steward, “Take the men to my
house. Slaughter an animal and prepare it,
for they will eat with me atnoon.”” The man
did as Joseph had said and brought them to
Joseph's house.

18But the men were afraid because they
were taken to Joseph's house. They said, “We
havebeenbrought herebecause of the silver
that was returned in our bags the first time.
They intend to overpower us, seize us, make
us slaves, and take our donkeys.” ¥ So they
approached Joseph's steward” and spoke to
him at the doorway of the house.

20They said, “My lord, we really did come
down here the first time only to buy food.
21'When we came to the place where we lodged
for the night and opened our bags of grain,
each one’s silver was at the top of his bag! It
was the fullamount of our silver,and we have
brought it back with us. 22 We have brought
additional silver with us tobuy food. We don't
know who put our silver in the bags.”

23 Then the steward said, “May you be well.
Don'tbeafraid. Your God and the God of your
father must have put treasure in your bags.I
received your silver.” Then he brought Sim-
eon out to them. 24 The steward brought the
meninto Joseph's house, gave them water to
wash their feet, and got feed for their donkeys.

GENESIS 43-44

25 Since the men had heard that they were going
to eat a meal there, they prepared their gift
for Joseph's arrival at noon. 26 When Joseph
came home, they brought him the gift they
had carried into the house, and they bowed
to the ground before him.

27He asked if they were well, and he said,
“How is your elderly father that you told me
about? Is he still alive?”

28 They answered, “Your servant our father
is well. He is still alive.” And they knelt low
and paid homage to him.

22When he looked up and saw his brother
Benjamin, his mother's son, he asked, “Is this
your youngestbrother that you told me about?”
Then he said, “May God be gracious to you, my
son.” 3¢ Joseph hurried out because he was
overcome with emotion for his brother, and
he was about to weep. He went into an inner
room and wept there. 3'Then he washed his
face and came out. Regaining his composure,
he said, “Serve the meal.”

32They served him by himself, hisbrothers
by themselves, and the Egyptians who were
eating with him by themselves, because Egyp-
tians could not eat with Hebrews, since that is
detestable to them. 33 They were seated before
himin orderby age, from the firstborn to the
youngest. The menlooked at each otherin as-
tonishment. 34 Portions were served to them
from Joseph's table, and Benjamin's portion
was five timeslarger than any of theirs. They
drank and became drunk with Joseph.

JOSEPH'S FINALTEST

4 Joseph commanded his steward, “Fill

the men's bags with as much food as
they can carry, and put each one’s silver at the
top of his bag. 2Put my cup, the silver one, at
the top of the youngest one’s bag, along with
the silver for his grain.” So he did as Joseph
told him.

3 At morning light, the men were sent off
with their donkeys. 4 They had not gone very
far from the city when Joseph said to his stew-
ard, “Get up. Pursue the men, and when you
overtake them, say to them, ‘Why have you
repaid evil for good?5Isn't this the cup that my
master drinks from and uses for divination?
What you have done is wrong!"”

6When he overtook them, he said these
words to them.” They said to him, “Why does
my lord say these things? Your servants could

443:19 Lit approached the one who was over the house
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notpossibly do such a thing.® We even brought
back to you from theland of Canaan the silver
we found at the top of ourbags. How could we
steal silver or gold from your master's house?
91f it is found with one of us, your servants,
he must die, and the rest of us will become
my lord’s slaves.”

10The steward replied, “What you have said
isright, but only the one who is found to have
it willbe my slave, and the rest of you will be
blameless.”

"So each one quickly lowered his sack to the
ground and opened it."? The steward searched,
beginning with the oldest and ending with the
youngest, and the cup was found in Benjamin's
sack. ™ Then they tore their clothes, and each
oneloaded his donkey and returned to the city.

14 When Judah and his brothers reached
Joseph's house, he was still there. They fell
to the ground before him. ' “What is this you
have done? " Joseph said to them. “Didn't you
know that a man like me could uncover the
truth by divination?”

16 “What can we say to my lord? " Judah re-
plied. "How can we plead? How can we justify
ourselves? God has exposed your servants’
iniquity. We arenow my lord’s slaves — both
we and the one in whose possession the cup
was found.”

7Then Joseph said, “I swear that I will not
do this. Theman in whose possession the cup
was found will be my slave. The rest of you
can go in peace to your father.”

JUDAH'S PLEA FOR BENJAMIN

8But Judah approached him and said, “My
lord, please let your servant speak personally
tomylord.*Donotbe angry with your servant,
foryou arelike Pharaoh. My lord asked his
servants, ‘Do you have a father orabrother?’
20 and we answered my lord, ‘We have an el-
derly father and a younger brother, the child
of his old age. The boy's brother is dead. He
is the only one of his mother’s sons left, and
his fatherloves him.'2' Then you said to your
servants, ‘Bring him to me so thatI can see
him."22But we said to mylord, ‘The boy cannot
leave his father. If he were to leave, his father
would die.’ 2 Then you said to your servants,
‘If your youngerbrother does not come down
with you, you will not see me again.’

24"This is what happened when we went
back to your servant my father: We reported

®

to him the words of my lord. 2 But our fa-
ther said, ‘Go again, and buy us a little food.’
26 We told him, ‘We cannot go down unless our
youngerbrother goes with us. If our younger
brotherisn't with us, we cannot see the man.’
27Your servant my father said to us, ‘You know
thatmy wifebore me two sons. 22 Oneis gone
from me —I said he must have been torn to
pieces—andIhavenever seen him again. 2 If
you also take this one from me and anything
happens to him, you will bring my gray hairs
down to Sheol in sorrow.’

30“Soif [come to your servant my fatherand
the boy is not with us — his life is wrapped
up with theboy’s life — 3'when he sees that
theboy is not with us, he will die. Then your
servants will have brought the gray hairs
of your servant our father down to Sheol in
sorrow.32 Your servant became accountable
to my father for the boy, saying, ‘If I do not
return him to you, I will always bear the guilt
for sinning against you, my father.’ 33 Now
please let your servant remain here as my
lord’s slave, in place of the boy. Let him go
back with his brothers. 34 For how can I go
back to my father without theboy?Icould not
bear to see the grief that would overwhelm
my father.”

JOSEPHREVEALS HIS IDENTITY

4 Joseph could no longer keep his com-
posure in front of all his attendants,®
so he called out, “Send everyone away from
me! " No one was with him when he revealed
his identity to his brothers. 2But he wept so
loudly that the Egyptians heard it, and also
Pharaoh’s household heard it. 3 Joseph said
to hisbrothers, “lam Joseph! Is my father still
living? " But they could not answer him because
they were terrified in his presence.
4Then Joseph said to his brothers, “Please,
come near me,” and they came near. “I am
Joseph, your brother,” he said, “the one you
sold into Egypt. 3 And now don't be grieved
orangry with yourselves for selling me here,
because God sent me ahead of you to pre-
serve life. 8 For the famine has been in the
land these two years, and there will be five
more years without plowing or harvesting.
7God sent me ahead of you to establish you
as a remnant within the land and to keep
you alive by a great deliverance.“8 Therefore
it was not you who sent me here, but God.

*44:18 Lit speak a word in my lord's ears  ®45:1Lit all those standing about him
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He has made me a father to Pharaoh, lord of
his entire household, and ruler over all the
land of Egypt.

9“Return quickly to my father and say to
him, 'Thisis what your son Joseph says: “God
hasmademelord of allEgypt. Come down to
me without delay. You can settlein theland
of Goshen and be near me — you, your chil-
dren, and your grandchildren, your flocks,
your herds, and all you have. "There I will
sustain you, for there will be five more years of
famine. Otherwise, you, your household, and
everything you have will become destitute.”’
2Look! Your eyes and the eyes of my brother
Benjamin can see that I'm* the one speaking
to you. 2 Tell my father about all my glory in
Egyptand aboutall you have seen. And bring
my father here quickly.”

4 Then Joseph threw his arms around his
brother Benjamin and wept, and Benjamin
wept on his shoulder. > Joseph kissed each
of his brothers as he wept,® and afterward
his brothers talked with him.

THERETURN FOR JACOB

6 When the news reached Pharaoh'’s palace,
“Joseph’sbrothers have come,” Pharaoh and
his servants were pleased. 7 Pharaoh said to
Joseph, “Tell your brothers, ‘Do this: Load your
animals and go onback to theland of Canaan.
8 Getyour father and your families, and come
back to me.Iwill give you thebest of the land
of Egypt, and you can eat from the richness
of theland.'" You are also commanded to tell
them, ‘Do this: Take wagons from the land of
Egypt for your dependents and your wives
and bring your father here.2°Do not be con-
cerned about yourbelongings, for the best of
all the land of Egypt is yours.””

21The sons of Israel did this. Joseph gave
them wagons as Pharaoh had commanded,
and he gave them provisions for the journey.
22He gave each of the brothers changes of
clothes, but he gave Benjamin three hundred
pieces of silver and five changes of clothes.
23He sent his father the following: ten don-
keys carrying thebest products of Egypt and
ten female donkeys carrying grain, food, and
provisions for his father on the journey. 24 So
Joseph sent his brothers on their way, and
as they were leaving, he said to them, “Don’t
argue‘on the way."

GENESIS 45-46

25 S0 they went up from Egypt and came
to their father Jacob in the land of Canaan.
26 They said, “Joseph is still alive, and he is
ruler over all the land of Egypt!” Jacob was
stunned,® for he did not believe them. 27 But
when they told Jacob all that Joseph had said
to them, and when he saw the wagons that
Joseph had sent to transport him, the spirit
of their father Jacob revived.

28Then Israel said, “Enough! My son Joseph
is still alive. I will go to see him before I die.”

JACOB LEAVES FOR EGYPT

4 Israel set out with all that he had and
came to Beer-sheba, and he offered

sacrifices to the God of his fatherIsaac. 2 That
night God spoke to Israel in a vision: “Jacob,
Jacob! " he said.

And Jacob replied, “Here I am.”

3God said, “I am God, the God of your fa-
ther. Do not be afraid to go down to Egypt,
for I will make you into a great nation there.
4Twill go down with you to Egypt, and I will
also bring you back. Joseph will close your
eyes when you die."*

5Jacob left Beer-sheba. The sons of Israel
took their father Jacob in the wagons Pha-
raoh had sent to carry him, along with their
dependents and their wives. ¢ They also took
their cattle and possessions they had acquired
in the land of Canaan. Then Jacob and all his
offspring with him came to Egypt. 7 His sons
and grandsons, his daughters and granddaugh-
ters, indeed all his offspring, hebrought with
him to Egypt.

JACOB'S FAMILY

8These are the names of the sons of Israel
who came to Egypt — Jacob and his sons:
Jacob's firstborn: Reuben.
9 Reuben's sons: Hanoch, Pallu, Hezron,
and Carmi.
10 Simeon's sons: Jemuel, Jamin, Ohad,
Jachin, Zohar, and Shaul, the son
of a Canaanite woman.
" Levi's sons: Gershon, Kohath,
and Merari.
2 Judah's sons: Er, Onan, Shelah, Perez,
and Zerah; but Er and Onan died
in the land of Canaan.
The sons of Perez were Hezron
and Hamul.

245:12 Lit that my mouth is  ©45:15 Lit brothers, and he wept over them °45:24 Or be anxious °45:26 Lit Jacob’s heart
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3 Issachar’s sons: Tola, Puvah,* Jashub,®

and Shimron.

Zebulun's sons: Sered, Elon, and Jahleel.

These were Leah'’s sons born to Jacob
in Paddan-aram, as well as
his daughter Dinah. The total number
of persons:© thirty-three.

Gad's sons: Ziphion, Haggi, Shuni,
Ezbon, Eri, Arodi, and Areli.

17 Asher’s sons: Imnah, Ishvah, Ishvi,
Beriah, and their sister Serah.

Beriah's sons were Heber and Malchiel.

These were the sons of Zilpah —
whom Laban gave to his daughter
Leah —that she bore to Jacob:
sixteen persons.

The sons of Jacob’s wife Rachel:
Joseph and Benjamin.

Manasseh and Ephraim were born
to Joseph in the land of Egypt.
They were born to him by Asenath
daughter of Potiphera, a priest
aton.”

21 Benjamin's sons: Bela, Becher, Ashbe],
Gera, Naaman, Ehi, Rosh, Muppim,
Huppim, and Ard.

These were Rachel’s sons
who were born to Jacob:
fourteen persons.

Dan’s son:® Hushim.

Naphtali's sons: Jahzeel, Guni, Jezer,
and Shillem.

These were the sons of Bilhah,
whom Laban gave to his daughter
Rachel. She bore to Jacob:
seven persons.

The total number of persons
belonging to Jacob —
his direct descendants,®
not including the wives
of Jacob's sons — who came
to Egypt: sixty-six.

And Joseph's sons who were born
to him in Egypt: two persons.

All those of Jacob’s household
who came to Egypt:
seventy® persons.

15

16

18

19

20

22

23
24

25

26

27

JACOB ARRIVES IN EGYPT

28 Now Jacob had sent Judah ahead of him
to Joseph to prepare for his arrival” at Go-
shen. When they came to theland of Goshen,

®

42

29 Joseph hitched the horses to his chariot and
went up to Goshen to meet his father Israel.
Joseph presented himself to him, threw his
arms around him, and wept for a long time.

30Then Israel said to Joseph, “I'm ready to
die now because I have seen your face and
you are still alive!”

31Joseph said to his brothers and to his fa-
ther’s family, “I will go up and inform Pha-
raoh, telling him, ‘My brothers and my father’s
family, who were in the land of Canaan, have
come to me. 32 The men are shepherds; they
also raise livestock. They have brought their
flocks and herds and all that they have.' 33 When
Pharaoh addresses you and asks, ‘Whatis your
occupation?’34you are to say, ‘Your servants,
both we and our fathers, have raised livestock'
from our youth until now.’ Then you will be
allowed to settle in the land of Goshen, since
all shepherds are detestable to Egyptians.”

PHARAOH WELCOMES JACOB

4 SoJosephwent and informed Pharaoh:

“My father and my brothers, with their
flocks and herds and all that they own, have
come from the land of Canaan and are now
in the land of Goshen.”

2Hetook five of his brothers and presented
them to Pharaoh. 3 And Pharaoh asked his
brothers, “What is your occupation?”

They said to Pharaoh, “Your servants, both
weand our fathers, are shepherds.”4 And they
said to Pharaoh, “We have come to stay in the
land for a while because there is no grazing
land for your servants’ sheep, since the fam-
ine in the land of Canaan has been severe.
So now, please let your servants settle in the
land of Goshen.”

5Then Pharaoh said to Joseph, “Now that
your father and brothers have come to you,
6the land of Egypt is open before you; settle
your father and brothers in the best part of
theland. They can live in the land of Goshen.
If youknow of any capable men among them,
put them in charge of my livestock.”

7Joseph then brought his father Jacob and
presented him to Pharaoh, and Jacob blessed
Pharaoh.®Pharaoh said to Jacob, “How many
years have you lived?”

9Jacob said to Pharaoh, “My pilgrimage has
lasted 130 years. My years have been few and
hard, and they have not reached the years of

#46:13 Sam, Syrread Puah ;1Ch 7:1  ®46:13 Sam, LXX; MT reads lob  °46:15 Lit All persons his sons and his daughters:

®46:20 Or Heliopolis  £46:23 Alt Hb tradition reads sons:
75:Ac7:14 "46:28 Lit to give directions before him
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my fathers during their pilgrimages.” '° So
Jacob blessed Pharaoh and departed from
Pharaoh’s presence.

"Then Joseph settled his father and broth-
ersintheland of Egypt and gave them prop-
erty in the best part of the land, the land of
Rameses, as Pharaoh had commanded. 2 And
Josephprovided his father, his brothers, and
all his father's family with food for their de-
pendents.

THELAND BECOMES PHARAOH'S

13 But there was no food in the entire region,
for the famine was very severe. The land of
Egyptand theland of Canaan were exhausted
by the famine. ' Joseph collected all the sil-
ver to be found in the land of Egypt and the
land of Canaanin exchange for the grain they
were purchasing, and he brought the silver
to Pharaoh’s palace. > When the silver from
theland of Egypt and theland of Canaan was
gone, all the Egyptians came to Joseph and
said, “Give us food. Why should we die here
in front of you? The silver is gone!”

6 But Joseph said, “Give me your livestock.
Since the silveris gone, Iwill give you food in
exchange foryourlivestock.”" So they brought
their livestock to Joseph, and he gave them
foodinexchange for the horses, the flocks of
sheep, the herds of cattle, and the donkeys.
That year he provided them with food in ex-
change for all their livestock.

8 When that year was over, they came the
next year and said to him, “We cannot hide
from our lord that the silver is gone and that
all our livestock belongs to our lord. There
isnothing left for our lord except our bodies
and our land.  Why should we die here in
front of you —both us and our land? Buy us
and our land in exchange for food. Then we
with our land will become Pharaoh'’s slaves.
Give us seed so that we can live and not die,
and so that the land won't become desolate.”

20[n this way, Joseph acquired all the land
inEgyptfor Pharaoh, because every Egyptian
sold his field since the famine was so severe
for them. The land became Pharaoh’s, ' and
Joseph moved the people to the cities” from
one end of Egypt to the other.22 The only land
hedid notacquire belonged to the priests, for
they had an allowance from Pharaoh. They
ate from their allowance that Pharaoh gave
them; therefore they did not sell their land.

23 Joseph said to the people, “Understand
today thatIhave acquired you and your land
forPharaoh. Hereis seed for you. Sowitin the
land. 2# At harvest, you are to give a fifth of it
to Pharaoh, and four-fifths will be yours as
seed for the field and as food for yourselves,
your households, and your dependents.”

25*You have saved our lives,” they said. “We
have found favor with our lord and will be
Pharaoh'’s slaves.” 26 So Joseph made it a law,
stillin effect today in theland of Egypt, thata
fifth of the produce belongs to Pharaoh. Only
the priests' land does not belong to Pharaoh.

ISRAEL SETTLES IN GOSHEN

271srael settled in the land of Egypt, in the
region of Goshen. They acquired property
initandbecame fruitful and very numerous.
28Now Jacoblivedin theland of Egypt 17 years,
and his life span was 147 years. 22 When the
time approached for him to die, he called his
son Joseph and said to him, “If I have found
favor with you, put your hand under my thigh
and promise me that you will deal with me in
kindness and faithfulness. Donotbury mein
Egypt. 3When I rest with my fathers, carry
me away from Egypt and bury me in their
burial place.”

Joseph answered, “I will do what you have
asked.”

31 And Jacob said, “Swear to me.” So Joseph
swore to him. Then Israelbowed in thanks at
the head of his bed.®

JACOB BLESSES EPHRAIM AND MANASSEH

4 Some time after this, Joseph was told,

“Your father is weaker.” So he set out
with his two sons, Manasseh and Ephraim.
2When Jacob was told, “Your son Joseph has
come to you,” Israel summoned his strength
and sat up in bed.

3 Jacob said to Joseph, “God Almighty ap-
peared to me at Luz in the land of Canaan
and blessed me. 4 He said to me, ‘I will make
you fruitful and numerous; I will make many
nations come from you, and I will give this
land as a permanent possession to your fu-
ture descendants.’ 5 Your two sons born to
youintheland of Egyptbeforel came to you
inEgyptarenow mine. Ephraim and Manas-
seh belong to me just as Reuben and Simeon
do. 5 Children born to you after them will be
yours and will be recorded under the names

247:21Sam, LXX, Vg read and he made the people servants ®47:310r Israel worshiped while leaning on the top of his staff
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of their brothers with regard to their inher-
itance.?”When I was returning from Paddan,
tomy sorrow Rachel died along the way, some
distance from Ephrath in theland of Canaan.
Iburied her there along the way to Ephrath”
(that is, Bethlehem).

8 When Israel saw Joseph's sons, he said,
“Who are these?”

9 And Joseph said to his father, “They are
my sons God has given me here.”

So Israel said, “Bring them to me and [ will
bless them.” " Now his eyesight was poorbe-
cause of old age; he could hardly* see.Joseph
brought them to him, and he kissed and em-
braced them. "Israel said to Joseph, “Inever
expected to see your face again, butnow God
has even let me see your offspring.” > Then
Joseph took them from his father's knees and
bowed with his face to the ground.

EPHRAIM’S GREATER BLESSING

3 Then Joseph took them both — with his right
hand Ephraim toward Israel’s left, and with
his left hand Manasseh toward Israel’s right
—and brought them to Israel. *But Israel
stretched out his right hand and putit on the
head of Ephraim, the younger, and crossing
his hands, put his left on Manasseh's head,
although Manasseh was the firstborn. " Then
heblessed Joseph and said:
The God before whom my fathers
Abraham and Isaac walked,
the God who has been my shepherd
all my life to this day,
6 the angel who has redeemed me
from all harm —
may he bless these boys.
And may they be called by my name
and the names of my fathers Abraham
and Isaac,
and may they grow to be numerous
within the land.

7When Joseph saw that his father had placed
hisright hand on Ephraim’s head, he thought
itwas amistake®and took his father's hand to
moveit from Ephraim’s head to Manasseh's.
'8 Joseph said to his father, “Not that way, my
father! This oneis the firstborn. Put your right
hand on his head.”

9 But his father refused and said, “I know, my
son, I know! He too will become a tribe, “and

®

hetoo will be great; nevertheless, his younger
brother will be greater than he, and his off-
spring willbecome a populousnation.”"209So
he blessed them that day, putting Ephraim
before Manasseh when he said, “The nation
Israel willinvoke blessings by you, saying, ‘May
God make youlike Ephraim and Manasseh."”

2[srael said to Joseph, “Look,Iam about to
die, but God willbe with you and will bring you
back to the land of your fathers. 220ver and
above what I am giving your brothers, I am
giving you the one mountain slope* thatItook
from the Amorites with my sword and bow.”

JACOB'S LAST WORDS

4 Then Jacob called his sons and said,
“Gather around, and I will tell you what

W111 happen to you in the days to come.f
Come together and listen, sons of Jacob;
listen to your father Israel:

3 Reuben, you are my firstborn,
my strength and the firstfruits

of my virility,
excelling in prominence,
excelling in power.

4 Turbulent as water, you will not excel,
because you got into your father's bed
and you defiled it — he® got

into my bed.

5 Simeon and Levi are brothers;
their knives are vicious weapons.
6 May I never enter their council;
may I never join their assembly.
For in their anger they kill men,
and on a whim they hamstring oxen.
7 Their anger is cursed, for it is strong,
and their fury, for it is cruel!
I will disperse them throughout Jacob
and scatter them throughout Israel.

8 Judah, your brothers will praise you.

Your hand will be on the necks

of your enemies;

your father's sons will bow down to you.
9 Judahis ayounglion —

my son, you return from the kill.

He crouches; he lies down like a lion

or a lioness — who dares to rouse him?

10 The scepter will not depart from Judah
or the staff from between his feet

248:10 Lit he was not able to  ®48:17 Or he was displeased ;lit head, it was bad in his eyes “48:19 Lit people °48:19 Or a
multitude of nations ;lit a fullness of nations £48:22 Or Shechem, Joseph's burial place; lit one shoulder *49:10r in the last

days ©49:4 LXX, Syr, Tgread you
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until he whose right it is comes*
and the obedience of the peoples
belongs to him.
He ties his donkey to a vine,
and the colt of his donkey
to the choice vine.
He washes his clothes in wine
and his robes in the blood of grapes.
His eyes are darker than wine,
and his teeth are whiter than milk.

Zebulun will live by the seashore
and will be a harbor for ships,
and his territory will be next to Sidon.

Issachar is a strong donkey
lying down between the saddlebags.®

He saw that his resting place was good

and that the land was pleasant,

45
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%5 by the God of your father who helps you,
and by the Almighty who blesses you
with blessings of the heavens above,
blessings of the deep that lies below,
and blessings of the breasts

and the womb.

26 The blessings of your father excel
the blessings of my ancestors®
and" the bounty of the ancient hills.*
May they rest on the head of Joseph,
on the brow of the prince

of hisbrothers.

27 Benjamin is a wolf; he tears his prey.
In the morning he devours the prey,
and in the evening he divides

the plunder.”

28These are the tribes of Israel, twelvein all,

so he leaned his shoulder tobearaload and thisis what their father said to them. He

and became a forced laborer.

Dan will judge his people

as one of the tribes of Israel.
Dan will be a snake by the road,
aviper beside the path,

that bites the horse’s heels

so that its rider falls backward.

I wait for your salvation, LORD.

Gad will be attacked by raiders,
but he will attack their heels.

Asher's“ food will be rich,
and he will produce royal delicacies.

Naphtali is a doe set free
that bears beautiful fawns.

Joseph is a fruitful vine,
a fruitful vine beside a spring;
its branches® climb over the wall.*
The archers attacked him,
shot at him, and were hostile
toward him.
Yet his bow remained steady;,
and his strong arms were made agile
by the hands of the Mighty One
of Jacob,

by the name off the Shepherd, the Rock

of Israel,

blessed them, and he blessed each one with
a suitable blessing.

JACOB'S BURIALINSTRUCTIONS

2Then he commanded them: “I am about to
be gathered to my people. Bury me with my
fathers in the cave in the field of Ephron the
Hethite. 39 The cave isin the field of Machpe-
lah near Mamre, in the land of Canaan. This
isthe field Abraham purchased from Ephron
the Hethite as burial property.3' Abraham and
his wife Sarah areburied there, Isaac and his
wife Rebekah are buried there, and I buried
Leah there.32 The field and the cavein it were
purchased from the Hethites.” 33 When Jacob
had finished giving charges to his sons, he
drew his feetinto thebed, took hislastbreath,
and was gathered to his people.

JACOB'S BURIAL

5 0 Then Joseph, leaning over his father’s
face, wept and kissed him. 2He com-
manded his servants who were physicians to
embalm his father. So they embalmed Israel.
3They took forty days to complete this, for
embalming takes thatlong, and the Egyptians
mourned for him seventy days.
4When the days of mourning were over,
Joseph said to Pharaoh's household, “If Thave
found favor with you, please tell' Pharaoh that
5my father made me take an oath, saying, 'l
am about to die. You must bury me there in

#49:10 Or until tribute comes to him, or until Shiloh comes, or until he comes to Shiloh  ®49:14 Or sheep pens
€49:19-20 LXX, Syr,Vg; MT reads their heel. 2°From Asher °49:22 Lit daughters £49:22,26 Hb obscure F49:24 Syr, Tg; MT
reads Jacob, from there ©49:26 Or of the mountains "49:26 Lit to '50:4 Lit please speak in the ears of
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the tomb thatImade for myselfin the land of
Canaan.’ Now let me go and bury my father.
Then Iwill return.”

6SoPharaoh said, “Go and bury your father
in keeping with your oath.”

7Then Joseph went to bury his father, and all
Pharaoh’s servants, the elders of his household,
and all the elders of the land of Egypt went
with him, 8 along with all Joseph's family, his
brothers, and his father’s family. Only their
dependents, their flocks, and their herds were
leftin theland of Goshen.® Horses and chari-
otswentup with him;it was a very impressive
procession.® When they reached the thresh-
ing floor of Atad, which is across the Jordan,
they lamented and wept loudly, and Joseph
mourned seven days for his father. "When
the Canaanite inhabitants of theland saw the
mourning at the threshing floor of Atad, they
said, “Thisis a solemn mourning on the part of
the Egyptians.” Therefore the placeis named
Abel-mizraim.” It is across the Jordan.

1250 Jacob's sons did for him what he had
commanded them.* They carried him to the
land of Canaan and buried him in the cave at
Machpelah in the field near Mamre, which
Abraham had purchased as burial proper-
ty from Ephron the Hethite. ' After Joseph
buried his father, he returned to Egypt with
his brothers and all who had gone with him
to bury his father.

JOSEPH’S KINDNESS

5>When Joseph's brothers saw that their father
was dead, they said to one another, “If Joseph

®

46

isholding a grudge against us, he will certainly
repay us for all the suffering we caused him.”

16 S0 they sent this message to Joseph, “Before
he died your father gave a command: 7‘Say
this to Joseph: Please forgive your brothers’
transgression and their sin — the suffering
they caused you.’ Therefore, please forgive
the transgression of the servants of the God
of your father.” Joseph wept when their mes-
sage came to him.® His brothers also came to
him, bowed down before him, and said, “We
are your slaves!”

9 But Joseph said to them, “Don’'t be afraid.
AmIin the place of God? 2° You planned evil
against me; God planned it for good to bring
about the present result — the survival of
many people.?' Therefore don'tbe afraid. [ will
take care of you and your children.” And he
comforted them and spoke kindly to them.®

JOSEPH'S DEATH

22 Joseph and his father's family remained
in Egypt. Joseph lived 110 years. 22 He saw
Ephraim’s sons to the third generation; the
sons of Manasseh's son Machir were recog-
nized by “° Joseph.

24 Joseph said to his brothers, “I am about
to die, but God will certainly come to your aid
andbring you up from thisland to theland he
swore to give to Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob.”
2550 Joseph made the sons of Israel take an
oath: “When God comes to your aid, you are
to carry my bones up from here.”

26 Joseph died at the age of 110. They em-
balmed him and placed himin a coffinin Egypt.

#50:11 = Mourning of Egypt  ®50:21 Lit spoke to their hearts 50:23 Lit were born on the knees of °50:23 Referringtoa

ritual of adoption or of legitimation; Gn 30:3

CSB_Pew_Bible.indb 46

@

10/26/17 8:59 PM



CSB_Pew_Bible.indb 47

EXODUS

ISRAEL OPPRESSED IN EGYPT

These are the names of the sons of Israel

who came to Egypt with Jacob; each came
with his family:

2 Reuben, Simeon, Levi, and Judah;

3 Issachar, Zebulun, and Benjamin;

4 Dan and Naphtali; Gad and Asher.
5The total number of Jacob's descendants*
was seventy;® Joseph was already in Egypt.

6 Joseph and all his brothers and all that
generation eventually died.” But the Israelites
were fruitful, increased rapidly, multiplied,
andbecame extremely numerous so that the
land was filled with them.

8 Anew king, who did not know about Jo-
seph, came to power in Egypt. ?He said to
his people, “Look, the Israelite people are
more numerous and powerful than we are.
10 Come, let's deal shrewdly with them; oth-
erwise they will multiply further, and when
war breaks out, they will join our enemies,
fight against us, and leave the country.” " So
the Egyptians assigned taskmasters over the
Israelites to oppress them with forced labor.
They built Pithom and Rameses as supply
cities for Pharaoh. '2But the more they op-
pressed them, the more they multiplied and
spread so that the Egyptians came to dread®
the Israelites. '* They worked the Israelites
ruthlessly *and made theirlives bitter with
difficultlaborinbrick and mortar and in all
kinds of fieldwork. They ruthlessly imposed
all this work on them.

5 Theking of Egypt said to the Hebrew mid-
wives — the first whose name was Shiph-
rah and the second whose name was Puah
— 16“When you help the Hebrew women
give birth, observe them as they deliver. If
the child is a son, kill him, butif it's a daugh-
ter, she may live.” 7 The midwives, however,
feared God and did notdo as theking of Egypt
had told them; they let the boys live. ® So the
king of Egypt summoned the midwives and
asked them, “Why have you done this and let
the boys live?”

9 The midwives said to Pharaoh, “The He-
brew women are not like the Egyptian women,

for they are vigorous and give birth before
the midwife can get to them.”

2050 God was good to the midwives, and
the people multiplied and became very nu-
merous. 2'Since the midwives feared God,
he gave them families. 22 Pharaoh then com-
manded all his people: “You must throw every
sonborn to the Hebrews into the Nile, but let
every daughter live.”

MOSES’S BIRTH AND ADOPTION

Now a man from the family of Levi mar-
ried a Levitewoman.2The womanbecame

pregnant and gave birth to a son; when she
saw that he was beautiful,® she hid him for
three months.3But when she could no longer
hide him, she gota papyrusbasket for him and
coated it with asphalt and pitch. She placed
the child in it and set it among the reeds by
thebank of the Nile. 4 Then his sister stood at
a distance in order to see what would hap-
pen to him.

5Pharaoh’s daughter went down to bathe at
the Nile while her servant girls walked along
theriverbank. She saw thebasketamong the
reeds, sent her slave girl, took it, ¢ opened it,
and saw him, the child — and there he was,
alittle boy, crying. She felt sorry for him and
said, “This is one of the Hebrew boys.”

"Then his sister said to Pharaoh’s daughter,
“ShouldIgo and call a Hebrew woman who is
nursing to nurse the boy for you?”

8“Go,” Pharaoh’s daughter told her. So the
girl went and called the boy’'s mother.? Then
Pharaoh’s daughter said to her, “Take this child
and nurse him for me, and I will pay your wag-
es.” So the woman took the boy and nursed
him. " When the child grew older, shebrought
him to Pharaoh’s daughter,and hebecame her
son. She named him Moses,* “Because,” she
said, “I drew him out of the water."

MOSES IN MIDIAN

Years later,” after Moses had grown up, he
went out to his own people® and observed
their forced labor. He saw an Egyptian strik-
ing a Hebrew, one of his people. ? Looking

A1:5 Lit of people issuing from Jacob’s loins  1:5 LXX, DSSread 75;Gn 46:27; Ac7:14  “1:12 Or Egyptians loathed °2:2 Or

healthy
¢2:11 Lit his brothers

@

£2:10 The name Moses sounds like “drawing out” in Ho and “born” in Egyptian. 2:11Lit And it was in those days
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all around and seeing no one, he struck the
Egyptian dead and hid him in the sand. " The
next day he went out and saw two Hebrews
fighting. He asked the one in the wrong, “Why
are you attacking your neighbor? "

14"Who made you a commander and judge
overus?”themanreplied. "Are you planning
to kill me as you killed the Egyptian?”

Then Moses became afraid and thought,
“What I did is certainly known.”

5 When Pharaoh heard about this, he tried
to kill Moses. But Moses fled from Pharaoh
and went to livein the land of Midian, and sat
down by a well.

6 Now the priest of Midian had seven daugh-
ters. They came to draw water and filled the
troughs to water their father's flock. 7 Then
some shepherds arrived and drove them away,
but Moses came to their rescue and watered
their flock.'® When they returned to their fa-
ther Reuel,® he asked, “Why have you come
back so quickly today?”

YThey answered, “An Egyptian rescued us
from the shepherds. He even drew water for
us and watered the flock.”

20“Sowhereis he? "he asked his daughters.
“Why then did you leave the man behind? In-
vite him to eat dinner.”

21Moses agreed to stay with the man, and
he gave his daughter Zipporah to Moses in
marriage. 22 She gave birth to a son whom he
named Gershom, for he said, “I have been a
resident alien in a foreign land.”

23 After along time, the king of Egypt died.
TheIsraelites groaned because of their diffi-
cultlabor; and they cried out; and their cry for
help because of the difficult labor ascended
to God.?* And God heard their groaning; and
Godremembered his covenant with Abraham,
withIsaac, and with Jacob; 2* and God saw the
Israelites; and God knew.

MOSES AND THEBURNING BUSH

Meanwhile, Moses was shepherding the

flock of his father-in-law Jethro,® the priest
of Midian. Heled the flock to the far side of the
wilderness and came to Horeb,* the mountain
of God.2Then the angel of the LorD appeared
to himin a flame of fire within abush. As Mo-
ses looked, he saw that the bush was on fire
but was not consumed. 3So Moses thought,

®

“Imust go over and look at this remarkable
sight. Why isn't the bush burning up?”

4When the LorD saw thathe had gone over
tolook, God called out to him from the bush,
“Moses, Moses!”

“HereIam,” he answered.

5“Donotcome closer,” hesaid. “Remove the
sandals from your feet, for the place where
you are standing is holy ground.” 6 Then he
continued, “I am the God of your father,* the
God of Abraham, the God of Isaac, and the
God of Jacob.” Moses hid his face because he
was afraid to look at God.

"Then the LoRD said, “I have observed the
misery of my peoplein Egypt, and have heard
them crying outbecause of their oppressors. I
know about their sufferings, ®and [ have come
down to rescue them from the power of the
Egyptians and to bring them from that land
to a good and spacious land, a land flowing
with milk and honey — the territory of the
Canaanites, Hethites, Amorites, Perizzites, Hi-
vites, and Jebusites.® So because the Israelites’
cry for help has come to me, and I have also
seen the way the Egyptians are oppressing
them, '° therefore, go. I am sending you to
Pharaoh so that you may lead my people, the
Israelites, out of Egypt.”

"But Moses asked God, “Who am I that I
should go to Pharaoh and that I should bring
the Israelites out of Egypt?”

12He answered, “I will certainly be with you,
and this will be the sign to you that I am the
one who sent you: when you bring the peo-
ple out of Egypt, you will all worship ¢ God at
this mountain.”

13Then Moses asked God, “If I go to the Is-
raelites and say to them, ‘The God of your
fathers has sent me to you,’ and they ask me,
‘Whatis hisname?’ what should I tell them?”

14 God replied to Moses, “I AM WHOIAM."
This is what you are to say to the Israelites:
I AM has sent me to you.” > God also said to
Moses, “Say this to the Israelites: The LORD, the
God of your fathers, the God of Abraham, the
God ofIsaac, and the God of Jacob, has sent me
to you. This is my name forever; this is how
I am to be remembered in every generation.

16“Go and assemble the elders of Israel and
say to them: The LorD, the God of your fathers,
the God of Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob, has

#2:13 Or fellow Hebrew

£2:18 Jethro's clan orlast name was Reuel; Ex3:1.  ©2:22 In Hb the name Gershom sounds like the
phrase “astranger there.” °3:1Moses's father-in-law's first name was Jethro ; Ex 2:18.

£3:1 =Desolation; another name for

Mount Sinai; Dt 4:10,15;18:16; Mal 4:4 3:6 Sam, some LXX mss read fathers;Ac7:32 ©3:120r serve "3:140r | AM BECAUSE

I AM, or | WILL BE WHO I WILL BE
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appeared to me and said: I have paid close
attention to you and to what has been done
to you in Egypt. 7 And I have promised you
that I will bring you up from the misery of
Egyptto theland of the Canaanites, Hethites,
Amorites, Perizzites, Hivites, and Jebusites
— aland flowing with milk and honey. '® They
will listen to what you say. Then you, along
with the elders of Israel, must go to the king
of Egyptand say to him: The LorD, the God of
the Hebrews, has met with us. Now pleaselet
us go on a three-day trip into the wilderness
so that we may sacrifice to the LorD our God.

9*However, I know that the king of Egypt
willnot allow you to go, even under force from
a strong hand. 2°But when I stretch out my
hand and strike Egypt with all my miracles
that I will perform in it, after that, he will let
you go. 2' And I will give these people such
favor with the Egyptians that when you go,
youwillnot go empty-handed. 22 Each woman
will ask her neighbor and any woman stay-
ing in her house for silver and gold jewelry,
and clothing, and you will put them on your
sons and daughters. So you will plunder the
Egyptians.”

MIRACULOUS SIGNS FOR MOSES

Moses answered, “Whatif they won'tbe-
lieve me and willnot obey mebut say, ‘The

Lorp did not appear to you'?”

2The LorD asked him, “What is thatin your
hand?”

“A staff,” he replied.

3"Throw it on the ground,” he said. So Moses
threwiton the ground, itbecame a snake, and
heranfromit.4The LorD told Moses, “Stretch
out your hand and grab it by the tail.” So he
stretched out his hand and caught it, and it
became a staff in his hand. 5 “This will take
place,” he continued, “so that they will believe
thatthe Lorp, the God of their fathers, the God
of Abraham, the God of Isaac, and the God of
Jacob, has appeared to you.”

6In addition the LorD said to him, “Put your
hand inside your cloak.” So he put his hand
inside his cloak, and when he took it out, his
hand was diseased, resembling snow.*7 “Put
your hand back inside your cloak,” he said.
So he put his hand back inside his cloak, and
when he tookitout,ithad againbecome like
the rest of his skin. 8 “If they will not believe

EXODUS 3-4

you and will not respond to the evidence of
the first sign, they may believe the evidence
of the second sign.® And if they don't believe
even these two signs orlisten to what you say,
take some water from the Nile and pouriton
the dry ground. The water you take from the
Nile will become blood on the ground.”

10But Moses replied to the LORD, “Please,
Lord, I have never been eloquent — either
inthe past orrecently or since you have been
speaking to your servant —because my mouth
and my tongue are sluggish.”®

"The LorD said to him, “Who placed amouth
onhumans? Who makes a person mute or deaf,
seeing or blind? Is it not I, the LORD? ? Now
go!Twill help you speakand I will teach you
what to say.”

13 Moses said, “Please, Lord, send someone
else.””

4 Then the LorD's anger burned against Mo-
ses, and he said, “Isn't Aaron the Levite your
brother? I know that he can speak well. And
also, heis on his way now to meet you. He will
rejoice when he sees you. '* You will speak
with him and tell him what to say. I will help
bothyou and him to speak®and will teach you
both what to do. ' He will speak to the people
foryou. He will serve as amouth for you, and
you will serve as God to him. 7 And take this
staff in your hand that you will perform the
signs with.”

MOSES’'S RETURN TO EGYPT

8Then Moses went back to his father-in-law
Jethro and said to him, “Please let me return
to my relatives in Egypt and see if they are
still living.”

Jethro said to Moses, “Go in peace.”

9 Now in Midian the LorD told Moses, “Re-
turn to Egypt, for all the men who wanted to
kill you are dead.” 2° So Moses took his wife
and sons, put them on a donkey, and returned
to the land of Egypt. And Moses took God's
staff in his hand.

21The LorpD instructed Moses, “When you
go back to Egypt, make sure you do before
Pharaoh all the wonders that have put within
your power. ButIwill harden his heartf so that
hewon'tlet the people go.22 And you will say
toPharaoh: Thisis what the LORD says: Israel
ismy firstborn son.231told you: Let my son go
so that he may worship me, but you refused

*4:6 A reference to whiteness or flakiness of the skin - ®4:10 Lit heavy of mouth and heavy of tongue  “4:12 Lit will be with

your mouth  °4:13 Lit send by the hand of whom you will send

*4:21 Or will make him stubborn

@
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to let him go. Look, I am about to kill your
firstborn son!”

240n the trip, at an overnight campsite, it
happened that the LorD confronted him and
intended to put him to death. 2>So Zipporah
took a flint, cut off her son’s foreskin, threw
it at Moses's feet, and said, “You are a bride-
groom ofblood to me! " 26 So helet him alone.
At that time she said, “You are a bridegroom
of blood,” referring to the circumcision.

REUNION OF MOSES AND AARON

2INow the LorD had said to Aaron, “Go and
meet Moses in the wilderness.” So he went and
met him at the mountain of God and kissed
him. 28 Moses told Aaron everything the LorRD
had sent him to say, and about all the signs he
had commanded him to do.?° Then Moses and
Aaron went and assembled all the elders of
the Israelites. 3 Aaron repeated everything
the Lorp had said to Moses and performed the
signsbefore the people.3'The people believed,
and when they heard that the LorD had paid
attention to them and that he had seen their
misery, they knelt low and worshiped.

MOSES CONFRONTS PHARAOH

Later, Moses and Aaron went in and said
toPharaoh, “Thisis what the LorD, the God
of Israel, says: Let my people go, so that they
may hold a festival for me in the wilderness.”
2But Pharaohresponded, “Who is the LORD
that I should obey him by letting Israel go? I
don't know* the LorD, and besides, I will not
let Israel go.”
3They answered, “The God of the Hebrews
has met with us. Please let us go on a three-
day trip into the wilderness so that we may
sacrifice to the LORD our God, or else he may
strike us with plague or sword.”
4The king of Egypt said to them, “Moses
and Aaron, why are you causing the people to
neglect their work? Get to yourlabor! " Pha-
raoh also said, “Look, the people of the land
are so numerous, and you would stop them
from their labor.”

FURTHER OPPRESSION OF ISRAEL

6That day Pharaoh commanded the overseers
of the people as well as their foremen:? “Don’t
continue to supply the people with straw for
making bricks, as before. They must go and
gather straw for themselves. 8 But require the

®

same quota of bricks from them as they were
making before; do not reduceit. For they are
slackers — that is why they are crying out,
‘Let us go and sacrifice to our God.' °Impose
heavier work on the men. Then they will be
occupied with it and not pay attention to de-
ceptive words.”

1050 the overseers and foremen of the peo-
ple went out and said to them, “This is what
Pharaoh says: ‘Tamnot giving you straw." Go
get straw yourselves wherever you can find
it, but there willbe no reduction at allin your
workload.'"12 So the people scattered through-
out the land of Egypt to gather stubble for
straw. ¥ The overseers insisted, “Finish your
assigned work each day, justas you did when
straw was provided.” " Then the Israelite fore-
men, whom Pharaoh'’s slave drivers had set
over the people, were beaten and asked, “Why
haven'tyou finished making your prescribed
number of bricks yesterday or today, as you
did before?”

53S0 theIsraelite foremen wentinand cried
for help to Pharaoh: “Why are you treating
your servants this way? '® No straw has been
given to your servants, yet they say to us, 'Make
bricks!’ Look, your servants are being beaten,
but it is your own people who are at fault.”

7But he said, “You are slackers. Slackers!
Thatis why you are saying, ‘Let us go sacrifice
to the LorD.'*® Now get to work. No straw will
be given to you, but you must produce the
same quantity of bricks.”

Y Thelsraelite foremen saw that they were
in trouble when they were told, “You cannot
reduce your daily quota of bricks.” 22When
they left Pharaoh, they confronted Moses
and Aaron, who stood waiting to meet them.

21"May the LorD take note of you and judge,”
they said to them, “because you have made us
reek to Pharaoh and his officials — putting a
sword in their hand to kill us!”

2250 Moses wentback to the LorD and asked,
“Lord, why have you caused trouble for this
people? And why did you ever send me? 23 Ever
since I went in to Pharaoh to speak in your
name he has caused trouble for this people,
and you haven't rescued your people at all.”

But the LorD replied to Moses, “Now you

will see whatIwill do to Pharaoh: because
of a strong hand he will let them go, and be-
cause of a strong hand he will drive them from
hisland.”

#5:2 Or recognize
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GOD PROMISES FREEDOM

2Then God spoke to Moses, telling him, “Iam
the LorD.3Iappeared to Abraham, Isaac, and
Jacob as God Almighty, but I was not known
to them by my name ‘the LorD.’*41also estab-
lished my covenant with them to give them
the land of Canaan, the land they lived in as
aliens.’ Furthermore, [ have heard the groan-
ing of theIsraelites, whom the Egyptians are
forcing to work as slaves, and  have remem-
bered my covenant.

6“Therefore tell theIsraelites:Iam the LORD,
and Iwill bring you out from the forced labor
of the Egyptians and rescue you from slavery
to them.Iwill redeem you with an outstretched
arm and great acts of judgment. 71 will take
you as my people, and I willbe your God. You
will know that I am the LorD your God, who
brought you out from the forced labor of the
Egyptians. 81 will bring you to the land that I
swore® to give to Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob,
and I will give it to you as a possession. I am
the LorD."” * Moses told this to the Israelites,
butthey did notlisten to him because of their
broken spirit and hard labor.

9 Then the LOoRD spoke to Moses, " “Go and
tellPharaoh king of Egypt tolet theIsraelites
go from his land.”

12But Moses said in the LORD's presence: “If
the Israelites will not listen to me, then how
will Pharaoh listen to me, since I am such a
poor speaker? "< 3 Then the LORD spoke to
Moses and Aaron and gave them commands
concerning both the Israelites and Pharaoh
king of Egypt tobring theIsraelites out of the
land of Egypt.

GENEALOGY OF MOSES AND AARON

4These are the heads of their fathers' families:
The sons of Reuben, the firstborn
of Israel:
Hanoch and Pallu, Hezron and Carmi.
These are the clans of Reuben.

The sons of Simeon:
Jemuel, Jamin, Ohad, Jachin,
Zohar, and Shaul, the son

of a Canaanite woman.
These are the clans of Simeon.

These are the names of the sons of Levi
according to their family records;

EXODUS 6-7

Gershon, Kohath, and Merari.
Levilived 137 years.
7" The sons of Gershon:
Libni and Shimei, by their clans.
The sons of Kohath:
Amram, Izhar, Hebron, and Uzziel.
Kohath lived 133 years.
The sons of Merari:
Mahli and Mushi.
These are the clans of the Levites
according to their family records.
20 Amram married his father’s sister
Jochebed,
and she bore him Aaron and Moses.
Amram lived 137 years.
The sons of Izhar:
Korah, Nepheg, and Zichri.
The sons of Uzziel:
Mishael, Elzaphan, and Sithri.
Aaron married Elisheba,
daughter of Amminadab and sister
of Nahshon.
She bore him Nadab and Abihu, Eleazar
and Ithamar.
The sons of Korah:
Assir, Elkanah, and Abiasaph.
These are the clans of the Korahites.
Aaron's son Eleazar married
one of the daughters of Putiel,
and she bore him Phinehas.
These are the heads of the Levite
families by their clans.

21
22

23

24

25

261t was this Aaron and Moses whom the
Lorp told, “Bring the Israelites out of the land
of Egyptaccording to their military divisions.”
27Moses and Aaron were the ones who spoke
toPharaohking of Egyptin order tobring the
Israelites out of Egypt.

MOSES AND AARON BEFORE PHARAOH

28 On the day the LORD spoke to Moses in the
land of Egypt,2° he said to him, “Iam the LORD;
tell Pharaoh king of Egypt everything I am
telling you.”
30But Mosesreplied in the LORD's presence,
“SinceIam such a poor speaker, how will Pha-
raoh listen to me?”
The LorD answered Moses, “See, Thave made
you like God to Pharaoh, and Aaron your
brother will be your prophet. 2You must say

#6:3 LoRD (in small capitals) stands for the personal name of God, which in Hb is Yahweh.There is along tradition of substituting

“Lorp” for “Yahweh" out of reverence. °©6:8 Lit raised my hand

@

€6:12 Lit / have uncircumcised lips, alsoinv.30
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whatever I command you; then Aaron your
brother must declareit to Pharaoh so thathe
will let the Israelites go from his land. 3 But
I will harden Pharaoh’'s heart and multiply
my signs and wonders in the land of Egypt.
4Pharaoh will notlisten to you, but I will put
my hand into Egypt and bring the military
divisions of my people the Israelites out of
the land of Egypt by great acts of judgment.
5The Egyptians will know thatI am the LORD
whenIstretch out my hand against Egyptand
bring out the Israelites from among them.”

6So Moses and Aaron did this; they did just
as the LorD commanded them. 7’ Moses was
eightyyears old and Aaron eighty-three when
they spoke to Pharaoh.

8The LorD said to Moses and Aaron, 2 “When
Pharaoh tells you, ‘Perform a miracle, tell
Aaron, ‘Take your staff and throw it down
before Pharaoh. It will become a serpent.’”
1050 Moses and Aaron went in to Pharaoh and
did just as the LorD had commanded. Aaron
threw down his staff before Pharaoh and his
officials, and it became a serpent. " But then
Pharaoh called the wise men and sorcerers
— the magicians of Egypt, and they also did
the same thing by their occult practices.? Each
one threw down his staff, and it became a ser-
pent.But Aaron’s staff swallowed their staffs.
BHowever, Pharaoh's heart was hard, and he
did not listen to them, as the LorD had said.

THEFIRST PLAGUE: WATER TURNED TO BLOOD

14Then the LorD said to Moses, “Pharaoh'’s
heartis hard: He refuses to let the people go.
5Go to Pharaohin the morning. When you see
him walking out to the water, stand ready to
meet him by the bank of the Nile. Take in your
hand the staff that turned into a snake. '6 Tell
him: The LorD, the God of the Hebrews, has
sent me to tell you: Let my people go, so that
they may worship” me in the wilderness, but
so far you have notlistened.” Thisis what the
LoRD says: Here is how you will know that I
am the Lorp. Watch. I am about to strike the
water in the Nile with the staff in my hand,
and it will turn toblood. ® The fish in the Nile
will die, the river will stink, and the Egyptians
will be unable to drink water from it.”

1950 the LorD said to Moses, “Tell Aaron: Take
your staff and stretch out your hand over the
waters of Egypt — over their rivers, canals,
ponds, and all their water reservoirs — and

®

they will become blood. There will be blood
throughout theland of Egypt, evenin wooden
and stone containers.”

20 Moses and Aaron did justas the Lorp had
commanded; in the sight of Pharaoh and his
officials, he raised the staff and struck the
waterin the Nile, and all the water in the Nile
was turned to blood. 2' The fish in the Nile died,
and the river smelled so bad the Egyptians
couldnotdrink water fromit. There was blood
throughout the land of Egypt.

22But the magicians of Egypt did the same
thing by their occult practices. So Pharaoh'’s
heart was hard, and he would not listen to
them, as the LorD had said. 23 Pharaoh turned
around, went into his palace, and didn't take
even this to heart. 24 All the Egyptians dug
around the Nile for water to drink because
they could not drink the water from the riv-
er.25 Seven days passed after the LORD struck
the Nile.

THESECOND PLAGUE: FROGS

Then the LorD said to Moses, “Go in to
Pharaoh and tell him: This is what the LorD

says: Let my people go, so that they may wor-
shipme.2Butif you refuse tolet them go, then
Iwill plague all your territory with frogs. 3 The
Nile will swarm with frogs; they will come up
and go into your palace, into your bedroom
and on your bed, into the houses of your of-
ficials and your people, and into your ovens
and kneading bowls. 4 The frogs will come up
on you, your people, and all your officials.”

5The LorD then said to Moses, “Tell Aaron:
Stretch out your hand with your staff over the
rivers, canals, and ponds, and cause the frogs
to come up onto the land of Egypt.” ¢ When
Aaron stretched out his hand over the waters
of Egypt, the frogs came up and covered the
land of Egypt.” But the magicians did the same
thing by their occult practices and brought
frogs up onto the land of Egypt.

8Pharaoh summoned Moses and Aaron and
said, "Appeal to the LORD to remove the frogs
from me and my people. Then I will let the
people go and they can sacrifice to the LorRD.”

9Moses said to Pharaoh, “You may have the
honor of choosing. When should I appeal on
behalf of you, your officials, and your people,
that the frogs be taken away from you and
your houses, and remain only in the Nile?”

10“Tomorrow,” he answered.

%7:16 Or serve ; Ex 4:23
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Mosesreplied, “As you have said, so that you
may know there is no one like the LORD our
God, "the frogs will go away from you, your
houses, your officials, and your people. The
frogs willremain only in the Nile.” 2 After Mo-
sesand Aaron went out from Pharaoh, Moses
cried out to the LorD for help concerning the
frogs that he had brought against Pharaoh.
3The LorD did as Moses had said: the frogsin
thehouses, courtyards, and fields died. ** They
piled them in countless heaps, and there was a
terrible odorin theland.' Butwhen Pharaoh
saw there was relief, he hardened his heart and
wouldnotlisten to them, as the LorD had said.

THETHIRD PLAGUE: GNATS

16 Then the LoRD said to Moses, “Tell Aaron:
Stretch out your staff and strike the dust of
theland, and it willbecome gnats* throughout
theland of Egypt.” 7 And they did this. Aaron
stretched out his hand with his staff, and when
he struck the dust of the land, gnats were on
people and animals. All the dust of the land
became gnats throughout the land of Egypt.
8The magicians tried to produce gnats using
their occult practices, but they could not. The
gnats remained on people and animals.

9*Thisis the finger of God,” the magicians
said to Pharaoh.But Pharaoh's heart was hard,
and he would not listen to them, as the LORD
had said.

THEFOURTH PLAGUE: SWARMS OF FLIES

20The LoRD said to Moses, “Get up early in
themorning and present yourself to Pharaoh
when you see him going out to the water. Tell
him: This is what the LoRrD says: Let my peo-
ple go, so that they may worship®me.?' Butif
youwill not let my people go, then Iwill send
swarms of flies® against you, your officials,
your people, and your houses. The Egyptians’
houses will swarm with flies, and so will the
land where theylive.”22But on that day I will
give special treatment to theland of Goshen,
where my people are living; no flies will be
there. This way you will know that I, the LorD,
amin theland.2*Iwill make a distinction®be-
tween my people and your people. This sign
will take place tomorrow.”

24 And the Lorp did this. Thick swarms of
flies went into Pharaoh's palace and his offi-
cials"houses. Throughout Egypt theland was

EXODUS 8-9

ruined because of the swarms of flies. 2> Then
Pharaoh summoned Moses and Aaron and said,
“Go sacrifice to your God within the country.”

26 But Moses said, “It would not be right* to
do that, because what we will sacrifice to the
Lorp our God is detestable to the Egyptians. If
we sacrifice what the Egyptians detestin front
of them, won't they stone us? 2 We must go a
distance of three days into the wilderness and
sacrifice to the Lorp our God as heinstructsus.”

28 Pharaoh responded, “Twillletyou go and
sacrifice to the LorD your God in the wilder-
ness, but don't go very far. Make an appeal
for me.”

2"AgsoonasIleave you,” Moses said, “Twill
appeal to the LorD, and tomorrow the swarms
of flies will depart from Pharaoh, his officials,
and his people. But Pharaoh mustnotact de-
ceptively again by refusing to let the people
go and sacrifice to the LOoRD.” 3¢ Then Moses
left Pharaoh’s presence and appealed to the
LorD. 3'The LorD did as Moses had said: He
removed the swarms of flies from Pharaoh,
his officials, and his people; not one was left.
32But Pharaoh hardened his heart this time
also and did not let the people go.

THEFIFTH PLAGUE: DEATH OF LIVESTOCK

Then the LorD said to Moses, “Goin to Pha-

raoh and say to him: This is what the LORD,
the God of the Hebrews, says: Let my people go,
so that they may worship me.2Butif yourefuse
tolet them go and keep holding them, 3 then the
Lorp’s hand willbring a severe plague against
your livestock in the field — the horses, don-
keys, camels, herds, and flocks. 4 But the LORD
willmake a distinction between the livestock of
Israel and thelivestock of Egypt, so thatnothing
ofall that theIsraelites own will die.”> And the
LORD set a time, saying, “Tomorrow the LORD
will do this thing in the land.” ¢ The Lorp did
this the next day. All the Egyptian livestock
died, but none among the Israelite livestock
died.”Pharaoh sent messengers who saw that
not a single one of the Israelite livestock was
dead. But Pharaoh’s heart was hard, and he
did not let the people go.

THESIXTH PLAGUE: BOILS

8Then the LoRrD said to Moses and Aaron,
“Take handfuls of furnace soot, and Moses
is to throw it toward heaven in the sight of

~8:16 Perhaps sand fleas or mosquitoes ®8:20 Or serve “8:210r insects °8:21Lit are £8:23 LXX, Syr,Vg; MT reads will
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Pharaoh. 21t will become fine dust over the
entireland of Egypt. It will become festering
boils on people and animals throughout the
land of Egypt.” 1°So they took furnace soot
and stood before Pharaoh. Moses threw it
toward heaven, and itbecame festering boils
onpeople and animals. " The magicians could
not stand before Moses because of the boils,
for theboils were on the magicians as well as
onall the Egyptians.'?But the LorD hardened
Pharaoh's heartand he did notlisten to them,
as the LorD had told Moses.

THESEVENTH PLAGUE: HAIL

3 Then the LorD said to Moses, “Get up early in
themorning and present yourself to Pharaoh.
Tell him: This is what the LorD, the God of the
Hebrews says: Let my people go, so that they
may worship me. “For this time [ am about
to send all my plagues against you,” your of-
ficials, and your people. Then you will know
there is no one like me on the whole earth.
5Bynow I could have stretched out my hand
and struck you and your people with aplague,
and youwould havebeen obliterated from the
earth. '*However, I have let you live for this
purpose: to show you my power and to make
my name known on the whole earth.” You are
stillacting arrogantly against® my people by
not letting them go. '® Tomorrow at this time
[ will rain down the worst hail that has ever
occurredin Egypt from the day it was found-
eduntilnow. ™ Therefore give orders to bring
your livestock and all that you have in the field
into shelters. Every person and animal that
isin the field and not brought inside will die
when the hail falls on them.” 20 Those among
Pharaoh’s officials who feared the word of
the LorD made their servants and livestock
flee to shelters, 2'but those who didn't take
to heart the LorD's word left their servants
and livestock in the field.

22Then the LorD said to Moses, “Stretch out
your hand toward heaven and let there be hail
throughout theland of Egypt — on people and
animals and every plant of the field in the land
of Egypt.” 22 So Moses stretched out his staff
toward heaven, and the LorD sent thunder
and hail. Lightning struck the land, and the
LorD rained hail on the land of Egypt. 24 The
hail, with lightning flashing through it, was
so severe that nothing like it had occurred

®
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in the land of Egypt since it had become a
nation. > Throughout the land of Egypt, the
hail struck down everything in the field, both
people and animals. The hail beat down every
plant of the field and shattered every tree in
the field. 26 The only placeit didn't hail was in
theland of Goshen, where the Israelites were.

27Pharaoh sent for Moses and Aaron. “ have
sinned this time,” he said to them. “The LORD
istherighteousone, and I and my people are
the guilty ones. 28 Make an appeal to the LORD.
There hasbeen enough of God's thunder and
hail. I will let you go; you don't need to stay
any longer.”

29 Moses said to him, “When I have left the
city, I will spread out my hands to the LORD.
The thunder will cease, and there will be no
more hail, so that you may know the earth®
belongs to the LorD.3°Butas for you and your
officials, I know that you still do not fear the
LorDp God."

31The flax and the barley were destroyed
because thebarley was ripe® and the flax was
budding, 32but the wheat and the spelt were
not destroyed since they are later crops.*

33Moses left Pharaoh and the city,and spread
outhishands to the LorD. Then the thunder and
hail ceased, and rain no longer poured down
ontheland.3*When Pharaoh saw that the rain,
hail, and thunder had ceased, he sinned again
and hardened his heart, he and his officials.
35S0 Pharaoh's heart was hard, and he did
not let the Israelites go, as the LorD had said
through Moses.

THEEIGHTH PLAGUE: LOCUSTS

1 Then the LorD said to Moses, “Go to Pha-
raoh, forThave hardened his heart and
thehearts of his officials so that Imay do these
miraculous signs of mine among them,"2and
so that you may tell€ your son and grandson
how severely I dealt with the Egyptians and
performed miraculous signs among them,
and you will know that I am the Lorp.”
35S0 Moses and Aaron went in to Pharaoh
and told him, “This is what the LorD, the God
of the Hebrews, says: How long will you re-
fuse to humble yourself before me? Let my
people go, that they may worship me. 4 But if
yourefuse tolet my people go, then tomorrow
Iwill bring locusts into your territory. > They
will cover the surface of the land so that no

49:14 Lit plagues to your heart ©9:17 Or still obstructing
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one will be able to see the land. They will eat
the remainder left to you that escaped the
hail; they will eat every tree you have grow-
ing in the fields. ¢ They will fill your houses,
all your officials’ houses, and the houses of
all the Egyptians — something your fathers
and grandfathers never saw since the time
they occupied the land until today.” Then he
turned and left Pharaoh's presence.
7Pharaoh’s officials asked him, “How long
must thismanbe a snare tous? Let the men go,
so that they may worship the Lorp their God.
Don'tyourealize yet that Egyptis devastated?”
8S0 Moses and Aaron were brought back
to Pharaoh. “Go, worship the LorD your God,”
Pharaoh said. “But exactly who will be going?”
9Moses replied, “We will go with our young
and with our old; we will go with our sons and
with our daughters, with our flocks and with
our herds because we must hold the LoRD's
festival.”
10He said to them, “The Lord would have tobe
withyouifIwould everlet you and your fami-
lies go! Look out — you're heading for trouble.
"No, go —just able-bodied men — worship
the LORD, since that's what you want.” And
they were driven from Pharaoh's presence.
12The LorD then said to Moses, “Stretch out
your hand over the land of Egypt, and the lo-
custs will come up overit and eat every plant
intheland, everything that the hailleft.”" * So
Moses stretched out his staff over theland of
Egypt, and the LORD sent an east wind over
the land all that day and through the night.
By morning the east wind had broughtin the
locusts. ™ The locusts went up over the entire
land of Egypt and settled on the whole territory
of Egypt. Neverbefore had therebeen sucha
large number of locusts, and there never will
be again. * They covered the surface of the
whole land so that the land was black, and
they consumed all the plants on the ground
and all the fruit on the trees that the hail had
left. Nothing green was left on the trees or the
plantsin the field throughout theland of Egypt.
6 Pharaoh urgently sent for Moses and Aar-
on and said, “I have sinned against the LORD
your God and against you. 7 Please forgive
my sin once more and make an appeal to the
LorD your God, so that he will just take this
death away from me.” '® Moses left Pharaoh's
presence and appealed to the LoRrD. " Then

the LorD changed the wind to a strong west*
wind, and it carried off the locusts and blew
theminto the Red Sea. Not a single locust was
leftin all the territory of Egypt.2° But the LORD
hardened Pharaoh’'s heart, and he did notlet
the Israelites go.

THENINTH PLAGUE: DARKNESS

21'Then the LORD said to Moses, “Stretch out
your hand toward heaven, and there will be
darkness over the land of Egypt, a darkness
that can be felt.” 22So Moses stretched out
his hand toward heaven, and there was thick
darkness throughout the land of Egypt for
three days. 22 One person could not see an-
other, and for three days they did not move
from where they were. Yet all the Israelites
had light where they lived.

24Pharaoh summoned Moses and said, “Go,
worship the LORD. Even your families may go
with you; only your flocks and herds must
stay behind.”

25 Moses responded, “You must also let us
have® sacrifices and burnt offerings to pre-
pare for the LORD our God. 26 Even our live-
stock must go with us; not a hoof will be left
behind because we will take some of them to
worship the LorD our God. We will not know
what we will use to worship the LorD until
we get there.”

27But the LorD hardened Pharaoh's heart,
and he was unwilling to let them go. 28 Pha-
raoh said to him, “Leave me! Make sure you
never see my face again, for on the day you
see my face, you will die.”

29"As you have said,” Moses replied, “Twill
never see your face again.”

THETENTH PLAGUE: DEATH OF THE FIRSTBORN

1 The LorD said“to Moses, “Iwillbring one

more plague on Pharaoh and on Egypt.
Afterthat, he willlet you go from here. When
helets you go,” he will drive you out of here.
2Now announce to the people thatboth men
and women should ask their neighbors for
silver and gold items.” 3 The LoRrD gave* the
people favor with the Egyptians. In addition,
Moses himself was very highly regarded’ in
theland of Egyptby€¢Pharaoh'’s officials and
the people.

4SoMoses said, “This is what the LORD says:
About midnight I will go throughout Egypt,
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5and every firstborn malein theland of Egypt
will die, from the firstborn of Pharaoh who sits
on his throne to the firstborn of the servant
girlwhois at the grindstones, as well as every
firstborn of thelivestock. ¢ Then there will be
agreat cry of anguish through all the land of
Egyptsuchasnever wasbefore or ever willbe
again.”’Butagainst all theIsraelites, whether
people or animals, not even a dog will snarl,*
so that you may know that the LorRD makes
a distinction between Egypt and Israel. 8 All
these officials of yours will come down to me
and bow before me, saying: Get out, you and
all the people who follow you.® After that, I
will get out.” And he went out from Pharaoh’s
presence fiercely angry.

9The LoRD said to Moses, “Pharaoh will
notlisten to you, so that my wonders may be
multiplied in the land of Egypt.” ' Moses and
Aaron did all these wonders before Pharaoh,
butthe LorD hardened Pharaoh’s heart, and he
would notlet theIsraelites go out of hisland.

INSTRUCTIONS FOR THE PASSOVER

1 The LorD said to Moses and Aaron in

theland of Egypt:2“This monthis tobe
thebeginning of months foryou;itis the first
month of your year. 3 Tell the whole community
of Israel that on the tenth day of this month
they must each select an animal of the flock
according to their fathers’ families, one animal
per family. 4If the household is too small fora
whole animal, that person and the neighbor
nearest his house are to select one based on
the combined number of people; you should
apportion the animal according to what each
will eat.> You must have an unblemished an-
imal, a year-old male; you may take it from
either the sheep or the goats.® You are to keep it
until the fourteenth day of this month; then the
whole assembly of the community of Israel will
slaughter the animals at twilight.? They must
take some of the blood and put it on the two
doorposts and thelintel of the houses where
they eat them. 8 They are to eat the meat that
night; they should eatit, roasted over the fire
along withunleavened bread and bitter herbs.
9Donoteatany of itraw or cooked in boiling®
water, butonly roasted over fire —itshead as
well asits legs and inner organs. '® You must
not leave any of it until morning; any part of
itleft untilmorning you mustburn. "Here is

®
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how you must eat it: You must be dressed for
travel,® your sandals on your feet, and your
staffin your hand. You are to eatitina hurry;
itis the LorD's Passover.

12*Twill pass through the land of Egypt on
that night and strike every firstborn male in
theland of Egypt, both people and animals. I
am the Lorp; I will execute judgments against
allthe gods of Egypt."* Theblood on the houses
where you are staying will be a distinguish-
ing mark for you; when I see the blood, I will
pass over you. No plague will be among you
to destroy you whenIstrike theland of Egypt.

14*This day is tobe amemorial for you, and
youmust celebrate it as a festival to the LORD.
You are to celebrate it throughout your gen-
erations as a permanent statute. > You must
eat unleavened bread for seven days. On the
first day you must remove yeast from your
houses. Whoever eats what is leavened from
the first day through the seventh day mustbe
cut off fromIsrael.'® You are to hold a sacred
assembly on the first day and another sacred
assembly on the seventh day. No work may be
done on those days except for preparing what
people need to eat — you may do only that.

7*You are to observe the Festival of Unleav-
ened Bread because on this very day Ibrought
your military divisions out of theland of Egypt.
You must observe this day throughout your
generations as a permanent statute.® You are
to eat unleavened bread in the first month,
from the evening of the fourteenth day of the
month until the evening of the twenty-first
day. " Yeast must not be found in your hous-
es for seven days. If anyone eats something
leavened, that person, whether a resident
alien or native of the land, must be cut off
from the community of Israel. 22 Do not eat
anything leavened; eat unleavened bread in
all your homes."®

21'Then Moses summoned all the elders of
Israel and said to them, “Go, select an animal
from the flock according to your families,
and slaughter the Passover animal. 22 Take
a cluster of hyssop, dip it in the blood that
is in the basin, and brush the lintel and the
two doorposts with some of the blood in the
basin. None of you may go out the door of his
house untilmorning. 2 When the LoRD passes
through to strike Egypt and sees theblood on
thelintel and the two doorposts, he will pass
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over the door and not let the destroyer enter
your houses to strike you.

24“Keep this command permanently as a
statute for you and your descendants. 2> When
you enter theland that the Lorp will give you
as he promised, you are to observe this cere-
mony. 26 When your children ask you, ‘What
does this ceremony mean to you?'?’ you are to
reply, 'Itis the Passover sacrifice to the LORD,
forhepassed over the houses of the Israelites
in Egypt when he struck the Egyptians and
spared our homes." " So the people knelt low
and worshiped. 22 Then the Israelites went
and did this; they did just as the LorD had
commanded Moses and Aaron.

THEEXODUS

29 Now at midnight the LORD struck every
firstborn male in the land of Egypt, from the
firstborn of Pharaoh who sat on his throne to
the firstborn of the prisoner who was in the
dungeon, and every firstborn of thelivestock.
30 During the night Pharaoh got up, he along
with all his officials and all the Egyptians, and
there was a loud wailing throughout Egypt
because there wasn't a house without some-
one dead.3'He summoned Moses and Aaron
during thenight and said, “Get outimmediately
from among my people, both you and the Is-
raelites, and go, worship the LorD as you have
said. 32 Take even your flocks and your herds
as you asked and leave, and also bless me.”

33 Now the Egyptians pressured the peo-
ple in order to send them quickly out of the
country, for they said, “We're all going to die! "
3450 the people took their dough before it was
leavened, with their kneading bowls wrapped
up in their clothes on their shoulders.

35ThelIsraelites acted on Moses's word and
asked the Egyptians for silver and gold items
and for clothing. 3¢ And the LorD gave the peo-
ple such favor with the Egyptians that they
gave them what they requested. In this way
they plundered the Egyptians.

37The Israelites traveled from Rameses to
Succoth, about six hundred thousand able-bod-
ied men on foot, besides their families. 3¢ A
mixed crowd also went up with them, along
with a huge number of livestock, both flocks
and herds.3° The people baked the dough they
had brought out of Egypt into unleavened
loaves, sinceithad no yeast; forwhen they were

EXODUS 12-13

driven out of Egypt, they could not delay and
hadnot prepared provisions for themselves.

40The time that theIsraelites lived in Egypt*
was 430 years. 4 At the end of 430 years, on
that same day, all the LorD's military divisions
went out from the land of Egypt. 421t was a
night of vigil in honor of the LorD, because
hewouldbring them out of theland of Egypt.
This samenightisinhonor of the LorD, anight
vigil for all the Israelites throughout their
generations.

PASSOVER INSTRUCTION

43The LoRD said to Moses and Aaron, “This
is the statute of the Passover: no foreigner
may eat it. 44 But any slave a man has pur-
chased may eat it, after you have circumcised
him. 45 A temporary resident or hired worker
may not eat the Passover.46Itistobe eatenin
one house. You may not take any of the meat
outside the house, and you may not break
any of its bones. 4 The whole community of
Israel must celebrate®it. 48 If an alien resides
among you and wants to observe the LORD's
Passover, every male in his household must
becircumcised, and then he may participate;©
he will become like a native of the land. But
no uncircumcised person may eat it. 42 The
same law will apply to both the native and
the alien who resides among you.”
50Then all the Israelites did this; they did
just as the LorD had commanded Moses and
Aaron. > 0n that same day the LOrRD brought
thelsraelites out of theland of Egyptaccord-
ing to their military divisions.
1 The LorD spoke to Moses: 2 “Consecrate
every firstborn male to me, the firstborn
from every womb among the Israelites, both
man and domestic animal; it is mine.”
3Then Moses said to the people, “Remember
this day when you came out of Egypt, out of the
place of slavery, for the LorD brought you out
of here by the strength of his hand. Nothing
leavened may be eaten. 4 Today, in the month
of Abib,® you are going out. > When the LORD
brings you into the land of the Canaanites,
Hethites, Amorites, Hivites, and Jebusites,*
which he swore to your fathers that he would
give you, a land flowing with milk and hon-
ey, you must carry out this ceremony in this
month.For seven days you must eat unleav-
enedbread, and on the seventh day thereis to
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be a festival to the LorD.” Unleavened bread
is to be eaten for those seven days. Nothing
leavened may be found among you, and no
yeast may be found among you in all your ter-
ritory. 8 On that day explain to your son, ‘This
isbecause of what the LorD did for me when
Icameoutof Egypt.’® Letit serveas asign for
you on your hand and as a reminder on your
forehead,” so that the LORD's instruction may
be in your mouth; for the LorD brought you
out of Egypt with a strong hand. *Keep this
statute atits appointed time fromyear to year.

"“When the LorD brings you into the land
of the Canaanites, as he swore to you and your
fathers, and gives it to you, '? you are to present
to the LorD every firstborn male of the womb.
All firstborn offspring of the livestock you
own that are males will be the Lorp's. * You
mustredeem every firstborn of a donkey with
a flock animal, but if you do not redeem it,
break its neck. However, you must redeem
every firstborn among your sons.

14“In the future, when your son asks you,
‘What does this mean?’ say to him, ‘By the
strength of his hand the LorD brought us out
of Egypt, out of the place of slavery. > When
Pharaoh stubbornly refused to let us go, the
Lorb killed every firstborn male in theland of
Egypt, both the firstborn of humans and the
firstborn of livestock. That is why I sacrifice
to the Lorp all the firstborn of the womb that
aremales, butIredeem all the firstborn of my
sons.' 6 So let it be a sign on your hand and a
symbol® onyour forehead, for the LorD brought
us out of Egypt by the strength of his hand.”

THEROUTEOF THE EXODUS

7When Pharaoh let the people go, God did not
lead them along the road to the land of the
Philistines, even though it was nearby; for God
said, “The people will change their minds and
return to Egypt if they face war.”" 8 So he led
the people around toward the Red Sea along
theroad of the wilderness. And the Israelites
left the land of Egypt in battle formation.

9 Moses took thebones of Joseph with him,
because Joseph had made the Israelites swear
asolemn oath, saying, “God will certainly come
toyouraid; then you must take my bones with
you from this place.”

20They set out from Succoth and camped
atEtham on the edge of the wilderness.?' The

®

58

LorD went ahead of them in a pillar of cloud
tolead them on their way during the day and
in a pillar of fire to give them light at night,
so that they could travel day or night. 22The
pillar of cloud by day and the pillar of fire by
nightneverleftits placein front of the people.
1 Then the LorD spoke to Moses: 2“Tell
the Israelites to turn back and camp in
front of Pi-hahiroth, between Migdol and the
sea; you must camp in front of Baal-zephon,
facing it by the sea. 3 Pharaoh will say of the
Israelites: They are wandering around the land
in confusion; the wilderness has boxed them
in.4Iwill harden Pharaoh'’s heart so that he
will pursue them. Then I will receive glory by
means of Pharaoh and all his army, and the
Egyptians will know that I am the LOrD.” So
the Israelites did this.

THEEGYPTIAN PURSUIT

5When the king of Egypt was told that the
people had fled, Pharaoh and his officials
changed their minds about the people and
said: “What have we done? We have released
Israel from serving us.”®So he got his chariot
ready and took his troops“with him; 7 he took
six hundred of the best chariots and all the
rest of the chariots of Egypt, with officers in
each one. 8 The LorD hardened the heart of
Pharaoh king of Egypt, and he pursued the
Israelites, who were going out defiantly.”® The
Egyptians —all Pharaoh’s horses and char-
iots, his horsemen, and his army — chased
after them and caught up with them as they
camped by the seabeside Pi-hahiroth, in front
of Baal-zephon.

10 As Pharaoh approached, the Israelites
looked up and there were the Egyptians com-
ing after them! The Israelites were terrified
and cried out to the LorD for help. " They said
to Moses: “Is it because there are no graves
in Egypt that you have taken us away to die
in the wilderness? What have you done to us
bybringing us out of Egypt? 2 Isn't this what
we told you in Egypt: Leave us alone so that
we may serve the Egyptians? It would have
beenbetter forus to serve the Egyptians than
to die in the wilderness.”

13 But Moses said to the people, “Don't be
afraid. Stand firm and see the LorD’s salvation
thathe will accomplish for you today; for the
Egyptians you see today, you will never see

*13:9 Lit reminder between your eyes  ®13:16 Or phylactery
chariot drivers
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again. “The Lorp will fight for you, and you
must be quiet.”

ESCAPETHROUGH THERED SEA

5The LorD said to Moses, “Why are you crying
out to me? Tell the Israelites to break camp.
16 As for you, lift up your staff, stretch out
your hand over the sea, and divide it so that
the Israelites can go through the sea on dry
ground." As forme, Iam going to harden the
hearts of the Egyptians so that they will goin
after them, and I will receive glory by means
of Pharaoh, all his army, and his chariots and
horsemen. ® The Egyptians will know that I
am the LorD when I receive glory through
Pharaoh, his chariots, and his horsemen.”

Y Then the angel of God, who was going in
front of the Israelite forces, moved and went
behind them. The pillar of cloud moved from
in front of them and stood behind them. 2°Tt
camebetween the Egyptian and Israelite forc-
es. There was cloud and darkness, itlitup the
night, and neither group came near the other
allnight long.

21'Then Moses stretched out his hand over
the sea. The LorD drove the sea back with a
powerful east wind all that night and turned
the sea into dry land. So the waters were di-
vided, 2 and the Israelites went through the
seaondry ground, with the waters like a wall
to them on their right and their left.

23The Egyptians set outin pursuit — all Pha-
raoh's horses, his chariots, and his horsemen
— and wentinto the sea after them. 24 During
the morning watch, the LorD looked down
at the Egyptian forces from the pillar of fire
and cloud, and threw the Egyptian forces into
confusion. 2 He caused their chariot wheels to
swerve”® and made them drive “ with difficul-
ty. “Let’s getaway from Israel,” the Egyptians
said, “because the LoRbD is fighting for them
against Egypt!”

26 Then the LorD said to Moses, “Stretch out
your hand over the sea so that the water may
come back on the Egyptians, on their char-
iots and horsemen.” 27 So Moses stretched
out his hand over the sea, and at daybreak
the sea returned to its normal depth. While
the Egyptians were trying to escape from
it, the LorD threw them into the sea. 22 The
water cameback and covered the chariots and
horsemen, plus the entire army of Pharaoh

EXODUS 14-15

that had gone after them into the sea. Not
even one of them survived.

29 But thelsraelites had walked through the
seaondry ground, with the waters like a wall
to them on their right and their left. 3¢ That
day the Lorp saved Israel from the power of
the Egyptians, and Israel saw the Egyptians
dead on the seashore. 3 When Israel saw the
great power that the LORD used against the
Egyptians, the people feared the LorD and
believed in him and in his servant Moses.

ISRAEL'S SONG

Then Moses and the Israelites sang this
song to the LorD. They said:
I will sing to the LorD,
for he is highly exalted;
he has thrown the horse
and its rider into the sea.
2 The LorD is my strength and my song;"
he has become my salvation.
This is my God, and I will praise him,
my father's God, and I will exalt him.
3 TheLoRrbpis a warrior;
the LORD is his name.

4 He threw Pharaoh'’s chariots
and his army into the sea;
the elite of his officers
were drowned in the Red Sea.
5 The floods covered them;
they sank to the depths like a stone.
6 LoRrpD, your right hand is glorious
in power.
Lorp, your right hand shattered
the enemy.
7 You overthrew your adversaries
by your great majesty.
You unleashed your burning wrath;
it consumed them like stubble.
8 The water heaped up at the blast
from your nostrils;
the currents stood firm like a dam.
The watery depths congealed
in the heart of the sea.
9 The enemy said:
“Twill pursue, I will overtake,
I will divide the spoil.
My desire will be gratified
at their expense.
I will draw my sword;
my hand will destroy*® them.”

A14:25 Sam, LXX, Syr read He bound their chariot wheels ©14:25 Or fall off “14:25 Or and they drove them

might £15:9 Or conquer
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10 But you blew with your breath,
and the sea covered them.
They sank like lead
in the mighty waters.

' Lorp, who is like you among the gods?
Who is like you, glorious in holiness,
revered with praises,

performing wonders?

2. You stretched out your right hand,
and the earth swallowed them.

3 With your faithful love,
you will lead the people
you have redeemed;
you will guide them

to your holy dwelling
with your strength.

4 When the peoples hear,
they will shudder;
anguish will seize the inhabitants
of Philistia.
5 Then the chiefs of Edom will be
terrified;
trembling will seize the leaders of Moab;
all the inhabitants of Canaan will panic;
6 terror and dread will fall on them.
They will be as still* as a stone
because of your powerful arm
until your people pass by, LORD,
until the people whom you purchased®
pass by.

7 You will bring them in and plant them
on the mountain of your possession;
LorD, you have prepared the place
for your dwelling;

Lord,“ your hands have established
the sanctuary.

8 The LorD will reign forever and ever!

¥When Pharaoh's horses with his chariots

and horsemen went into the sea, the LORD
brought the water of the seaback over them.
But the Israelites walked through the sea on
dry ground. 2° Then the prophetess Miriam,
Aaron's sister, took a tambourine in her hand,
and all the women came out following her
with tambourines and dancing. 2' Miriam
sang to them:

Sing to the LoRD,

for he is highly exalted,;

16

he has thrown the horse
and its rider into the sea.

WATER PROVIDED

22Then Moses led Israel on from the Red Sea,
and they went out to the Wilderness of Shur.
They journeyed for three days in the wilder-
ness without finding water. 2 They came to
Marah, but they could not drink the water at
Marah because it was bitter — that is why it
was named Marah.” 24 The people grumbled
toMoses, “What are we going to drink? " 25 So
hecried out to the LorD, and the LorD showed
him a tree. When he threw it into the water,
the water became drinkable.

The LorD made a statute and ordinance for
them at Marah, and he tested them there.26 He
said, “If you will carefully obey the LORD your
God, dowhatisrightinhis sight, pay attention
to his commands, and keep all his statutes,
I will not inflict any illnesses on you that I
inflicted on the Egyptians. For I am the LORD
who heals you.”

27Then they came to Elim, where there were
twelve springs and seventy date palms, and
they camped there by the water.

MANNA AND QUAILPROVIDED

The entireIsraelite community departed
from Elim and came to the Wilderness of
Sin, which is between Elim and Sinai, on the
fifteenth day of the second month after they
hadleft theland of Egypt.2The entire Israel-
ite community grumbled against Moses and
Aaron in the wilderness. 3 The Israelites said
to them, “If only we had died by the LORD’S
hand in the land of Egypt, when we sat by
pots of meat and ate all the bread we wanted.
Instead, you brought us into this wilderness
tomake this whole assembly die of hunger!”

4Then the LorD said to Moses, “I am going
to rain bread from heaven for you. The peo-
pleareto go out each day and gather enough
for that day. This way I will test them to see
whether or not they will follow my instruc-
tions. *On the sixth day, when they prepare
what they bring in, it will be twice as much
as they gather on other days."®

650 Moses and Aaron said to all the Israel-
ites: “This evening you will know that it was
the LorRD who brought you out of the land of
Egypt, 7and in the morning you will see the

*15:16 Or silent  ®15:16 Or created
gathering day to day
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Lorp's glory because he has heard your com-
plaints about him. For who are we that you
complain aboutus?"&Moses continued, “The
LorD will give you meat to eat this evening and
allthebread you want in the morning, for he
has heard the complaints that you are raising
againsthim. Who are we? Your complaints are
not against us but against the LorD.”

9Then Moses told Aaron, “Say to the entire
Israelite community, ‘Come before the LORD,
forhehasheard your complaints.’” ' As Aaron
was speaking to the entire Israelite commu-
nity, they turned toward the wilderness, and
there in a cloud the LorD's glory appeared.

"The LoRrD spoke to Moses, 2 “Thave heard
the complaints of the Israelites. Tell them: At
twilight you will eat meat, and in the morn-
ing you will eat bread until you are full. Then
you will know that I am the LorD your God."

13S0 atevening quail came and covered the
camp. In the morning there was a layer of
dew all around the camp. ' When the layer of
dew evaporated, there were fine flakes on the
desert surface, as fine as frost on the ground.
5When the Israelites saw it, they asked one
another, “Whatisit? "because they didn't know
what it was.

Moses told them, “It is the bread the LOrRD
has given you to eat. ® This is what the LORD
has commanded: ‘Gather as much of itas each
personneeds to eat. You may take two quarts”®
per individual, according to the number of
people each of you has in his tent.'”

7So the Israelites did this. Some gathered
a lot, some a little. ® When they measured
it by quarts,® the person who gathered a lot
had no surplus, and the person who gath-
ered a little had no shortage. Each gathered
asmuch as he needed to eat. " Moses said to
them, “No one is to let any of it remain until
morning.” 2° But they didn't listen to Moses;
some people left part of it untilmorning, and
it bred worms and stank. Therefore Moses
was angry with them.

21They gathered it every morning. Each
gathered as much as he needed to eat, but
when the sun grew hot, it melted. 220n the
sixth day they gathered twice as much food,
four quarts©apiece, and all theleaders of the
community came and reported this to Moses.
23 He told them, “This is what the LorD has
said: ‘Tomorrow is a day of complete rest, a

61 EXODUS 16-17

holy Sabbath to the LorD. Bake what you want
to bake, and boil what you want to boil, and
setaside everything left over to be kept until
morning."”

2450 they set it aside until morning as Mo-
ses commanded, and it didn't stink or have
maggotsinit. 25 “"Eatit today,” Moses said, “be-
cause today is a Sabbath to the LorD. Today
youwon't find any in the field. 26 For six days
you will gatherit, but on the seventh day, the
Sabbath, there will be none.”

27Yet on the seventh day some of the people
went out to gather, but they did not find any.
28Then the LoRD said to Moses, “How long
will you® refuse to keep my commands and
instructions??° Understand that the LorD has
given you the Sabbath; therefore on the sixth
day he will give you two days’ worth of bread.
Each of you stay where you are; no one is to
leave his place on the seventh day.” 3°So the
people rested on the seventh day.

31'The house of Israel named the substance
manna.® It resembled coriander seed, was
white, and tasted like wafers made with honey.
32Moses said, “This is what the LorD has com-
manded: ‘'Two quarts®of itare to be preserved
throughout your generations, so that they
may see thebreadIfed youin the wilderness
whenIbroughtyouout of theland of Egypt."”

33 Moses told Aaron, “Take a container and
put two quarts® of manna in it. Then place it
before the LoRD to be preserved throughout
your generations.” 34 As the LorRD commanded
Moses, Aaron placed it before the testimony
to be preserved.

35The Israelites ate manna for forty years,
until they came to an inhabited land. They ate
manna until they reached the border of the
land of Canaan. 3¢ (They used a measure called
an omer, which held two quarts.")

WATER FROM THEROCK

1 The entire Israelite community left the

Wilderness of Sin, moving from one place
to thenextaccording to the LORD's command.
They camped at Rephidim, but there was no
water for the people to drink. 2 So the people
complained to Moses, “Give us water to drink.”

“Why are you complaining to me? " Moses re-
plied to them. “Why are you testing the LorD?”

3Butthe people thirsted there for water and
grumbled against Moses. They said, “Why did

216:16 Lit an omer ®16:18 Lit by an omer  €16:22 Lit two omers °16:28 The Hb word for you is pl, referring to the whole
nation. £16:31=what?;Ex16:15 16:32Lit A full omer ©16:33 Lit a full omer "16:36 Lit (The omer is a tenth of an ephah.)

@

10/26/17 8:59 PM

®



CSB_Pew_Bible.indb 62

®

EXODUS 17-18 62

you ever bring us up from Egypt to killus and
our children and our livestock with thirst?”

4Then Moses cried out to the LoRD, “What
shouldIdo with these people? In alittle while
they will stone me!”

5The LorD answered Moses, “Go on ahead
of the people and take some of the elders of
Israel with you. Take the staff you struck the
Nile within your hand and go.®Iam going to
stand therein front of you on therock at Horeb;
whenyou hit the rock, water will come out of
it and the people will drink.” Moses did this
inthesight of the elders of Israel.? Henamed
theplace Massah* and Meribah®because the
Israelites complained, and because they tested
the LoRrD, saying, “Is the LoRD among us ornot?”

THE AMALEKITES ATTACK

8 At Rephidim, Amalek® came and fought
againstIsrael.® Moses said to Joshua, “Select
some men for us and go fight against Ama-
lek. Tomorrow I will stand on the hilltop with
God's staff in my hand.”

10 Joshua did as Moses had told him, and
fought against Amalek, while Moses, Aaron,
and Hur went up to the top of the hill. " While
Moses held up his hand,’Israel prevailed, but
whenever he put his hand® down, Amalek
prevailed.”? When Moses's hands grew heavy,
they took a stone and put it under him, and
he sat down on it. Then Aaron and Hur sup-
ported his hands, one on one side and one on
the other so that his hands remained steady
until the sun went down. ' So Joshua defeated
Amalek and his army* with the sword.

4The LorD then said to Moses, “Write this
downonascrollasareminder andreciteit to
Joshua:Iwill completely blot out the memory
of Amalek under heaven.”

15 And Mosesbuilt an altar and namedit, “The
LorD Is My Banner."f '®He said, “Indeed, my
hand is lifted up toward® the LorD's throne.
The LorD will be at war with Amalek from
generation to generation.”

JETHRO'S VISIT

1 Moses's father-in-law Jethro, the priest

of Midian, heard about everything that
God had done for Moses and for God's peo-
ple Israel when the LorRD brought Israel out

of Egypt.

2Now Jethro, Moses's father-in-law, had
takenin Zipporah, Moses's wife, after he had
sent herback, 3 along with her two sons, one
of whom was named Gershom" (because Mo-
ses had said, “IThave been a resident alien in
a foreign land”) 4and the other Eliezer (be-
cause hehad said, “The God of my father was
my helper and rescued me from Pharaoh's
sword").'

5Moses's father-in-law Jethro, along with
Moses’s wife and sons, came to him in the
wilderness where he was camped at the moun-
tain of God. ¢ He sent word to Moses, “I, your
father-in-law Jethro, am coming to you with
your wife and her two sons.”

7So Moses went out to meet his father-in-
law, bowed down, and then kissed him. They
asked each other how they had been’ and
went into the tent. 8 Moses recounted to his
father-in-law all that the LorD had done to
Pharaoh and the Egyptians for Israel’s sake,
all the hardships that confronted them on the
way, and how the LorD rescued them.

9 Jethrorejoiced over all the good things the
LorD had done forIsrael when he rescued them
from the power of the Egyptians. 10 “Blessed
be the LorD,” Jethro exclaimed, “who rescued
you from the power of Egypt and from the
power of Pharaoh. He has rescued the peo-
ple from under the power of Egypt! "Now I
know that the LoRrD is greater than all gods,
because he did wonders when the Egyptians
acted arrogantly against Israel.”*

2Then Jethro, Moses's father-in-law, brought
a burnt offering and sacrifices to God, and
Aaron came with all the elders of Israel to eat
a meal with Moses's father-in-law in God's
presence.

13 The next day Moses sat down to judge the
people, and they stood around Moses from
morning until evening. *When Moses's fa-
ther-in-law saw everything he was doing for
them he asked, “What s this thing you're doing
for the people? Why are you alone sitting as
judge, while all the people stand around you
from morning until evening?”

15 Moses replied to his father-in-law, “Be-
cause the people come to me to inquire of God.
6 Whenever they have a dispute, it comes to me,
and I make a decision between one man and
another.Iteach them God's statutes and laws.”

A7:7 =Testing

#17:7 =Quarreling “17:8 A semi-nomadic people descended from Amalek, a grandson of Esau; Gn 36:12

17:11Sam, LXX, Syr,Tg,Vgread hands  ®17:13 Or people  F17:15 = Yahweh-nissi  “17:16 Or hand was on,or hand was
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7*What you're doingisnot good,” Moses's
father-in-law said to him. ® “You will certainly
wear outboth yourself and these people who
are with you, because the task is too heavy
for you. You can't do it alone. " Now listen
to me; I will give you some advice, and God
be withyou. Yoube the one to represent the
people before God and bring their cases to
him. 2° Instruct them about the statutes and
laws, and teach them the way to live and
what they must do. 2' But you should select
from all the people able men, God-fearing,
trustworthy, and hating dishonest profit.
Place them over the people as command-
ers of thousands, hundreds, fifties, and tens.
22They should judge the people at all times.
Then they can bring you every major case
but judge every minor case themselves. In
this way you will lighten your load,* and
they will bear it with you. 23If you do this,
and God so directs you, you will be able to
endure, and also all these people will be able
to go home satisfied.”®

24 Moses listened to his father-in-law and
did everything he said. 25 So Moses chose able
men from all Israel and made them leaders
over the people as commanders of thousands,
hundreds, fifties, and tens. 26 They judged the
people atall times; they would bring the hard
cases to Moses, but they would judge every
minor case themselves.

27Moses let his father-in-law go, and he
journeyed to his own land.

ISRAEL AT SINAI

1 In the third month from the very day
thelsraelitesleft theland of Egypt, they
came to the Sinai Wilderness.2 They traveled
from Rephidim, came to the Sinai Wilderness,
and camped in the wilderness. Israel camped
there in front of the mountain.
3Moses went up the mountain to God, and
theLorb called to him from the mountain: “This
iswhat you must say to the house of Jacob and
explain to the Israelites: 4 'You have seen what
Idid to theEgyptians and how I carried you on
eagles' wings and brought you to myself.5 Now
if you will carefully listen to me and keep my
covenant, you willbe my own possession out
of all the peoples, although the whole earthis
mine, % and you willbe my kingdom of priests
and my holy nation.' These are the words that
you are to say to the Israelites.”

EXODUS 18-19

7 After Moses came back, he summoned the
elders of the people and set before them all
these words that the LorD had commanded
him. 8 Then all the people responded togeth-
er, “We will do all that the LorD has spoken.”
So Moses brought the people’s words back
to the LORD.

9The LoRD said to Moses, “I am going to
come to you in a dense cloud, so that the
people will hear when I speak with you and
will always believe you.” Moses reported the
people’s words to the LorD, '°and the LorD
told Moses, “Go to the people and consecrate
them today and tomorrow. They must wash
their clothes ""and be prepared by the third
day, for on the third day the LorD will come
down on Mount Sinai in the sight of all the
people. 2Put boundaries for the people all
around the mountain and say: Be careful that
youdon't go up on the mountain or touch its
base. Anyone who touches the mountain must
be put to death. '* No hand may touch him;*
instead he willbe stoned or shot with arrows
andnotlive, whether animal or human. When
theram's horn sounds along blast, they may
go up the mountain.”

4 Then Moses came down from the moun-
tain to the people and consecrated them, and
they washed their clothes. > He said to the
people, “Be prepared by the third day. Do not
have sexual relations with women.”

16 On the third day, when morning came,
there was thunder and lightning, a thick cloud
on the mountain, and a very loud trumpet
sound, so thatall the people in the camp shud-
dered. 7 Then Moses brought the people out
of the camp to meet God, and they stood at
the foot of the mountain. ' Mount Sinai was
completely enveloped in smoke because the
LorD came down onitin fire. [ts smoke went
up like the smoke of a furnace, and the whole
mountain shook violently. " As the sound of
the trumpet grew louder and louder, Moses
spoke and God answered him in the thunder.

20The LorD came down on Mount Sinai at the
top of the mountain. Then the LorD summoned
Moses to the top of the mountain, and he went
up.?'The LorD directed Moses, “Go down and
warn the people not to break through to see
the LORD; otherwise many of them will die.
22Even the priests who come near the LORD
must consecrate themselves, or the LorD will
break outin anger against them.”

218:22 Lit lighten from on you ®18:23 Lit go to their place in peace  “19:13 Or it
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2 Mosesresponded to the LorD, “The people
cannot come up Mount Sinai, since you warned
us:Putaboundary around the mountain and
consecrateit.”24 And the LorD replied to him,
“Go down and comeback with Aaron. But the
priests and the people mustnotbreak through
to come up to the LorD, or he willbreak outin
anger against them.” 25 So Moses went down
to the people and told them.

THETEN COMMANDMENTS
brought you out of the land of Egypt,

4 Do not make an idol for yourself,
or in the waters under the earth. Do
God, am a jealous God, punishing the
who hate me, ¢but showing faithful

7 Do not misuse the name of the LORD
his name.
all your work, "but the seventh day is
son or daughter, your male or female
"For the LorD made the heavens and
the seventh day. Therefore the LORD

2. Honor your father and your mother so

Do not murder.

2 Then God spoke all these words:
2] am the LorD your God, who
out of the place of slavery.

3 Donothave other gods besides me.
whether in the shape of anything in the
heavens above or on the earth below
not bow in worship to them, and do
not serve them; for I, the LORD your
children for the fathers’ iniquity, to the
third and fourth generations of those
love to a thousand generations of those
who love me and keep my commands.
your God, because the LorD will not
leave anyone unpunished who misuses

8 Remember the Sabbath day, to keep it
holy: ? You are to labor six days and do
a Sabbath to the LorD your God. You
must not do any work — you, your
servant, your livestock, or the resident
alien who is within your city gates.
the earth, the sea, and everything in
them in six days; then he rested on
blessed the Sabbath day and declared it
holy.
that you may have a long life in the land
that the LorD your God is giving you.
Do not commit adultery.

Do not steal.

13
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6 Do not give false testimony against

your neighbor.

7" Do not covet your neighbor’s house. Do
not covet your neighbor's wife, his male
or female servant, his ox or donkey, or
anything that belongs to your neighbor.

THEPEOPLE'S REACTION

18 All the people witnessed” the thunder and
lightning, the sound of the trumpet, and the
mountain surrounded by smoke. When the
people saw it® they trembled and stood at a
distance. ' “You speak to us, and we will lis-
ten,” they said to Moses, “but don't let God
speak to us, or we will die.”

20 Moses responded to the people, “Don’'tbe
afraid, for God has come to test you, so that you
will fear him and willnot¢sin.”2' And the peo-
pleremained standing at a distance as Moses
approached the total darkness where God was.

MOSES RECEIVES ADDITIONAL LAWS

22Then the LorD told Moses, “This is what you
areto say to thelsraelites: You have seen that
I have spoken to you from heaven. 22 Do not
make gods of silver to rival me; do not make
gods of gold for yourselves.

24"*Make an earthen altar for me, and sacri-
ficeonityourburnt offerings and fellowship
offerings, your flocks and herds.Iwill come to
youandbless youin every place wherel cause
my name to be remembered. 2 If you make a
stone altar for me, do not build it out of cut
stones. If you use your chisel on it, you will
defile it. 26 Do not go up to my altar on steps,
so that your nakedness is not exposed on it.
21 “These are the ordinances that you are

to set before them:

LAWS ABOUT SLAVES
2"When you buy a Hebrew slave, heis to serve
forsix years; thenin the seventh heistoleave
as a free man® without paying anything. 3If
he arrives alone, he is to leave alone; if he
arrives with* a wife, his wife is to leave with
him. 4If his master gives him a wife and she
bears him sons or daughters, the wife and her
children belong to her master, and the man
must leave alone.

5“Butif the slave declares, ‘Ilove my master,

my wife, and my children;Ido not want to leave
as a free man, ¢ his master is to bring him to

#20:18 Lit saw
may be in you, and you do not °21:2Lit to go forth
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thejudges”and then bring him to the door or
doorpost. His master will pierce his ear with
an awl, and he will serve his master for life.

7“When a man sells his daughter as a con-
cubine,® sheisnot toleave as the male slaves
do. 8If she is displeasing to her master, who
chose her for himself, then he must let her
be redeemed. He has no right to sell her to
foreigners because he has acted treacher-
ously toward her. 2 Or if he chooses her for
his son, he must deal with her according to
the customary treatment of daughters.®If he
takes an additional wife, he must not reduce
the food, clothing, or marital rights of the
first wife. " And if he does not do these three
things for her, she may leave free of charge,
without any payment.©

LAWS ABOUT PERSONAL INJURY

12"Whoever strikes a person so that he dies
mustbeputtodeath.’Butifhedid notintend
any harm,® and yet God allowed it to happen,
I will appoint a place for you where he may
flee.#If a person schemes and willfully acts
against hisneighbor to murder him, you must
take him from my altar to be put to death.

13*Whoever strikes his father or his mother
must be put to death.

6 “Whoever kidnaps a person must be put
to death, whether he sells him or the person
is found in his possession.

7*Whoever curses his father or his mother
must be put to death.

18“When men quarrel and one strikes the
other with a stone or his fist, and the injured
man does not die but is confined to bed, " if
he can later get up and walk around outside
leaning on his staff, then the one who struck
him willbe exempt from punishment. Never-
theless, he must pay for his lost work time*
and provide for his complete recovery.

20“When a man strikes his male or female
slave with arod, and the slave dies under his
abuse, “the owner mustbe punished."2'How-
ever, if the slave can stand up after a day or
two, the owner should not be punished' be-
cause he is his owner’s property.’

22"When men get in a fight and hit a preg-
nant woman so that her children are born
prematurely but there is no injury, the one
who hit her must be fined as the woman'’s
husband demands from him, and he must pay

according to judicial assessment. 23 If there is
aninjury, then youmust give life forlife, 24 eye
for eye, tooth for tooth, hand for hand, foot
for foot, Zburn for burn, bruise for bruise,
wound for wound.

26“When a man strikes the eye of his male
or female slave and destroys it, he must let
the slave go free in compensation for his eye.
271f he knocks out the tooth of his male or
female slave, he must let the slave go free in
compensation for his tooth.

28“When an 0x* gores aman or a woman to
death, the oxmustbe stoned, and its meat may
not be eaten, but the ox's owner is innocent.
2 However, if the ox was in the habit of gor-
ing, and its owner has been warned yet does
notrestrainit, and it kills aman or a woman,
the ox must be stoned, and its owner must
also be put to death. 3°If instead a ransom is
demanded of him, he can pay a redemption
price for his life in the full amount demand-
ed from him.3'If it gores a son or a daughter,
heis to be dealt with according to this same
law. 32If the ox gores a male or female slave,
he must give thirty shekels of silver* to the
slave's master, and the ox must be stoned.

33“When a man uncovers a pitor digs a pit,
and does not cover it, and an ox or a donkey
falls into it, 3 the owner of the pit must give
compensation; he must pay to its owner, but
the dead animal will become his.

35“When a man’s ox injures his neighbor’s
ox and it dies, they must sell the live ox and
divideits proceeds; they must also divide the
dead animal. 3¢ If, however, itis known that the
oxwasinthehabit of goring, yetits owner has
not restrained it, he must compensate fully,
ox for ox; the dead animal will become his.

LAWS ABOUT THEFT

2 2 “When aman steals an ox or a sheep and

butchersitorsellsit,hemust repay five
cattle for the ox or four sheep for the sheep.
2]f a thief is caught in the act of breaking in,
and he is beaten to death, no one is guilty of
bloodshed. 3 Butif this happens after sunrise,
thehouseholderis guilty of bloodshed. A thief
must make full restitution. If he is unable,
heis to be sold because of his theft. 4If what
was stolen — whether ox, donkey, or sheep
—is actually found alive in his possession,
he must repay double.

#21:6 Or to God ; thatis, to his sanctuary or court ®21:7 Or servant  “21:11 She doesn’t have to pay any redemption price.

°21:13 Lit he was not lying in wait  £21:14 Or maliciously
vengeance

F21:19 Lit his inactivity
'21:21 Or not suffer vengeance ’21:21Lit silver *21:28 Or a bull, or a steer '21:32 About one pound of silver

@

$21:20 Lit hand  "21:20 Or must suffer
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LAWS ABOUT CROP PROTECTION

5“Whenamanletsafield or vineyard be grazed
in, and then allows his animals to go and graze
in someone else’s field, he must repay” with
the best of his own field or vineyard.

6“When a fire gets out of control, spreads
to thornbushes, and consumes stacks of cut
grain, standing grain, or a field, the one who
started the fire must make full restitution for
what was burned.

LAWS ABOUT PERSONAL PROPERTY

7“When a man gives his neighbor valuables®
or goods to keep, but they are stolen from
thatperson's house, the thief, if caught, must
repay double. 8If the thief is not caught, the
owner of the house must present himself to
thejudges‘to determine® whether ornot he
has taken his neighbor's property. ®In any
case of wrongdoing involving an ox, a don-
key, a sheep, a garment, or anything elselost,
and someone claims, ‘That's mine,'t the case
between the two parties is to come before the
judges.f The one the judges condemn® must
repay double to his neighbor.

10“When a man gives his neighbor a donkey,
an ox, a sheep, or any other animal to care
for, but it dies, is injured, or is stolen, while
no one is watching, " there must be an oath
before the LORD between the two of them to
determine whether or not he has taken his
neighbor’s property. Its owner must accept
the oath, and the other man does not have to
make restitution. ?But if, in fact, the animal
was stolen from his custody, he must make
restitution to its owner. 3 If it was actually
torn apart by a wild animal, he is to bring it
as evidence; he does not have to make resti-
tution for the torn carcass.

14“When a man borrows an animal from
his neighbor, and it is injured or dies while
its owner is not there with it, the man must
make full restitution. 3 If its owner is there
with it, the man does not have to make res-
titution. If it was rented, the loss is covered
by"its rental price.

LAWS ABOUT SEDUCTION

16“If aman seduces a virgin who isnot engaged,
and he sleeps with her, he must certainly pay
thebridal price for her to be his wife. 7 If her

®

father absolutely refuses to give her to him,
he must pay an amount in silver equal to the
bridal price for virgins.

CAPITAL OFFENSES

8“Do not allow a sorceress to live.

¥ *“Whoever has sexual intercourse with an
animal must be put to death.

20“Whoever sacrifices to any gods, except the
Lorbp alone, is to be set apart for destruction.

LAWS PROTECTING THE VULNERABLE

21"You must not exploit a resident alien or
oppress him, since you were resident aliens
in the land of Egypt.

22"You must not mistreat any widow or fa-
therless child. 23 If you do mistreat them, they
will no doubt cry to me, and I will certainly
hear their cry. 2 My anger will burn, and I
will kill you with the sword; then your wives
willbe widows and your children fatherless.

25"If you lend silver to my people, to the
poor person among you, you mustnotbelike
a creditor to him; you must not charge him
interest.

26"If you ever take your neighbor’s cloak
as collateral, return it to him before sunset.
27Foritis his only covering; itis the clothing
for his body.' What will he sleep in? And if
he cries out to me, I will listen because I am
gracious.

RESPECT FOR GOD

28"You must not blaspheme God’ or curse a
leader among your people.

29*You must not hold back offerings from
your harvest or your vats. Give me the first-
born of your sons. 3°Do the same with your
cattle and your flock. Let them stay with their
mothers for seven days, but on the eighth day
you are to give them to me.

31“Be my holy people. You must not eat the
meat of a mauled animal found in the field;
throw it to the dogs.

LAWS ABOUT HONESTY AND JUSTICE
23 “You must not spread a false report.
Do not join* the wicked to be a mali-
cious witness.
2"You must not follow a crowd in wrong-
doing. Donot testify in alawsuit and go along

#22:5 LXX adds from his field according to its produce. But if someone lets his animals graze an entire field, he must repay;
DSS, Sam also support this reading. ®22:7 Lit silver 22:8 Or to God °22:8 LXX,Tg,Vgread swear £22:9 Lit That is it

F22:9 Or before God ©22:9 Or one whom God condemns
judges *23:1Lit join hands with
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with a crowd to pervertjustice.3 Donot show
favoritism to a poor person in his lawsuit.

4“Ifyou come across your enemy’s stray ox
or donkey, you must return it to him.

5"If you see the donkey of someone who
hates you lying helpless under its load, and
you want to refrain from helping it, you must
help withit.”

6“Youmustnotdeny justice to apoor person
among youin his lawsuit.? Stay far away from
afalseaccusation. Donotkill theinnocent and
the just, because I will not justify the guilty.
8You must not take abribe, for abribe blinds
the clear-sighted and corrupts the words® of
therighteous.? You must not oppress aresident
alien; you yourselves know how it feels to be
a resident alien because you were resident
aliens in the land of Egypt.

SABBATHS AND FESTIVALS

10“Sow your land for six years and gather its
produce. "But during the seventh year you
are to let it rest and leave it uncultivated, so
that the poor among your people may eat from
it and the wild animals may consume what
they leave. Do the same with your vineyard
and your olive grove.

12*Do your work for six days but rest on the
seventh day so that your oxand your donkey
may rest, and the son of your female slave as
well as the resident alien may be refreshed.

13“Pay strict attention to everything I have
said to you. You must not invoke the names
of other gods; they mustnotbe heard on your
lips.©

14“Celebrate a festival in my honor three
times a year. > Observe the Festival of Un-
leavened Bread. As I commanded you, you
are to eat unleavened bread for seven days
at the appointed time in the month of Abib,”
because you came out of Egyptin that month.
No oneisto appearbefore me empty-handed.
16 Also observe the Festival of Harvest® with
the firstfruits of your produce from what you
sow in the field, and observe the Festival of
Ingathering” at the end of the year, when you
gather your produce®from the field. 7 Three
times a year all your males are to appear be-
fore the Lord Gob.

67 EXODUS 23

8“You must not offer the blood of my sacri-
fices with anything leavened. The fat of my fes-
tival offering mustnot remain until morning.

9“Bring the best of the firstfruits of your
land to the house of the LORD your God.

“Youmustnotboil a young goatinits moth-
er's milk.

PROMISES AND WARNINGS

20T am going to send an angel before you to
protect you on the way and bring you to the
place I have prepared. 2'Be attentive to him
and listen to him. Do not defy him, because
he will not forgive your acts of rebellion, for
my name is in him. 22 But if you will carefully
obey him and do everything I say, then I will
be an enemy to your enemies and a foe to your
foes. 22 For my angel will go before you and
bring you to theland of the Amorites, Hethites,
Perizzites, Canaanites, Hivites, and Jebusites,
and I will wipe them out.2* Donotbow in wor-
ship to their gods, and do not serve them. Do
notimitate their practices. Instead, demolish
them" and smash their sacred pillars to pieces.
25 Serve the LORD your God, and he'will bless
your bread and your water. I will remove ill-
nesses from you. 26 No woman will miscarry
orbe childless in yourland. I will give you the
fullnumber of your days.

27" will cause the people ahead of you to
feel terror’ and will throw into confusion all
the nations you come to. I will make all your
enemies turn their backs to you in retreat.”
28Twill send hornets'in front of you, and they
will drive the Hivites, Canaanites, and Hethites
away from you. 2°I will not drive them out
ahead of you in a single year; otherwise, the
land would become desolate, and wild animals
would multiply against you.3° I will drive them
outlittlebylittle ahead of you until you have
become numerous" and take possession of
theland.3'Iwill set your borders from the Red
Seato the Mediterranean Sea," and from the
wilderness to the Euphrates River.° For I will
place the inhabitants of the land under your
control, and you will drive them out ahead
ofyou.32You must not make a covenant with
them or their gods. 33 They must not remain
in your land, or else they will make you sin

#23:5 Or load, you must refrain from leaving it to him; you must set it free with him
23:15 March—April; called Nisan in the post-exilic period; Neh 2:1; Est3:7  £23:16 The Festival of Harvestis

€23:13 Lit mouth

$23:8 Or and subverts the cause

called Festival of Weeks elsewhere; Ex 34:22.Inthe NT itis called Pentecost; Ac2:1. F23:16 The Festival of Ingathering is called

Festival of Shelters elsewhere; Lv 23:34-36. ©23:16 Lit /abors
send terror of me ahead of you
fruitful  “23:31Lit the Sea of the Philistines

¥23:27 Or | will give your enemies to you by the neck
©23:31Lit the River
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"23:24 Probably theidols '23:25 LXX,Vgread / '23:27 Lit will

'23:28 Or send panic  “23:30 Lit
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against me. If you serve their gods, it will be
a snare for you.”

THE COVENANT CEREMONY

2 Then he said to Moses, “Go up to the
Lorp, youand Aaron, Nadab, and Abi-

hu, and seventy of Israel’s elders, and bow
in worship at a distance. 2Moses alone is to
approach the Lorp, but the others are not to
approach, and the people are not to go up
with him.”

3Moses came and told the people all the
commands of the LorD and all the ordinances.
Then all the people responded with a single
voice, “We will do everything that the LORD
has commanded.” 4 And Moses wrote down
all the words of the LorD. He rose early the
next morning and set up an altar and twelve
pillars for the twelve tribes of Israel at the base
of the mountain. > Then he sent out young Is-
raelite men, and they offered burnt offerings
and sacrificed bulls as fellowship offerings
to the LorD. ® Moses took half the blood and
setitin basins; the other half of the blood he
splattered on the altar.” He then took the cov-
enant scroll and read it aloud to the people.
Theyresponded, “We will do and obey all that
the LorD has commanded.”

8Moses took the blood, splattered it on
the people, and said, “This is the blood of the
covenant that the LorD has made with you
concerning all these words.”

9Then Moses went up with Aaron, Nadab,
and Abihu, and seventy of Israel’s elders, '® and
they saw the God of Israel. Beneath his feet
was something like a pavement made of lapis
lazuli, as clear as the sky itself. " God did not
harm*thelIsraelite nobles; they saw him, and
they ate and drank.

12The LorD said to Moses, “Come up to me
on the mountain and stay there so that I may
give you the stone tablets with the law and
commandments I have written for their in-
struction.”

13S0 Moses arose with his assistant Joshua
and wentup the mountain of God."He told the
elders, “Wait here for us until we return to you.
Aaron and Hur are here with you. Whoever
has adispute should go to them.” > When Mo-
seswent up the mountain, the cloud covered
it. 8 The glory of the LorD settled on Mount
Sinai, and the cloud covered it for six days. On

®
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the seventh day he called to Moses from the
cloud. 7 The appearance of the LorD's glory
to theIsraelites waslike a consuming fire on
the mountaintop. '® Moses entered the cloud
ashewentup the mountain, and he remained
on the mountain forty days and forty nights.

OFFERINGS TO BUILD THETABERNACLE

2 The LorD spoke to Moses: 2“Tell the
Israelites to take an offering for me.
You are to take my offering from everyone
who is willing to give. 3 This is the offering
you are to receive from them: gold, silver,and
bronze; 4blue, purple, and scarlet yarn; fine
linen and goat hair; > ram skins dyed red and
fine leather;® acacia wood; ¢ oil for the light;
spices for the anointing oil and for the fra-
grant incense; 7and onyx‘ along with other
gemstones for mounting on the ephod and
breastpiece.”
8"“They are to make a sanctuary for me so
thatImay dwell among them. ° You must make
itaccording to all that I show you — the pat-
tern of the tabernacle as well as the pattern
of allits furnishings.

THE ARK

10“They are to make an ark of acacia wood,
forty-five inches long, twenty-seven inches
wide, and twenty-seven inches high.* " Overlay
it with pure gold; overlay it both inside and
out. Also make a gold molding all around it.
12Cast four gold rings for it and place them
onits four feet, two rings on one side and two
rings on the other side.® Make poles of acacia
wood and overlay them with gold. " Insert the
polesinto the rings on the sides of the ark in
order to carry the ark with them. > The poles
aretoremainin therings of the ark; they must
not be removed from it. 6 Put the tablets of*
the testimony thatIwill give youinto the ark.
7Make a mercy seat of pure gold, forty-five
inches long and twenty-seven inches wide.®
18 Make two cherubim of gold; make them of
hammered work at the two ends of the mercy
seat. ' Make one cherub at one end and one
cherub at the other end. Atits two ends, make
the cherubim of one piece with the mercy
seat.20 The cherubim are to have wings spread
outabove, covering the mercy seat with their
wings, and are to face one another. The faces
of the cherubim should be toward the mercy

#24:11 Lit not stretch out his hand against  °25:5 Hb obscure

€25:7 0r carnelian  °25:7Traditionally, breastplate £25:10

Lit two and a half cubits its length, one and a half cubits its width, and one and a half cubits its height F25:16 the tablets
of supplied for clarity, alsoinv.21 ©25:17 Lit two and a half cubits its length, one and a half cubits its width
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seat.?'Set the mercy seaton top of theark and
put the tablets of the testimony that I will give
you into the ark. 22I will meet with you there
above the mercy seat, between the two cher-
ubim that are over the ark of the testimony;
I will speak with you from there about all
thatI command you regarding the Israelites.

THETABLE

23"You are to construct a table of acacia wood,
thirty-sixinches long, eighteen inches wide,
and twenty-seven inches high.* 24 Qverlay
it with pure gold and make a gold molding
all around it. 2> Make a three-inch® frame all
around it and make a gold molding for it all
around its frame. 26 Make four gold rings for
it, and attach the rings to the four corners at
itsfourlegs.?” The rings should be next to the
frame as holders for the poles to carry the
table. 22 Make the poles of acacia wood and
overlay them with gold, and the table canbe
carried by them. 2 You are also to make its
plates and cups, as well as its pitchers and
bowls for pouring drink offerings. Make them
out of pure gold. 3° Put the Bread of the Pres-
ence on the table before me at all times.

THELAMPSTAND

31"You are to make a lampstand out of pure,
hammered gold.Itis tobe made of one piece:
itsbase and shaft, its ornamental cups, and its
buds‘and petals. 32 Sixbranches are to extend
from its sides, three branches of the lamp-
stand from one side and three branches of the
lampstand from the other side. 33 There are to
be three cups shaped like almond blossoms,
each with a bud and petals, on one branch,
and three cups shaped like almond blossoms,
eachwith abud and petals, on thenextbranch.
It is to be this way for the six branches that
extend from thelampstand. 3 There are tobe
four cups shapedlike almond blossoms on the
lampstand shaft along with its buds and petals.
35For the six branches that extend from the
lampstand, abud mustbe under the first pair
of branches from it, a bud under the second
pair of branches fromit,and abud under the
third pair of branches from it. 36 Their buds
and branches are to be of one piece.® All of it
istobeasingle hammered piece of pure gold.

37"Make its seven lamps, and set them up
so that they illuminate the area in front of it.

EXODUS 25-26

38]ts snuffers and firepans must be of pure
gold. 32 The lampstand® with all these uten-
sils is to be made from seventy-five pounds®
of pure gold. 4°Be careful to make them ac-
cording to the pattern you have been shown
on the mountain.

THETABERNACLE

2 “You are to construct the tabernacle
itself with ten curtains. You must make
them of finely spun linen, and blue, purple,
and scarlet yarn, with a design of cherubim
worked into them. 2Each curtain should be
forty-two feet®long and six feet" wide; all
the curtains are to have the same measure-
ments. 3 Five of the curtains should be joined
together, and the other five curtains joined
together. 4Make loops of blue yarn on the
edge of the last curtain in the first set, and
do the same on the edge of the outermost
curtain in the second set. > Make fifty loops
on the one curtain and make fifty loops on
the edge of the curtain in the second set, so
that the loops line up together. ¢ Also make
fifty gold clasps andjoin the curtains together
with the clasps, so that the tabernacle may
be a single unit.
7“You are to make curtains of goat hair fora
tent over the tabernacle; make eleven of these
curtains. 8 Each curtain should be forty-five
feet'long and six feet wide. All eleven curtains
are to have the same measurements. °Join
five of the curtains by themselves, and the
othersix curtains by themselves. Then fold the
sixth curtain double at the front of the tent.
0 Make fifty loops on the edge of one curtain,
the outermost in the first set, and make fifty
loops on the edge of the corresponding curtain
of the second set. " Make fifty bronze clasps;
put the clasps through theloops and join the
tenttogether so thatitis a single unit.'? As for
the flap that remains from the tent curtains,
the leftover half curtain is to hang over the
back of the tabernacle. ®* What remains along
thelength of the tent curtains — a half yard’
onone side and a half yard on the other side
—should hang over the sides of the tabernacle
on either side to cover it. "* Make a covering
for the tent from ram skins dyed red and a
covering of fine leather® on top of that.
5“You are to make upright supports*ofaca-
cia wood for the tabernacle. '* Each support

#25:23 Lit two cubits its length, one cubit its width, and one and a half cubits its height ®25:25 Lit Make it a handbreadth

€25:31=the outer covering of aflower °25:36 Lit piece with it
#26:2 Lit four cubits, alsoinv.8

@

£25:39Lit /t  F25:39Lit a talent  ©26:2 Lit 28 cubits

'26:8 Lit 30 cubits '26:13 Lit the cubit *26:14 Hbobscure '26:15 Or frames, or beams

10/26/17 8:59 PM



EXODUS 26-27

is to be fifteen feet” long and twenty-seven®
inches wide. 7 Each support will have two
tenons for joining. Do the same for all the
supports of the tabernacle. '® Make the sup-
ports for the tabernacle as follows: twenty
supports for the south side, " and make forty
silver bases under the twenty supports, two
bases under the first support for its two ten-
ons, and two bases under the next support
for its two tenons; 2° twenty supports for the
second side of the tabernacle, the north side,
21along with their forty silver bases, two bases
under the first support and two bases under
each support; 22and make six supports for
the west side of the tabernacle. 22 Make two
additional supports for the two back corners
of the tabernacle. 24 They are to be paired at
thebottom, and joined together¢at the top in
asinglering.Soitshouldbe forboth of them;
they will serve as the two corners.2> There are
to be eight supports with their silver bases:
sixteen bases; two bases under the first sup-
port and two bases under each support.

26"You are to make five crossbars of aca-
cia wood for the supports on one side of the
tabernacle, # five crossbars for the supports
on the other side of the tabernacle, and five
crossbars for the supports of the back side
of the tabernacle on the west. 28 The central
crossbar is to run through the middle of the
supports from one end to the other. 22 Then
overlay the supports with gold, and make their
rings of gold as the holders for the crossbars.
Also overlay the crossbars with gold. 3° You
are to set up the tabernacle according to the
plan for it that you have been shown on the
mountain.

31"You are to make a curtain of blue, purple,
and scarlet yarn, and finely spun linen with
a design of cherubim worked into it. 322 Hang
it on four gold-plated pillars of acacia wood
that have gold hooks and that stand on four
silver bases. 33Hang the curtain under the
clasps® and bring the ark of the testimony
there behind the curtain, so the curtain will
make a separation for you between the holy
place and the most holy place. 34 Put the mercy
seat on the ark of the testimony in the most
holy place. 3> Place the table outside the curtain
and the lampstand on the south side of the
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tabernacle, opposite the table; put the table
on the north side.

36“For the entrance to the tent you are to
make a screen embroidered®with blue, purple,
and scarletyarn, and finely spunlinen. 3 Make
five pillars of acacia wood for the screen and
overlay them with gold; their hooks are tobe
gold, and you are to cast five bronze bases
for them.

THEALTAR OF BURNT OFFERING

27 “You are to construct the altar of acacia
wood. The altar mustbe square, 7 /2 feet
long, and 72 feet wide;" it must be 4 /2 feet
high.¢2Make horns for it onits four corners;
thehornsare tobe of one piece.” Overlay it with
bronze.? Makeits pots for removing ashes, and
its shovels, basins, meat forks, and firepans;
make all its utensils of bronze. 4 Construct a
grate for it of bronze mesh, and make four
bronze rings on the mesh at its four corners.
5Setit below, under the altar’'s ledge,' so that
the mesh comes halfway up’ the altar.¢ Then
make poles for the altar, poles of acaciawood,
and overlay them with bronze.” The poles are
tobeinserted into the rings so that the poles
are on two sides of the altar when it is car-
ried. 8 Construct the altar with boards so that
itis hollow. They are to make it just as it was
shown to you on the mountain.

THE COURTYARD

9“You are to make the courtyard for the taber-
nacle. Make hangings for the south side of the
courtyard out of finely spun linen, 150 feet®
long on that side " including twenty posts
and twenty bronze bases, with silver hooks
and silverbands" for the posts.’ And so make
hangings 150 feetlong for the north side, in-
cluding twenty posts and their twenty bronze
bases, with silver hooks and silver bands for
the posts. 2For the width of the courtyard,
make hangings 75 feet" long for the west
side, including their ten posts and their ten
bases. 1? And for the width of the courtyard
on the east side toward the sunrise, 75 feet,
“make hangings 22 /2 feet"long for one side
of the gate, including their three posts and
their threebases. ™ And make hangings 22 /4
feet long for the other side, including their

#26:16 Lit 10 cubits
join the ten curtains of the tabernacle; Ex 26:6
©27:1Lit wide, and its height three cubits

£26:36 Or woven

could stand; Lv9:22 *27:5 Or altar’s rim, so that the grid comes halfway down

$26:16 Lit a cubit and a half  €26:24 Lit and together they are to be complete

°26:33 The clasps that
F27:1Lit five cubits in length and five cubits in width

"27:2 Lit piece with it '27:5 Perhaps a ledge around the altar on which the priests

“27:9 Lit 100 cubits,alsoinv.11 '27:10 Or

connecting rods, alsoinv.11 “27:12 Lit 50 cubits,alsoinv.13 "“27:14 Lit 15 cubits, alsoinv.15
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three posts and their three bases. ' The gate
of the courtyard is to have a 30-foot” screen
embroidered® with blue, purple, and scarlet
yarn, and finely spun linen. It is to have four
posts and their four bases.

7“All the posts around the courtyard are to
be banded with silver and have silver hooks
and bronzebases.'® The courtyard is tobe 150
feetlong, 75 feet wide at each end, and 7 V2 feet
high, “all of it made of finely spun linen. The
bases of the posts are to be bronze. " All the
utensils of the tabernacle for every use and
allits tent pegs as well as all the tent pegs of
the courtyard are to be made of bronze.

THELAMPSTAND OIL

20"You are to command theIsraelites to bring
you pure oil from crushed olives for thelight,
in order to keep the lamp burning regularly.
21In the tent of meeting outside the curtain
thatisin front of the testimony, Aaron and his
sons are to tend the lamp from evening until
morning before the LorD. This is to be a per-
manent statute for the Israelites throughout
their generations.

THE PRIESTLY GARMENTS
2 “Have your brother Aaron, with his
sons, come to you from the Israelites
to serve me as priest— Aaron, his sons Na-
dab and Abihu, Eleazar and Ithamar. 2 Make
holy garments for your brother Aaron, for
glory and beauty. 3 You are to instruct all the
skilled artisans,® whom I have filled with a
spirit of wisdom, to make Aaron'’s garments
for consecrating him to serve me as priest.
4These are the garments that they must make:
a breastpiece, an ephod, a robe, a specially
woven tunic,® a turban, and a sash. They are
tomake holy garments for your brother Aar-
on and his sons so that they may serve me as
priests. > They should use* gold; blue, purple,
and scarlet yarn; and fine linen.

THEEPHOD

6“They are to make the ephod of finely spun
linen embroidered® with gold, and with blue,
purple, and scarlet yarn. 7It must have two
shoulder pieces attached to its two edges so
thatit canbejoined together.8 The artistically

EXODUS 27-28

woven waistband thatis on the ephod ® must
beof one piece,"according to the same work-
manship of gold, of blue, purple, and scarlet
yarn, and of finely spun linen.

9"Take two onyx stones and engrave on them
thenames of Israel’s sons: " six of their names
on the first stone and the remaining sixnames
on the second stone, in the order of their birth.
"Engrave the two stones with the names of
Israel's sons as a gem cutter engraves a seal.
Mount them, surrounded with gold filigree
settings.? Fastenboth stones on the shoulder
pieces of the ephod as memorial stones for
the Israelites. Aaron will carry their names
on his two shoulders before the LorD as are-
minder. " Fashion gold filigree settings ' and
two chains of pure gold; you will make them
of braided cord work, and attach the cord
chains to the settings.

THEBREASTPIECE

5"You are to make an embroidered breast-
piece for making decisions.' Make it with the
same workmanship as the ephod; make it of
gold, of blue, purple, and scarlet yarn, and of
finely spunlinen.'® It mustbe square and fold-
ed double, nine inches long and nine inches
wide.’ 7 Place a setting of gemstones* on it,
four rows of stones:
The first row should be
arow of carnelian, topaz,

and emerald;*
the second row,
a turquoise," a lapis lazuli,

and a diamond;"
the third row,
ajacinth,® an agate, and an amethyst;
and the fourth row,
aberyl, an onyx, and a jasper.
They should be adorned with gold filigree
in their settings. ' The twelve stones are to
correspond to the names of Israel's sons. Each
stone must be engraved like a seal, with one
of the names of the twelve tribes.

22"You are to make braided chains® of pure
gold cord work for the breastpiece. 22 Fashion
two gold rings for the breastpiece and attach
them toits two corners. 24 Then attach the two
gold cords to the two gold rings at the corners
of thebreastpiece. 25 Attach the other ends of

20

A27:16 Lit 20-cubit  ©27:16;28:6 Or woven ©27:18 Lit be 100 by the cubit, and the width 50 by 50, and the height five

cubits  °28:3 Lit all wise of heart £28:4,19 Hb obscure
it "28:8 Lit piece with the ephod
its width

¥28:17 Many of these stones cannot be identified with certainty.

F28:5 Lit receive  ©28:8 Lit waistband of its ephod, which is on
'28:15 Used for determining God's will; Nm 27:21  '28:16 Lit a span its length and a span

'28:17 Or beryl  “28:18 Or malachite, or garnet

N28:18 Hb obscure; LXX, Vg read jasper °28:22The same chains mentioned inv.14
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the two cords to the two filigree settings, and
in this way attach them to the ephod’s shoul-
derpiecesin the front.26 Make two other gold
rings and put them at the two other corners of
thebreastpiece on the edge thatisnext to the
innerborder of the ephod. 2 Make two more
gold rings and attach them to the bottom of
the ephod’s two shoulder pieces on its front,
closetoits seam,*and above the ephod’s wo-
ven waistband. 28 The artisans are to tie the
breastpiece from its rings to the rings of the
ephod with a cord of blue yarn, so that the
breastpiece is above the ephod’s waistband
and does not come loose from the ephod.

29 “Whenever he enters the sanctuary, Aar-
onis to carry the names of Israel’s sons over
his heart on the breastpiece for decisions, as
acontinual reminder before the LORD.3° Place
the Urim and Thummim in the breastpiece
for decisions, so that they will also be over
Aaron’'sheart whenever he comesbefore the
LorD. Aaron will continually carry the means
of decisions for the Israelites over his heart
before the LORD.

THEROBE

31"You are to make the robe of the ephod entirely
of blue yarn. 32There should be an opening at
its topin the center of it. Around the opening,
there should be a woven collar with an open-
inglike that of body armor® so thatit does not
tear.33 Make pomegranates of blue, purple, and
scarletyarn onitslower hemand all around it.
Put gold bellsbetween them all the way around,
3450 thatgold bells and pomegranates alternate
around the lower hem of the robe. 3> The robe
willbe worn by Aaron whenever he ministers,
andits sound willbe heard when he enters the
sanctuary before the LorD and when he exits,
so that he does not die.

THETURBAN

36"You are to make a pure gold medallion and
engraveit, like the engraving of a seal: HoLY TO
THE LORD. 3’ Fasten it to a cord of blue yarn so it
canbeplaced on the turban; the medallionis
tobe on the front of the turban. 38 It willbe on
Aaron’'sforehead so that Aaron may bear the
guilt connected with the holy offerings that
thelsraelites consecrate as all their holy gifts.
Itis always tobeonhisforehead, so that they
may find acceptance with the LORD.

®

OTHER PRIESTLY GARMENTS

39"You are to weave the tunic from fine lin-
en, make a turban of fine linen, and make
an embroidered sash.4° Make tunics, sashes,
and headbands for Aaron’s sons to give them
glory and beauty. 4 Put these on your brother
Aaron and his sons; then anoint, ordain, “and
consecrate them, so that they may serve me
aspriests.*2Make them linen undergarments
to cover their naked bodies; they must extend
from the waist to the thighs. 43 These mustbe
worn by Aaron and his sons whenever they
enter the tent of meeting or approach the al-
tar to minister in the sanctuary area, so that
they do not incur guilt and die. This is to be
a permanent statute for Aaron and for his
future descendants.

INSTRUCTIONS ABOUT CONSECRATION

2 “This is what you are to do for them to
consecrate them to serve me as priests.
Take ayoungbull and two unblemished rams,
2with unleavened bread, unleavened cakes
mixed with oil, and unleavened wafers coated
with oil. Make them out of fine wheat flour,
3puttheminabasket,and bring them in the
basket, along with the bull and two rams.
4Bring Aaron and his sons to the entrance
to the tent of meeting and wash them with
water. > Then take the garments and clothe
Aaron with the tunic, the robe for the ephod,
the ephod itself, and the breastpiece; fasten
the ephod on him with its woven waistband.
6 Put the turban on his head and place the holy
diadem on the turban. ? Take the anointing
oil, pouritonhishead, and anoint him. & You
must also bring his sons and clothe them
with tunics. ° Tie the sashes on Aaron and
his sons and fasten headbands on them. The
priesthood is to be theirs by a permanent
statute. This is the way you will ordain Aar-
on and® his sons.
10*You are to bring the bull to the front of the
tent of meeting, and Aaron and his sons must
lay theirhands on thebull's head. " Slaughter
the bull before the LorpD at the entrance to
the tent of meeting. 12 Take some of the bull's
blood and apply it to the horns of the altar
with your finger; then pour out all the rest
of theblood at the base of the altar. " Take all
the fat that covers the entrails, the fatty lobe
of the liver, and the two kidneys with the fat

»28:27 The place where the shoulder pieces join the front of the ephod

28:32 Hbobscure 28:41 Lit anoint them, fill their

hand  °29:9 Lit you will fill the hand of Aaron and the hand of ; Ex 29:23-24
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on them, and burn them on the altar. "*But
burn the bull's flesh, its hide, and its waste
outside the camp; it is a sin offering.

15 “Take one ram, and Aaron and his sons
are to lay their hands on the ram'’s head.
6You are to slaughter the ram, take its blood,
and splatterit on all sides of the altar. "7 Cut
the ram into pieces. Wash its entrails and
legs, and place them with its head and its
pieces on the altar. *® Then burn the whole
ramon the altar; itis aburnt offering to the
Lorp. Itis a pleasing aroma, a fire offering
to the LORD.

19*You are to take the second ram, and Aar-
on and his sons must lay their hands on the
ram'’s head. 20 Slaughter the ram, take some of
itsblood, and putiton Aaron’'s right earlobe,
on his sons’ right earlobes, on the thumbs of
theirright hands, and on the big toes of their
right feet. Splatter the remaining blood on all
sides of the altar. 2! Take some of the blood that
is on the altar and some of the anointing oil,
and sprinkle them on Aaron and his garments,
as well as on his sons and their garments. So
he and his garments will be holy, as well as
his sons and their garments.

22"Take the fat from the ram, the fat tail,
the fat covering the entrails, the fatty lobe
of the liver, the two kidneys and the fat on
them, and the right thigh (since this is aram
forordination®); 23 take oneloaf of bread, one
cake of bread made with oil, and one wafer
from the basket of unleavened bread that is
before the LorD; 24 and put all of them in the
hands of Aaron and his® sons and present
them as a presentation offering before the
LoRD. 25 Take them from their hands and burn
them on the altar on top of the burnt offering,
as a pleasing aroma before the LORD; it is a
fire offering to the LORD.

26 “Take the breast from the ram of Aaron's
ordination and present it as a presentation
offering before the LORD; it is to be your por-
tion. 27 Consecrate for Aaron and his sons
the breast of the presentation offering that
ispresented and the thigh of the contribution
that is lifted up from the ram of ordination.
28 This will belong to Aaron and his sons as a
regular portion from the Israelites, foritis a
contribution. It will be the Israelites’ contri-
bution from their fellowship sacrifices, their
contribution to the LORD.

73 EXODUS 29

29"The holy garments thatbelong to Aaron
are to belong to his sons after him, so that
they canbe anointed and ordained “in them.
30 Any priest who is one of his sons and who
succeeds him and enters the tent of meeting
toministerin the sanctuary must wear them
for seven days.

31"You are to take the ram of ordination and
boil its flesh in a holy place. 32 Aaron and his
sons are to eat the meat of the ram and the
bread that is in the basket at the entrance to
the tent of meeting. 33 They must eat those
things by which atonement was made at the
time of their ordination® and consecration.
An unauthorized person must not eat them,
for these things are holy. 34 If any of the meat
of ordination or any of the bread is left until
morning, burn what is left over. It must not
be eaten because it is holy.

35"This is what you are to do for Aaron and
his sonsbased on alll have commanded you.
Take seven days to ordain them. 3% Sacrifice a
bull as a sin offering each day for atonement.
Purify® the altar when you make atonement
for it, and anoint it in order to consecrate it.
37For seven days you must make atonement
for the altar and consecrate it. The altar will
beespecially holy. Whatever touches the altar
will be consecrated.

38"Thisis what you are to offer regularly on
the altar every day: two year-old lambs.3°In the
morning offer onelamb, and at twilight offer
the otherlamb. 40 With the firstlamb offer two
quartsF of fine flour mixed with one quart® of
oil from crushed olives, and a drink offering of
onequartof wine.4'You are to offer the second
lamb at twilight. Offer a grain offering and a
drink offering with it, like the one in the morn-
ing, as apleasing aroma, a fire offering to the
LoRD. 42 This will be a regular burnt offering
throughout your generations at the entrance
tothe tent of meeting before the LORD, where
Iwillmeetyou"to speak with you.43Iwill also
meet with the Israelites there, and that place
will be consecrated by my glory. 441 will con-
secrate the tent of meeting and the altar; Twill
also consecrate Aaron and his sons to serveme
as priests. 451 will dwell among the Israelites
and be their God. 46 And they will know that
I am the Lorb their God, who brought them
out of theland of Egypt, so that I might dwell
among them. I am the LorD their God.

#29:22 The priest would normally receive the right thigh to be eaten, but here itis burned; Lv 7:32-34. ®29:24 Lit in the hands of

his  ©29:29 Lit him for anointing in them and for filling their hand  °29:33 Lit made to fill their hand
F29:40 Lit offer a tenth  ©29:40 Lit a fourth of a hin

offering on
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EXODUS 30
THEINCENSE ALTAR

3 O “You are to make an altar for the burn-
ing ofincense; makeit of acacia wood.
2[t must be square, eighteenincheslong and
eighteen inches wide;* it must be thirty-six
inches high.? Its horns must be of one piece
with it. 3 Overlay its top, all around its sides,
and its horns with pure gold; make a gold
molding all around it. * Make two gold rings
for it under the molding on two of its sides;
put these on opposite sides of it to be holders
for thepoles to carryit with.>Make the poles
of acacia wood and overlay them with gold.
6“You are to place the altar in front of the
curtain by the ark of the testimony — in front
of the mercy seat that is over the testimony
— where I will meet with you.” Aaron must
burn fragrantincense onit; he mustburnitev-
erymorning when he tends the lamps. 2 When
Aaron sets up the lamps at twilight, he must
burnincense. Thereis tobe anincense offering
before the LorD throughout your generations.
2Youmustnot offer unauthorized incense on
it, oraburnt or grain offering; you are not to
pour a drink offering on it.
10“Once ayear Aaronis to perform the atone-
ment ceremony for the altar. Throughout your
generations he is to perform the atonement
ceremony for¢it once a year, with theblood of
the sin offering for atonement on the horns.
The altar is especially holy to the LORD.”

THEATONEMENT MONEY

""The LoRD spoke to Moses: 2 “When you take
a census of the Israelites to register them,
each of the men must pay a ransom for his
life to the LoRD as they are registered. Then
no plague will come on them as they are reg-
istered. ¥ Everyone who is registered must
pay half a shekel® according to the sanctuary
shekel (twenty gerahs to the shekel). This half
shekel is a contribution to the Lorp. *Each
man who is registered, twenty years old or
more, must give this contribution to the LORD.
5 The wealthy may not give more and the poor
may not give less than half a shekel when giv-
ing the contribution to the LorD to atone for*
your lives. 6 Take the atonement pricef from
the Israelites and use it for the service of the
tent of meeting. It will serve as a reminder
for the Israelites before the LoRD to atone
for your lives.”

®

74

THEBRONZE BASIN

7The LorD spoke to Moses: '® “Make a bronze
basin for washing and abronze stand forit. Set
it between the tent of meeting and the altar,
andput waterinit." Aaron and his sons must
wash their hands and feet from the basin.
20Whenever they enter the tent of meeting
or approach the altar to minister by burning
an offering to the LORD, they must wash with
water so that they will not die. 2! They must
wash their hands and feet so that they will not
die; thisis tobe a permanent statute for them,
for Aaron and his descendants throughout
their generations.”

THEANOINTING OIL

22The LorD spoke to Moses: 23 “Take for your-
self the finest spices: 12 %2 pounds® of liquid
myrrh, half as much (6 /apounds*) of fragrant
cinnamon, 6 Vapounds of fragrant cane, 24 122
pounds of cassia (by the sanctuary shekel), and
a gallon' of olive oil. 25 Prepare from these a
holy anointing oil, a scented blend, the work
of a perfumer; it will be holy anointing oil.

26"Withityou are to anoint the tent of meet-
ing, the ark of the testimony, %’ the table with
allits utensils, the lampstand with its utensils,
thealtar of incense, 28 the altar of burnt offer-
ing with allits utensils, and the basin with its
stand. 2° Consecrate them and they will be
especially holy. Whatever touches them will
be consecrated. 3° Anoint Aaron and his sons
and consecrate them to serve me as priests.

31"Tell the Israelites: This will be my holy
anointing oil throughout your generations.
32]t must not be used for ordinary anointing
on a person’s body, and you must not make
anything like it using its formula. It is holy,
and it must be holy to you. 33 Anyone who
blends something like it or puts some of it
on an unauthorized person must be cut off
from his people.”

THESACRED INCENSE

34The Lorp said to Moses: “Take fragrant spic-
es: stacte, onycha, and galbanum,; the spices
and pure frankincense are to be in equal mea-
sures. 3 Prepare expertly blended incense from
these; itis to be seasoned with salt, pure and
holy. 3¢ Grind some of it into a fine powder
and put some in front of the testimony in the
tent of meeting, where I will meet with you.

#30:2 Lit one cubit its length and one cubit its width

©30:23 Lit 500 (shekels), alsoinv.24 "30:23 Lit 250 (shekels)
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It must be especially holy to you. 3’ As for the
incense you are making, you must not make
any for yourselves using its formula. It is to
be regarded by you as holy —belonging to
the LoORD. 3 Anyone who makes something
like it to smell its fragrance must be cut off
from his people.”

GOD'S PROVISION OF THE SKILLED WORKERS

31 The Lorp also spoke to Moses: 2 “Look, I

have appointed by name Bezalel son of
Uri, son of Hur, of the tribe of Judah. 31 have
filled him with God’s Spirit, with wisdom, un-
derstanding, and ability in every craft4to de-
sign artistic works in gold, silver, and bronze,
5to cut gemstones for mounting, and to carve
wood for work in every craft. I have also se-
lected Oholiab” son of Ahisamach, of the tribe
of Dan, to be with him. I have put wisdom in
the heart of every skilled artisan® in order
tomake all that T have commanded you:” the
tent of meeting, the ark of the testimony, the
mercy seat thatis ontop ofit, and all the other
furnishings of the tent — 8 the table with its
utensils, the pure gold lampstand with all its
utensils, the altar of incense, ? the altar of burnt
offering with allits utensils, the basin with its
stand — "°the specially woven‘garments, both
the holy garments for the priest Aaron and
the garments for his sons to serve as priests,
the anointing oil, and the fragrant incense
for the sanctuary. They must make them ac-
cording to all that I have commanded you.”

OBSERVING THE SABBATH

12The LorD said to Moses: 3 “Tell the Israel-
ites: You must observe my Sabbaths, for it is
asignbetween me and you throughout your
generations, so that you will know that I am
the LorD who consecrates you. ' Observe the
Sabbath, foritis holy to you. Whoever profanes
it must be put to death. If anyone does work
on it, that person must be cut off from his
people. > Work may be done for six days, but
on the seventh day there must be a Sabbath
of complete rest, holy to the LORD. Anyone
who does work on the Sabbath day must be
put to death. " The Israelites must observe
the Sabbath, celebrating it throughout their
generations as a permanent covenant. 71t is
asign foreverbetween me and the Israelites,
forin six days the LorD made the heavens and

EXODUS 30-32

the earth, but on the seventh day he rested
and was refreshed.”

THETWO STONE TABLETS

8When he finished speaking with Moses on
Mount Sinai, he gave him the two tablets of
the testimony, stone tablets inscribed by the
finger of God.

THE GOLD CALF

32 When the people saw that Moses de-

layed in coming down from the moun-
tain, they gathered around Aaron and said to
him, “Come, make gods® for us who will go
before us because this Moses, the man who
brought us up from the land of Egypt — we
don't know what has happened to him!”

2 Aaron replied to them, “Take off the gold
rings that are on the ears of your wives, your
sons, and your daughters and bring them to
me.”3 So all the people took off the gold rings
that were on their ears and brought them to
Aaron. 4He took the gold from them, fash-
ioned it with an engraving tool, and made it
into animage of a calf.

Then they said, “Israel, these are your gods,*
who brought you up from theland of Egypt!”

5When Aaron saw this, he built an altar in
frontofitand made an announcement: “There
willbe a festival to the LorRD tomorrow.” ¢ Early
the next morning they arose, offered burnt
offerings, and presented fellowship offer-
ings. The people sat down to eat and drink,
and got up to party.

7The LorD spoke to Moses: “Go down at
once! For your people you brought up from
theland of Egypt have acted corruptly. 8 They
have quickly turned from the way I command-
ed them; they have made for themselves an
image of a calf. They have bowed down to
it, sacrificed to it, and said, ‘Israel, these are
your gods, who brought you up from theland
of Egypt.'” 2 The LoRD also said to Moses: “I
have seen this people, and they are indeed a
stiff-necked people. ' Now leave me alone,
so that my anger can burn against them and
Icandestroy them. ThenIwill make you into
a great nation.”

" But Moses sought the favor of the LORD his
God: “"LorD, why does your anger burn against
your people you brought out of the land of
Egypt with great power and a strong hand?

#31:6 LXX, Syrread Eliab  ®31:6 Lit everyone wise of heart  “31:10 Hb obscure °32:10r make a god, alsoinv.23 £32:40r

“Israel, this is your god or “Israel, this is your God, alsoinv.8
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12Why should the Egyptians say, ‘He brought
them out with an evilintent to kill them in the
mountains and eliminate them from the face
of the earth’? Turn from your fierce anger
and relent concerning this disaster planned
for your people. ' Remember your servants
Abraham, Isaac, and Israel — you swore to
them by yourself and declared, ‘T will make
your offspring as numerous as the stars of the
sky and will give your offspring all this land
that I have promised, and they will inherit it
forever.’" "4 So the LorD relented concerning
the disaster he had said he would bring on
his people.

5Then Moses turned and went down the
mountain with the two tablets of the testi-
mony in his hands. They were inscribed on
both sides —inscribed front and back.® The
tablets were the work of God, and the writing
was God's writing, engraved on the tablets.

7When Joshua heard the sound of the peo-
ple as they shouted, he said to Moses, “There
is a sound of war in the camp.”

8 But Moses replied:

It's not the sound of a victory cry

and not the sound of a cry of defeat;

I hear the sound of singing!
¥ Ashe approached the camp and saw the calf
and the dancing, Moses became enraged and
threw the tablets out of his hands, smashing
them at thebase of the mountain.2°He took the
calf they had made, burned it up, and ground
itto powder. He scattered the powder over the
surface of the water and forced the Israelites
to drink the water.

21Then Moses asked Aaron, “What did these
people do to you that you have led them into
such a grave sin?”

22"Don'tbe enraged, my lord,” Aaronreplied.
“Youyourself know that the people are intent
on evil. 22 They said to me, ‘Make gods for us
who will gobefore us because this Moses, the
man who broughtusup from theland of Egypt
— wedon'tknow what has happened to him!’
2450 [ said to them, ‘Whoever has gold, take
itoff,’ and they gave it to me. When I threw it
into the fire, out came this calf!”

25 Moses saw that the people were out of
control, for Aaron had let them get out of
control, making them a laughingstock to
their enemies.” 26 And Moses stood at the
camp's entrance and said, “Whoever is for

®

the LoRD, come to me.” And all the Levites
gathered around him. 2 He told them, “This
is what the Lorp, the God of Israel, says, ‘Ev-
ery man fasten his sword to his side; go back
and forth through the camp from entrance
to entrance, and each of you kill his brother,
his friend, and his neighbor.'” 22 The Levites
did as Moses commanded, and about three
thousand men fell dead that day among the
people. 2 Afterward Moses said, “Today you
havebeen dedicated®to the LORD, since each
man went against his son and his brother.
Therefore you have brought a blessing on
yourselves today.”

30The following day Moses said to the peo-
ple, “You have committed a grave sin. Now I
will go up to the LorD; perhaps I will be able
to atone for your sin.”

3150 Moses returned to the LOrRD and said,
“Oh, these people have committed a grave
sin; they have made a god of gold for them-
selves.32Now if you would only forgive their
sin. Butif not, please erase me from the book
you have written.”

33The LorD replied to Moses: “Whoever
has sinned against me I will erase from my
book. 34 Now go, lead the people to the place
Itold you about; see, my angel will go before
you. But on the day I settle accounts, I will
hold them accountable for their sin.” 35 And
the LorD inflicted a plague on the people for
what they did with the calf Aaron had made.

THETENT OUTSIDE THE CAMP

3 3 The LorD spoke to Moses: “Go up from
here, youand the people youbrought up
from theland of Egypt, to theland I promised
to Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob, saying: I will
giveittoyouroffspring.2Iwill send an angel
ahead of you and will drive out the Canaan-
ites, Amorites, Hethites, Perizzites, ¢ Hivites,
and Jebusites. 3 Go up to a land flowing with
milk and honey. But I will not go up with you
because you are a stiff-necked people; other-
wise, Imight destroy you on the way.”" ¢ When
thepeople heard thisbad news, they mourned
and didn't put on their jewelry.
5For the LorD said to Moses: “Tell the Israel-
ites: You are a stiff-necked people. If Iwent up
withyou for a single moment, Iwould destroy
you. Now take off your jewelry, and I will de-
cide what to do with you.” 6 So the Israelites
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remained stripped of their jewelry from Mount
Horeb onward.

7Now Moses took a tentand pitched it out-
side the camp, at a distance from the camp;
he called it the tent of meeting. Anyone who
wanted to consult the LorD would go to the
tent of meeting that was outside the camp.
8 Whenever Moses went out to the tent, all the
people would stand up, each one at the door
of his tent, and they would watch Moses until
he entered the tent. ° When Moses entered
the tent, the pillar of cloud would come down
and remain at the entrance to the tent, and
the LorD would speak with Moses. 19 As all
the people saw the pillar of cloud remaining
at the entrance to the tent, they would stand
up, thenbow in worship, each one at the door
of his tent." The LorD would speak with Mo-
ses face to face, just as aman speaks with his
friend, then Moses would return to the camp.
His assistant, the young man Joshua son of
Nun, would not leave the inside of the tent.

THELORD'S GLORY

12Moses said to the LorD, “Look, you have told
me, ‘Lead this people up,'but you have notlet
me know whom you will send with me. You
said, ‘Tknow you by name, and you have also
found favor with me.' '3 Now if  have indeed
found favor with you, please teach me your
ways, and I will know you, so that I may find
favor with you. Now consider that this nation
is your people.”

4 And hereplied, "My presence will go with
you, and I will give you rest.”

13*If your presence does not go,” Moses re-
sponded to him, “don’t make us go up from
here. ® How will it be known that I and your
people have found favor with you unless you
go with us? I and your people will be distin-
guished by this from all the other people on
the face of the earth.”

7The LorD answered Moses, “I will do this
very thing you have asked, for you have found
favor with me, and I know you by name.”

8 Then Moses said, “Please, let me see your
glory.”

Y He said, “I will cause all my goodness to
pass in front of you, and I will proclaim the
name ‘the LorD' before you. [ will be gracious
to whom I will be gracious, and I will have
compassion on whom Iwill have compassion.”
20 But he added, “You cannot see my face, for

77 EXODUS 33-34

humans cannot see me and live.” ' The LORD
said, “Hereis a placenear me. You are to stand
on the rock, 22and when my glory passes by,
I will put you in the crevice of the rock and
cover you with my hand until I have passed
by. 22 Then I will take my hand away, and you
will see myback, but my face willnotbe seen.”

NEW STONE TABLETS

3 The LorD said to Moses, “Cut two stone
tablets like the first ones, and I will
write on them the words that were on the
first tablets, which youbroke.2Be prepared by
morning. Come up Mount Sinai in the morn-
ing and stand before me on the mountaintop.
3No one may go up with you,; in fact, no one
should be seen anywhere on the mountain.
Even the flocks and herds are not to graze in
front of that mountain.”
4Moses cut two stone tablets like the first
ones. He got up early in the morning, and
taking the two stone tablets in his hand, he
climbed Mount Sinai, just as the LorD had
commanded him.
5The LorD came down in a cloud, stood
with him there, and proclaimed his name,
“the LORD."” 8 The LoRD passed in front of him
and proclaimed:
The LorRD — the LORD is a compassion-
ate and gracious God, slow to anger and
abounding in faithful love and truth,
"maintaining faithful love to a thousand
generations, forgiving iniquity, rebellion,
and sin. But he will not leave the guilty
unpunished, bringing the fathers’ iniqui-
ty on the children and grandchildren to
the third and fourth generation.

8 Mosesimmediately kneltlow on the ground
and worshiped. ® Then he said, “My Lord, if I
have indeed found favor with you, my Lord,
please go with us (even though this is a stiff-
necked people), forgive our iniquity and our
sin, and accept us as your own possession.”

COVENANT OBLIGATIONS

10 And the LorD responded: “Look, I am mak-
ing a covenant.Iwill perform wonders in the
presence of all your people that have never
been done” in the whole earth or in any na-
tion. All the people you live among will see
the LorD's work, for whatIam doing with you
isawe-inspiring. " Observe whatI command

#34:10 Lit created

10/26/17 8:59 PM



EXODUS 34-35 78

you today.  am going to drive out before you
the Amorites, Canaanites, Hethites, Perizzites,
Hivites,”and Jebusites. 2 Be careful not to make
atreaty with the inhabitants of the land that
you are going to enter; otherwise, they will
become a snare among you. ' Instead, you
must tear down their altars, smash their sacred
pillars, and chop down their Asherah poles.
4Because the LoRD is jealous for his reputa-
tion, you are never to bow down to another
god.® Heis a jealous God.

15“Do not make a treaty with the inhabi-
tants of theland, or else when they prostitute
themselves with their gods and sacrifice to
their gods, they will invite you, and you will
eat their sacrifices. ' Then you will take some
of their daughters as brides for your sons.
Their daughters will prostitute themselves
with their gods and cause your sons to pros-
titute themselves with their gods.

7*Do not make cast images of gods for
yourselves.

8“Observe the Festival of Unleavened Bread.
You are to eat unleavened bread for seven
days at the appointed time in the month of
Abib, “asIcommanded you, for you came out
of Egypt in the month of Abib.

19*“The firstborn male from every womb
belongs to me, including all your male®* live-
stock, the firstborn of cattle or sheep. 2° You
may redeem the firstborn of a donkey with
a sheep, but if you do not redeem it, break
its neck. You must redeem all the firstborn
of your sons. No one is to appear before me
empty-handed.

21"You are to labor six days but you must
rest on the seventh day; you must even rest
during plowing and harvesting times.

22"(Observe the Festival of Weeks with the
firstfruits of the wheat harvest, and the Festival
of Ingathering" at the turn of the agricultural
year. 23 Three times a year all your males are
to appear before the Lord Gop, the God of
Israel. 24 For I will drive out nations before
you and enlarge your territory. No one will
covet your land when you go up three times
ayear to appear before the LorD your God.

2"Do not present® the blood for my sacri-
fice with anything leavened. The sacrifice of
the Passover Festival must not remain until
morning.

®

26“Bring the best firstfruits of yourland to
the house of the LorRD your God.

“Youmustnotboilayoung goatinits moth-
er's milk."

21The LoRD also said to Moses, “Write down
these words, for [ have made a covenant with
you and with Israel based on these words.”

28 Moses was there with the Lorp forty days
and forty nights; he did not eat food or drink
water. He wrote the Ten Commandments, the
words of the covenant, on the tablets.

MOSES'S RADIANT FACE

29 As Moses descended from Mount Sinai —
with the two tablets of the testimony in his
hands ashe descended the mountain — hedid
notrealize that the skin of his face shoneasa
result of his speaking with the LORD."3°When
Aaronand all theIsraelites saw Moses, the skin
of his face shone! They were afraid to come
near him. 3'But Moses called out to them, so
Aaron and all the leaders of the community
returned to him, and Moses spoke to them.
32 Afterward all the Israelites came near, and
he commanded them to do everything the
Lorp had told him on Mount Sinai. 33 When
Moses had finished speaking with them, he
putaveil over his face. 34 But whenever Moses
went before the LorD to speak with him, he
would remove the veil until he came out. After
he came out, he would tell the Israelites what
hehadbeen commanded, 35 and the Israelites
would see that Moses's face' was radiant. Then
Moses would put the veil over his face again
until he went to speak with the LORD.

THESABBATH COMMAND

3 Moses assembled the entire Israelite

community and said to them, “These
are the things that the LorD has commanded
you to do:2For sixdays work is to be done, but
on the seventh day you are to have a holy day,
a Sabbath of complete rest to the LORD. Any-
one who does work on it must be executed.
3Do not light a fire in any of your homes on
the Sabbath day.”

BUILDING THE TABERNACLE

4Then Moses said to the entire Israelite com-
munity, “Thisis what the LorD has commanded:
5Take up an offering among you for the LORD.
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Leteveryone whose heartis willing bring this
as the Lorp's offering: gold, silver,and bronze;
6blue, purple, and scarlet yarn; fine linen and
goat hair;” ram skins dyed red and fine leath-
er;*acacia wood; 8 oil for the light; spices for
the anointing oil and for the fragrantincense;
9and onyx with gemstones to mount on the
ephod and breastpiece.

10“Let all the skilled artisans® among you
come and make everything that the LORD has
commanded: " the tabernacle —its tentand
covering, its clasps and supports, its crossbars,
its pillars and bases; 2 the ark with its poles,
themercy seat, and the curtain for the screen;
B3 the table with its poles, all its utensils, and
the Bread of the Presence; ' the lampstand
forlight withits utensils and lamps as well as
the oil for thelight; " the altar of incense with
its poles; the anointing oil and the fragrant
incense; the entryway screen for the entrance
to the tabernacle; ¢ the altar of burnt offering
withitsbronze grate, its poles, and all its uten-
sils; the basin with its stand; 7 the hangings
of the courtyard, its posts and bases, and the
screen for the gate of the courtyard; ' the tent
pegs for the tabernacle and the tent pegs for
the courtyard, along with their ropes; " and
the specially woven” garments for ministering
in the sanctuary — the holy garments for the
priest Aaron and the garments for his sons
to serve as priests.”

20Then the entire Israelite community left
Moses's presence. ' Everyone whose heart
was moved and whose spirit prompted him
came and brought an offering to the Lorp for
the work on the tent of meeting, for all its ser-
vices, and for the holy garments. 22 Both men
and women came; all who had willing hearts
broughtbrooches, earrings, rings, necklaces,
and all kinds of gold jewelry — everyone who
presented a presentation offering of gold to
the LorD. 22 Everyone who possessed blue,
purple, or scarlet yarn, fine linen or goat hair,
ram skins dyed red or fine leather,” brought
them.?4Everyone making an offering of sil-
ver orbronze broughtitasa contribution to
the LorD. Everyone who possessed acacia
wood useful for any task in the work brought
it. Every skilled“ woman spun yarn with
her hands and brought it: blue, purple, and
scarlet yarn, and fine linen. 26 And all the
women whose hearts were moved spun the

EXODUS 35-36

goathairby virtue of their skill.  The leaders
brought onyx and gemstones to mount on
the ephod and breastpiece, 28 as well as the
spice and oil for the light, for the anointing
oil, and for the fragrant incense. 2° So the
Israelites brought a freewill offering to the
Lorp, all the men and women whose hearts
prompted them to bring something for all
the work that the Lorp, through Moses, had
commanded to be done.

BEZALEL AND OHOLIAB

30 Moses then said to the Israelites: “Look,
the LorD has appointed by name Bezalel son
of Uri, son of Hur, of the tribe of Judah. 3'He
has filled him with God's Spirit, with wisdom,
understanding, and ability in every kind of
craft32to design artisticworks in gold, silver,
and bronze, 33 to cut gemstones for mounting,
and to carve wood for work in every kind of
artistic craft. 34 He has also given® both him
and Oholiab son of Ahisamach, of the tribe of
Dan, the ability to teach others.3* He has filled
them with skill® to do all the work of a gem
cutter; a designer; an embroiderer® in blue,
purple, and scarlet yarn and fine linen; and
aweaver. They can do every kind of craftand
3 6 design artistic designs. 'Bezalel, Oho-

liab, and all the skilled® people are to
work based on everything the LorD has com-
manded. The LorD has given them wisdom
and understanding to know how to do all the
work of constructing the sanctuary.”

250 Moses summoned Bezalel, Oholiab, and
every skilled personin whose heart the LORD
had placed wisdom, all whose hearts moved
them, to come to the work and do it. 3 They
took from Moses's presence all the contribu-
tions that the Israelites had brought for the
task of making the sanctuary. Meanwhile, the
people continued to bring freewill offerings
morning after morning.

4Then all the artisans who were doing all
the work for the sanctuary came one by one
from the work they were doing ® and said to
Moses, “The people are bringing more thanis
needed for the construction of the work the
LorD commanded to be done.”

6 After Moses gave an order, they senta proc-
lamation throughout the camp: “Let no man
or woman make anything else as an offering
for the sanctuary.” So the people stopped.” The
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materials were sufficient for them to do all the
work. There was more than enough.

BUILDING THETABERNACLE

8 All the skilled artisans* among those do-
ing the work made the tabernacle with ten
curtains. Bezalel made them of finely spun
linen, as well as blue, purple, and scarlet yarn,
with a design of cherubim worked into them.
9Each curtain was forty-two feet® long and
six feet® wide; all the curtains had the same
measurements. '°He joined five of the cur-
tains to each other, and the other five curtains
he joined to each other. ""He made loops of
blue yarn on the edge of the last curtain in
the first set and did the same on the edge of
the outermost curtainin the second set.'> He
made fifty loops on the one curtain and fifty
loops on the edge of the curtainin the second
set, so that theloopslined up with each other.
13 He also made fifty gold clasps and joined the
curtains to each other, so that the tabernacle
became a single unit.

4 He made curtains of goat hair for a tent
over the tabernacle; he made eleven of them.
5Each curtain was forty-five feet® long and
six feetwide. All eleven curtains had the same
measurements. ' He joined five of the curtains
together, and the other six together.” He made
fifty loops on the edge of the outermost cur-
tainin the first set and fifty loops on the edge
of the corresponding curtain in the second
set. ' He made fifty bronze clasps to join the
tent together as a single unit. He also made
a covering for the tent from ram skins dyed
red and a covering of fine leather® on top of it.

20 Hemade upright supports®of acaciawood
forthe tabernacle.?'Each support was fifteen
feet®long and twenty-seven inches" wide.
22Each supporthad two tenons for joining one
toanother. He did the same for all the supports
of the tabernacle.23 He made supports for the
tabernacle as follows: twenty for the south
side, ¢ and he made forty silver bases to put
under the twenty supports, two bases under
the first support for its two tenons, and two
bases under each of the following supports
for their two tenons; 25 for the second side of
the tabernacle, the north side, he made twenty
supports, 26 with their forty silver bases, two
bases under the first support and two bases

®

under each of the following ones; 7 and for
the back of the tabernacle, on the west side,
he made six supports. 22 He also made two
additional supports for the two back corners
of the tabernacle. 22 They were paired at the
bottom and joined together' at the’ top in a
single ring. This is what he did with both of
them for the two corners. 3°So there were
eight supports with their sixteen silver bases,
two bases under each one.

3'He made five crossbars of acacia wood
forthe supports on one side of the tabernacle,
32fjve crossbars for the supports on the other
side of the tabernacle, and five crossbars for
those at theback of the tabernacle on the west.
33He made the central crossbar run through
the middle of the supports from one end to
the other. 34 He overlaid them with gold and
made their rings out of gold as holders for
the crossbars. He also overlaid the crossbars
with gold.

35Then he made the curtain with blue, pur-
ple, and scarlet yarn, and finely spun linen. He
madeitwithadesign of cherubim worked into
it. 3 He made four pillars of acacia wood for
it and overlaid them with gold; their hooks
were of gold. And he cast four silver bases
for the pillars.

37Hemade a screen embroidered* with blue,
purple, and scarlet yarn, and finely spun linen
for the entrance to the tent, 38 together with
its five pillars and their hooks. He overlaid the
tops of the pillars and their bands with gold,
but their five bases were bronze.

MAKING THE ARK

3 Bezalel made the ark of acacia wood,

forty-five inches long, twenty-seven
inches wide, and twenty-seven inches high."
2He overlaid it with pure gold inside and out
and made a gold molding all around it. 3 He
cast four gold rings for it, for its four feet,
two rings on one side and two rings on the
other side.  He made poles of acacia wood
and overlaid them with gold. *He inserted
the poles into the rings on the sides of the
ark for carrying the ark.

6He made a mercy seat of pure gold, for-
ty-five inches long and twenty-seven inches
wide." 7He made two cherubim of gold; he
made them of hammered work at the two ends
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of themercy seat, 8 one cherub at one end and
one cherub at the other end. At each end, he
made a cherub of one piece with the mercy
seat.? They had wings spread out. They faced
each other and covered the mercy seat with
their wings. The faces of the cherubim were
looking toward the mercy seat.

MAKING THE TABLE

10He constructed the table of acacia wood, thir-
ty-six inches long, eighteen inches wide, and
twenty-seveninches high.*""He overlaid it with
pure gold and made a gold molding all around
it.?Hemade a three-inch® frame all around it
and made a gold molding allaround its frame.
3He cast four gold rings foritand attached the
rings to the four corners atits fourlegs.# The
rings were next to the frame as holders for the
poles to carry the table. > He made the poles
for carrying the table from acacia wood and
overlaid them with gold. ' He also made the
utensils that would be on the table out of pure
gold:its plates and cups, as well asitsbowls and
pitchers for pouring drink offerings.

MAKING THE LAMPSTAND

7Then he made the lampstand out of pure
hammered gold. He made it all of one piece:
its base and shaft, its ornamental cups, and
its buds and petals. '8 Six branches extended
fromits sides, three branches of the lampstand
from one side and three branches of the lamp-
stand from the other side. " There were three
cups shaped like almond blossoms, each with
a bud and petals, on one branch, and three
cups shaped like almond blossoms, each with
a bud and petals, on the next branch. It was
this way for the six branches that extended
from the lampstand. 2° There were four cups
shaped like almondblossoms on thelampstand
shaftalong withitsbuds and petals.?' For the
sixbranches that extended fromit, abud was
under the first pair of branches fromit,abud
under the second pair of branches from it, and
abudunder the third pair of branches fromit.
22Theirbuds and branches were of one piece
withit. All of it was a single hammered piece
of pure gold. 22 He also made its seven lamps,
snuffers, and firepans of pure gold.2* He made
itand allits utensils of seventy-five pounds®
of pure gold.

EXODUS 37-38

MAKING THE ALTAR OF INCENSE

25 He made the altar of incense out of acacia
wood. It was square, eighteen incheslong and
eighteen inches wide; it was thirty-six inch-
es high.® Its horns were of one piece with it.
26 He overlaid it, its top, all around its sides,
and its horns with pure gold. Then he made
a gold molding all around it. ? He made two
gold rings for it under the molding on two of
its sides; he put these on opposite sides of it to
be holders for the poles to carry it with. 22 He
made the poles of acacia wood and overlaid
them with gold.

2 He also made the holy anointing oil and the
pure, fragrant, and expertly blended incense.

MAKING THEALTAR OF BURNT OFFERING

3 Bezalel constructed the altar of burnt of-
fering from acaciawood. It was square,
712 feetlong and 72 feet wide,* and was 4 /2
feet” high. 2He made horns for it on its four
corners; the horns were of one piece with it.
Then he overlaid it with bronze.
3He made all the altar’s utensils: the pots,
shovels, basins, meat forks, and firepans; he
made allits utensils of bronze. 4 He constructed
for the altar a grate of bronze mesh under its
ledge, ¢ halfway up from the bottom. > He cast
four rings at the four corners of the bronze
grate as holders for the poles. * He made the
polesof acaciawood and overlaid them with
bronze.” Then he inserted the poles into the
rings on the sides of the altarin order to carry
it with them. He constructed the altar with
boards so that it was hollow.

MAKING THEBRONZE BASIN

8Hemade thebronzebasin and its stand from
thebronze mirrors of the women who served
at the entrance to the tent of meeting.

MAKING THE COURTYARD

9Then he made the courtyard. The hangings
on the south side of the courtyard were of
finely spunlinen, 150 feet"long, " including
their twenty posts and their twenty bronze
bases, with silver hooks and silverbands' for
the posts. "The hangings on the north side
were also 150 feetlong, including their twenty
posts and twenty bronze bases. The hooks and
bands of the posts were silver.'2 The hangings
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on the west side were 75 feet*long, including
their ten posts and their ten bases, with silver
hooks and silver bands for the posts. * And
for the east side toward the sunrise, 75 feet
long, “the hangings on one side of the gate
were 22 14 feet,® including their three posts
and their threebases. " It was the same for the
otherside of the courtyard gate. The hangings
were 2214 feet, including their three posts and
their three bases. 16 All the hangings around
the courtyard were of finely spun linen. ” The
bases for the posts were bronze; the hooks
and bands of the posts were silver; and the
plating for the tops of the posts was silver.
All the posts of the courtyard were banded
with silver.

8The screen for the gate of the courtyard
was made of finely spun linen, expertly em-
broidered“withblue, purple, and scarlet yarn.
It was 30 feet® long, and like the hangings of
the courtyard, 7 feet® high.” It had four
postswith their fourbronze bases. Their hooks
were silver, and their top plating and their
bands were silver. 20 All the tent pegs for the
tabernacle and for the surrounding courtyard
were bronze.

INVENTORY OF MATERIALS

21 Thisis theinventory for the tabernacle, the
tabernacle of the testimony, that was recorded
at Moses’s command. It was the work of the
Levites under the direction of¢ Ithamar son
of Aaron the priest. 22Bezalel son of Uri, son
of Hur, of the tribe of Judah, made everything
that the LorD commanded Moses. 23 With him
was Oholiab son of Ahisamach, of the tribe
of Dan, a gem cutter, a designer, and an em-
broiderer with blue, purple, and scarlet yarn,
and fine linen.

24 All the gold of the presentation offering
that was used for the project in all the work
on the sanctuary, was 2,193 pounds,"accord-
ing to the sanctuary shekel. 25 The silver from
those of the community who were registered
was 7,544 pounds,' according to the sanctuary
shekel — 26 one-fifth of an ounce’ per man,
thatis, half a shekel according to the sanctu-
ary shekel, from everyone twenty years old
or more who had crossed over to the regis-
tered group, 603,550 men. 2’ There were 7,500
pounds® of silver used to cast the bases of
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the sanctuary and the bases of the curtain
— one hundredbases from 7,500 pounds, 75
pounds' for each base.?® With the remaining
44 pounds" he made the hooks for the posts,
overlaid their tops, and supplied bands for
them.

29The bronze of the presentation offering
totaled 5,310 pounds."3°He made with it the
bases for the entrance to the tent of meeting,
the bronze altar and its bronze grate, all the
utensils for the altar, 3' the bases for the sur-
rounding courtyard, the bases for the gate of
the courtyard, all the tent pegs for the taberna-
cle, and all the tent pegs for the surrounding
courtyard.

MAKING THE PRIESTLY GARMENTS

39 They made specially woven® garments

for ministry in the sanctuary, and the
holy garments for Aaron from the blue, purple,
and scarlet yarn, just as the LorD had com-
manded Moses.

MAKING THEEPHOD

2Bezalel made the ephod of gold, of blue, pur-
ple, and scarlet yarn, and of finely spunlinen.
3They hammered out thin sheets of gold, and
he’ cutthreads from them to interweave with
theblue, purple, and scarlet yarn, and the fine
linenin a skillful design.4 They made shoulder
pieces for attaching it; it was joined togeth-
er at its two edges. > The artistically woven
waistband that was on the ephod was of one
piece with the ephod, according to the same
workmanship of gold, of blue, purple, and
scarlet yarn, and of finely spun linen, just as
the LorD had commanded Moses.

6Then they mounted the onyx stones sur-
rounded with gold filigree settings, engraved
with thenames of Israel’s sons as a gem cutter
engraves a seal. 7He fastened them on the
shoulder pieces of the ephod as memorial
stones for the Israelites, just as the LorD had
commanded Moses.

MAKING THE BREASTPIECE

8He also made the embroidered “breastpiece
with the same workmanship as the ephod of
gold, of blue, purple, and scarlet yarn, and of
finely spunlinen.® They made the breastpiece
square and folded double, nine inches long

#38:12 Lit 50 cubits,alsoinv.13
five cubits
100 talents and 1,775 shekels
"38:29 Lit 70 talents and 2,400 shekels

#38:14 Lit 15 cubits, also inv.15

’38:26 Lit a beka
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and nineinches wide.”1° They mounted four
rows of gemstones® on it.
The first row was
arow of carnelian, topaz, and
emerald;©
1 the second row,
a turquoise,® alapis lazuli, and a
diamond;*®
12 the third row,
ajacinth,” an agate, and an amethyst;
3 and the fourth row,
aberyl, an onyx, and a jasper.
They were surrounded with gold filigree in
their settings.

4 The twelve stones corresponded to the
names of Israel’s sons. Each stone was en-
graved like a seal with one of the names of
the twelve tribes.

5They made braided chains of pure gold
cord for the breastpiece. ' They also fash-
ioned two gold filigree settings and two gold
rings and attached the two rings to its two
corners. 7 Then they attached the two gold
cords to the two gold rings on the corners of
the breastpiece. ¥ They attached the other
ends of the two cords to the two filigree set-
tings, and in this way they attached them to
the ephod'’s shoulder pieces in front. ' They
made two other gold rings and put them at
the two other corners of the breastpiece on
the edge thatis next to theinnerborder of the
ephod.2°They made two more gold rings and
attached them to the bottom of the ephod'’s
two shoulder pieces on its front, close to its
seam, ¢ above the ephod’s woven waistband.
21Then they tied the breastpiece fromits rings
to the rings of the ephod with a cord of blue
yarn, so that the breastpiece was above the
ephod’s waistband and did not come loose
from the ephod. They did just as the LorD had
commanded Moses.

MAKING THEROBE

22They made the woven robe of the ephod
entirely of blue yarn. 22 There was an open-
ing in the center of the robe like that of body
armor* with a collar around the opening so
thatitwould not tear.2* They made pomegran-
ates of finely spun blue, purple, and scarlet
yarn* on the lower hem of the robe. 2° They
madebells of pure gold and attached thebells

between the pomegranates, all around the
hem of the robe between the pomegranates,
26 3 bell and a pomegranate alternating all
around the lower hem of the robe'to be worn
forministry. They madeitjustas the LorD had
commanded Moses.

THEOTHER PRIESTLY GARMENTS

27They made the tunics of fine woven linen
for Aaron and his sons. 2 They made the tur-
ban and the ornate headbands’ of fine linen,
thelinen undergarments of finely spunlinen,
29 and the sash of finely spun linen expertly
embroidered with blue, purple, and scarlet
yarn. They did just as the LorD had command-
ed Moses.

MAKING THEHOLY DIADEM

30They made a medallion, the holy diadem,
out of pure gold and wrote on it an inscrip-
tion like the engraving on a seal: HOLY TO THE
Lorp. 3'They attached a cord of blue yarn to
itin order to mount it on the turban, just as
the LorD had commanded Moses.

MOSES'S INSPECTION OF THE TABERNACLE

3250 all the work for the tabernacle, the tent
of meeting, was finished. The Israelites did
everything justasthe LorD had commanded
Moses. 33 They brought the tabernacle to Mo-
ses: the tent with allits furnishings, its clasps,
its supports, its crossbars, and its pillars and
bases; 34 the covering of ram skins dyed red
and the covering of fine leather;* the curtain
forthe screen; 3> the ark of the testimony with
its poles and the mercy seat; 3¢ the table, all
its utensils, and the Bread of the Presence;
37the pure gold lampstand, with its lamps ar-
ranged and all its utensils, as well as the oil
for the light; 38 the gold altar; the anointing
oil; the fragrant incense; the screen for the
entrance to the tent; 3 the bronze altar with
its bronze grate, its poles, and all its utensils;
thebasin withits stand; 4° the hangings of the
courtyard, its posts and bases, the screen for
the gate of the courtyard, its ropes and tent
pegs, and all the furnishings for the service
of the tabernacle, the tent of meeting; 4'and
the specially woven* garments for minister-
ing in the sanctuary, the holy garments for
the priest Aaron and the garments for his

#39:9 Lit a span its length and a span its width  ®39:10 Many of these stones cannot be identified with certainty.
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EXODUS 39-40

sons to serve as priests. 42 The Israelites had
done all the work according to everything
the LorD had commanded Moses. 43 Moses
inspected all the work they had accomplished.
They had donejust as the LorD commanded.
Then Moses blessed them.

SETTING UP THETABERNACLE

4 The LorD spoke to Moses: 2“You are

to set up the tabernacle, the tent of
meeting, on the first day of the first month.”
3Puttheark of the testimony there and screen
off the ark with the curtain. 4Then bring in
the table and lay out its arrangement; also
bring in the lampstand and set up its lamps.
5Place the gold altar for incense in front of
the ark of the testimony. Put up the screen for
the entrance to the tabernacle. ¢ Position the
altar of burnt offering in front of the entrance
to the tabernacle, the tent of meeting.” Place
the basin between the tent of meeting and
the altar, and put water in it. 8 Assemble the
surrounding courtyard and hang the screen
for the gate of the courtyard.

9“Take the anointing oil and anoint the
tabernacle and everything in it; consecrate
italong with all its furnishings so that it will
be holy. ' Anoint the altar of burnt offering
and allits utensils; consecrate the altar so that
it will be especially holy. " Anoint the basin
and its stand and consecrate it.

12“Then bring Aaron and his sons to the en-
trance to the tent of meeting and wash them
with water. 3 Clothe Aaron with the holy
garments, anoint him, and consecrate him,
so that he can serve me as a priest. *Have
his sons come forward and clothe them in
tunics. '* Anoint them just as you anointed
their father, so that they may also serve me
as priests. Their anointing will serve to in-
augurate a permanent priesthood for them
throughout their generations.”

6 Moses did everything just as the LORD
had commanded him. 7 The tabernacle was
set up in the first month of the second year,
on the firstday of the month.®'® Moses set up
the tabernacle: He laid its bases, positioned
its supports, inserted its crossbars, and set
up its pillars.  Then he spread the tent over
the tabernacle and put the covering of the
tent on top of it, just as the LorD had com-
manded Moses.

84
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20 Moses took the testimony and placed it
in the ark, and attached the poles to the ark.
He set the mercy seat on top of the ark. 2'He
brought the ark into the tabernacle, put up
the curtain for the screen, and screened off
the ark of the testimony, just as the LorD had
commanded him.

22 Moses placed the table in the tent of
meeting on the north side of the tabernacle,
outside the curtain. 23 He arranged the bread
on it before the LoRD, just as the LorD had
commanded him. 24 He put the lampstand in
the tent of meeting opposite the table on the
south side of the tabernacle 2> and set up the
lamps before the LoRrD, just as the LorD had
commanded him.

26 Moses installed the gold altarin the tent of
meeting, in front of the curtain, 2 and burned
fragrant incense on it, just as the LorD had
commanded him. 22 He put up the screen at
theentrance to the tabernacle.?° He placed the
altar of burnt offering at the entrance to the
tabernacle, the tent of meeting, and offered
the burnt offering and the grain offering on
it, just as the LorD had commanded him.

30He set the basin between the tent of
meeting and the altar and put water in it for
washing.3'Moses, Aaron, and his sons washed
their hands and feet from it. 32 They washed
whenever they came to the tent of meeting
and approached the altar, just as the LorD
had commanded Moses.

33 Next Moses set up the surrounding court-
yard for the tabernacle and the altar and hung
ascreen for the gate of the courtyard. So Moses
finished the work.

THELORD'S GLORY

34The cloud covered the tent of meeting, and
the glory of the Lorb filled the tabernacle.
35Moses was unable to enter the tent of meet-
ing because the cloud rested on it, and the
glory of the Lorb filled the tabernacle.

36 ThelIsraelites set out whenever the cloud
was taken up from the tabernacle throughout
all the stages of their journey. 37 If the cloud
was not taken up, they did not set out until
thedayitwas taken up.3®For the cloud of the
LorD was over the tabernacle by day, and there
was a fire inside the cloud by night, visible to
the entire house of Israel throughout all the
stages of their journey.

240:2 Lit on the day of the first month, on the first of the month
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LEVITICUS

THEBURNT OFFERING

Then the LorD summoned Moses and spoke

to him from the tent of meeting: 2“Speak
to the Israelites and tell them: When any of
you brings an offering to the LorD from the
livestock, you may bring your offering from
the herd or the flock.

3“If his offering is a burnt offering from
theherd, heistobring an unblemished male.
He will bring it to the entrance to the tent of
meeting so that he” may be accepted by the
LoRrpD. 4He is to lay his hand on the head of
the burnt offering so it can be accepted on
hisbehalf to make atonement for him.5Heis
toslaughter thebullbefore the LORD; Aaron’s
sons the priests are to present the blood and
splatteriton all sides of the altar thatis at the
entrance to the tent of meeting.® Then heis to
skin theburnt offering and cutitinto pieces.®
7The sons of Aaron the priest will prepare
a fire on the altar and arrange wood on the
fire.® Aaron’s sons the priests are to arrange
the pieces, the head, and the fat on top of the
burning wood on the altar. ° The offerer is to
wash its entrails and legs with water. Then
the priest will burn all of it on the altar as a
burnt offering, a fire offering of a pleasing
aroma to the LORD.

10“Butif his offering for aburnt offering is
from the flock, from sheep or goats, he is to
present an unblemished male. " He will slaugh-
terit on the north side of the altar before the
LoRD. Aaron's sons the priests will splatter its
blood against the altar on all sides. 12 He will
cut the animal into pieces with its head and
its fat, and the priest will arrange them on top
of the burning wood on the altar. ¥But he is
to wash the entrails and legs with water. The
priest will then present all of itand burniton
the altar;itis aburnt offering, a fire offering
of a pleasing aroma to the LORD.

14“If his offering to the LorD is a burnt offer-
ing of birds, heis to present his offering from
the turtledoves or young pigeons."* Then the
priestis to bring it to the altar, and will twist
off its head and burn it on the altar; its blood
shouldbe drained at the side of the altar.'* He

willremoveits digestive tract,® cutting off the
tail feathers, and throw it on the east side of
the altar at the place for ashes. 7 He will tear
itopenbyits wings without dividing the bird.
Then the priestis toburnit on the altar on top
of the burning wood. It is a burnt offering, a
fire offering of a pleasing aroma to the LORD.

THE GRAIN OFFERING

“When anyone presents a grain offering

as an offering to the LORD, it is to consist
of fine flour. He is to pour olive oil on it, put
frankincense on it, 2and bring it to Aaron's
sons the priests. The priest will take a handful
of fine flour and oil from it, along with all its
frankincense, and will burn this memorial
portion of it on the altar, a fire offering of a
pleasing aroma to the LoRD. 3 But the rest of
the grain offering will belong to Aaron and
his sons;itis the holiest part of the fire offer-
ings to the LORD.

4“When you present a grain offering baked
inanoven, itis tobe made of fine flour, either
unleavened cakes mixed with oil or unleavened
wafers coated with oil. >If your offering is a
grain offering prepared on a griddle, it is to
beunleavened bread made of fine flour mixed
with oil. 6 Break itinto pieces and pour oil on
it; itis a grain offering. 7If your offering is a
grain offering prepared in a pan, it is to be
made of fine flour with oil. # When you bring
tothe LorD the grain offering made in any of
these ways, itis to be presented to the priest,
and he will take it to the altar.? The priest will
remove the memorial portion® from the grain
offering and burn it on the altar, a fire offer-
ing of apleasing aroma to the LORD. " But the
rest of the grain offering will belong to Aaron
and his sons; it is the holiest part of the fire
offerings to the LORD.

"*“No grain offering that you present to the
Lorpis tobe made with yeast, for you are not
toburn® any yeast or honey as a fire offering
to the LorD. ? You may present them to the
Lorp as an offering of firstfruits, but they are
not to be offered on the altar as a pleasing
aroma. You are to season each of your grain

A1:30rit ®1:6Lit jts pieces,alsoinv.12  “1:14 Or or pigeons
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offerings with salt; you must not omit from
your grain offering the salt of the covenant
with your God. You are to present salt with
each of your offerings.

14“If you present a grain offering of first-
fruits to the LORD, you are to present fresh
heads of grain, crushed kernels, roasted on
the fire, for your grain offering of firstfruits.
5You are to put oil and frankincense on it; it
isagrain offering.'® The priest will thenburn
some of its crushed kernels and oil with all its
frankincense as a fire offering to the LORD.

THEFELLOWSHIP OFFERING

“If his offering is a fellowship sacrifice,
and he is presenting an animal from the
herd, whether male or female, heis to present
one without blemish before the LorD. 2He is
to lay his hand on the head of his offering
and slaughterit at the entrance to the tent of
meeting. Then Aaron’s sons the priests will
splatter theblood on all sides of the altar.3 He
will present part of the fellowship sacrifice as
afire offering to the LorD: the fat surrounding
the entrails, all the fat that is on the entrails,
4and the two kidneys with the fat on them at
the loins; he will also remove the fatty lobe
of the liver with the kidneys. 3 Aaron's sons
willburn it on the altar along with the burnt
offering that is on the burning wood, a fire
offering of a pleasing aroma to the LORD.
6“If his offering as a fellowship sacrifice
to the LorD is from the flock, he is to present
a male or female without blemish. 7If he is
presenting a lamb for his offering, he is to
present it before the LorD. 8 He must lay his
hand on the head of his offering, then slaugh-
teritbefore the tent of meeting. Aaron’s sons
will splatterits blood on all sides of the altar.
9He will then present part of the fellowship
sacrifice as a fire offering to the LORD con-
sisting of its fat and the entire fat tail, which
heis toremove close to thebackbone. He will
alsoremove the fat surrounding the entrails,
all the fat on the entrails, ' the two kidneys
with the fat on them at the loins, and the fatty
lobe of theliver above the kidneys." Then the
priestwillburn the food on the altar, as a fire
offering to the LORD.
12*If his offering is a goat, heis to present it
before the LorD. ¥ He must lay his hand onits
head and slaughteritbefore the tent of meet-
ing. Aaron's sons will splatter*itsblood on all

®

sides of the altar. " He will present part of his
offering as a fire offering to the LorD: the fat
surrounding the entrails, all the fat thatis on
the entrails, "> and the two kidneys with the
fat on them at the loins; he will also remove
the fatty lobe of the liver with the kidneys.
6 Then the priest will burn the food on the
altar, as a fire offering for a pleasing aroma.®

“All fat belongs to the LorD. 7 This is a per-
manent statute throughout your generations,
wherever you live: you must not eat any fat
or any blood.”

THESIN OFFERING

Then the LoRrD spoke to Moses: 2 “Tell the
Israelites: When someone sins uninten-
tionally against any of the LORD's commands
and does anything prohibited by them —
3"If the anointed priest sins, bringing guilt
on the people, he is to present to the LORD a
young, unblemished bull as a sin® offering
for the sin he has committed. 4 He is to bring
thebull to the entrance to the tent of meeting
before the LoRD, lay his hand on the bull's
head, and slaughter it before the LorD. 5 The
anointed priest will then take some of the bull's
blood and bring it into the tent of meeting.
6The priest is to dip his finger in the blood
and sprinkle some of it seven times before the
Lorpin front of the curtain of the sanctuary.
7The priest is to apply some of the blood to
thehorns of the altar of fragrant incense that
is before the LorD in the tent of meeting. He
must pour out the rest of the bull's blood at
the base of the altar of burnt offering that is
at the entrance to the tent of meeting. 8 He is
to remove all the fat from the bull of the sin
offering: the fat surrounding the entrails, all
the fat that is on the entrails, 2 and the two
kidneys with the fat on them at the loins. He
will also remove the fatty lobe of the liver with
thekidneys, °just as the fatis removed from
the ox of the fellowship sacrifice. The priest
is to burn them on the altar of burnt offer-
ing. " But the hide of the bull and all its flesh,
with its head and legs, and its entrails and
waste — 2all the rest of the bull — he must
bring to a ceremonially clean place outside
the camp to the ash heap, and mustburniton
awood fire.Itis tobeburned at the ash heap.
13“Now if the whole community of Israel
errs, and the matter escapes the notice of
the assembly, so that they violate any of the

23:130rdash ©3:16 Sam, LXX add to the Lorp  “4:3 Or purification
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LorD’s commands and incur guilt by doing
whatis prohibited,  then the assembly must
present a young bull as a sin offering. They
aretobringitbefore the tent of meeting when
the sin they have committed in regard to the
command becomes known. > The elders of
the community are to lay their hands on the
bull's head before the LorD and it is to be
slaughtered before the LORD. ' The anointed
priest willbring some of the bull's blood into
the tent of meeting. V7 The priestis to dip his
fingerin theblood and sprinkle it seven times
before the LorD in front of the curtain. '® He
is to apply some of the blood to the horns of
the altar that is before the LORD in the tent
of meeting. He will pour out the rest of the
blood at thebase of the altar of burnt offering
thatis at the entrance to the tent of meeting.
Y Heis toremove all the fat from itand burn
it on the altar. 2°He is to offer this bull just
as he did with the bull in the sin offering;
he will offer it the same way. So the priest
will make atonement on their behalf, and
they will be forgiven. 2 Then he will bring
thebull outside the camp and burnitjustas
heburned the first bull. It is the sin offering
for the assembly.

22"*When aleader” sins and unintentionally
violates any of the commands of the LORD his
God by doing what is prohibited, and incurs
guilt, 22 or someone informs him about the
sin he has committed, he is to bring an un-
blemished male goat as his offering. 24 He is
to lay his hand on the head of the goat and
slaughter it at the place where the burnt of-
fering is slaughtered before the Lorp. It is a
sin offering. 25 Then the priest is to take some
of the blood from the sin offering with his
finger and apply it to the horns of the altar
of burnt offering. The rest of itsblood heis to
pour out at thebase of the altar of burnt offer-
ing.26 Hemustburn allits fat on the altar, like
the fat of the fellowship sacrifice. In this way
the priest willmake atonement on his behalf
for that person’s sin, and he will be forgiven.

27"Now if any of the common people® sins
unintentionally by violating one of the LORD'S
commands, does whatis prohibited, and incurs
guilt, 22 orif someone informs him about the
sin he has committed, then he is to bring an
unblemished female goat as his offering for
the sin that he has committed. 2° He is to lay
his hand on the head of the sin offering and

87 LEVITICUS 4-5

slaughterit at the place of theburnt offering.
30Then the priest is to take some of its blood
with his finger and apply it to the horns of the
altar of burnt offering. He is to pour out the
restofitsblood at thebase of the altar.3'Heis
toremove allits fat just as the fat is removed
from the fellowship sacrifice. The priestis to
burnitonthe altarasapleasing aroma to the
LoRD. In this way the priest will make atone-
ment on his behalf, and he will be forgiven.
32"Qr if the offering that he brings as a sin
offering is a lamb, he is to bring an unblem-
ished female. 33 He is to lay his hand on the
head of the sin offering and slaughter it as
a sin offering at the place where the burnt
offering is slaughtered. 34 Then the priest is
to take some of the blood of the sin offering
with his finger and apply it to the horns of the
altar of burnt offering. He is to pour out the
restofitsblood at thebase of the altar.3*Heis
toremove allits fatjust as the fat of the lamb
isremoved from the fellowship sacrifice. The
priest willburn it on the altar along with the
fire offerings to the LorD. In this way the priest
willmake atonement on his behalf for the sin
he has committed, and he will be forgiven.

CASES REQUIRING SIN OFFERINGS

“When someone sins in any of these ways:
If he has seen, heard, or known about
something he has witnessed, and did not
respond to a public call to testify, he will
bear his iniquity.
2(Qr if someone touches anything unclean
—a carcass of an unclean wild animal,
or unclean livestock, or an unclean
swarming creature — without being
aware of it, he is unclean and incurs guilt.
30rif he touches human uncleanness
— any uncleanness by which one can be-
come defiled — without being aware of
it, but later recognizes it, he incurs guilt.
40r if someone swears rashly to do what
is good or evil — concerning anything
a person may speak rashly in an oath
— without being aware of it, but later
recognizes it, he incurs guilt in such an
instance.
5If someoneincurs guiltin one of these cases,
he is to confess he has committed that sin.
6He must bring his penalty for guilt for the
sin he has committed to the LoRD: a female
lamb or goat from the flock as a sin offering.

A4:22 Or ruler  ®4:27 Lit the people of the land
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In this way the priest will make atonement
on his behalf for his sin.

7*But if he cannot afford an animal from
the flock, then he may bring to the LorD two
turtledoves or two young pigeons as penalty
for guilt for his sin —one as a sin offering and
the other as a burnt offering. 8 He is to bring
them to the priest, who will first present the
one forthesin offering. Heis to twistitshead at
theback of theneck without severingit.? Then
he will sprinkle some of the blood of the sin
offering on the side of the altar, while the rest
of thebloodis tobedrained out at the base of
thealtar;itis a sin offering.'He will prepare
the second bird as aburnt offering according
to the regulation. In this way the priest will
make atonement on his behalf for the sin he
has committed, and he will be forgiven.

"*Butif he cannot afford two turtledoves or
two young pigeons, he may bring two quarts*
of fine flour® as an offering for his sin. He
must not put olive oil or frankincense on it,
foritisasinoffering.?Heis tobringitto the
priest, who will take a handful from it as its
memorial portion and burn it on the altar
along with the fire offerings to the LoRrp; it
is a sin offering. 13 In this way the priest will
make atonement on hisbehalf concerning the
sin he has committed in any of these cases,
and he will be forgiven. The rest will belong
to the priest, like the grain offering.”

THE GUILT OFFERING

4Then the LoRD spoke to Moses: > “If some-
one offends by sinning unintentionally in
regard to any of the LorD's holy things, he
must bring his penalty for guilt to the LORD:
anunblemished ram from the flock (based on
your assessment of its value in silver shekels,
according to the sanctuary shekel) as a guilt
offering. '® He is to make restitution for his
sin regarding any holy thing, adding a fifth
ofitsvaluetoit,and giveit to the priest. Then
the priest willmake atonement on his behalf
with the ram of the guilt offering, and he will
be forgiven.

7*If someone sins and without knowing it
violates any of the LORD's commands concern-
ing anything prohibited, heis guilty, and he will
bear hisiniquity.'® He mustbring an unblem-
ished ram from the flock according to your
assessment of its value as a guilt offering to

®
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the priest. Then the priest will make atonement
on hisbehalf for the error he has committed
unintentionally, and he will be forgiven. It
is a guilt offering; he is indeed guilty before
the Lorp.”

The LorD spoke to Moses: 2“When some-

onesins and offends the LorD by deceiving
hisneighbor in regard to a deposit, a securi-
ty,® or a robbery; or defrauds his neighbor;
3or finds something lost and lies about it; or
swears falsely about any of the sinful things
apersonmay do — #once he has sinned and
acknowledged his guilt— he must return what
hestoleordefrauded, or the deposit entrusted
to him, or the lost item he found, 5 or any-
thing else about which he swore falsely. He
willmake full restitution foritand add a fifth
of its value to it. He is to pay it to its owner
on the day he acknowledges his guilt. ¢ Then
he is to bring his guilt offering to the LORD:
an unblemished ram from the flock accord-
ing to your assessment of its value as a guilt
offering to the priest.”In this way the priest
will make atonement on his behalfbefore the
Lorp, and he willbe forgiven for anything he
may have done to incur guilt.”

THEBURNT OFFERING

8 The LorD spoke to Moses:? “Command Aaron
and his sons: This is the law of the burnt of-
fering; the burnt offering itself must remain
on the altar's hearth all night until morning,
while the fire of the altar is kept burning on
it.19The priestis to put on his linen robe and
linen undergarments.t He is to remove the
ashes of the burnt offering the fire has con-
sumed on the altar, and place them beside the
altar. " Then he will take off his garments, put
onother clothes, and bring the ashes outside
the camp to a ceremonially clean place. ' The
fire on the altaris to be kept burning; it must
not go out. Every morning the priest willburn
wood on the fire. He is to arrange the burnt
offering on the fire and burn the fat portions
from the fellowship offerings onit.' Fire must
be kept burning on the altar continually; it
must not go out.

THE GRAIN OFFERING

14“Now this is the law of the grain offering:
Aaron'’s sons will present it before the LORD
in front of the altar. > The priest is to remove

45:11 Lit one-tenth of an ephah  ®5:11 Lit flour as a sin offering

6:10 Lit undergarments on his flesh
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a handful of fine flour and olive oil from the
grain offering, with all the frankincense that
isonthe offering, and burnits memorial por-
tion on the altar as a pleasing aroma to the
LoRrD. ' Aaron and his sons may eat the rest of
it. Itis to be eaten in the form of unleavened
bread in a holy place; they are to eatitin the
courtyard of the tent of meeting. 7 It must not
bebaked with yeast; I have assignedit as their
portion from my fire offerings.Itis especially
holy, like the sin offering and the guilt offering.
8 Any male among Aaron’s descendants may
eatit.Itis a permanent portion” throughout
your generations from the fire offerings to
the LorD. Anything that touches the offerings
will become holy.”

¥ The LoRD spoke to Moses: 20“This is the
offering that Aaron and his sons are to pre-
sent to the LorD on the day that heis anointed:
two quarts® of fine flour as a regular grain
offering, half of itin the morning and half in
the evening. 2'Itis to be prepared with oil on
agriddle; you are to bring it well-kneaded. You
are to present it as a grain offering of baked
pieces, a pleasing aroma to the LORD. 22 The
priest, whoisone of Aaron’s sons and will be
anointed to take his place, is to prepare it. It
must be completely burned as a permanent
portion for the LorD. 2 Every grain offering
for a priest will be a whole burnt offering; it
isnot to be eaten.”

THESIN OFFERING

24The LorD spoke to Moses: 2 “Tell Aaron and
his sons: This is thelaw of the sin offering. The
sin offering is most holy and mustbe slaugh-
tered before the LorD at the place where the
burnt offering is slaughtered. 26 The priest
who offers it as a sin offering will eat it. It is
tobeeateninaholy place, in the courtyard of
the tent of meeting. 2 Anything that touches
its flesh will become holy, and if any of its
blood spatters on a garment, then you must
wash that garment® in a holy place. 28 A clay
potin which the sin offeringisboiledis tobe
broken; if it is boiled in a bronze vessel, it is
to be scoured and rinsed with water. 22 Any
male among the priests may eat it; it is espe-
cially holy.3°Butno sin offering may be eaten
if its blood has been brought into the tent of
meeting to make atonement in the holy place;
it must be burned.

LEVITICUS 6-7
THE GUILT OFFERING

7 “Now this is the law of the guilt® offering;
itis especially holy. 2 The guilt offering is
tobeslaughtered at the place where theburnt
offering is slaughtered, and the priest is to
splatteritsblood on all sides of the altar. 3 The
offereris to present all the fat from it: the fat
tail, the fat surrounding the entrails,” 4 and the
two kidneys with the fat on them at theloins;
he will also remove the fatty lobe of the liver
with the kidneys. > The priest will burn them
on the altar as a fire offering to the LoRD; it is
a guilt offering. ® Any male among the priests
may eat it. It is to be eaten in a holy place; it
is especially holy.

7"The guilt offering is like the sin offering;
thelaw is the same forboth. It belongs to the
priest who makes atonement with it. 8 As for
the priest who presents someone’s burnt of-
fering, the hide of the burnt offering he has
presented belongs to him; it is the priest’s.
9 Any grain offering that is baked in an oven
or prepared in a pan or on a griddle belongs
to the priest who presentsit; itis his.'® But any
grain offering, whether dry or mixed with oil,
belongs equally to all of Aaron'’s sons.

THE FELLOWSHIP SACRIFICE

""Now this is the law of the fellowship sac-
rifice that someone may present to the LORD:
2]t he presentsit for thanksgiving, in addition
to the thanksgiving sacrifice, heis to present
unleavened cakes mixed with olive oil, unleav-
ened wafers coated with oil, and well-kneaded
cakes of fine flour mixed with oil. ¥ He is to
presentas his offering cakes of leavened bread
with his thanksgiving sacrifice of fellowship.
4 From the cakes heis to present one portion
of each offering as a contribution to the LorD.
It will belong to the priest who splatters the
blood of the fellowship offering; itis his. The
meat of his thanksgiving sacrifice of fellow-
ship must be eaten on the day he offers it; he
may not leave any of it until morning.

16“If the sacrifice he offers is a vow or a
freewill offering, itis tobe eaten on the day he
presents his sacrifice, and what is left over may
be eaten on the next day. 7 But what remains
of the sacrificial meat by the third day must
be burned. ®If any of the meat of his fellow-
ship sacrificeis eaten on the third day, it will
notbe accepted. It will not be credited to the

%6:18 Or statute  °6:20 Lit a tenth of an ephah  “6:21Hbobscure °6:27 Lit wash what it spattered on  *7:10r restitution
f7:3 LXX, Sam add and all the fat that is on the entrails ; Lv 3:3,9,14; 4:8
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one who presents it; it is repulsive. The per-
son who eats any of it will bear his iniquity.*

9“Meat that touches anything unclean must
notbe eaten;itis tobeburned. Everyone who
is clean may eat any other meat. 2°But the
one who eats meat from the LoRrD's fellow-
ship sacrifice while heis unclean, that person
mustbe cut off from his people.2'If someone
touches anything unclean, whether human
uncleanness, an unclean animal, or any un-
clean, abhorrent® creature, and eats meat from
the Lorp’s fellowship sacrifice, that personis
to be cut off from his people.”

FAT AND BLOOD PROHIBITED

22The LoRD spoke to Moses: 23 “Tell the Isra-
elites: You are not to eat any fat of an ox, a
sheep, or a goat. 24 The fat of an animal that
dies naturally or is mauled by wild beasts©
may be used for any other purpose, but you
must not eat it. 25If anyone eats animal fat
from a fire offering presented to the LORD,
the person who eatsitis tobe cut off from his
people.26 Wherever you live, you must not eat
the blood of any bird or animal. # Whoever
eats any bloodis to be cut off from his people.”

THEPORTION FOR THE PRIESTS

28 The LoRrD spoke to Moses: 2 “Tell the Israel-
ites: The one who presents a fellowship sac-
rifice to the LORD is to bring an offering to
the LorD from his sacrifice. 3¢ His own hands
will bring the fire offerings to the Lorp. He
will bring the fat together with the breast.
The breast is to be presented as a presenta-
tion offering before the LORD. 3'The priest
is to burn the fat on the altar, but the breast
belongs to Aaron and his sons. 32You are to
give the right thigh to the priest as a contri-
bution from your fellowship sacrifices. 33 The
son of Aaron who presents the blood of the
fellowship offering and the fat will have the
right thigh as a portion. 34I have taken from
the Israelites the breast of the presentation
offering and the thigh of the contribution from
their fellowship sacrifices, and have assigned
them to the priest Aaron and to his sons as
apermanent portion® from the Israelites.”
35Thisis the portion from the fire offerings
to the LorD for Aaron and his sons since the
day they were presented to serve the LORD
as priests. 3¢ The LorD commanded this to

®

be given to them by the Israelites on the day
he anointed them. It is a permanent portion
throughout their generations.

37This is the law for the burnt offering, the
grain offering, the sin offering, the guilt offer-
ing, the ordination offering, and the fellowship
sacrifice, 3 which the LorD commanded Moses
on Mount Sinai on the day he® commanded
thelsraelites to present their offerings to the
LorD in the Wilderness of Sinai.

ORDINATION OF AARON AND HIS SONS

The Lorp spoke to Moses: 2 “Take Aaron, his

sons with him, the garments, the anointing
oil, thebull of the sinf offering, the two rams,
and thebasket of unleavened bread, 3 and as-
semble the whole community at the entrance
to the tent of meeting.” 4 So Moses did as the
LorD commanded him, and the community
assembled at the entrance to the tent of meet-
ing. Moses said to them, “This is what the
LorD has commanded to be done.”

6 Then Moses presented Aaron and his sons
and washed them with water.” He put the tu-
nicon Aaron, wrapped the sash around him,
clothed him with the robe, and put the ephod
on him. He put the woven band of the ephod
around him and fastened it to him. 8 Then he
putthebreastpiece on him and placed the Urim
and Thummim into the breastpiece.® He also
putthe turban on his head and placed the gold
medallion, the holy diadem, on the front of the
turban, as the LorD had commanded Moses.

9 Then Moses took the anointing oil and
anointed the tabernacle and everything in it
to consecrate them. "He sprinkled some of
the oil on the altar seven times, anointing the
altar with all its utensils, and the basin with
its stand, to consecrate them. '2He poured
some of the anointing oil on Aaron’s head
and anointed and consecrated him. '* Then
Moses presented Aaron’s sons, clothed them
with tunics, wrapped sashes around them,
and fastened headbands on them, as the LORD
had commanded Moses.

4 Then he brought the bull near for the sin
offering, and Aaron and his sons laid their
hands on the head of the bull for the sin of-
fering.'® Then Moses slaughteredit, took the
blood, and applied it with his finger to the horns
of the altar on all sides, purifying the altar. He
poured out the blood at the base of the altar

#7:18 Or will bear his guilt ®7:21 Some Hb mss, Sam, Syr, Tg read swarming
£7:380r he 8:2 Or purification  ©°8:14-15 Or offering, and he slaughtered it. *Then

beast °7:34 Or statute, alsoinv.36
Moses
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and consecrated it so that atonement can be
made onit.”® Moses took all the fat that was
on the entrails, the fatty lobe of the liver, and
the two kidneys with their fat,and he burned
them on the altar. 7 He burned the bull with
itshide, flesh, and waste outside the camp, as
the LorD had commanded Moses.

18Then he presented the ram for the burnt
offering, and Aaron and his sons laid their
handson the head of the ram. ' Moses slaugh-
tered itand® splattered the blood on all sides
of the altar. 2 Moses cut the ram into pieces
and burned the head, the pieces, and the fat,
21but he washed the entrails and legs with
water. He then burned the entire ram on the
altar. It was a burnt offering for a pleasing
aroma, a fire offering to the LorD as he had
commanded Moses.

22Next he presented the second ram, the
ram of ordination, and Aaron and his sonslaid
their hands on the head of the ram. 22 Moses
slaughtered it,° took some of its blood, and
putiton Aaron’'sright earlobe, on the thumb
of his right hand, and on the big toe of his
right foot. 2 Moses also presented Aaron's
sons and put some of the blood on their right
earlobes, on the thumbs of their right hands,
and on the big toes of their right feet. Then
Moses splattered theblood on all sides of the
altar. 2 He took the fat — the fat tail, all the fat
that was on the entrails, the fatty lobe of the
liver, and the two kidneys with their fat —as
well as the right thigh. 26 From the basket of
unleavened bread that was before the LORD
he took one cake of unleavened bread, one
cake of bread made with oil, and one wafer,
and placed them on the fat portions and the
right thigh. 2 He put all these in the hands
of Aaron and his sons and presented them
before the LoRD as a presentation offering.
28Then Moses took them from their hands
and burned them on the altar with the burnt
offering. This was an ordination offering for
apleasing aroma, a fire offering to the LORD.
29 He also took the breast and presented it
before the LORD as a presentation offering;
itwas Moses's portion of the ordination ram
as the LorD had commanded him.

30Then Moses took some of the anointing oil
and some of the blood that was on the altar and
sprinkled them on Aaron and his garments,
as well as on his sons and their garments. In

LEVITICUS 8-9

this way he consecrated Aaron and his gar-
ments, as well as his sons and their garments.

31Moses said to Aaron and his sons, “Boil
the meat at the entrance to the tent of meet-
ing and eat it there with the bread that is in
the basket for the ordination offering as I
commanded:® Aaron and his sons are to eat
it. 32Burn up what remains of the meat and
bread. 33 Do not go outside the entrance to
the tent of meeting for seven days, until the
time your days of ordination are completed,
becauseitwill take seven days to ordain you.*
34The LorDp commanded what hasbeen done
today in order to make atonement for you.
35Youmustremain at the entrance to the tent
of meeting day and night for seven days and
keep the LorD’s charge so that you will not
die, for this is what I was commanded.” 3¢ So
Aaron and his sons did everything the LOrRD
had commanded through Moses.

THE PRIESTLY MINISTRY INAUGURATED

Onthe eighth day Moses summoned Aaron,

his sons, and the elders of Israel. 2He said
to Aaron, “Take a young bull for a sinf offering
and a ram for a burnt offering, both without
blemish, and present them before the LoRD.
3 And tell the Israelites: © Take a male goat for
a sin offering; a calf and a lamb, male year-
lings without blemish, for a burnt offering;
4an ox and a ram for a fellowship offering to
sacrificebefore the LorD; and a grain offering
mixed with oil. For today the LorRD is going to
appear to you.”

5Theybrought what Moses had command-
ed to the front of the tent of meeting, and the
whole community came forward and stood
before the LorD. ¢ Moses said, “This is what
the Lorb commanded you to do, that the glory
of the LorD may appear to you.” ?Then Mo-
ses said to Aaron, “Approach the altar and
sacrifice your sin offering and your burnt
offering; make atonement for yourself and
the people.” Sacrifice the people’s offering
and make atonement for them, as the LORD
commanded.”

850 Aaron approached the altar and slaugh-
tered the calf as a sin offering for himself.
9 Aaron’s sons brought the blood to him, and
hedipped his fingerin theblood and applied
it to the horns of the altar. He poured out the
blood at thebase of the altar. " Heburned the

#8:15 Or it by making atonement for it  ®8:18-19 Or ram, and he slaughtered it. Moses
°8:31LXX, Syr, Tg read was commanded ; Ex 29:31-32  £8:33 Lit because he will fill your hands for

slaughtered it. Moses

€8:22-23 Or ram, 23and he

seven days f9:2 Or purification  ©9:3 Sam, LXXread elders of Israel "9:7 LXXreads and your household
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fat, the kidneys, and the fatty lobe of the liver
from the sin offering on the altar, as the LOrRD
had commanded Moses.""Heburned the flesh
and the hide outside the camp.

2Then he slaughtered the burnt offering.
Aaron’s sons brought him the blood, and he
splattered it on all sides of the altar. '3 They
brought him theburnt offering piece by piece,
along with the head, and he burned them on
the altar. *He washed the entrails and the
legs and burned them with the burnt offer-
ing on the altar.

5 Aaron presented the people’s offering. He
took the male goat for the people’s sin offer-
ing, slaughtered it, and made a sin offering
with it as he did before. ¢ He presented the
burnt offering and sacrificed it according to
theregulation.” Nexthe presented the grain
offering, took a handful of it, and burned it
on thealtarin addition to the morning burnt
offering.

8 Finally, he slaughtered the ox and the ram
as the people’s fellowship sacrifice. Aaron's
sons brought him theblood, and he splattered
itonallsides of the altar. " They also brought
the fat portions from the ox and the ram — the
fat tail, the fat surrounding the entrails, the
kidneys, and the fatty lobe of the liver —2°and
placed these on thebreasts. Aaronburned the
fat portions on the altar, ?'but he presented
thebreasts and theright thigh as a presenta-
tion offering before the LorD, as Moses had
commanded.”

22 Aaron lifted up his hands toward the
people and blessed them. He came down af-
ter sacrificing the sin offering, the burnt of-
fering, and the fellowship offering. 22 Moses
and Aaron then entered the tent of meeting.
When they came out, they blessed the people,
and the glory of the LorD appeared to all the
people. 24 Fire came from the LOoRD and con-
sumed the burnt offering and the fat portions
on the altar. And when all the people saw it,
they shouted and fell facedown.

92

NADAB AND ABIHU

1 Aaron’'s sons Nadab and Abihu each took

his own firepan, put fire in it, placed
incense on it, and presented unauthorized
fire before the LorD, which he had not com-
manded them to do. 2Then fire came from
the LorD and consumed them, and they died

before the LORD. 3 Moses said to Aaron, “This
is what the LorD has spoken:

I will demonstrate my holiness®

to those who are near me,

and I will reveal my glory*

before all the people.”
And Aaron remained silent.

4Moses summoned Mishael and Elzaphan,
sons of Aaron’s uncle Uzziel, and said to them,
“Come here and carry your relatives away from
the front of the sanctuary to a place outside
the camp.” 3 So they came forward and car-
ried them in their tunics outside the camp,
as Moses had said.
6Then Moses said to Aaron and his sons EI-

eazar and Ithamar, “Do notlet your hair hang
loose and do not tear your clothes, or else you
will die, and the LorD will become angry with
the whole community. However, your brothers,
the whole house of Israel, may weep over the
conflagration the LorDignited.” You must not
gooutside the entrance to the tent of meeting
oryou will die, for the LORD’s anointing oil is
onyou.” So they did as Moses said.

REGULATIONS FOR PRIESTS

8The LorD spoke to Aaron: °“You and your
sons arenot to drink wine or beer when you
enter the tent of meeting, or else you will
die; this is a permanent statute throughout
your generations. ' You must distinguish be-
tween the holy and the common, and the clean
and theunclean, "and teach the Israelites all
the statutes that the LoRD has given to them
through Moses.”

12Moses spoke to Aaron and his remaining
sons, Eleazar and Ithamar: “Take the grain
offering that is left over from the fire offer-
ings to the LoRD, and eat it prepared without
yeastbeside the altar,becauseitis especially
holy." Youmust eatitin a holy placebecause
it is your portion® and your sons’ from the
fire offerings to the LoRrp, for this is what I
was commanded. " But you and your sons
and your daughters may eat the breast of the
presentation offering and the thigh of the
contribution in any ceremonially clean place,
because these portions have been assigned
toyou and your children from the Israelites’
fellowship sacrifices. > They are to bring the
thigh of the contribution and the breast of
the presentation offering, together with the

#9:21Some Hb mss, LXX, Sam read as the Lorp commanded Moses  ®10:3 Or will be treated as holy

glorified  °10:13 Or statute
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offerings of fat portions made by fire, to pre-
sentasapresentation offeringbefore the LoRD.
It will belong permanently to you and your
children, as the LoRD commanded.”

6 Then Moses inquired carefully about the
male goat of the sin offering, butithad already
beenburned up. He was angry with Eleazar and
Ithamar, Aaron’s surviving sons, and asked,
7*Why didn't you eat the sin offering in the
sanctuary area? For it is especially holy, and
he has assigned it to you to take away the
guilt of the community and make atonement
for them before the LORD. " Since its blood
was not brought inside the sanctuary, you
should have eaten it in the sanctuary area,
as I commanded.”

¥ But Aaron replied to Moses, “See, today
they presented their sin offering and their
burnt offering before the LORrD. Since these
things have happened to me, if [ had eaten
the sin offering today, would it have been ac-
ceptablein the LorD's sight? " 20 When Moses
heard this, it was acceptable to him.”

CLEAN AND UNCLEAN LAND ANIMALS

1 The LorD spoke to Moses and Aaron: 2“Tell
theIsraelites: You may eat all these kinds
ofland animals. 3 You may eat any animal with
divided hooves and that chews the cud. 4 But
among the ones that chew the cud or have
divided hooves you are not to eat these:
camels, though they chew the cud,
do not have divided hooves — they are
unclean for you;
5 hyraxes, though they chew the cud,
do not have hooves — they are unclean
for you;
6 hares, though they chew the cud,
do not have hooves — they are unclean
foryou;
7 pigs, though they have divided hooves,
do not chew the cud — they are
unclean for you.
8Do not eat any of their meat or touch their
carcasses — they are unclean for you.

CLEAN AND UNCLEAN AQUATICANIMALS

9"This is what you may eat from all that is in
the water: Youmay eat everything in the water
that has fins and scales, whether in the seas
or streams. '°But these are to be abhorrent
toyou: everything in the seas or streams that

LEVITICUS 10-11

does not have fins and scales among all the
swarming things and other living creatures in
the water. " They are to remain abhorrent to
you; you must not eat any of their meat, and
youmustabhor their carcasses.? Everything
in the water that does not have fins and scales
will be abhorrent to you.

UNCLEAN BIRDS

13*You are to abhor these birds. They mustnot
be eaten because they are abhorrent:
eagles,® bearded vultures,
Egyptian vultures,““Kkites,®

any kind of falcon,®

every kind of raven, "¢ ostriches,*
short-eared owls, gulls, ¢

any kind of hawk,

little" owls, cormorants,’
long-eared owls,’

barn* owls, eagle owls,"

ospreys, " storks,"

any kind of heron,"

hoopoes, and bats.

17

CLEAN AND UNCLEAN FLYING INSECTS

20"All winged insects that walk on all fours
are to be abhorrent to you. 2' But you may
eat these kinds of all the winged insects that
walk on all fours: those that have jointed legs
above their feet for hopping on the ground.
22You may eat these:
any kind of locust, katydid, cricket,
and grasshopper.

23 All other winged insects that have four feet
are to be abhorrent to you.

PURIFICATION AFTER TOUCHING DEAD
ANIMALS

24“These will make you unclean. Whoever
touches their carcasses will be unclean until
evening, 2> and whoever carries any of their
carcasses is to wash his clothes and will be
unclean until evening. 26 All animals that have
hoovesbut donothave a divided hoof and do
not chew the cud are unclean for you. Who-
ever touches them becomes unclean. 27 All
the four-footed animals that walk on their
paws are unclean for you. Whoever touches
their carcasses will be unclean until evening,
28 and anyone who carries their carcasses is
to wash his clothes and will be unclean until
evening. They are unclean for you.

#10:20 Lit acceptable in his sight 11:13 Or griffon-vuitures  “11:13 Or ospreys, or bearded vultures
11:16 Or eagle owls  °11:16 Or Jong-eared owls "11:17 Or tawny

11:14 Or buzzards, or hawks
11:17 Or ibis
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29 "These creatures that swarm on the ground
are unclean for you:
weasels,” mice,
any kind of large lizard,®
geckos, monitor lizards, ¢
common lizards,® skinks,®
and chameleons.*
31These are unclean for you among all the
swarming creatures. Whoever touches them
when they are dead willbe unclean until eve-
ning. 32 When any one of them dies and falls
on anything itbecomes unclean — any item
of wood, clothing, leather, sackcloth, or any
implement used for work.Itis to berinsed with
water and will remain unclean until evening;
thenitwillbe clean.33If any of them falls into
any clay pot, everything init willbecome un-
clean; you are to break it. 34 Any edible food
cominginto contact with that unclean water
will become unclean, and any drinkable lig-
uid in any container will become unclean.
35 Anything one of their carcasses falls on will
become unclean. If it is an oven or stove, it is
to be smashed; it is unclean and will remain
unclean for you. 3¢ A spring or cistern con-
taining water will remain clean, but some-
one who touches a carcass in it will become
unclean. 3If one of their carcasses falls on
any seed that is to be sown, it is clean; 3¢ but
if water has been put on the seed and one of
their carcasses falls onit, itis unclean for you.

39“If one of the animals that you use for food
dies, anyone who touches its carcass will be
unclean until evening. 4° Anyone who eats
some of its carcass is to wash his clothes and
will be unclean until evening. Anyone who
carriesits carcass must wash his clothes and
will be unclean until evening.

30

UNCLEAN SWARMING CREATURES

41"All the creatures that swarm on the earth
are abhorrent; they must not be eaten. 42Do
not eat any of the creatures that swarm on
the earth, anything that moves onits belly or
walks on all fours or on many feet,® for they
are abhorrent. 4* Donotbecome contaminated
by any creature that swarms; do not become
unclean or defiled by them. 44 ForIam the LORD
your God, so you must consecrate yourselves
and be holy because I am holy. Do not defile
yourselves by any swarming creature that

®
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crawls on the ground. 4*For I am the LORD,
who brought you up from the land of Egypt
to be your God, so you must be holy because
Iam holy.

46"This is thelaw concerning animals, birds,
all living creatures that move in the water,
and all creatures that swarm on the ground,
47in order to distinguish between the unclean
and the clean, between the animals that may
be eaten and those that may not be eaten.”

PURIFICATION AFTER CHILDBIRTH

1 The LorD spoke to Moses: 2“Tell the Is-
raelites: When a woman becomes preg-
nant and gives birth to a male child, she will
be unclean seven days, as she is during the
days of her menstrual impurity. 3 The flesh
of his foreskin must be circumcised on the
eighth day. 4 She will continue in purification
from her bleeding for thirty-three days. She
must not touch any holy thing or go into the
sanctuary until completing her days of pu-
rification. 3But if she gives birth to a female
child, she will be unclean for two weeks as
sheis during her menstrual impurity. She will
continue in purification from her bleeding
for sixty-six days.
6“When her days of purification are com-
plete, whether for a son or daughter, sheis to
bring to the priest at the entrance to the tent
of meeting a year-old male lamb for a burnt
offering, and a young pigeon or a turtledove
for asin*” offering.” He will present them be-
fore the LorD and make atonement on her
behalf; she will be clean from her discharge
of blood. This is the law for a woman giving
birth, whether to amale or female. 8 Butif she
doesn’t have sufficient means' for a sheep,
she may take two turtledoves or two young
pigeons, one for aburnt offering and the other
for a sin offering. Then the priest will make
atonement on herbehalf, and she willbe clean.”

SKIN DISEASES

1 The LorD spoke to Moses and Aaron:

2“When a person has a swelling,’ scab,*
orspotontheskinof hisbody, anditmaybea
serious disease on the skin of hisbody, heis to
bebrought to the priest Aaron or to one of his
sons, the priests. 3 The priest will examine the
sore on the skin of his body. If the hair in the

*11:29 Or mole rats, or rats
11:30 Or geckos, or newts, or salamanders

what is sufficient '13:2 Or discoloration
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sore has turned white and the sore appears
to be deeper than the skin of his body, itisin
fact a serious skin disease. After the priest
examines him, he must pronounce him un-
clean.4Butif the spot on the skin of his body
is white and does not appear to be deeper
than the skin, and the hairinithasnot turned
white, the priest will quarantine the stricken
person for seven days. 3 The priest will then
reexamine him on the seventh day. If he sees
that the sore remains unchanged and has not
spread on the skin, the priest will quarantine
him for another seven days. ¢ The priest will
examine him again on the seventh day.If the
sore has faded and has not spread on the skin,
the priest is to pronounce him clean; it is a
scab. The person is to wash his clothes and
will become clean. 7But if the scab spreads
further on his skin after he has presented
himself to the priest for his cleansing, heis to
present himself again to the priest. & The priest
will examine him, and if the scab has spread
on the skin, then the priest must pronounce
him unclean; he has a serious skin disease.

9“When a case of serious skin disease may
have developed on a person, heis tobebrought
tothe priest.° The priest will examine him. If
there is a white swelling on the skin that has
turned the hair white, and there is a patch of
raw flesh in the swelling, "'it is a chronic se-
rious disease on the skin of his body, and the
priestmust pronounce him unclean. Heneed
not quarantine him, for heis unclean.2Butif
the skin disease breaks out all over the skin
so that it covers all the skin of the stricken
person from his head to his feet so far as the
priest can see, B the priest willlook, and if the
skin disease has covered his entirebody, heis
to pronounce the stricken person clean. Since
hehas turned totally white, he is clean. ' But
whenever raw flesh appears on him, he will
be unclean. > When the priest examines the
raw flesh, he must pronounce him unclean.
Raw flesh is unclean; this is a serious skin
disease. ¢ But if the raw flesh changes” and®
turns white, he is to go to the priest. 7 The
priest will examine him, and if the sore has
turned white, the priest must pronounce the
stricken person clean; he is clean.

18“When a boil appears on the skin of some-
one'sbodyanditheals, " and a white swelling
or a reddish-white spot develops where the
boil was, the person is to present himself to
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the priest. 20 The priest will make an exam-
ination, and if the spot seems to be beneath
the skin and the hair in it has turned white,
the priest must pronounce him unclean; itis
acaseof serious skin disease that has broken
outin theboil. # But when the priest examines
it, if there is no white hair in it, and it is not
beneath the skin but is faded, the priest will
quarantine him seven days. 22 If it spreads fur-
ther on the skin, the priest must pronounce
himunclean;itisinfactadisease.?3Butif the
spotremains whereitisand doesnot spread,
itis only the scar from the boil. The priest is
to pronounce him clean.

24"When thereis aburn on the skin of one’s
body produced by fire, and the patch made raw
by theburnbecomes reddish-white or white,
2 the priest is to examine it. If the hair in the
spot has turned white and the spot appears
tobe deeper than the skin, itis a serious skin
disease that has broken out in the burn. The
priest must pronounce him unclean; it is a
serious skin disease. 26 But when the priest
examines it, if there is no white hair in the
spot and itis not beneath the skin but is fad-
ed, the priest will quarantine him seven days.
21The priest will reexamine him on the sev-
enth day. If it has spread further on the skin,
the priest must pronounce him unclean; itis
in fact a case of serious skin disease. 22 But
if the spot has remained where it was and
has not spread on the skin but is faded, it is
the swelling from the burn. The priest is to
pronounce him clean, for it is only the scar
from the burn.

29“When a man or woman has a condition
on the head or chin, 30 the priest is to exam-
ine the condition. If it appears to be deeper
than the skin, and the hair initis yellow and
sparse, the priest must pronounce the person
unclean. Itis a scaly outbreak, a serious skin
disease of the head or chin.3'When the priest
examines the scaly condition, if it does not
appear to be deeper than the skin, and there
is no black hair in it, the priest will quaran-
tine the person with the scaly condition for
seven days. 32The priest will reexamine the
condition on the seventh day. If the scaly out-
break has not spread and there is no yellow
hairinitand it does not appear to be deeper
than the skin, 33 the personis to shave himself
but not shave the scaly area. Then the priest
will quarantine the person who has the scaly

*13:16 Or recedes  ®13:16 Or flesh again
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outbreak for another seven days. 34 The priest
will examine the scaly outbreak on the seventh
day, and if it has not spread on the skin and
does not appear to be deeper than the skin,
the priest is to pronounce the person clean.
Heistowash his clothes, and he will be clean.
35Butif the scaly outbreak spreads further on
the skin after his cleansing, 3¢ the priest is to
examine the person.If the scaly outbreak has
spread on the skin, the priest does not need
tolook for yellow hair; the personis unclean.
37Butif as faras he cansee, the scaly outbreak
remains unchanged and black hair has grown
init, thenithashealed; heis clean. The priest
is to pronounce the person clean.

38“When a man or awoman has white spots
on the skin of thebody, ** the priest is to make
an examination. If the spots on the skin of the
body are dull white, itis only arash”that has
broken out on the skin; the person is clean.

40“Tf 3 man loses the hair of his head, heis
bald, but he is clean. 41 Or if he loses the hair
athishairline, heisbald on his forehead, but
he is clean. 42 But if there is a reddish-white
condition on the bald head or forehead, it is
a serious skin disease breaking out on his
head or forehead. 43 The priest is to examine
him, and if the swelling of the condition on
his bald head or forehead is reddish-white,
like the appearance of a serious skin disease
on his body, 44 the man is afflicted with a se-
rious skin disease; he is unclean. The priest
must pronounce him unclean; the infection
is on his head.

45"The person who has a case of serious
skin disease is to have his clothes torn and
his hair hanging loose, and he must cover
his mouth and cry out, ‘Unclean, unclean!’
46 He will remain unclean as long as he has
the disease; heisunclean. He mustlive alone
in a place outside the camp.

CONTAMINATED FABRICS

47"If a fabric is contaminated with mildew
—in wool or linen fabric, 4¢in the warp or
weft of linen or wool, orinleather or anything
made of leather —#? and if the contamination
is green or red in the fabric, the leather, the
warp, the weft, or any leather article, it is a
mildew contamination and is to be shown
to the priest. 3° The priest is to examine the
contamination and quarantine the contam-
inated fabric for seven days.>' The priestis to

®
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reexamine the contamination on the seventh
day.Ifithas spread in the fabric, the warp, the
weft, or the leather, regardless of how it is
used, the contamination is harmful mildew;
it is unclean. 52He is to burn the fabric, the
warp or weft in wool or linen, or any leath-
er article, which is contaminated. Since it is
harmful mildew it must be burned.

53“When the priest examines it, if the con-
tamination has not spread in the fabric, the
warp or weft, or any leather article, >4 the
priest is to order whatever is contaminated
to be washed and quarantined for another
seven days. >* After it has been washed, the
priest is to reexamine the contamination. If
the appearance of the contaminated article
has not changed, it is unclean. Even though
the contamination has not spread, you must
burn the fabric. Itis a fungus® on the front or
back of the fabric.

56 “If the priest examines it, and the contam-
ination has faded afterit has been washed, he
is to cut the contaminated section out of the
fabric, the leather, or the warp or weft. 5’ But
ifitreappearsin the fabric, the warp or weft,
orany leatherarticle, it hasbroken out again.
You must burn whatever is contaminated.
58 But if the contamination disappears from
the fabric, the warp or weft, or any leather
article, which have been washed, it is to be
washed again, and it will be clean.

59 “Thisis thelaw concerning a mildew con-
tamination in wool or linen fabric, warp or
weft, or any leather article, in order to pro-
nounce it clean or unclean.”

CLEANSING OF SKIN DISEASES

1 4 The LorD spoke to Moses: 2“This is the

law concerning the person afflicted
with a skin disease on the day of his cleans-
ing. He is to be brought to the priest, 3who
will go outside the camp and examine him.
If the skin disease has disappeared from the
afflicted person,® 4 the priest will order that
two live clean birds, cedar wood, scarlet yarn,
and hyssop be brought for the one who is to
be cleansed. > Then the priest will order that
one of the birds be slaughtered over fresh
waterina clay pot.%Heis to take the live bird
together with the cedar wood, scarlet yarn,
and hyssop, and dip them allinto the blood of
the bird that was slaughtered over the fresh
water.” He will then sprinkle the blood seven

A13:39,55 Hb obscure ©14:3 Lit the person afflicted with skin disease
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times on the one who is to be cleansed from
the skin disease. Heis to pronounce him clean
and release thelive bird over the open coun-
tryside. 8 The one who is to be cleansed must
wash his clothes, shave off all his hair, and
bathe with water; he is clean. Afterward he
may enter the camp, but he must remain out-
side his tent for seven days. ®He is to shave
off all his hair again on the seventh day: his
head, hisbeard, his eyebrows, and the rest of
his hair. He is to wash his clothes and bathe
himself with water; he is clean.

10“0On the eighth day he must take two un-
blemished malelambs, an unblemished year-
old ewelamb, a grain offering of six quarts” of
fine flour mixed with olive oil, and one-third of
aquart®of olive oil. " The priest who performs
the cleansing will place the person who is to
be cleansed, together with these offerings,
before the LoRD at the entrance to the tent
of meeting. "> The priest is to take one male
lamb and present it as a guilt offering, along
with the one-third quart of olive oil, and he
will present them as a presentation offer-
ing before the LoRrD. * He is to slaughter the
male lamb at the place in the sanctuary area
where the sin offering and burnt offering are
slaughtered, for like the sin offering, the guilt
offering belongs to the priest; itis especially
holy. " The priest s to take some of the blood
from the guilt offering and put it on the lobe
of the right ear of the one to be cleansed, on
the thumb of his right hand, and on the big
toe of his right foot. > Then the priest will
take some of the one-third quart of olive oil
and pour it into his left palm. ¢ The priest
will dip his right finger into the oil in his left
palm and sprinkle some of the oil with his
finger seven times before the LorD. 7 From
the oil remaining in his palm the priest will
put some on the lobe of the right ear of the
one tobe cleansed, on the thumb of his right
hand, and on the big toe of his right foot, on
top of the blood of the guilt offering. ' What
isleft of the oilin the priest’s palm heis to put
on the head of the one to be cleansed. In this
way the priest will make atonement for him
before the LoRrD. ¥ The priest is to sacrifice
the sin offering and make atonement for the
one tobe cleansed from his uncleanness. Af-
terward he will slaughter the burnt offering.
20The priestis to offer theburnt offering and
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the grain offering on the altar. The priest will
make atonement for him, and he will be clean.

21*Butif heis poor and cannot afford these,
heis to take one malelamb for a guilt offering
tobepresentedin order to make atonement for
him, along with two quarts® of fine flour mixed
witholive oil for a grain offering, one-third of a
quart of olive oil, 22 and two turtledoves or two
young pigeons, whatever he can afford, one to
beasinoffering and the other aburnt offering.
2 0n the eighth day heis tobring these things
for his cleansing to the priest at the entrance
to the tent of meeting before the LorD. 24 The
priest will take the male lamb for the guilt of-
fering and the one-third quart of olive oil, and
present them as a presentation offering before
the LORD. 2% After he slaughters the male lamb
forthe guilt offering, the priestis to take some
of the blood of the guilt offering and put it on
theright earlobe of the one to be cleansed, on
the thumb of hisright hand, and on the big toe
of his right foot. 26 Then the priest will pour
some of the oil into his left palm. 2 With his
right finger the priest will sprinkle some of
the oil in his left palm seven times before the
LORD. 28 The priest will also put some of the oil
in his palm on the right earlobe of the one to
be cleansed, on the thumb of his right hand,
and on thebig toe of hisright foot, on the same
place as theblood of the guilt offering.2° What
isleft of the oilin the priest’s palm heis to put
on the head of the one to be cleansed to make
atonement for him before the LorD. 3°He is to
then sacrifice one type of what he can afford,
either the turtledoves or young pigeons, 3 one as
asinoffering and the other as aburnt offering,
sacrificing what he can afford together with
the grain offering. In this way the priest will
make atonement before the LorD for the one
to be cleansed. 32 This is the law for someone
who has® a skin disease and cannot afford the
cost of his cleansing.”

CLEANSING OF CONTAMINATED OBJECTS

33The LorD spoke to Moses and Aaron:
34“When you enter the land of Canaan that
I am giving you as a possession, and I place
a mildew contamination in a house in the
land you possess,t 35 the owner of the house
is to come and tell the priest: Something like
mildew contamination has appeared’ in my
house. 3¢ The priest must order them to clear

214:10 Lit three-tenths ; probably three-tenths of an ephah  #14:10 Lit one /og, also invv.12,15,21,24 “14:21 Lit him, and one-
tenth ; probably one-tenth of anephah  °14:32 Lit someone on whom there is  *14:34 Lit land of your possession  F14:35 Lit

appeared to me
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the house before he enters to examine the
contamination, so that nothing in the house
becomes unclean. Afterward the priest will
come to examine the house. 3 He will examine
it, and if the contamination in the walls of the
house consists of green or red indentations”
that appear to be beneath the surface of the
wall, 38 the priest is to go outside the house
toits doorway and quarantine the house for
seven days. 3° The priest is to return on the
seventh day and examine it. If the contami-
nation has spread on the walls of the house,
40the priest must order that the stones with
the contamination be pulled out and thrown
into an unclean place outside the city. 4 He
is to have the inside of the house completely
scraped, and have the plaster® thatis scraped
off dumped in an unclean place outside the
city. 42 Then they are to take different stones
toreplace the former ones and take additional
plaster to replaster the house.

43"If the contamination reappears in the
house after the stones have been pulled out,
and after the house has been scraped and
replastered, 44 the priest is to come and ex-
amine it. If the contamination has spread in
the house, it is harmful mildew; the house
is unclean. 43It must be torn down with its
stones, itsbeams, and allits plaster, and taken
outside the city to an unclean place. 4¢ Who-
ever enters the house during any of the days
the priest quarantines it will be unclean until
evening. ¥ Whoever lies down in the house is
to wash his clothes, and whoever eats in it is
to wash his clothes.

48“But when the priest comes and examines
it, if the contamination has not spread in the
house after it was replastered, he is to pro-
nounce the house clean because the contam-
ination has disappeared.“4° He s to take two
birds, cedar wood, scarlet yarn, and hyssop
to purify the house, *° and he is to slaughter
one of the birds over a clay pot containing
fresh water. 3'He will take the cedar wood,
the hyssop, the scarlet yarn, and thelive bird,
dip them in the blood of the slaughtered bird
and the fresh water, and sprinkle the house
seven times. 52 He will purify the house with
theblood of the bird, the fresh water, the live
bird, the cedar wood, the hyssop, and the scar-
let yarn. 53 Then he is to release the live bird
into the open countryside outside the city.

®
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In this way he will make atonement for the
house, and it will be clean.

54“This is the law for any skin disease or
mildew, for a scaly outbreak, 3> for mildew in
clothing or on a house, 5¢ and for a swelling,
scab, or spot, 3 to determine when something
isunclean or clean. This is the law regarding
skin disease and mildew.”

BODILY DISCHARGES

1 The LoRrD spoke to Moses and Aaron:
2"Speak to the Israelites and tell them:
When any man has a discharge from his mem-
ber, heisunclean. 3 This is uncleanness of his
discharge: Whether his member secretes the
discharge or retains it, he is unclean. All the
days that his member secretes or retains any-
thing because of his discharge,” heisunclean.
4 Any bed the man with the discharge lies on
will be unclean, and any furniture he sits on
willbe unclean.’ Anyone who touches hisbed
is to wash his clothes and bathe with water,
and he will remain unclean until evening.
6Whoeverssits on furniture that the man with
the discharge was sitting on is to wash his
clothes and bathe with water, and he will re-
mainunclean until evening.” Whoever touches
the body* of the man with a discharge is to
wash his clothes and bathe with water, and
he will remain unclean until evening. 8 If the
man with the discharge spits on anyone who
is clean, he is to wash his clothes and bathe
with water, and he will remain unclean until
evening. 2 Any saddle the man with the dis-
charge rides on will be unclean. ' Whoever
touches anything that was under him will be
unclean until evening, and whoever carries
such things is to wash his clothes and bathe
with water, and he will remain unclean until
evening."If the man with the discharge touch-
es anyone without first rinsing his hands in
water, the person who was touched is to wash
his clothes and bathe with water, and he will
remain unclean until evening. > Any clay pot
that the man with the discharge touches must
be broken, while any wooden utensil is to be
rinsed with water.
13“When the man with the discharge has
been cured of it, heis to count seven days for
his cleansing, wash his clothes, and bathe his
body in fresh water; he will be clean. ' He must
take two turtledoves or two young pigeons on

*14:37 Or eruptions ; Hb obscure  ®14:41Lit dust, alsoinv.42 “14:48 Lit healed
All the days that his member secretes or retains anything because of his discharge

CSB_Pew_Bible.indb 98

@

15:3 DSS, Sam, LXX; MT omits he is unclean.
£15:7 Or member, alsoinv.13

10/26/17 8:59 PM



®

99 LEVITICUS 15-16

the eighth day, come before the LoORD at the
entrance to the tent of meeting, and give them
tothepriest.’> The priestis to sacrifice them,
one as asin offering and the other as aburnt
offering. In this way the priest will make atone-
ment for him before the LorD because of his
discharge.

16 “When aman has an emission of semen, he
istobathe himself completely with water, and
he will remain unclean until evening. 7 Any
clothing orleather on which thereis an emis-
sion of semenis to be washed with water, and
itwillremain unclean until evening. ¥ If aman
sleeps with awoman and has an emission of
semen, both of them are to bathe with water,
and they will remain unclean until evening.

19*When a woman has a discharge, and it
consists of blood from her body, she will be
uncleanbecause of her menstruation for sev-
en days. Everyone who touches her will be
unclean until evening. 2° Anything shelies on
during her menstruation willbecome unclean,
and anything she sits on willbecome unclean.
21Everyone who touches her bed is to wash
his clothes and bathe with water, and he will
remain unclean until evening. 22Everyone
who touches any furniture she was sitting on
is to wash his clothes and bathe with water,
and he willremain unclean until evening. 23 If
discharge is on the bed or the furniture she
was sitting on, when he touches it he will be
unclean until evening. 24If a man sleeps with
her, and blood from her menstruation gets
on him, he will be unclean for seven days,
and every bed helies on willbecome unclean.

25"When a woman has a discharge of her
blood for many days, thoughitisnot the time
of her menstruation, orif she hasa discharge
beyond her period, she willbe unclean all the
days of her unclean discharge, as she is dur-
ing the days of her menstruation. 26 Any bed
she lies on during the days of her discharge
will be like her bed during menstrual impu-
rity; any furniture she sits on willbe unclean
as in her menstrual period. ¥ Everyone who
touches them will be unclean; he must wash
his clothes and bathe with water, and he will
remain unclean until evening. 2 When sheis
cured of her discharge, sheis to count seven
days, and after that she will be clean. 2°On
the eighth day she must take two turtledoves
or two young pigeons and bring them to the

priest at the entrance to the tent of meeting.
30The priestis to sacrifice one as a sin offering
and the other as a burnt offering. In this way
the priest willmake atonement for herbefore
the LorD because of her unclean discharge.

31"You must keep the Israelites from their
uncleanness, so that they do not die by defiling
my tabernacle that is among them. 32 This is
thelaw for someone with a discharge: aman
who has an emission of semen, becoming un-
cleanbyit;3*awoman who isin her menstrual
period; anyone who has adischarge, whether
male or female; and a man who sleeps with a
woman who is unclean.”

THEDAY OF ATONEMENT

1 The LorD spoke to Moses after the death

of two of Aaron’s sons when they ap-
proached the presence of* the LorD and died.
2The LorD said to Moses: “Tell your brother
Aaron that he may not come whenever he
wants into the holy place behind the curtain
infront of the mercy seat on the ark or else he
will die, because I appear in the cloud above
the mercy seat.

3"Aaronis to enter the mostholy placein this
way: with ayoungbull for a sin offeringand a
ram for aburnt offering. 4 Heis to wear a holy
linen tunic, and linen undergarments are to
beonhisbody. Heis to tie alinen sash around
him and wrap his head with a linen turban.
These are holy garments; he must bathe his
body with water before he wears them. 5 He
is to take from the Israelite community two
male goats for a sin offering and one ram for
a burnt offering.

6“Aaron will present the bull for his sin of-
fering and make atonement for himself and
hishousehold.” Next he will take the two goats
and place thembefore the LorD at the entrance
tothe tent of meeting.® After Aaron castslots
for the two goats, one lot for the LorD and
the other for an uninhabitable place,®“ °he
is to present the goat chosen by lot for the
LorD and sacrifice it as a sin offering. 1°But
the goat chosen by lot for an uninhabitable
placeistobepresented alive before the LORD
to make atonement with it by sending itinto
the wilderness for an uninhabitable place.

""“When Aaron presents the bull for his sin
offering and makes atonement for himself and
hishousehold, he will slaughter thebull for his

#6:1LXX, Tg, Syr,Vg read they brought strange fire before ;Nm3:4 ®16:8 Lit for Azazel, also invv.10 (2x),26 16:8 Perhaps

aterm that means “for the goat that departs,” or “for removal,” or "

alsoinvv.10,26
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sin offering. Then heis to take a firepan full
ofblazing coals from the altar before the LorRD
and two handfuls of finely ground fragrant
incense, and bring them inside the curtain.
13Heis to puttheincense on the fire before the
LoRpD, so that the cloud of incense covers the
mercy seat that is over the testimony, or else
he will die. He is to take some of the bull's
blood and sprinkle it with his finger against
the east side of the mercy seat; then he will
sprinkle some of the blood with his finger
before the mercy seat seven times.

5 “When he slaughters the male goat for
the people’s sin offering and brings its blood
inside the curtain, he will do the same with
its blood as he did with the bull's blood: He
is to sprinkle it against the mercy seat and
in front of it. " He will make atonement for
the most holy place in this way for all their
sinsbecause of theIsraelites’ impurities and
rebellious acts. He will do the same for the
tent of meeting that remains among them,
becauseitis surrounded by their impurities.
7No one may be in the tent of meeting from
the time he enters to make atonement in the
most holy place until he leaves after he has
made atonement for himself, his household,
and the whole assembly of Israel. ¥ Then he
will go out to the altar thatis before the LorD
and make atonement for it. He is to take some
of thebull'sblood and some of the goat'sblood
and put it on the horns on all sides of the al-
tar. ¥ He is to sprinkle some of the blood on
it with his finger seven times to cleanse and
setitapart from the Israelites’ impurities.

20“When he has finished making atonement
for the most holy place, the tent of meeting,
and the altar, he is to present the live male
goat. 2' Aaron will lay both his hands on the
head of thelive goat and confess overitall the
Israelites’ iniquities and rebellious acts — all
their sins. He is to put them on the goat's head
and send it away into the wilderness by the
man appointed for the task.” 22 The goat will
carry all their iniquities into a desolate land,
and the man will release it there.

23“Then Aaronis to enter the tent of meeting,
take off thelinen garments he wore when he
entered the most holy place, and leave them
there. 24 He will bathe his body with water in
a holy place and put on his clothes. Then he
must go out and sacrifice his burnt offering
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and the people’sburnt offering; he will make
atonement for himself and for the people. 2> He
istoburn the fat of the sin offering on the al-
tar. 26 The man who released the goat for an
uninhabitable placeis to wash his clothes and
bathe hisbody with water; afterward he may
reenter the camp.? The bull for the sin offering
and the goat for the sin offering, whose blood
wasbroughtinto the most holy place to make
atonement, mustbe brought outside the camp
and their hide, flesh, and wasteburned. 28 The
one who burns them is to wash his clothes
and bathe himself with water; afterward he
may reenter the camp.

29"Thisis to be a permanent statute for you:
Inthe seventh month, on the tenth day of the
month you are to practice self-denial and do
no work, both the native and the alien who
resides among you. 3° Atonement willbe made
foryou on this day to cleanse you, and you will
be clean from all your sins before the LORD.
31]tis a Sabbath of complete rest for you, and
you must practice self-denial; it is a perma-
nentstatute.32 The priest who is anointed and
ordained® to serve as high priest in place of
his father will make atonement. He will put on
thelinen garments, the holy garments, 33 and
make atonement for the most holy place. He
will make atonement for the tent of meeting
and the altar and will make atonement for
the priests and all the people of the assembly.
34This is to be a permanent statute for you,
to make atonement for the Israelites once a
yearbecause of all their sins.” And all this was
done as the LorD commanded Moses.

FORBIDDEN SACRIFICES

17 The LoRrD spoke to Moses: 2“Speak to
Aaron, his sons, and all theIsraelites and
tell them: This is what the LorD has command-
ed: 3 Anyone from the house of Israel who
slaughters an ox, sheep, or goat in the camp,
or slaughters it outside the camp, 4instead
of bringing it to the entrance to the tent of
meeting to presentitas an offering to the LorD
before his tabernacle — that person will be
considered guilty.© He has shed blood and is
to be cut off from his people. 5 This is so the
Israelites will bring to the LORD the sacrifices
they have been offering in the open country.
They are tobring them to the priest at the en-
trance to the tent of meeting and offer them as

*6:21 Lit wilderness in the hand of a ready man
charged against that person
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fellowship sacrifices to the LORD. ¢ The priest
will then splatter the blood on the LoRD's al-
tar at the entrance to the tent of meeting and
burn the fat as a pleasing aroma to the LORD.
"They must no longer offer their sacrifices to
the goat-demons that they have prostituted
themselves with. This will be a permanent
statute for them throughout their generations.
8“Say to them: Anyone from the house of
Israel or from the aliens who reside among
them who offers a burnt offering or a sacri-
fice °but does not bring it to the entrance to
the tent of meeting to sacrifice it to the LORD,
that person is to be cut off from his people.

EATING BLOOD AND CARCASSES PROHIBITED

10“Anyone from the house of Israel or from the
aliens who reside among them who eats any
blood, Iwill turn” against that person who eats
blood and cut him off from his people. "For
thelife of a creatureisintheblood, and I have
appointedit to you to make atonement on the
altar for® your lives, since it is the lifeblood
that makes atonement. 2 Therefore I say to
the Israelites: None of you and no alien who
resides among you may eat blood.

13*Any Israelite or alien residing among
them, who hunts down a wild animal or bird
that may be eaten must drainitsblood and cov-
eritwithdirt." Since thelife of every creature
isits blood, I have told the Israelites: You are
not to eat the blood of any creature, because
thelife of every creatureisits blood; whoever
eats it must be cut off.

5 “Every person, whether the native or the
resident alien, who eats an animal that died a
natural death or was mauled by wild beasts
is to wash his clothes and bathe with water,
and he will remain unclean until evening;
then he willbe clean. s Butif he doesnot wash
his clothes and bathe himself, he will bear
his iniquity.”

PROHIBITED PAGAN PRACTICES

1 The LorD spoke to Moses: 2 “Speak to the

Israelites and tell them: I am the LorD
your God.3 Do not follow the practices of the
land of Egypt, where you used tolive, or follow
the practices of the land of Canaan, where I
am bringing you. You must not follow their
customs.4You are to practice my ordinances

LEVITICUS 17-18

and you are to keep my statutes by following
them; I am the LorD your God.* Keep my stat-
utes and ordinances; a person will live if he
does them. I am the LORD.

6“You are not to come near any close rel-
ative® for sexual intercourse; I am the LORD.
7You are not to violate the intimacy that be-
longs to your father and mother.® Sheis your
mother; youmust not have sexual intercourse
with her. 8 You are not to have sex with your
father's wife; she is your father's family.® You
arenot to have sexual intercourse with your
sister, either your father's daughter or your
mother's, whetherbornathome orborn else-
where. You are not to have sex with her.'® You
are not to have sexual intercourse with your
son's daughter or your daughter’'s daughter,
forthey are your family.f " You are not to have
sexual intercourse with your father's wife's
daughter, whoisadopted by* your father; she
isyoursister." You are not to have sexual in-
tercourse with your father’s sister; sheis your
father’'s close relative. '* You are not to have
sexual intercourse with your mother’s sister,
for she is your mother’s close relative. ' You
arenot toviolate the intimacy thatbelongs to®
your father's brotherby approaching his wife
to have sexual intercourse; she is your aunt.
5You are not to have sexual intercourse with
your daughter-in-law. She is your son’s wife;
you are not to have sex with her.'® You are not
tohave sexual intercourse with your brother’s
wife; sheis yourbrother's family.” You are not
tohave sexualintercourse with a woman and
her daughter. You are not to marry her son’s
daughter or her daughter's daughter and have
sex with her. They are close relatives; it is de-
praved. ® You are not to marry a woman as a
rival to her sister and have sexual intercourse
with her during her sister's lifetime.

19*You are not to approach a woman dur-
ing her menstrual impurity to have sexual
intercourse with her. 20You are not to have
sexualintercourse with"yourneighbor's wife,
defiling yourself with her.

21"You are not to sacrifice any of your chil-
dren in the fire' to Molech. Do not profane
the name of your God; I am the LorD. 22 You
arenot to sleep with aman as witha woman;
it is detestable. 22 You are not to have sexual
intercourse with’ any animal, defiling yourself

A17:10 Lit will set my face  ®17:11 Or to ransom
nakedness and your mother's nakedness

children pass through the fire
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with it; a woman is not to present herself to
an animal to mate with it; it is a perversion.
24"Do not defile yourselves by any of these
practices, for thenationsIam driving out be-
fore you have defiled themselves by all these
things. 2 The land has become defiled, so I
am punishing it for its iniquity, and the land
will vomit out its inhabitants. 26 But you are
to keep my statutes and ordinances. You must
notcommit any of these detestable acts —not
thenative or the alien who resides among you.
27For the people who were in the land prior
to you have committed all these detestable
acts, and the land has become defiled. 28 If
you defile the land, it will vomit you out as
it has vomited out the nations that were be-
foreyou.?® Any person who does any of these
detestable practices is to be cut off from his
people.3°Youmust keep my instruction to not
do any of the detestable customs that were
practiced before you, so that you do not defile
yourselves by them; I am the LorD your God.”

LAWS OF HOLINESS

1 The LorD spoke to Moses:2“Speak to the
entireIsraelite community and tell them:

Beholybecausel, the LorD your God, am holy.

3"Each of youis to respect his mother and
father. You are to keep my Sabbaths; I am the
Lorp your God. 4 Do not turn to idols or make
cast images of gods for yourselves; I am the
LorD your God.

5“When you offer a fellowship sacrifice to
the LoRD, sacrifice it so that you may be ac-
cepted. ¢It is to be eaten on the day you sac-
rifice it or on the next day, but what remains
on the third day must be burned. 7If any is
eaten on the third day, itis a repulsive thing; it
willnotbe accepted.® Anyone who eats it will
bear hisiniquity, for he has profaned what is
holy to the Lorp. That person is to be cut off
from his people.

9“When you reap the harvest of your land,
you are not to reap to the very edge of your
field or gather the gleanings of your harvest.
Do not strip your vineyard bare or gather
its fallen grapes. Leave them for the poor and
the resident alien; I am the LoRD your God.

"“Do not steal. Do not act deceptively or
lie to one another. 2 Do not swear falsely by
my name, profaning the name of your God;
Iam the LORD.
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13“Do not oppress your neighbor or rob
him. The wages due a hired worker mustnot
remain with you untilmorning. ' Do not curse
the deaf or put a stumbling block in front
of the blind, but you are to fear your God; I
am the LORD.

5“Donotact unjustly when deciding a case.
Donotbepartial to the poor or give preference
to the rich; judge your neighbor fairly. * Do
not go about spreading slander among your
people; do not jeopardize” your neighbor’s
life; I am the LORD.

7“Donotharbor hatred against yourbroth-
er.? Rebuke your neighbor directly, and you will
not incur guilt because of him. ® Do not take
revenge or bear a grudge against members
of your community, but love your neighbor
as yourself; I am the LORD.

19"You are to keep my statutes. Do not cross-
breed two different kinds of your livestock,
sow your fields with two kinds of seed, or put
on a garment made of two kinds of material.

20“If a man has sexual intercourse with a
woman whois aslave designated for another
man, but she has not been redeemed or giv-
en her freedom, there must be punishment.¢
They are not to be put to death, because she
hadnotbeen freed.?' However, he mustbring
aram as his guilt® offering to the LorD at the
entrance to the tent of meeting. 22 The priest
will make atonement on his behalf before
the LorD with the ram of the guilt offering
for the sin he has committed, and he will be
forgiven for the sin he committed.

23"When you come into theland and plant
any kind of tree for food, you are to consider
the fruit forbidden.® It will be forbidden to you
for three years; it is not to be eaten. 24In the
fourth year all its fruit is to be consecrated
as a praise offering to the Lorp. 25 But in the
fifth year you may eat its fruit. In this way
its yield will increase for you; I am the LORD
your God.

26"You are not to eat anything with blood
in it.F You are not to practice divination or
witchcraft. 2 You are not to cut off the hair
at the sides of your head or mar the edge of
your beard. 28 You are not to make gashes on
your bodies for the dead or put tattoo marks
on yourselves; I am the LORD.

2*Donotdebase®your daughter by making
heraprostitute, or the land will be prostituted

#19:16 Lit not stand against  ®19:17 Or your fellow Israelite
uncircumcised  *19:26 Or anything over its blood
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and filled with depravity. 3¢ Keep my Sabbaths
and revere my sanctuary; [ am the LORD.

31"Donot turn to mediums* or consult spir-
itists,® or you will be defiled by them;Iam the
Lorp your God.

32"You are to rise in the presence of the el-
derly and honor the old. Fear your God; I am
the LORD.

33“When an alien resides with you in your
land, you must not oppress him. 34 You will
regard the alien who resides with you as the
native-born among you. You are to love him
asyourself, for you were aliens in the land of
Egypt; I am the LorD your God.

35"Do not be unfair in measurements of
length, weight, or volume. 36 You are to have
honest balances, honest weights, an honest
dry measure, “and an honestliquid measure;®
Iam the LorD your God, who brought you out
of theland of Egypt. 3 Keep all my statutes and
allmy ordinances and do them;Iam the LorD.”

MOLECH WORSHIP AND SPIRITISM

2 The LorD spoke to Moses: 2 “Say to the

Israelites: Any Israelite oralienresiding
inIsrael who gives any of his children to Mo-
lech must be put to death; the people of the
country are to stone him.3Iwill turn*against
that man and cut him off from his people,
because he gave his offspring to Molech, de-
filing my sanctuary and profaning my holy
name. 4But if the people of the country look
the other way when that man* gives any of
his children to Molech, and do not put him to
death, 5 then I will turn against that man and
his family, and cut off from their people both
him and all who follow® him in prostituting
themselves with Molech.

6 “Whoever turns to mediums" or spiritists'
and prostitutes himself with them, Iwill turn
against that person and cut him off from his
people. 7 Consecrate yourselves and be holy,
forTam the LorD your God. 8 Keep my statutes
and do them;Iam the LorD who sets you apart.

FAMILY AND SEXUAL OFFENSES

9“If anyone curses his father or mother, he
mustbeput to death. He has cursed his father
or mother; his death is his own fault.’

LEVITICUS 19-20

10“If a man commits adultery with a mar-
ried woman — if he commits adultery with
hisneighbor's wife —both the adulterer and
the adulteress mustbe put to death."Ifaman
sleeps with his father's wife, he has violated
theintimacy thatbelongs to his father.* Both
of them must be put to death; their death is
their own fault.' 12If a man sleeps with his
daughter-in-law, both of them mustbe put to
death. They have acted perversely; their death
is their own fault. ' If a man sleeps with a man
aswithawoman, they haveboth committed a
detestable act. They mustbe put to death; their
deathis their own fault."*If aman marries™ a
woman and her mother, itis depraved. Both he
and they mustbeburned, so that there willbe
no depravity among you. ™ If aman has sexual
intercourse with" an animal, he must be put
to death; you are also to kill the animal. 6 If
awoman approaches any animal and mates
withit, you are to kill the woman and the an-
imal. They mustbe put to death; their deathis
their own fault. 7 If a man marries his sister,
whether his father’'s daughter or his mother’s
daughter, and they have sexual relations, °itis
adisgrace. They are tobe cut off publicly from
their people. He has had sexual intercourse
with his sister; he will bear his iniquity. " If
a man sleeps with a menstruating woman
and has sexual intercourse with her, he has
exposed the source of her flow, and she has
uncovered the source of her blood. Both of
them are to be cut off from their people.* You
must not have sexual intercourse with your
mother's sister or your father's sister, foritis
exposing one’'s own blood relative; both peo-
ple will bear their iniquity. 2°If a man sleeps
with his aunt, he has violated the intimacy
thatbelongs to his uncle;’ they will bear their
guilt and die childless. 2'If a man marries his
brother’'s wife, it is impurity. He has violated
theintimacy thatbelongs to hisbrother;?they
will be childless.

HOLINESS IN THELAND

22"You are to keep all my statutes and all my or-
dinances, and do them, so that theland where
I am bringing you to live will not vomit you
out. 23 You must not follow the statutes of the

219:31 Or spirits of the dead  ®19:31 Or familiar spirits
#20:6 Or spirits of the dead
nakedness
his emission to
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nationsIam driving outbefore you, for they did
all these things, and I abhorred them.?4 AndI
promised you: You willinherit theirland, since
Iwill give it to you to possess, a land flowing
withmilk and honey.Iam the LorD your God
who setyou apart from the peoples. 25 There-
fore you are to distinguish the clean animal
from the unclean one, and the unclean bird
from the clean one. Do not become contam-
inated by any land animal, bird, or whatever
crawls on the ground; I have set these apart
asunclean for you. 26 You are tobe holy to me
becausel, the LorD, am holy,and I have set you
apart from the nations to be mine.

27"A man or a woman who is* a medium
or a spiritist must be put to death. They are
to be stoned; their death is their own fault.”

THEHOLINESS OF THE PRIESTS

2 The LorD said to Moses: “Speak to Aar-

on’'s sons, the priests, and tell them: A
priest is not to make himself ceremonially
unclean for a dead person among his rela-
tives, 2except for his immediate family: his
mother, father, son, daughter, or brother. 3 He
may make himself unclean for his unmarried
virgin sister in his immediate family. 4He is
not to make himself unclean for those related
to him by marriage® and so defile himself.

5"Priests may not make bald spots on their
heads, shave the edge of theirbeards, or make
gasheson theirbodies.® They are tobe holy to
their God and not profane the name of their
God. For they present the fire offerings to the
Lorp, the food of their God, and they mustbe
holy.” They are not to marry a woman defiled
by prostitution.© They are not to marry one
divorced by her husband, for the priestis holy
to his God.®You are to consider him holy since
he presents the food of your God. He will be
holy to youbecausel, the LORD who sets you
apart, am holy. °If a priest’s daughter defiles
herselfby promiscuity,” she defiles her father;
she must be burned to death.

10“The priest who is highest among his
brothers, who has had the anointing oil poured
on his head and has been ordained® to wear
the clothes, must not dishevel his hairf or tear
his clothes. "He must not go near any dead
person or make himself unclean even for his
father or mother.? He must not leave the sanc-
tuary or he will desecrate the sanctuary of his
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God, for the consecration of the anointing oil
of his God is on him; I am the LORD.

13*He is to marry a woman who is a vir-
gin.“Heis not to marry a widow, a divorced
woman, or one defiled by prostitution. Heis to
marry a virgin from his own people, > so that
hedoesnot corrupt hisbloodline®among his
people, forIam the LorD who sets him apart.”

PHYSICAL DEFECTS AND PRIESTS

16 The LorD spoke to Moses: 7 “Tell Aaron: None
of your descendants throughout your gener-
ations who has a physical defect is to come
near to present the food of his God. ' No man
who has any defect is to come near: no man
who is blind, lame, facially disfigured, or de-
formed; ¥ no man who has a broken foot or
hand, 2° orwho is a hunchback or a dwarf," or
who has an eye defect, a festering rash, scabs,
or a crushed testicle. ' No descendant of the
priest Aaron who has a defectis to come near
to present the fire offerings to the LorD. He
hasadefectandisnotto comenear to present
the food of his God. 22He may eat the food of
his God from what is especially holy as well
as from what is holy. 22 But because he has
a defect, he must not go near the curtain or
approach the altar. He is not to desecrate my
holy places, for I am the LorD who sets them
apart.” 2 Moses said this to Aaron and his
sons and to all the Israelites.

PRIESTS AND THEIR FOOD

2 The LorD spoke to Moses: 2 “Tell Aar-

on and his sons to deal respectfully
with the holy offerings of the Israelites that
they have consecrated to me, so they do not
profane my holy name;Iam the LORD. 3 Say to
them: If any man from any of your descendants
throughout your generations is in a state of
uncleanness yet approaches the holy offerings
that the Israelites consecrate to the LorD, that
personwillbe cut off from my presence;Iam
the LorD. *No man of Aaron’s descendants
who has a skin disease' or a discharge is to
eat from the holy offerings until he is clean.
Whoever touches anything made uncleanbya
dead person orby amanwho has an emission
of semen, > or whoever touches any swarming
creature that makes him unclean or any per-
son who makes him unclean — whatever his
uncleanness — ¢ the man who touches any of

#20:27 Lit is in them
°21:9 Or prostitution  *21:10 Lit and one has filled his hand
seed "21:20 Or or emaciated
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these will remain unclean until evening and
isnotto eat from the holy offerings unless he
has bathed his body with water.?When the
sun has set, he will become clean, and then
he may eat from the holy offerings, for that
is his food. 8 He must not eat an animal that
died naturally or was mauled by wild beasts,”
making himself unclean by it;Iam the LORD.
9They must keep my instruction, or they will
be guilty and diebecause they profaneit;Iam
the LORD who sets them apart.

10“No one outside a priest’s family®is to eat
the holy offering. A foreigner staying with a
priest or a hired worker is not to eat the holy
offering."Butif a priest purchases someone
with his own silver, that person may eat it,
and those bornin hishouse may eat his food.
2[f the priest's daughteris married to aman
outside apriest's family,“ sheis not to eat from
the holy contributions.” * But if the priest's
daughterbecomes widowed or divorced, has
no children, and returns to her father's house
as in her youth, she may share her father's
food. But no outsider may share it. " If any-
one eats a holy offering in error, heistoadd a
fifth to its value and give the holy offering to
thepriest. The priests must not profane the
holy offerings the Israelites give to the LORD
6y letting the people eat their holy offerings
and having them bear the penalty of restitu-
tion. ForIam the LorD who sets them apart.”

ACCEPTABLE SACRIFICES

7The LorD spoke to Moses: ' “Speak to Aaron,
his sons, and all the Israelites and tell them:
Anyman of the house of Israel or of the resi-
dent aliens in Israel who presents his offering
— whether they present payment of vows
or freewill gifts to the LoRrD as burnt offer-
ings — " must offer an unblemished male
from the cattle, sheep, or goats in order for
you to be accepted. 29 You are not to present
anything that has a defect, because it willnot
be accepted on your behalf.

21*When aman presents a fellowship sacri-
fice to the Lorp to fulfill a vow or as a freewill
offering from the herd or flock, it has tobe un-
blemished tobe acceptable; there mustbe no
defectinit.?2 You arenot to present any animal
to the Lorp that is blind, injured, maimed, or
has a running sore, festering rash, or scabs;
youmay not put any of them on the altarasa
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fire offering to the LoRrD. 23 You may sacrifice
as a freewill offering any animal from the herd
or flock that has an elongated or stunted limb,
butitisnotacceptable as avow offering. 24 You
are not to present to the LorD anything that
has bruised, crushed, torn, or severed testi-
cles; youmustnot sacrifice themin yourland.
25 Neither younorfaforeigner are to present
food to your God from any of these animals.
They willnotbe accepted for you because they
are deformed and have a defect.”

26 The LorD spoke to Moses: 27 “When an 0x,
sheep, or goat is born, it is to remain with*
its mother for seven days; from the eighth
day on, it will be acceptable as an offering, a
fire offering to the LoRD. 22 But you are not to
slaughter an animal from the herd or flock
on the same day as its young. 2 When you
sacrifice a thank offering to the Lorp, sacri-
fice it so that you may be accepted. 3°It is to
be eaten on the same day. Do not let any of it
remain until morning; I am the LoRD.

31"You are to keep my commands and do
them;Iam the LORD. 32 You must not profane
my holy name; I must be treated as holy among
thelsraelites.Iam the LorD who sets you apart,
33the one who brought you out of the land of
Egypt tobe your God; I am the LORD.”

HOLY DAYS

2 The LorD spoke to Moses: 2“Speak to
the Israelites and tell them: These are
my appointed times, the times of the LORD
that you will proclaim as sacred assemblies.
3“Work may be done for six days, but on
the seventh day there is to be a Sabbath of
complete rest, a sacred assembly. You are not
to do any work; it is a Sabbath to the LORD
wherever you live.
4“These are the LorD’s appointed times, the
sacred assemblies you are to proclaim at their
appointed times. > The Passover to the LORD
comes in the first month, at twilight on the
fourteenth day of the month. ¢ The Festival
of Unleavened Bread to the LoRD is on the
fifteenth day of the same month. For seven
days youmust eat unleavened bread.’” On the
first day you are to hold a sacred assembly;
you are not to do any daily work. 8 You are to
present a fire offering to the LoRrD for seven
days. On the seventh day there will be a sacred
assembly; do not do any daily work.”

422:8 Lit eat a carcass or a mauled beast ©22:10 Lit "No stranger 22:12 Lit to a stranger  °22:12 Lit the contribution of
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9The LoRrD spoke to Moses: ' “Speak to the
Israelites and tell them: When you enter the
land I am giving you and reap its harvest,*
you are to bring the first sheaf of your har-
vest to the priest. "He will present the sheaf
before the LorD so that you may be accepted;
the priestis to present it on the day after the
Sabbath.20n the day you present the sheaf,
you are to offer a year-old male lamb® with-
out blemish as a burnt offering to the LORD.
13]ts grain offering is tobe four quartsof fine
flour mixed with oil as a fire offering to the
LORD, apleasing aroma, and its drink offering
willbe one quart® of wine.™ You mustnot eat
bread, roasted grain, or any new grain* until
this very day, and until you have brought the
offering to your God. This is to be a permanent
statute throughout your generations wher-
ever you live.

5*You are to count sevenf complete weeks®
starting from the day after the Sabbath, the
day youbrought the sheaf of the presentation
offering. 1 You are to count fifty days until
the day after the seventh Sabbath and then
present an offering of new grain to the LORD.
7Bring two loaves of bread from your settle-
ments as apresentation offering, each of them
made from four quarts of fine flour, baked
with yeast, as firstfruits to the LorD. '® You
are to present with the bread seven unblem-
ished male lambs a year old, one young bull,
and two rams. They will be a burnt offering
to the Lorp, with their grain offerings and
drink offerings, a fire offering of a pleasing
aroma to the LORD. " You are also to prepare
onemale goat as asin offering, and two male
lambs ayear old as a fellowship sacrifice.20 The
priest will present the lambs with the bread
of firstfruits as a presentation offering before
the LoRD; the bread and the two lambs will
be holy to the Lorb for the priest. 2' On that
same day you are to make a proclamation
and hold a sacred assembly. You are not to
do any daily work. This is to be a permanent
statute wherever you live throughout your
generations.?2 When you reap the harvest of
your land, you are not to reap all the way to
the edge of your field or gather the gleanings
of your harvest. Leave them for the poor and
the resident alien; I am the LorD your God.”

23The LoRD spoke to Moses: 24“Tell the Is-
raelites: In the seventh month, on the first

®
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day of the month, you are to have a day of
complete rest, commemoration, and trum-
pet blasts — a sacred assembly. 25 You must
not do any daily work, but you must present
a fire offering to the LorDp.”

26 The LoRD again spoke to Moses: 2 “The
tenth day of this seventh month is the Day of
Atonement. You are to hold a sacred assembly
and practice self-denial; you are to present a
fire offering to the LoRD. 28 On this particular
dayyouarenot to do any work, foritis a Day of
Atonement to make atonement for yourselves
before the LorD your God. 2° If any person does
not practice self-denial on this particular day,
heis tobe cut off from his people. 3° I will de-
stroy among his people anyone who does any
work on this same day.3' You arenot to do any
work. Thisis a permanent statute throughout
your generations wherever you live. 32 It will
beaSabbath of completerest for you, and you
must practice self-denial. You are to observe
your Sabbath from the evening of the ninth
day of the month until the following evening.”

33The LorD spoke to Moses: 34 “Tell the Is-
raelites: The Festival of Shelters" to the LORD
begins on the fifteenth day of this seventh
month and continues for seven days. 3 There
is to be a sacred assembly on the first day;
you are not to do any daily work. 3¢ You are
to present a fire offering to the LoRrD for sev-
en days. On the eighth day you are to hold a
sacred assembly and present a fire offering
to the LoRD. It is a solemn gathering; you are
not to do any daily work.

37"These are the LORD's appointed times that
you are to proclaim as sacred assemblies for
presenting fire offerings to the LorD, burnt
offerings and grain offerings, sacrifices and
drink offerings, each on its designated day.
38These are in addition to the offerings for
the LorD’s Sabbaths, your gifts, all your vow
offerings, and all your freewill offerings that
you give to the LORD.

39"You are to celebrate the LORD's festival
on the fifteenth day of the seventh month
for seven days after you have gathered the
produce of the land. There will be complete
rest on the first day and complete rest on the
eighth day. 4° On the first day you are to take
the product of majestic trees — palm fronds,
boughs of leafy trees, and willows of the brook
— and rejoice before the LOrRD your God for

#23:10 = the barley harvest °23:12 Or a male lamb in its first year 23:13 Lit two-tenths of an ephah, alsoinv.17
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seven days. #'You are to celebrate it as a fes-
tival to the LoRrD seven days each year. This
is a permanent statute for you throughout
your generations; celebrate it in the seventh
month.42You are to live in shelters for seven
days. All the native-born of Israel must live
in shelters, 43so that your generations may
know thatImade theIsraeliteslive in shelters
whenIbrought them out of theland of Egypt;
Iam the LorD your God."” 44 So Moses declared
the LORD's appointed times to the Israelites.

TABERNACLE OILAND BREAD

2 The LorD spoke to Moses: 2“Command
thelIsraelites tobring you pure oil from
crushed olives for the light, in order to keep
thelamp burning regularly.3 Aaronis to tend
it continually from evening until morning
before the LorD outside the curtain of the
testimony in the tent of meeting. This is a per-
manent statute throughout your generations.
4He must continually tend the lamps on the
pure gold lampstand in the LORD's presence.
5"Take fine flour and bake it into twelve
loaves; each loaf is to be made with four
quarts.*® Arrange them in two rows, six to a
row, on the pure gold table before the LORD.
7Place pure frankincense near each row, so
that it may serve as a memorial portion for
thebread and a fire offering to the Lorp. & The
bread is to be set out before the LORD every
Sabbath day as a permanent covenant obliga-
tion on the part of the Israelites. ? It belongs
to Aaron and his sons, who are to eatitina
holy place, foritis the holiest portion for him
from the fire offerings to the Lorp; this is a
permanent rule.”

A CASEOF BLASPHEMY

0 Now the son of an Israelite mother and an
Egyptian father was® among the Israelites.
A fight broke out in the camp between the
Israelite woman's son and an Israelite man.
"Her son cursed and blasphemed the Name,
and they brought him to Moses. (His mother's
name was Shelomith, a daughter of Dibri of
the tribe of Dan.) 2 They put him in custody
until the Lorp's decision could be made clear
to them.

3Then the LORD spoke to Moses: * “Bring the
one who has cursed to the outside of the camp
and have all who heard him lay their hands
on hishead; then have the whole community
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stone him. ' And tell the Israelites: If anyone
curses his God, he willbear the consequences
of his sin. ' Whoever blasphemes the name
of the LorD must be put to death; the whole
communityis to stone him. If he blasphemes
the Name, he is to be put to death, whether
the resident alien or the native.

7“If a man kills anyone, he must be put to
death. ® Whoever kills an animal is to make
restitution for it, life for life.  If any man in-
flicts a permanent injury on his neighbor,
whatever he has done is to be done to him:
20 fracture for fracture, eye for eye, tooth for
tooth. Whatever injury he inflicted on the
person, the same is to be inflicted on him.
2'Whoeverkills an animal is to make restitu-
tion for it, but whoever kills a personis to be
put to death. 22 You are to have the same law
fortheresident alien and the native, because
I am the LorD your God.”

23 After Moses spoke to the Israelites, they
brought the one who had cursed to the outside
of the camp and stoned him. So the Israelites
did as the LorD had commanded Moses.

SABBATH YEARS AND JUBILEE

2 The LorD spoke to Moses on Mount
Sinai:2“Speak to theIsraelites and tell
them: When you enter the land I am giving
you, the land will observe a Sabbath to the
Lorp. 3 You may sow your field for six years,
and you may prune your vineyard and gather
its produce for six years. 4 But there willbe a
Sabbath of complete rest for the land in the
seventh year, a Sabbath to the LorD: you are not
to sow your field or prune your vineyard. > You
arenot to reap what grows by itself from your
crop, or harvest the grapes of your untended
vines.Itistobeayear of complete rest for the
land. ¢ Whatever the land produces during
the Sabbath year can be food for you — for
yourself, your male or female slave, and the
hired worker or alien who resides with you.
7 All of its growth may serve as food for your
livestock and the wild animals in your land.
8“You are to count seven sabbatical years,
seven times seven years, so that the time pe-
riod of the seven sabbatical years amounts to
forty-nine.? Then you are to sound a trumpet
loudly in the seventh month, on the tenth day
of the month; you will sound it throughout
yourland on the Day of Atonement.'® You are
to consecrate the fiftieth year and proclaim

A24:5 Lit two-tenths of an ephah  ®24:10 Lit went out
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freedom in the land for all its inhabitants. It
will be your Jubilee, when each of you is to
return to his property and each of you to his
clan. "The fiftieth year will be your Jubilee;
you arenot to sow, reap what grows by itself,
or harvestitsuntended vines.?Itis tobe holy
toyoubecauseitis the Jubilee; you may only
eatits produce directly from the field.

3“In this Year of Jubilee, each of you will
return to his property. "*If you make a sale
toyourneighbor or a purchase from him, do
not cheat one another. ' You are to make the
purchase from your neighbor based on the
number of years since the last Jubilee. He s to
selltoyoubased on the number of remaining
harvest years. ' You are to increase its price
in proportion to a greater amount of years,
and decreaseits pricein proportion to alesser
amount of years, because what he is selling
to you is a number of harvests. 7 You are not
to cheat one another, but fear your God, forI
am the LoRD your God.

18"You are to keep my statutes and ordi-
nances and carefully observe them, so that
you may live securely in the land. ' Then the
land will yield its fruit, so that you can eat, be
satisfied, andlive securely in theland. 2°If you
wonder: ‘What will we eatin the seventh year
if we don't sow or gather our produce?’ 2'1
will appoint my blessing for you in the sixth
year, so that it will produce a crop sufficient
for three years.22When you sow in the eighth
year, you will be eating from the previous
harvest. You will be eating this until the ninth
year when its harvest comes in.

23"The land is not to be permanently sold
because it is mine, and you are only aliens
and temporary residents on my land.* 24 You
are to allow the redemption of any land you
occupy. #If your brother becomes destitute
and sells part of his property, his nearest rel-
ative may come and redeem what his brother
has sold. 26 If a man has no family redeemer,
but he prospers® and obtains enough to re-
deem his land, ? he may calculate the years
sinceits sale, repay the balance to the man he
sold it to, and return to his property. 28 But if
he cannot obtain enough to repay him, what
he sold will remain in the possession of its
purchaser until the Year of Jubilee. Itis to be
released at the Jubilee, so that he may return
to his property.

®
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29"Ifaman sells a residence in a walled city,
his right of redemption will last until a year
has passed afterits sale; hisright of redemp-
tionwilllastayear.3°If itisnot redeemed by
the end of a full year, then the house in the
walled city is permanently transferred to its
purchaser throughout his generations. Itis not
tobereleased on the Jubilee. 3'But houses in
settlements that have no walls around them
aretobe classified as open fields. The right to
redeem such houses stays in effect, and they
are to be released at the Jubilee.

32"Concerning the Levitical cities, the Levites
always have theright to redeem housesin the
cities they possess. 33 Whatever property one
of the Levites canredeem“— a house soldin
a city they possess —is to be released at the
Jubilee, because the houses in the Levitical
cities are their possession among the Isra-
elites. 3* The open pastureland around their
cities may not be sold, for it is their perma-
nent possession.

35"If your brother becomes destitute and
cannot sustain himself among® you, you are
to support him as an alien or temporary res-
ident, so that he can continue to live among
you.3¢ Do not profit or take interest from him,
but fear your God and let your brother live
among you. 3You are not to lend him your
silver with interest or sell him your food for
profit.38Iam the LorD your God, who brought
you out of the land of Egypt to give you the
land of Canaan and to be your God.

39“Ifyour brother among youbecomes des-
titute and sells himself to you, you must not
force him to do slavelabor.4° Let him stay with
you as a hired worker or temporary resident;
hemay work for you until the Year of Jubilee.
4 Then he and his children are to be released
from you, and he may return to his clan and
his ancestral property. 42 They are not to be
sold as slaves,because they are my servants*
thatIbrought out of the land of Egypt. 43 You
are not to rule over them harshly but fear
your God. 44 Your male and female slaves are
to be from the nations around you; you may
purchase male and female slaves. 4> You may
also purchase them from the aliens residing
with you, or from their familiesliving among
you — thoseborninyourland. These may be-
come your property. 46 You may leave them to
your sons after you to inherit as property; you
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can make them slaves for life. But concerning
your brothers, the Israelites, you must not
rule over one another harshly.

47"If an alien or temporary resident living
among you prospers, but yourbrotherliving
near himbecomes destitute and sells himself
tothealienliving among you, or to a member
of theresidentalien’s clan, 8 he has theright
of redemption after he has been sold. One of
hisbrothers may redeem him. 49 His uncle or
cousin may redeem him, or any of his close
relatives from his clan may redeem him.If he
prospers, he may redeem himself. 3¢ The one
who purchased him is to calculate the time
from the year he sold himself to him until
the Year of Jubilee. The price of his sale will
be determined by the number of years. It will
be set for him like the daily wages of a hired
worker.>'If many years are still left, he must
pay his redemption price in proportion to them
based on his purchase price. 32If only a few
years remain until the Year of Jubilee, he will
calculate and pay the price of his redemption
in proportion to his remaining years. >3 He
will stay with him like a man hired year by
year. A resident alien is not to rule over him
harshlyinyoursight.>4If heis notredeemed
in any of these ways, he and his children are
tobereleased at the Year of Jubilee. 5> For the
Israelites are my servants. They are my ser-
vants that Ibrought out of the land of Egypt;
I am the LorD your God.

COVENANT BLESSINGS AND DISCIPLINE

2 “Do not make idols for yourselves, set
up a carved image or sacred pillar for
yourselves, or place a sculpted stone in your
land tobow down to it, forIam the LORD your
God.2Keep my Sabbaths and revere my sanc-
tuary; I am the LORD.
3"If you follow my statutes and faithfully
observe my commands, 41 will give you rain
at the right time, and the land will yield its
produce, and the trees of the field will bear
their fruit. > Your threshing will continue until
grape harvest, and the grape harvest will con-
tinue until sowing time; you will have plenty
of food to eat and live securely in your land.
6T will give peace to theland, and you will lie
down with nothing to frighten you. I will re-
move dangerous animals from the land, and
no sword will pass through your land. 7 You
will pursue your enemies, and they will fall
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before you by the sword. 8 Five of you will
pursue a hundred, and a hundred of you will
pursue ten thousand; your enemies will fall
before you by the sword.

9*“I will turn to you, make you fruitful and
multiply you, and confirm my covenant with
you. % You will eat the old grain of the previ-
ous year and will clear out the old to make
room for thenew. "I will place my residence*
among you, and I will not reject you. 21 will
walk among you and be your God, and you
will be my people. 3 am the LoRD your God,
who brought you out of the land of Egypt, so
that you would no longer be their slaves. I
broke the bars of your yoke and enabled you
to live in freedom.®

14“But if you do not obey me and observe
allthese commands — % if you reject my stat-
utes and despise my ordinances, and do not
observe all my commands — and break my
covenant, ' then I will do this to you: I will
bring terror on you — wasting disease and
fever that will cause your eyes to fail and your
life to ebb away. You will sow your seed in vain
because your enemies will eatit. 7 ITwill turn©
against you, so that you will be defeated by
your enemies. Those who hate you will rule
over you, and you will flee even though no
one is pursuing you.

18“Butif after these things you willnot obey
me, Iwill proceed to discipline you seven times
foryoursins.®Iwill break down your strong
pride. Iwill make your sky likeiron and your
land like bronze, 2° and your strength will be
used up for nothing. Your land will not yield
its produce, and the trees of the land will not
bear their fruit.

21*1f you act with hostility toward me and
areunwilling to obey me, [ will multiply your
plagues seven times for your sins. 221 will send
wild animals against you that will deprive
you of your children, ravage your livestock,
and reduce your numbers until your roads
are deserted.

2"Ifin spite of these things you do not accept
my discipline, but act with hostility toward me,
24then I will act with hostility toward you; I
also will strike you seven times for your sins.
25T will bring a sword against you to execute
the vengeance of the covenant. Though you
withdraw into your cities, I will send a pes-
tilence among you, and you will be delivered
into enemy hands.2¢ WhenI cut off your supply
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of bread, ten women will bake your bread in
a single oven and ration out your bread by
weight, so that you will eatbut not be satisfied.

27"And if in spite of this you do not obey me
but act with hostility toward me, 281 will act
with furious hostility toward you; I will also
discipline you seven times for your sins. 2° You
will eat the flesh of your sons; you will eat the
flesh of your daughters. 3°Iwill destroy your
highplaces, cut down your shrines,* and heap
your lifeless bodies on the lifeless bodies of
youridols; Iwillreject you.3' I will reduce your
cities to ruins and devastate your sanctuaries.
Iwillnot smell the pleasing aroma of your sac-
rifices.32Ialso will devastate theland, so that
your enemies who come to live there will be
appalled by it. 33 But I will scatter you among
the nations, and I will draw a sword to chase
after you. So your land will become desolate,
and your cities will become ruins.

34"Then the land will make up for its Sab-
bath years during the time it lies desolate,
while you are in the land of your enemies. At
that time the land will rest and make up for
its Sabbaths. 35 As long as it lies desolate, it
will have therestit did not have during your
Sabbaths when you lived there.

36“Iwill put anxiety in the hearts of those of
youwho survivein thelands of their enemies.
The sound of a wind-driven leaf will put them
to flight, and they will flee as one flees from
a sword, and fall though no one is pursuing
them. 3 They will stumble over one another
as if fleeing from a sword though no one is
pursuing them. You will not be able to stand
against your enemies. 3 You will perish among
thenations; theland of your enemies will de-
vour you.3° Those® who survive in the lands of
your enemies will waste away because of their
iniquity; they will also waste away because
of their fathers’ iniquities along with theirs.

40“But when they confess their iniquity
and the iniquity of their fathers — their un-
faithfulness that they practiced against me,
and how they acted with hostility toward me,
4andIacted with hostility toward them and
brought them into the land of their enemies
— and when theiruncircumcised hearts are
humbled and they make amends for their in-
iquity, 42 then I will remember my covenant
with Jacob.Iwill also remember my covenant
with Isaac and my covenant with Abraham,
and I will remember the land. 43 For the land
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abandoned by them will make up forits Sab-
baths by lying desolate without the people,
while they make amends for their iniquity,
because they rejected my ordinances and
abhorred my statutes. 44 Yet in spite of this,
while they are in the land of their enemies, I
willnotreject or abhor them so as to destroy
them and break my covenant with them, since
Iam the LorD their God. 43 For their sake Iwill
remember the covenant with their fathers,
whom [ brought out of the land of Egypt in
the sight of the nations to be their God; I am
the LORD.”

46 These are the statutes, ordinances, and
laws the LorD established between himself and
theIsraelites through Moses on Mount Sinai.

FUNDING THESANCTUARY

2 The LorD spoke to Moses: 2 “Speak to the
Israelites and tell them: When someone
makes a special vow to the LORD that involves
the assessment of people, 3 if the assessment
concerns a male from twenty to sixty years
old, your assessment is fifty silver shekels
measured by the standard sanctuary shekel.
41f the personis afemale, your assessmentis
thirty shekels. 5If the person is from five to
twenty years old, your assessment for amale
istwenty shekels and for a female ten shekels.
61f the personis from one month to five years
old, your assessment for a male is five silver
shekels, and for a female your assessment is
three shekels of silver.7If the person is sixty
years ormore, your assessment is fifteen shek-
els foramale and ten shekels for a female. 8 But
ifoneistoo poortopay the assessment, heis
to present the person before the priest and
the priest will set a value for him. The priest
will seta value for him according to what the
one making the vow can afford.
9"If the vow involves one of the animals that
may bebrought as an offering to the LORD, any
of these he gives to the LorD willbe holy. ' He
may not replace it or make a substitution for
it, either good for bad, or bad for good. But if
he does substitute one animal for another,
both thatanimal and its substitute will be holy.
“If the vow involves any of the unclean
animals that may not be brought as an offer-
ing to the LORD, the animal mustbe presented
before the priest.? The priest will set its value,
whether high or low; the price will be set as
the priest makes the assessment for you. 3 If

#26:30 Or incense altars  °26:39 Lit Those of you
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the one who brought it decides to redeem it,
he must add a fifth to the” assessed value.

14“When a man consecrates his house as
holy to the LorD, the priest will assessits value,
whether high orlow. The price will stand just
as the priest assesses it. > But if the one who
consecrated his house redeemsit,hemustadd
afifth to the assessed value, and it will be his.

16 “Tf aman consecrates to the LORD any part
of a field that he possesses, your assessment
of value willbe proportional to the seed need-
ed to sow it, at the rate of fifty silver shekels
for every fivebushels® of barley seed. "7 If he
consecrates his field during the Year of Jubilee,
theprice will stand according to your assess-
ment."® Butif he consecrates his field after the
Jubilee, the priest will calculate the price for
him in proportion to the years left until the
next Year of Jubilee, so that your assessment
willbereduced. " If the one who consecrated
the field decides to redeem it, he must add a
fifth to the assessed value, and the field will
transfer back to him. 2° But if he does not re-
deem the field or if he has sold it to another
man, it is no longer redeemable. 2 When the
field is released in the Jubilee, it will be holy
tothe LorDlike a field permanently set apart;
it becomes the priest's property.

22"If a person consecrates to the LorD a field
hehaspurchased thatis not part of his inherit-
edlandholding, 2 then the priest will calculate
for him the amount of the assessment up to
the Year of Jubilee, and the person will pay the
assessed value on that day as a holy offering
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to the LoRD. 24In the Year of Jubilee the field
will return to the one he bought it from, the
original owner. 25 All your assessed values
will be measured by the standard sanctuary
shekel,® twenty gerahs to the shekel.

26“But no one can consecrate a firstborn
of thelivestock, whether an animal from the
herd or flock, to the LORD, because a firstborn
already belongs to the Lorp. ?’If it is one of
theunclean livestock, it can be ransomed ac-
cording to your assessmentby adding a fifth
ofitsvaluetoit.Ifitisnotredeemed, itcanbe
sold according to your assessment.

28“Nothing that a man permanently sets
apart to the LorD from all he owns, whether
a person, an animal, or his inherited land-
holding, canbe sold or redeemed; everything
set apart is especially holy to the LorD. 2 No
personwho hasbeen set apart for destruction
is to be ransomed; he must be put to death.

30"“Every tenth of the land's produce, grain
from the soil or fruit from the trees, belongs
to the LorD; it is holy to the LorD. 3'If a man
decides to redeem any part of this tenth, he
must add a fifth to its value. 32Every tenth
animal from the herd or flock, which passes
under the shepherd’s rod, will be holy to the
LorD.33Heisnottoinspect whetheritis good
or bad, and he is not to make a substitution
forit. Butif he does make a substitution, both
the animal and its substitute will be holy; they
cannotbe redeemed.”

34These are the commands the LORD gave
Moses for the Israelites on Mount Sinai.
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THE CENSUS OF ISRAEL

The LorD spoke to Moses in the tent of
meeting in the Wilderness of Sinai, on
the first day of the second month of the
second year after Israel's departure from
the land of Egypt: 2“Take a census of the
entire Israelite community by their clans
and their fathers' families,”* counting the
names of every male one by one. 3 You and
Aaron are to register those who are twenty
years old or more by their military divisions
— everyone who can serveinIsrael’s army.®
4 A man from each tribe is to be with you,
each one the head of his ancestral family. €
5These are the names of the men who are to
assistyou:
Elizur son of Shedeur from Reuben;
6 Shelumiel son of Zurishaddai
from Simeon;
7 Nahshon son of Amminadab
from Judah;
8 Nethanel son of Zuar from Issachar;
9 Eliab son of Helon from Zebulun;
from the sons of Joseph:
Elishama son of Ammihud
from Ephraim,
Gamaliel son of Pedahzur
from Manasseh;
Abidan son of Gideoni from Benjamin;
Ahiezer son of Ammishaddai from Dan;
Pagiel son of Ochran from Asher;
Eliasaph son of Deuel® from Gad;
Ahira son of Enan from Naphtali.
6 These are the men called from the commu-
nity; they areleaders of their ancestral tribes,
the heads of Israel's clans.”
7So Moses and Aaron took these men who
hadbeen designated by name, *® and they as-
sembled the whole community on the first
day of the second month. They recorded their
ancestry by their clans and their ancestral
families, counting one by one the names of
those twenty years old or more, ?just as the
LorD commanded Moses. He registered them
in the Wilderness of Sinai:
20The descendants of Reuben, the first-
born of Israel: according to their family

n
12
13
14
15

records by their clans and their ancestral
families, counting one by one the names
of every male twenty years old or more,
everyone who could serve in the army,
21those registered for the tribe of Reuben
numbered 46,500.

22The descendants of Simeon: according
to their family records by their clans and
their ancestral families, those registered
counting one by one the names of every
male twenty years old or more, everyone
who could serve in the army, 23 those reg-
istered for the tribe of Simeon numbered
59,300.

24The descendants of Gad: according to
their family records by their clans and
their ancestral families, counting the
names of those twenty years old or more,
everyone who could serve in the army,

2 those registered for the tribe of Gad
numbered 45,650.

26 The descendants of Judah: according
to their family records by their clans and
their ancestral families, counting the
names of those twenty years old or more,
everyone who could serve in the army,
27those registered for the tribe of Judah
numbered 74,600.

28The descendants of Issachar: accord-
ing to their family records by their clans
and their ancestral families, counting
the names of those twenty years old or
more, everyone who could serve in the
army, 2 those registered for the tribe of
Issachar numbered 54,400.

30The descendants of Zebulun: according
to their family records by their clans

and their ancestral families, counting
the names of those twenty years old or
more, everyone who could serve in the
army, 3'those registered for the tribe of
Zebulun numbered 57,400.

*1:2 Lit the house of their fathers, also in vv.18,20,22,24,26,28,30,32,34,36,38,40,42,45

®1:3 Lit everyone going out to war in

Israel  “1:4 Lit the house of his fathers,alsoinv.44 °1:14 LXX, Syr read Reuel
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32The descendants of Joseph:

The descendants of Ephraim: according
to their family records by their clans
and their ancestral families, counting
the names of those twenty years old or
more, everyone who could serve in the
army, 33 those registered for the tribe of
Ephraim numbered 40,500.

34The descendants of Manasseh: accord-
ing to their family records by their clans
and their ancestral families, counting
the names of those twenty years old or
more, everyone who could serve in the
army, 3% those registered for the tribe of
Manasseh numbered 32,200.

36 The descendants of Benjamin: accord-
ing to their family records by their clans
and their ancestral families, counting
the names of those twenty years old or
more, everyone who could serve in the
army, 3 those registered for the tribe of
Benjamin numbered 35,400.

38The descendants of Dan: according to
their family records by their clans and
their ancestral families, counting the
names of those twenty years old or more,
everyone who could serve in the army,
39those registered for the tribe of Dan
numbered 62,700.

40The descendants of Asher: according
to their family records by their clans and
their ancestral families, counting the
names of those twenty years old or more,
everyone who could serve in the army,
#those registered for the tribe of Asher
numbered 41,500.

42The descendants of Naphtali: accord-
ing to their family records by their clans
and their ancestral families, counting
the names of those twenty years old or
more, everyone who could serve in the
army, 43 those registered for the tribe of
Naphtali numbered 53,400.

44These are the men Moses and Aaronreg-
istered, with the assistance of the twelve lead-
ers of Israel; each represented his ancestral

NUMBERS 1-2

family. 4> So all the Israelites twenty years old
ormore, everyone who could serveinIsrael’s
army, were registered by their ancestral fami-
lies. 46 All those registered numbered 603,550.

DUTIES OF THELEVITES

47But the Levites were notregistered with them
by their ancestral tribe. 48 For the LorD had
told Moses: #° “Do not register or take a census
of the tribe of Levi with the other Israelites.
50 Appoint the Levites over the tabernacle of the
testimony, allits furnishings, and everything
init. They are to transport the tabernacle and
allits articles, take care of it and camp around
it.3"Whenever the tabernacle is to move, the
Levites are to take it down, and whenever it
is to stop at a campsite, the Levites are to set
it up. Any unauthorized person who comes
near it is to be put to death.

52"Thelsraelites are to camp by their military
divisions, each man with his encampment and
under his banner. 33 The Levites are to camp
around the tabernacle of the testimony and
watch over it, so that no wrath will fall on
theIsraelite community.” 3 The Israelites did
everythingjustas the LorD had commanded
Moses.

ORGANIZATION OF THE CAMPS

The LorD spoke to Moses and Aaron: 2“The
Israelites are to camp under their respec-
tivebannersbeside the flags of their ancestral
families.* They are to camp around the tent
of meeting at a distance from it:
3 Judah's military divisions will camp on
the east side toward the sunrise under
their banner. The leader of the descen-
dants of Judah is Nahshon son of Am-
minadab. 4 His military division numbers
74,600. 5 The tribe of Issachar will camp
next to it. The leader of the Issacharites
is Nethanel son of Zuar. ¢ His military
division numbers 54,400.7 The tribe of
Zebulun will be next. The leader of the
Zebulunites is Eliab son of Helon. 8 His
military division numbers 57,400.° The
total number in their military divisions
who belong to Judah's encampment is
186,400; they will move out first.

10 Reuben’s military divisions will camp
on the south side under their banner. The
leader of the Reubenites is Elizur son of

#2:2 Lit the house of their fathers, alsoinv.32
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Shedeur. " His military division numbers
46,500. 2 The tribe of Simeon will camp
next to it. The leader of the Simeonites

is Shelumiel son of Zurishaddai. 13 His
military division numbers 59,300. The
tribe of Gad will be next. The leader of the
Gadites is Eliasaph son of Deuel.” "> His
military division numbers 45,650. ' The
total number in their military divisions
who belong to Reuben's encampment is
151,450; they will move out second.

7The tent of meeting is to move out with
the Levites’ camp, which is in the middle
of the camps. They are to move out just as
they camp, each in his place,® with their
banners.

8Ephraim’s military divisions will camp
on the west side under their banner. The
leader of the Ephraimites is Elishama

son of Ammihud. " His military division
numbers 40,500. 2° The tribe of Manasseh
will be next to it. The leader of the Manas-
sites is Gamaliel son of Pedahzur. 2' His
military division numbers 32,200. 22 The
tribe of Benjamin will be next. The leader
of the Benjaminites is Abidan son of
Gideoni. 2 His military division numbers
35,400.24The total in their military divi-
sions who belong to Ephraim'’s encamp-
ment number 108,100; they will move out
third.

25Dan’s military divisions will camp on
the north side under their banner. The
leader of the Danites is Ahiezer son of
Ammishaddai. 26 His military division
numbers 62,700. 2’ The tribe of Asher
will camp next to it. The leader of the
Asherites is Pagiel son of Ochran. 22 His
military division numbers 41,500.2° The
tribe of Naphtali will be next. The leader
of the Naphtalites is Ahira son of Enan.
30 His military division numbers 53,400.
31The total number who belong to Dan’s
encampment is 157,600; they are to move
out last, with their banners.”

32These are the Israelites registered by
their ancestral families. The total number
in the camps by their military divisions

®
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is 603,550. 33 But the Levites were not
registered among the Israelites, just as
the LorD had commanded Moses.
34The Israelites did everything the LORD
commanded Moses; they camped by their
banners in this way and moved out the same
way, each man by his clan and by his ances-
tral family.©

AARON’S SONS AND THE LEVITES

These are the family records of Aaron and

Moses at the time the LorD spoke with Mo-
ses on Mount Sinai. 2 These are the names of
Aaron’s sons: Nadab, the firstborn, and Abihu,
Eleazar, and Ithamar. 3 These are the names of
Aaron’'s sons, the anointed priests, who were
ordained to serve as priests. 4 But Nadab and
Abihudied in the LorD's presence when they
presented unauthorized fire before the LorD in
the Wilderness of Sinai, and they had no sons.
So Eleazar and Ithamar served as priests under
the direction of Aaron their father.

5The LorD spoke to Moses: 6 “Bring the tribe
of Levinear and present them to the priest Aar-
onto assisthim.? They are to perform duties
for® him and the entire community before the
tent of meeting by attending to the service of
the tabernacle. 8 They are to take care of all
the furnishings of the tent of meeting and
perform duties for theIsraelites by attending
to the service of the tabernacle. ? Assign the
Levites to Aaron and his sons; they havebeen
assigned exclusively to him* from the Israel-
ites.'®You are to appoint Aaron and his sons
to carry out their priestly responsibilities, but
any unauthorized person who comes near the
sanctuary is to be put to death.”

"The LORD spoke to Moses: ?“See, I have
taken the Levites from the Israelites in place
of every firstborn Israelite from the womb.
The Levites belong to me, *because every
firstborn belongs to me. At the time I struck
down every firstborn in the land of Egypt, I
consecrated every firstborn in Israel to my-
self, both man and animal. They are mine; I
am the LorD.”

THELEVITICAL CENSUS

4 The LorD spoke to Moses in the Wilderness
of Sinai: "> "Register the Levites by their an-
cestral families® and their clans. You are to
register every male one month old or more.”

#2:14 Some Hb mss, Sam, Vg; other Hb mss read Reuel  ©2:17 Lit each on his hand  ©2:34 Lit the house of his fathers
£3:9 Some Hb mss, LXX, Sam read me ; Nm 8:16

to guard, alsoinv.8
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6 S0 Moses registered them in obedience to

the LorD as he had been commanded:
7These were Levi's sons by name:
Gershon, Kohath, and Merari. 8 These
were the names of Gershon's sons by
their clans: Libni and Shimei. * Kohath's
sons by their clans were Amram, Izhar,
Hebron, and Uzziel. 2° Merari's sons by
their clans were Mahli and Mushi. These
were the Levite clans by their ancestral
families.

21The Libnite clan and the Shimeite clan
came from Gershon; these were the
Gershonite clans. 22 Those registered,
counting every male one month old or
more, numbered 7,500. 23 The Gershonite
clans camped behind the tabernacle on
the west side, ¢ and the leader of the
Gershonite families” was Eliasaph son of
Lael. 5 The Gershonites’ duties at the tent
of meeting involved the tabernacle, the
tent, its covering, the screen for the en-
trance to the tent of meeting, 26 the hang-
ings of the courtyard, the screen for the
entrance to the courtyard that surrounds
the tabernacle and the altar, and the tent
ropes — all the work relating to these.

27The Amramite clan, the Izharite clan,
the Hebronite clan, and the Uzzielite

clan came from Kohath; these were the
Kohathites. 28 Counting every male one
month old or more, there were 8,600°
responsible for the duties of the sanctu-
ary. 2° The clans of the Kohathites camped
on the south side of the tabernacle, 3° and
the leader of the families of the Kohath-
ite clans was Elizaphan son of Uzziel.
31Their duties involved the ark, the table,
the lampstand, the altars, the sanctuary
utensils that were used with these, and
the screen® — and all the work relating
to them. 32The chief of the Levite leaders
was Eleazar son of Aaron the priest; he
had oversight of those responsible for
the duties of the sanctuary.

33The Mahlite clan and the Mushite clan
came from Merari; these were the Mera-
rite clans. 34 Those registered, counting
every male one month old or more,

NUMBERS 3

numbered 6,200. 3° The leader of the fam-
ilies of the Merarite clans was Zuriel son
of Abihail; they camped on the north side
of the tabernacle. 3¢ The assigned duties of
Merari's descendants involved the taber-
nacle's supports, crossbars, pillars, bases,
allits equipment, and all the work related
to these, 37in addition to the posts of the
surrounding courtyard with their bases,
tent pegs, and ropes.

38 Moses, Aaron, and his sons, who per-
formed the duties off the sanctuary as a
service on behalf of the Israelites, camped
in front of the tabernacle on the east, in
front of the tent of meeting toward the
sunrise. Any unauthorized person who
came near it was to be put to death.
39The total number of all the Levite males one
month old or more that Moses and Aaron*
registered by their clans at the LORD’s com-
mand was 22,000.

REDEMPTION OF THE FIRSTBORN

40The LorD told Moses: “Register every first-
born male of the Israelites one month old or
more, and list their names. 4" You are to take
the Levites forme —Iam the LoRD —in place
of every firstborn among the Israelites, and
the Levites’ cattle in place of every firstborn
among the Israelites’ cattle.” 42 So Moses regis-
tered every firstborn among theIsraelites, as
the LorD commanded him. 43 The total number
of the firstborn males one month old or more
listed by name was 22,273.

44The LoRD spoke to Moses again: 4 “Take
the Levites in place of every firstborn among
the Israelites, and the Levites' cattle in place
of their cattle. The Levites belong to me;Iam
the LORD. %6 As the redemption price for the
273 firstborn Israelites who outnumber the
Levites, 4’ collect five shekels for each person,
according to the standard sanctuary shekel
— twenty gerahs to the shekel.© 48 Give the
silver to Aaron and his sons as the redemp-
tion price for those who are in excess among
the Israelites.”

49S0 Moses collected the redemption
amount from those in excess of the ones re-
deemed by the Levites. 30 He collected the silver
from the firstborn Israelites: 1,365 shekels"
measured by the standard sanctuary shekel.

#3:24 Lit a father's house, also in vv. 30,35

£3:28 LXX reads 8,300
between the most holy place and the holy place; Ex35:12  £3:38 Or who guarded

€3:28 Or for guarding, alsoinv.32 °3:31The screen
F3:39 Some Hb mss, Sam, Syr omit and Aaron

©3:47 A shekel is about two-fifths of an ounce of silver "3:50 Over 34 pounds of silver
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51He gave the redemption silver to Aaron and
his sons in obedience to the LORD, just as the
LorD commanded Moses.

DUTIES OF THE KOHATHITES

The LorD spoke to Moses and Aaron:

2"Among the Levites, take a census of the
Kohathites by their clans and their ancestral
families,* > men from thirty years old to fifty
years old — everyone whois qualified® to do
work at the tent of meeting.

4"The service of the Kohathites at the tent of
meeting concerns the most holy objects.> When-
ever the campisabout to move on, Aaron and
his sons are to go in, take down the screening
curtain, and cover the ark of the testimony
withit.8 They are to place over this a covering
made of fineleather,“ spread a solid blue cloth
on top, and insert its poles.

7"They are to spread a blue cloth over the
table of the Presence and place the plates and
cups onit, as well as the bowls and pitchers for
thedrink offering. The regular bread offering
istobeonit.8 They are to spread a scarlet cloth
over them, cover them with a covering made
of fineleather, and insert the poles in the table.

9“They are to take a blue cloth and cover
the lampstand used for light, with its lamps,
snuffers, and firepans, as well as its jars of
oil by which they service it. '® Then they are
to placeit with all its utensils inside a cover-
ing made of fine leather and put them on the
carrying frame.

"“They are to spread a blue cloth over the
gold altar, cover it with a covering made of
fine leather, and insert its poles. 2 They are
to take all the serving utensils they usein the
sanctuary, place them in a blue cloth, cover
them with a covering made of fine leather,
and put them on a carrying frame.

13“They are to remove the ashes from the
bronze altar, spread a purple cloth overit, " and
place all the equipment on it that they use in
serving: the firepans, meat forks, shovels, and
basins —all the equipment of the altar. They
areto spread a covering made of fineleather
overitand insertits poles.”

5*Aaron and his sons are to finish covering
theholy objects and all their equipment when-
ever the camp is to move on. The Kohathites
will come and carry them, but they arenot to

®
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touch the holy objects or they will die. These
are the transportation duties of the Kohath-
ites regarding the tent of meeting.

16 “Eleazar, son of Aaron the priest, has over-
sight of the lamp oil, the fragrant incense,
the daily grain offering, and the anointing
oil. He has oversight of the entire taberna-
cle and everything in it, the holy objects and
their utensils.”®

7Then the LorD spoke to Moses and Aaron:
18"Do not allow the Kohathite tribal clans to
be wiped out from the Levites. Do this for
them so that they may live and not die when
they come near the most holy objects: Aaron
and his sons are to goinand assign each man
his task and transportation duty. 2° The Ko-
hathites are not to go in and look at the holy
objects as they are covered' or they will die.”

DUTIES OF THE GERSHONITES

21The LorD spoke to Moses: 22“Take a census
of the Gershonites also, by their ancestral
families and their clans. 23 Register men from
thirty years old to fifty years old, everyone
whois qualified to perform service, to do work
at the tent of meeting. 24 This is the service
of the Gershonite clans regarding work and
transportation duties: 2 They are to transport
the tabernacle curtains, the tent of meeting
with its covering and the covering made of
fineleather on top of it, the screen for the en-
trance to the tent of meeting, 26 the hangings
of the courtyard, the screen for the entrance
at the gate of the courtyard that surrounds
the tabernacle and the altar, along with their
ropes and all the equipment for their service.
They will carry out everything that needs to
be done with these items.

27"All the service of the Gershonites, all their
transportation duties and all their other work,
istobedone at the command of Aaron and his
sons; you are to assign to them all that they
areresponsible to carry. 28 This is the service
of the Gershonite clans at the tent of meeting,
and their duties will be under the direction
of Ithamar son of Aaron the priest.

DUTIES OF THE MERARITES

29"As for the Merarites, you are to register
them by their clans and their ancestral fam-
ilies. 30 Register men from thirty years old

#4:2 Lit the house of their fathers, also in wv. 22,29,34,38,40,42,46
°4:14 Sam, LXX add They are to take a purple cloth and cover the wash basin and its base. They
are to place them in a covering made of fine leather and put them on the carrying frame.

alsoinvv. 8,10,11,12,14,25

furnishings ~ "4:20 Or objects, even long enough to swallow,
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to fifty years old, everyone who is qualified
to do the work of the tent of meeting. 3! This
is what they are responsible to carry as the
whole of their service at the tent of meet-
ing: the supports of the tabernacle, with its
crossbars, pillars, and bases, 32 the posts of
the surrounding courtyard with their bas-
es, tent pegs, and ropes, including all their
equipment and all the work related to them.
You are to assign by name the items that they
areresponsible to carry. 33 This is the service
of the Merarite clans regarding all their work
at the tent of meeting, under the direction of
Ithamar son of Aaron the priest.”

CENSUS OF THE LEVITES

3450 Moses, Aaron, and theleaders of the com-
munity registered the Kohathitesby their clans
and their ancestral families, 3> men from thirty
years old to fifty years old, everyone who was
qualified for work at the tent of meeting. 36 The
menregistered by their clans numbered 2,750.
37These were the registered men of the Ko-
hathite clans, everyone who could serve at the
tentof meeting. Moses and Aaron registered
them at the LorD’s command through Moses.

38The Gershonites were registered by their
clans and their ancestral families, 3 men from
thirty years old to fifty years old, everyone who
was qualified for work at the tent of meeting.
40The menregistered by their clans and their
ancestral families numbered 2,630. 4 These
were the registered men of the Gershonite
clans. At the LorD's command Moses and
Aaron registered everyone who could serve
at the tent of meeting.

42The men of the Merarite clans were regis-
tered by their clans and their ancestral families,
43those from thirty years old to fifty years
old, everyone who was qualified for work
at the tent of meeting. 44 The men registered
by their clans numbered 3,200.45 These were
theregistered men of the Merarite clans; Mo-
ses and Aaron registered them at the LORD's
command through Moses.

46 Moses, Aaron, and the leaders of Israel
registered all the Levites by their clans and
their ancestral families, 4’ from thirty years old
to fifty years old, everyone who was qualified
to do the work of serving at the tent of meeting
and transporting it. 4 Their registered men
numbered 8,580. 4° At the LOoRD's command
they were registered under the direction of

Moses, each one according to his work and
transportation duty, and his assignment was
as the LorD commanded Moses.

ISOLATION OF THEUNCLEAN

The LorD instructed Moses: 2“Command

the Israelites to send away anyone from
the camp whois afflicted with a skin disease,
anyone who has a discharge, or anyone who
is defiled because of a corpse. 3Send away
both male or female; send them outside the
camp, so that they will not defile their camps
where I dwell among them.” 4 The Israelites
did this, sending them outside the camp. The
Israelites did as the LoRrD instructed Moses.

COMPENSATION FOR WRONGDOING

5The LorD spoke to Moses: ¢ “Tell the Israel-
ites: When a man or woman commits any sin
againstanother, that person acts unfaithfully
toward the LorD and is guilty.” The personis to
confess the sinhe has committed. Heis to pay
full compensation, add a fifth of its value toit,
and give it to the individual he has wronged.
8Butif thatindividual has no relative to receive
compensation, the compensation goes to the
Lorp for the priest, along with the atonement
ram by which the priest will make atonement
for the guilty person.® Every holy contribution
theIsraelites present to the priest will be his.
0 Each one’s holy contribution is his to give;
what each one gives to the priest will be his.”

THEJEALOUSY RITUAL

"The LoRrD spoke to Moses: 12“Speak to the
Israelites and tell them: If any man'’s wife goes
astray, is unfaithful to him, ¥ and sleeps with
another,” but it is concealed from her hus-
band, and sheisundetected, even though she
has defiled herself, since there is no witness
against her, and she wasn't caughtin the act;
4 and if a feeling of jealousy comes over the
husband and hebecomesjealous because of his
wife who has defiled herself — orif a feeling
of jealousy comes over him and he becomes
jealous of her though she hasnot defiled her-
self — 5 then the man is to bring his wife to
the priest. He is also to bring an offering for
her of two quarts® of barley flour. He is not
to pour oil over it or put frankincense on it
because it is a grain offering of jealousy, a
grain offering for remembrance to draw at-
tention to guilt.

#5:13 Lit and man lies with her and has an emission of semen
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16“The priest is to bring her forward and
have her stand before the LorDp. 7 Then the
priestis to take holy waterin a clay bowl, take
some of the dust from the tabernacle floor,
and put itin the water. '® After the priest has
the woman stand before the LoRD, he is to
let down her hair” and place in her hands
the grain offering for remembrance, whichis
the grain offering of jealousy. The priestis to
hold thebitter water that brings a curse. " The
priest will require the woman to take an oath
and will say to her, 'If no man has slept with
you, if you have not gone astray and become
defiled while under your husband's authority,
beunaffected by this bitter water thatbrings
a curse. 2°But if you have gone astray while
under your husband's authority, if you have
defiled yourself and a man other than your
husband has slept with you’' —2'at this point
the priest will make the woman take the oath
with the sworn curse, and he is to say to her
— ‘May the LorD make you into an object of
your people's cursing and swearing when
hemakes your womb® shrivel and your belly
swell.22 May this water thatbrings a curse en-
ter your stomach, causing your belly to swell
and your womb to shrivel.'

“And the woman will reply, Amen, Amen.’

23"Then the priest is to write these curses
on a scroll and wash them off into the bitter
water. 24 He will require the woman to drink
thebitter water thatbrings a curse, and it will
enter her to causebitter suffering. 2> The priest
isto take the grain offering of jealousy from the
woman, present the offering before the Lorp,
andbring it to the altar. 26 The priest is to take
ahandful of the grain offering as amemorial
portion and burn it on the altar. Afterward,
hewill require the woman to drink the water.

27"When he makes her drink the water, if
she has defiled herself and been unfaithful
to her husband, the water that brings a curse
will enter her to cause bitter suffering; her
belly will swell, and her womb will shrivel.
She will become a curse among her people.
28 But if the woman has not defiled herself
and is pure, she will be unaffected and will
be able to conceive children.

29"This is the law regarding jealousy when
a wife goes astray and defiles herself while
under her husband'’s authority, 3°or when
a feeling of jealousy comes over a husband
and he becomes jealous of his wife. He is to

®
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have the woman stand before the LorD, and
thepriest will carry out all these instructions
forher.3'The husband will be free of guilt, but
that woman will bear her iniquity.”

THENAZIRITEVOW

The Lorb instructed Moses: 2“Speak to
the Israelites and tell them: When a man

or woman makes a special vow, a Nazirite
vow, to consecrate himself to the LoRrD, 3he
isto abstain from wine and beer. He must not
drink vinegar made from wine or from beer.
Hemustnotdrink any grapejuice or eat fresh
grapes or raisins. 4 He is not to eat anything
produced by the grapevine, from seeds to skin,
during the period of his consecration.

5“Youmustnot cut his hair throughout the
time of his vow of consecration. He may be
holy until the time is completed during which
he consecrates himself to the Lorp; he is to
let the hair of his head grow long. ¢ He must
not go near a dead body during the time he
consecrates himself to the LorD. 7He is not
to defile himself for his father or mother, or
his brother or sister, when they die, while
the mark of consecration to his God is on his
head.®Heis holy to the LorD during the time
of consecration.

9"If someone suddenly dies near him, defil-
ing his consecrated head, he must shave his
head on the day of his purification; he is to
shave it on the seventh day. '°On the eighth
day heistobring two turtledoves or two young
pigeons to the priest at the entrance to the
tent of meeting. " The priest is to offer one
as a sin offering and the other as a burnt of-
fering to make atonement on behalf of the
Nazirite, since he incurred guilt because of
the corpse. On that day he is to consecrate
his head again. ?He is to rededicate his time
of consecration to the LorD and to bring a
year-old malelamb as a guilt offering. But do
not count the initial period of consecration
because it became defiled.

13"Thisis thelaw of the Nazirite: On the day
his time of consecration is completed, he is
to be brought to the entrance to the tent of
meeting. " Heis to present an offering to the
Lorp of one unblemished year-old male lamb
asaburnt offering, one unblemished year-old
femalelamb as a sin offering, one unblemished
ram as a fellowship offering, > along with
their grain offerings and drink offerings, and

#5:18 Or to uncover her head  ®5:21Lit thigh, alsoinvv. 22,27
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abasket of unleavened cakes made from fine
flour mixed with oil, and unleavened wafers
coated with oil.

6*The priest is to present these before the
Lorp and sacrifice the Nazirite's sin offering
and burnt offering. 7 He will also offer the
ram as a fellowship sacrifice to the Lorp, to-
gether with the basket of unleavened bread.
Then the priest will offer the accompanying
grain offering and drink offering.

18“The Nazirite is to shave his consecrated
head at the entrance to the tent of meeting,
take the hair from his head, and putit on the
fireunder the fellowship sacrifice." The priest
is to take the boiled shoulder from the ram,
oneunleavened cake from the basket, and one
unleavened wafer, and put theminto the hands
of the Nazirite after he has shaved his conse-
crated head. 2°The priest is to present them
asapresentation offering before the LORD. It
is a holy portion for the priest, in addition to
the breast of the presentation offering and
the thigh of the contribution. After that, the
Nazirite may drink wine.

21"These are the instructions about the Naz-
irite who vows his offering to the LorD for his
consecration, in addition to whatever else he
can afford; he must fulfill whatever vow he
makes in keeping with the instructions for
his consecration.”

THE PRIESTLY BLESSING

22The LorD spoke to Moses: 2 “Tell Aaron and
his sons, ‘This is how you are to bless the Is-
raelites. You should say to them,
24 “May the LoRD bless you
and protect you;
may the LorD make his face shine
onyou
and be gracious to you;
may the LorD look with favor on you”
and give you peace."’
271n this way they will pronounce my name
over® the Israelites, and I will bless them.”

25

26

OFFERINGS FROM THE LEADERS

On the day Moses finished setting up the
tabernacle, he anointed and consecrated it
and allits furnishings, along with the altar and
allits utensils. After he anointed and conse-
crated these things, 2theleaders of Israel, the
heads of their ancestral families, “ presented

NUMBERS 6-7

anoffering. They were the tribal leaders who
supervised the registration. 3 They brought
as their offering before the LoRD six covered
carts and twelve oxen, a cart from every two
leaders and an ox from each one, and present-
ed them in front of the tabernacle.

4The LorD said to Moses, 3 “Accept these
from them tobe used in the work of the tent of
meeting, and give this offering to the Levites,
to each division according to their service.”

6So Moses took the carts and oxen and gave
them to the Levites.” He gave the Gershonites
two carts and four oxen corresponding to
their service, ®and gave the Merarites four
carts and eight oxen corresponding to their
service, under the direction of Ithamar son of
Aaron the priest. 2 But he did not give any to
the Kohathites, since their responsibility was
service related to the holy objects carried on
their shoulders.

9 Theleaders also presented the dedication
gift for the altar when it was anointed. The
leaders presented their offerings in front of
the altar. " The LorD told Moses, “Each day
have one leader present his offering for the
dedication of the altar.”

12The one who presented his offering on

the first day was Nahshon son of Am-

minadab from the tribe of Judah. 3 His
offering was one silver dish weighing 3 V4
pounds® and one silver basin weighing

1% pounds,® measured by the standard

sanctuary shekel, both of them full of

fine flour mixed with oil for a grain
offering; " one gold bowl weighing four
ounces,’ full of incense; '* one young bull,
one ram, and one male lamb a year old,
for a burnt offering; ' one male goat for

a sin offering; 7 and two bulls, five rams,

five male goats, and five male lambs a

year old, for the fellowship sacrifice.

This was the offering of Nahshon son of

Amminadab.

80n the second day Nethanel son of Zuar,
leader of Issachar, presented an offering.
9 As his offering, he presented one silver
dish weighing 3 %/a pounds and one silver
basin weighing 134 pounds, measured by
the standard sanctuary shekel, both of
them full of fine flour mixed with oil for a
grain offering; 2° one gold bowl weighing

#6:26 Lit LoRD lift his face to you ®6:27 Or put my name on ~ “7:2 Lit the house of their fathers °7:13 Lit dish, 130 its
shekel-weight, also in v.19,25,31,37,43,49,55,61,67,73,79 “7:13 Lit 70 shekels, also in w.19,25,31,37,43,49,55,61,67,73,79
f7:14 Lit 10 (shekels), also in vv. 20,26,32,38,44,50,56,62,68,74,80,86
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four ounces, full of incense; 2' one young
bull, one ram, and one male lamb a year
old, for aburnt offering; 22 one male
goat for a sin offering; 22 and two bulls,
five rams, five male goats, and five male
lambs a year old, for the fellowship sac-
rifice. This was the offering of Nethanel
son of Zuar.

24 On the third day Eliab son of Helon,
leader of the Zebulunites, presented an
offering. 25 His offering was one silver
dish weighing 3 ¥4 pounds and one silver
basin weighing 1 3% pounds, measured by
the standard sanctuary shekel, both of
them full of fine flour mixed with oil for
a grain offering; 26 one gold bowl weigh-
ing four ounces, full of incense; 2 one
young bull, one ram, and one male lamb
ayear old, for aburnt offering; 26 one
male goat for a sin offering; 2° and two
bulls, five rams, five male goats, and five
male lambs a year old, for the fellowship
sacrifice. This was the offering of Eliab
son of Helon.

300n the fourth day Elizur son of Shedeur,
leader of the Reubenites, presented an
offering. 3'His offering was one silver
dish weighing 3 %4 pounds and one silver
basin weighing 1 34 pounds, measured by
the standard sanctuary shekel, both of
them full of fine flour mixed with oil for
a grain offering; 32 one gold bowl weigh-
ing four ounces, full of incense; 33 one
young bull, one ram, and one male lamb
ayear old, for aburnt offering; 34 one
male goat for a sin offering; 35 and two
bulls, five rams, five male goats, and five
male lambs a year old, for the fellowship
sacrifice. This was the offering of Elizur
son of Shedeur.

36 On the fifth day Shelumiel son of
Zurishaddai, leader of the Simeonites,
presented an offering. 3 His offering was
one silver dish weighing 3 /2 pounds and
one silver basin weighing 1 34 pounds,
measured by the standard sanctuary
shekel, both of them full of fine flour
mixed with oil for a grain offering; 38 one
gold bowl weighing four ounces, full of
incense; 3° one young bull, one ram, and

120
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one male lamb a year old, for a burnt
offering; 4% one male goat for a sin offer-
ing; 4 and two bulls, five rams, five male
goats, and five male lambs a year old,

for the fellowship sacrifice. This was the
offering of Shelumiel son of Zurishaddai.

42 On the sixth day Eliasaph son of Deuel,*
leader of the Gadites, presented an
offering. 43 His offering was one silver
dish weighing 3 %4 pounds and one silver
basin weighing 1 3 pounds, measured by
the standard sanctuary shekel, both of
them full of fine flour mixed with oil for a
grain offering; 44 one gold bowl weighing
four ounces full of incense; 4> one young
bull, one ram, and one male lamb a year
old, for a burnt offering; 46 one male

goat for a sin offering; 47 and two bulls,
five rams, five male goats, and five male
lambs a year old, for the fellowship sacri-
fice. This was the offering of Eliasaph son
of Deuel.

48 On the seventh day Elishama son of
Ammihud, leader of the Ephraimites,
presented an offering. 42 His offering was
one silver dish weighing 3 /2 pounds and
one silver basin weighing 13/ pounds,
measured by the standard sanctuary
shekel, both of them full of fine flour
mixed with oil for a grain offering; >° one
gold bowl weighing four ounces, full of
incense; *' one young bull, one ram, and
one male lamb a year old, for a burnt
offering; 32 one male goat for a sin offer-
ing; 33 and two bulls, five rams, five male
goats, and five male lambs a year old,

for the fellowship sacrifice. This was the
offering of Elishama son of Ammihud.

540n the eighth day Gamaliel son of
Pedahzur, leader of the Manassites,
presented an offering. 35 His offering was
one silver dish weighing 3 ¥ pounds and
one silver basin weighing 1 34 pounds,
measured by the standard sanctuary
shekel, both of them full of fine flour
mixed with oil for a grain offering; 36 one
gold bowl weighing four ounces, full of
incense; % one young bull, one ram, and
one male lamb a year old, for a burnt of-
fering; 58 one male goat for a sin offering;

A7:42 LXX, Syrread Reuel
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59 and two bulls, five rams, five male fellowship sacrifice. This was the offer-
goats, and five male lambs a year old, ing of Pagiel son of Ochran.
for the fellowship sacrifice. This was the
offering of Gamaliel son of Pedahzur. 780n the twelfth day Ahira son of Enan,

leader of the Naphtalites, presented an

60 On the ninth day Abidan son of Gide- offering. 7 His offering was one silver
oni, leader of the Benjaminites, presented  dish weighing 3 /2 pounds and one silver
an offering. 6'His offering was one silver basin weighing 134 pounds, measured by

dish weighing 3 %/a pounds and one silver the standard sanctuary shekel, both of
basin weighing 13 pounds, measured by them full of fine flour mixed with oil for a

the standard sanctuary shekel, both of grain offering; 8 one gold bowl weigh-
them full of fine flour mixed with oil for ing four ounces, full of incense; # one

a grain offering; 2 one gold bowl weigh- young bull, one ram, and one male lamb
ing four ounces, full of incense; ¢3 one ayear old, for aburnt offering; 82one
young bull, one ram, and one male lamb male goat for a sin offering; & and two
ayear old, for aburnt offering; 64 one bulls, five rams, five male goats, and five
male goat for a sin offering; 6> and two male lambs a year old, for the fellowship
bulls, five rams, five male goats, and five sacrifice. This was t